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', leaou In Aass — Anecdote* of Busiiab croelt; — Mitaa — □oBpiUllty of th^ isitutlii- 
<MIU — Rigtl — A bnuTish poBtmb«Mr — Tfat OoiSMk — Dntt'liC Hbd Jta Holfftnity — 
K&rwa — CtuurleB XII. bRd Pater the GreKP— £rt runic for Fetentmr^— Furinug 

WiiEKE am I ? 

I conld have guessed, without seeing' the Cossacksj who 
received mc like a prieoner at the barrier of Polangcn, and 
■who accompanied mc to the cuBtora-houBc, walking by the 
side of my carriage with drawn sabres. I had arrived just 
in time for a practical lecture on a popular subject, which, 
though delivered through the greater portion of the enlight- 
ened world for the moral instruction of the subject classes, 
has never attained such perfection and tiniv6r«al application 
as in Muacovj'. 

Not far from the doorway of the CuGtoms Inspector'a house, 
two young Russian officers were standing, who had evidently 
some amusing subject to disctiss, for they laughed immo- 
derately. Close by their side, two soldiers were tanning 
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sometliing motionless, with the re^larity and speed of the 
ticking of a watch. I supposed that the object was a post, over 
which a grey goatskin tad been hung, and that the two work- 
men were trying to render it more supple. I could not tell, 
of course, how long they had heeii at their lahours ; hut in 
some ten minutea the soldiers stopped, the post moved, and 
crawled to the foot of one of the laughers, who repulsed it 
with kicks. 

It was, I now learned, an officer's serrant who had com- 
mitted the heinoua crime of forgetting to carry his master's 
long tohacco-pipe to & neighhouring^ house, and so the gentle- 
man had heen cumpelled to fetch it himself. 

The fancied goalskiu was the shirt of the aervaEt, which 
at last became djed of a bright red hue. And yet, under this 
torture, not the rnovement of a feature, not a sound expressive 
of pain, not a word of entreaty 1 Was it a man or an automa- 
ton ? The blood was surely pouriEg from his back. He was 
one of the invincibles — a slave. Was he not something less ? 
Evea the ox is furious when struck on the forehead by the 
slaughterer. The bleeding wretch crept up to express his 
thanks, and was greeted with kicks. 

"What a docile animal is man I 

On another occasion, one of these defenders of his countiy 
was made to run the gauntlet, and, after two or three days' 
flogging, was forced with lacerated hack and chattering teeth, 
to say when at death's door — ^"Sir Colonel, I thank you 
for the merciful punishment I" — but I consider it super- 
fluous to discuas more ciroumstantially this effective Eussian 
doctrine, as the reminiscences in Grermany, of the treatment to 
which the Kussiana exposed my countiymen, cannot yet he 
entirely obliterated, 

I was really, then, on Eussiau soil. The first impression 
on my neither leathern nor hempen nerves had not failed 
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in its effect. I had been hungry. My appetite was gone. 
A German recommended me to a Courland hotel some miles 
farther on. My box was not opened, my other luggage was 
left uuassailed. The custom-house officer had beeu delighted 
with his new shining Frederick William the Third, for which 
he had affably extended bii} hand. 

Away from Polangeii. 

I stopped at the liotel recommended to me. I leant with 
all my strength against the door. It creaked on its hingies, 
and £ walked into a stable as large as that o( Augeag. It wa<i 
full, not of oxen, but of hussars. In the centie stood a non- 
commissioned ofdcer hi a stooping position, with a carbine 
laid horizontally on either shoulder, supporting a quantity of 
others behuid. Another subaltern officer stood in his rear, 
and at times balanced the instryment of torture, when the 
strength of the tortured man appeared to be failing. 

I was directed to the door of a sittiag-ioom. In the first 
room were four officers, playing at cards. lo the second, I 
enjoyed (?) my meal. 

Oil proceeding to climb again mto the trough which served 
for a post-chaise, I found the tortured non-commissioned officer 
lying on the steps leading to the stable, and the miiskete 
around him. He was unable to stand, his shoulders were 
swollen, as could be seen beneath his uniform. At every 
attempt to compel him to stand, he sank down again. 

" He has been thus punished for more than two hours," 
my Germau host said j "the poor wretch cannot endure it 
longer ', perhaps his captain hjia forgotten him, while engaged 
at cards." The hussars spoke with the landlord. "What 
do they want?" 1 asked. "They are entreating me to tell 
the captain of the poor fellow's condition," he replied ; " but 
what business is it of mine? — the captain is a choleric man." 

'*Let him be Beelzebub!" I answered, and turned back 
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into tlie room. The landlord was my interpreter. I toM 
them what was taking place before tlie door, and begged 
them to put an end to the fearful punishment. 

"Who are you?" asked the captain. 1 explained to him. 
'^ If you aiB a stranger, how does the matter concern you ? 
Under-offlcer, bind the beast to a tree, if he won't etaud ! " 

'* I obey." 

I felt indignant at my prayers, my feelings being thus dis- 
regarded. Careless whether the players nnderettwd me or 
not, I growled in French : " II est affreux que ce nest que Ir 
Russe, qui ait le droit de solticipjr pour un maUieureux," 

" Comment oses-vovs parhr d'affreux*" he cried. 

Count N. had given me a paper in Kouigsberg : — " If ever 
you are esposed to any unpleasantness on the road, show tliis 
paper ; in our countryj a person can never have too much 
protection." I now made the first application of his kind- 
nesB. I took the folded document from my pocket-book, and 
banded it to the captain. He read it, and stood np. 

" Why did you not tell me where you were bounj for ? I 
am delighted to form your acquaintance. Sergeant, set the 
fellow at liberty, and let him run into the village." 

What politeness and cringing 1 

" Pray stop with us to-day. The weather is wretched. 
To-morrow my horses shall carry you to the station. Or at 
least a gkss of Madeira to drink you a prosperoufi journey ?" 

I thanked him, and declined ; not forgetting at the uarae 
time mentally to thank my nohle-muided friend for his 
talisman. 

From the Pmseo-Ruasian frontier to Feteraburg, hills and 
valleys utterly disappear. The road runs through a monotonous 
and barren country for (jOO miles, and throughout the whole of 
the distance we passed by only four real towns, Mitau, Rigs, 
Dorpat, and Narwa. It is not surprising that a traveller, who 
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comes from civilized countries into tliis desert-world, sLiouM 
have stmtige feelings. On the road, of nestrly the same length, 
from Leipzig to the Uuseiau ffuntier there are at least twenty 
towUB, Borne of tiiem of considerable size. Berlin alone con- 
tains more than four times the popuktion of the four towns 
mentioned nhove. 

1 had now been travelling 200 milos on Russian territory, 
and had not seen a single city or town. I called to mind all 
the journeys of a similar length I had made in Germany, 
from Dresden to Breslau, from Cologne to Frankfurt, from 
Berlin to Dresden, &c., and in all these distances I found ten 
and more towns. Oakulatioas and equations of this Datur*^ 
almost induced ine to turn back when I had only just entered 
the ante-ohainber of immensity. 

At length Mitau appeared. There I forgot all ideas of 
turning hack. I even formed the notion that it was very 
possible to lead a happy and social life In Bussia. Rnsiiia, 
howcTcr, was quite innocent of thit? notion, Mitau waa en- 
tirely to Wame — for there I found polished manners and 
Mnhounded hospitality. 

I was congratulated on having escaped alive from the cap- 
tain's clutches. I was told he was the most tremendous hero 
ID the array — that he cut do-wn every one who ventured to 
thwart hina — that in Eiga he had atahhed a sentry who dared 
to prevent his leaving the town by night, ; on the other hand, 
he was the most dangerous and tender-hearted knight to all the 

ChloGB, Diiphnea, and Aaiarylles. Mademoiselle von H 

waa sitting one auiamer afternoon with her back to the win- 
dow in a ground-floor room, and singing Mehul's " Venez, 
vefiet d mon secours." The gallant Cnptain P was pass- 
ing at the mument; light as a gazelle be swung himself intoi 
the room through the open window, and fell at the young 
lady's feet, singing *' Je vtens, Je viem A voire secoura." 
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Bobadfls of this sort, whoso martial zeal in peace-time is 
converted into power of flight in irar, are no rarities. 

The Duchess of Conrhmd hatl, at an earlier period, con- 
versed with roe repeatetUy about this province, which she had 
herself visited a few years previonsly. In her suite there 
were two young ladies from Courlaod, and I came to Milan 
with my feelings enlistee! beforehand ; but I had never reason 
to alter my opinion. I have been fortunate onongh in the 
conrse of my life, to be allowed to approach two kdies, of 
whom it wag diffienlt to say, whether their inexpressible charma 
or their enchanting kindnesa of dispoBition moat deserved ad- 
miration — 'Marie Louise, Queen of Pnisaia, and Dorothea^ 
Duchess of Courland, Their heavenly Father recalled them 
to His own kingdom. The angels rejoiced ant] sang celestial 
melodies, while the bells on earth sonnded mcyiimfuUy. 

I did not deliver tay letters at Mitati till the day prior 
to mj departure, for I believed them to be recommendatory, 
and snch I ever avoid, in order to escape restraint and im- 
poge none, and also because I believe that every man may 
indicate the class to whieh he desires to belong, by his 
cotiduct. 

I had heard many reports about the haughty Courland 
nobility. I was now in their metropolis. My days passed 
most delightfully in the salons of these wealthy gentry. On 
Courland's soil may alill be found the greatest and noblest 
display of hospitality. Here it is no scentlesa flower, hut a 
fragrant blossom of the heart. I accepted various invitations 
to more remote eslateB. On the high road I passed a mag- 
nificent chateau. A man, walking on the road before us, 
as if pricked by an evil conscience, quickly sought to escape 
from us by crossing a field. We caught him up. It was 
that Count Pahlen, who was implicated in the death of Paul I. 
He lived like a misanthrope on his estate. Once the fii'st 



magnate at an autocratic court, now an isolated, powerless, 
self- tormen tod hci-rait. The Eumenides surely commenee tlieir 
functiona whenever the feand of the temporal judge becomes 
impotent. At Petersburg, in Paul's fortress, the Michaeloff 
Palace, which had not been quite pulled down at that peviod, 
my fancy sumraoaed up the flying form mounting like a ghost 
the fearful stairs, which are standing at the present day ae a 
memento mori, 

Biga, the ancient Millionaire, wafi not lees agreeable to 
me than Mitau. I found it a large commercial city^ but not 
fiDed with those pufftsd up, empty, and pompous calculating' 
machines, who judge of happiness by number or weight. 
Kiga ia acquainted with the comforta of social life. 

Traveller, are you a stranger? Alone? Do you desire 
society? Every house is open to you, and it is your own 
fitult if your time does cot pass away pleasantly. So fare 
thee well, Elga I 

I had act travelled far when a new national Bus^ian drama 
was produced on the stage. 

At the post station of HilgenaforB I heard that I could not 
have horses for a day at least, as all had been laid under 
embargo for the Duke of Oldenburg. The yard was for this 
purpose entirely filled with farm-horses which bad been, 
ordered in. A French courier had arrived several hours 
before, and could not proceed. He was delighted to find an 
interpreter in me. He offered the poatmaeter any sum he 
pleased for horses, even if he demanded ducats per mile, he 
eaid he would gladly pay it, and only require a receipt for the 
This the postmaster refused. All representations were 

litless. In an hour, two other travellers came up. They were 
merchautB from Rig4i. Before a quarter of an hour elapswl 
tLey rattled away from the station with fresh horees. 

The Bnssian ti'ickery and deceit, of which I had been suf- 
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fioiently warned long before, were now clear as daylight. I 
angrily searcted for the postinafitcr, who only rsArely made bis 
appearance, and then at a pas ds charge. 

" Yort had horses for those gentlemen, but none for the 
courier and myself?" 

" The two gentlemen," he replied, " travel without a podo- 
rojnia (passport fur poat-horses), and you with one. I there- 
fore g'ave them ray own horses ; you may wait till the Duke 
has passed by." 

" Then I will travel without a podorojniaj" I objected, 
" since it answers better." 

" That will not do. You were inecribed in Ei^a, Yoti 
must have patience." 

" But the French courier cannot be patient, even if he 
wished H. Give him horses, at least. You can Bee how rest' 
less be is." 

'* Eh I what do I care for the Frenchman ? If he gives tne 
thirty rubles he can have horses, but I shall not hand him a 
receipt." 

"Are you allowed to cheat travellers so iniquitously?" 

'*If you talk in that way, you ehall see what I can do. 
You will not leave to-day, and who knows, perliaps not to- 
morrow." 

" Hot after you have read this ?" 

I showed him ray written sauve-gardej in wkich it was 
expressly stated that no delay should be caused me at the 
stations as far as Petersburg. He read, but returned me the 
paper, eaying — 

•' What do we care here for embassies ? — they may write 
what they please ; but it ia another question whether we 
shall obey." 

"Good I" I replied ; "then I'll wait till the Duke comes, 
show him this paper, and denounce your diuhonesty. It would 
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bardly be credSted that a German could behave so sliamefally 
in Livonia." 

He went into the yard, without troubling himself further 
about me or tlie Frencbman, 

I was standing- with the latter at a window, and we were 
trpng to console onrselves with a glnss of excellent wine, 
which friends had provided for me in Riga, At this moment 
a poat-cart with three horses abreast, covered with foam, 
drove up from Petershurg. A Cossack sprang horn the cart. 
The Becretary of the post hurned np and received his podo- 
rojnia. It was a courier, going- vtA Riga to Moldavia. The 
iiuder-oflEcer gave us a hearty greeting. He recognised the 
French courier hy bis uniform, 

"Where to?" he asked. 

I understood him, and answered — '* To Petersburg." 

"Is it good?" the Cossack asked, pointing' to the wine. 

" Very good," said T, ha-nding him a bumper. He thanked 
me, and emptied it like a practised toper. He then seated 
himself by our side, and I bled the bottle again for him. The 
conversation — which on his side consisted in words, which we 
understood through his pantomime, and on our side more in 
movements and gesticulations than in sounds — ^gradually be- 
came very animated. After reading my letter of protection in 
Enssian, the man from the Don perfectly understood our an- 
noyance. 

In a few minute b his horses were harnessed, 

** Ho there, landlord !" he shouted as he rose. 

The post-secretary made his appearance, 

"Are you the landlord?" ho asked him. 

" No, the landlord is in the stables." 

" Be off, fool I call the landlord," 

He brandished his whip, and the secretary flew like a 
shot. 
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The postmaster came. The under-oflicer paid for Lis horses. 

Bat most imexpectetUy a thiimlor-storra now burst, which 
brongbt a highly fertilizing shower witli it. After the dis- 
charge of a brofldside of thimOering words — in which I only 
understood the bonbons, fuol, canaille, beuBt, rascal — came 
the rain. The Cossack unfastened his whip irom his sabre- 
bilt, and the blows fell like hailstones on the pOBtkeepor'a 
hack. He ran away. The active Cossack hounded after him 
across the yanl. The under- officer's lecture was delivered with 
fiuch preciaion that it would be necessary often to have heard 
national chants of this nature, to comprehend the whole 
treasure of fantastic poetry which lies concealed in these rapid 
transitioiis from Dur to Dur. Without having at all heated 
himself with the recitation, tie active Cossack led his comrade 
by the hand to the carriage prepared for himself as Eussian 
L-ourier, ordered it to be turned round, and the Frenchman to 
get in. The latter shook his hand gratefully. The postilion 
received a few sharp blows. *' Get out, you raacal I " the Cos- 
sack shouted, and the courier flew away ventre d terte. 

How the lash flew about us I The gapiiig hostJers felt its 
weight before they knew why. The Cofi&ack drove them into 
the stable, and followed at their heels. In a few minutes, 
two teleges wore brought np^ each drawn by three excellent 
horses. I entered one, the under-officer the other. How I 
thanked the son of the Don, how I lauded the flexible lan- 
guage of the wliip I I never thought it so harmonious again. 
Ilow can leather produce such mighty effects I 

At the next station I learned that the Duke was not ex- 
pected for two days. Still, a great many horses and men had 
been summoned several days beforehand, aud these the post- 
masters employed at their pleasure. At the present time, 
severe postal regulations are in effect, to prevent such com- 
plaints as mine, At every station there is a hook, in which 
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the traveller can inscribe all the injustice done to him. These 
boofes are inspected by the GovernmeEt ; but where chicanery 
nestles as swallows do in evury window, under every roof, it 
soon loBCB all timidity, and builds Us nests againflt the pillars 
of the best laws. 

Before reaching Dorpat the Lettonian language ceases, the 
Esthonian begins. I was mnch pleased with this fonnda- 
tion of Gnataviifl Adolphua, which Alexander revived, and to 
which German induatry has imparted fresh life. It is a pleasant 
town, in an agreeable situation, aod witli friendly inhabitant*. 
The university possessed the privilege of filling the professor- 
ships as it pleaae<l, and took considerable trouble to select 
worthy men. Eoseninuller's reply was heartily lamented. To 
gain this valuable man for the medical faculty, greater induce- 
ments were offered him than had been the case with any of the 
other professors. KoBeumiiller declined the offer, owing to his 
preference for Leipzig, openJy declaring that the ma^niticent 
proposal was deceptive, and that he would be evidently at 
a disadvantage if he accepted it, since nothing could com- 
pensate for the literary conaesioQS he should have to leave 
behind him. Several of those summoned, dissatisfied with the 
prevailing spirit, had already returned to Germany ; others 
were preparing to quit Dorpat. 

The iiniveraity can never gain any degree of permanent 
prosperity* 

So farewell, pleasant-looking spot! I hope to visit yon 
again. 

Seventy-five miles further on, I reached Narwa, Here 
Charles XII. taught the opening century what power free- 
men posstssed over slaves. It was the struggle of Eiuropean 
consciftuaneBS against the Asiatic Folypue, In the book of 
Fate the consequences for the world were inscribed differently 
from what justice and genius might have expected. How havo 
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the wings of Europe grown Bince then ! and what a rod hapgs 
o^er her, whicli has always budded and grown, whenever she 
deserted the path of wisdom and justice [ 

Deep in the valley, between old Nareva on the left, and 
Ivangorod on the right bank, the Nareve rushes towards the 
Baltic, as if happy to escape from Russian soil. From the 
bridge of boats the prospect is very pleasant, but iny longing 
impelled me toward Petersburg, which, in the geographicai 
and political eyes of the Euasians, is urbs and orbis tetTarum, 

What shall I in future think of you, German towns, Vienna, 
Berlin, Munich, Dresden ! with what pride shall I look down 
on you t The world has never seen anything cqital to what 
I am now hurrying towards. German no longer pleased raa : 
T had more than a hundred Eusaian words stored up. 

" Shtpaif Potchtil;^onf" I cried when I drove oiF from the 
last station, "ntj volkui" (drink-money,) 

The three steeds flew aloTig the road, for the silver wit- 
nesses of tlxe truth of my words glistened in my hand. 

Gold, brandy, and the lash, are the three levers which can 
tear up by the roots the whole Kussian strength of will I 
Every traveller on the road from the frontier to the metro- 
polis has only to find out for himself wliich of the three talis- 
mans he considers it necessary to apply. 

Ten miles from the capital, parks commence, through whicli 
I drove furiously. They belong to the great and the small, 
to the rich and the insolvent. I saw not a house of the 
Imperial city, till an under-officer shouted. Stop I 

There are no gates. I was at the barrier. 

On the way from tJie guard-hoaee to the Hotel Demuth, at 
which I meant to change my dreSiJ, I saw nothing of the ac- 
tual city, for my postilion, animated fay the promised na votku, 
drove at such a pace over the stone pavement, that I held 
on with both hands, and clenched my teeth, lest I might 
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bare my tongue caught in a trap. Unfortunately, at this 
alarming crisis, I confounded the words akaray and tishe — 
(quicker and slower.) Skarayl skarayl I shouted in my 
anger, instead of Usche^ consequently the whip was continu- 
ally oscillating hetween earth and sky. The yells of the 
postilions startled pedestrians and carriages from an immense 
distance. 

At length the Bussian, with his bones of steel, jumped 
down actively from his box. My entire system seemed 
threatened with collapse. 
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of Ihe officMii — NkthI afficefs — An impigriji] rUit — FouUdikCiuQ of FetenVirg — 
AnBctiotB) {if ihe Lilt ceutiu?— {^atkai'lbe II., bad tier Invrii dF etlqueeto^Shr«wil- 
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Do you fane J, my good reader, that I am about to com- 
mence a description of tUe diamond pavement, the temples 
and estravagauce, both equally magnificent — and so make you 
yawn and feel sleepy ? You are quite miBtaken, You know 
already what bouses, palaces, streets, market-places, canals, 
theatres, &a., look like. I have neither tbe feet to go and 
inspect, nor the pen to describe them. 

Bat you have read and heard about the immense and mag' 

inificent Peteraburg. I will, therefore, only furnish you with 
Ik sketch of the size and splendour of the capital — of the giant 
city. All is gigantic — even its renown, supported by a giant 
army. Give up all your preconceived, dwarfish ideas. Ma- 
terial greatness is imposing. Never forget this when on 
Eussian ground. 
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I have a veteran in my pocket dated 1744, or about a 
century tack — " Travels in Russia ty Peter von Haven, Plii- 
losopbiie M agister in Copeuhagpen." With him I will ramblti 
through this boundless city — with him gossip abont then and 
now — past and present. 

When we know that a few fishermen's huts, situated in a 
desert, a morass, only inhabited by frogs, otters, and eeals 
— have been converted into a city, giving the tone to fifty-four 
millions of beings, among thetn forty-two tnilhone of serfs — a 
city of which kings and queens assert, that they would be 
powerless without this angel to assist them : it seems worth 
while to hold the curriculum vitm of this seraph somewhat 
nearer to the light — not to singe or burn it, but only to 
admire. 

In the preface oiy trnth-loving Dane attests : — 

" The present work ia the first which really describes Russia 
at the time of my visit." 

Further, even a hundred years back, the Jeremiad was 
uttered : — 

" It is lamentable, that among Bo many hundred travellers, 
there has cot been found one who, on his return home, has 
regaled his fatherland with what he has seen and learnt on 
his foreign travels, so that the only proofs of thoae travels are 
the attestations of those changers who h.ave remitted money 
to the travellers, and their fresh grimaces, and new fashionfl 
of attire." 

N'est'Ce pas tout comme chez novs? 

Haven begins with Cronstadt, the bulwars of Pcsters- 
hmg on the water-side. I will not drag yon abont, reader, 
in this lobster, situated on an island sixteen miles from 
Petersburg, whore the Neva pours into the Gulf of Finland 
through two arras. Peter I. founded this fortress, called 
Crons-lot till 1721, for the defence of Petersbiarg, be well as, 
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on the Ingermannland eide, his little chateau, Mon PUtair 
tit Peterboff, where he had the building of tlie ineiilar fortress 
and the capitiil under his eyes. 

A hostile fleet would uot be expected to fight for h key, 
when the drawer may he reached by another open road. 

The uorthern arm of the Neva^ between the Finnish pro- 
vince of Ctirelia and Cronstadt, has no depth for navigation ; 
and the southern, on the side of Ingermannland, has hardly 
sufficient water for vessels of war. Large merchant-shipB 
only sail as far as Cronstadt, where the goods are unloaded, 
and frigates, built in the docks of Petersburg, go to Cron- 
stadt for their armament. Eound the island wind three tiers 
of works of defence, forming three havens. In the interior 
one lies the fleet. This defends the merchant-ships in the 
second, and, in the third, those loading and of smaller size. 
Peter Haven says : — 

" The Russian fleet at Cronstadt certainly consists of 
nearly forty vessels of war, hut tbey are not in a condition 
to put out to sea. Only few conld be reckoned as ser- 
viceable in case of need. We must feel the more surprise 
at this, as yearly, both at Petersburg and Archangel, from 
two to four ebips of war are built to strengthen the Cronstadt 
fleet. But, hi all that, the latter has always remaiiied as weak 
as it had previously been ; for just as many shipa have yearly 
been pronounced tmserviceable as uew ones built. Of sailors, 
there are sis thousand. But they are not regarded as good 
seamen, for in their youth they havo only served in those 
smaller vessels used on rivers and lakes. Finally, no slight 
confusion is produced in the fleet from the circurn stance that 
the foreign, and for the most part English officers understand 
very little or no Euss. Hence it is not sm'prising that when, 
some years hack, Admiral Gordon lay with a squadron of 
twelve ships of the line before Dantzic, he was unable, with 
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all tis exertions, to get them into order of battle, Tbe coai- 
mauders of the fleet were foreig'nera; — Admifal Gordon a 
Scot ; Vice-Adroiral Bredalil a Northman ; Aduilrala Welster 
and Sivers, Danes." 

That was the state of things one hundred years ago ; the 
jjrescnt age replies— 

In Cronstiult, forty ships of the line cannot be brought 
together. The whole Russian fleet consiBte of fifty ships of 
the line, and twenty-five frigates; hut whenever I furniBii 
Hny et-atiBtical details of Russia, I always understand, en 
parenthtie, "on paper." I presume it to he a well-known 
fact, that Eassians always regard affaire connected with their 
fatherland through magnifying glasses. They are not satisfied 
with having their fleets thoroughly armed, but their fancy 
fills them with provisions sufficient for mouths of consumption ; 
lio that their squadrons arc ready at any moment, on a tele- 
graphic sigoal from the Winter Palace, to set out in every or 
any direction. With them there is no Sonnd, no Dardanelles, 
no Gibraltar. 

Assuming that the respectable number of seventy-five ships 
really exists, it is still the same as in Empress Anne's time : 
*' Only few could he reekoned as serviceable in case of need." 
Why so ? is it caused by the fresh water ? 

In glancing at the fleet, we cannot pass over a fault in tha 
Russian hody-politic, which exists a shadow over the whole Em- 
pire, longer than that thrown hy the Elbrouss over Caucasia ; 
but as we shall unfortunately cever be able to leave it out of 
Slight^ we have no occasion to dwell upon it for any length 
of time now. Thousands of hungry ravens are ever hover- 
ing round the amply-filled storehouses of a fleet. Many 
perish, hut many fly off gorged. Purchasers of stolen goods 
repeatedly sufl'er for it on the galleys; while the sellers 
manage to purge themselves of crime. Not long ago, it wae 
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discOTsied that the brother of the nch merchant M- '. 

purchased Grovernment conlag^ in Cronstadt — but why mul- 
tiply mstancefi, when the Emperor Alexander himself said, 
" Tbey would steal niy ships of the line, if they knew where 
thtiy could disjpose of them," Was the Emperor Alexander 
too indulgent? At times he was eo. But he punished crime 
wherever be detected it, not lees than bis severer successor. 
The fact is, that the pasturage is too ricb, and tha grasses 
too productive ; and that all bold to the proverb — " A hawk 
doeg not pick nut a hawk's e'en " — more firmly than tbey do 
to morality and religion. 

What a harvest ia gained by each cruise I As sooa as the 
ships have returned to port, a bill is banded in to the 
Admiralty of the expenses incurred. There has been a fear- 
ful storm, and guns have been thrown overboard ; anchors 
and cables sacrificed ; the gailors, according to medical certi- 
ficates, have fallen down ill, like flies after swallowing quasaia, 
so that the medicines Lave been expended ; tbey have been 
compelled to feed the fishes with spoiled stores, the ships are 
seriously injured, and bo on. The minister orders an inquiry, 
the examiners confirm it, — and the Crown pays. 

Embezzlement is carried on upon a grand scale. In one 
case, a frigate was sent to sea unequipped, and was sunk — for 
the purpose of disposing^ of the guns and stores kept back. 
According' to the report sent in, not a man of her was to be 
found. The confidence which Nicholas placed in the integrity 
of his offlcials, induced him to have the stores at Cronstadt 
unexpectedly inspected. On the night prior to the aiTival of 
the commission, the magazines cangbt fire. Among the mins 
were found the guns belonging to the lost frigate. 

The sailora for the fleet are principally drawn from the 
Jews. There is not the least doubt that tbey would deal 
roughly with an enemy, the Israelites having special cause, 
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owing' to the extreme indalgience displayed towards them in 
Euasia, to sacrifice themselves with heroic patriotism for their 
country. 

Tho EusBJan fleet gave the last j>roof of its inviticibility at 
Navarino. Whtsn the news of that action arrived in Fetsrs- 
hurg, it was almost unendurable to he in the society of Hussiana. 
English and French would hav« been destTojed, had it not 
been for Russian bravery ; the Russian squadron magnani- 
mously allowed the allies to share in the eng-agement, after 
themselvee had g?»iiied it, &c., &c. 

A traveller desirouB of seeing a living example of what 
an officer should not be on land and water, may do so at 
Cronstadt. Any one who does not find the expense of a 
plume of feathers too great, joins the anny, and not the 
marines or fleet. Indeed, the naval officers do not appear 
to lay much claim to respecitj otherwise thty -would not 
allow themselves to he arrested and imprisoned by the 
police. An oflBcerf for instance, was found intoxicated in the 
Btreets at an early hour, and taken to the police office. In 
consequence of his bad language, the inspector gave him a 
severe lecturing ; and as he would not be silent, he had his 
hands tied behind his back, and he was placed in a criminal 
cell. The inspector gave him another sharp lecture before 
he suffered tim to go j and the elave, being now sober, 
thanked Lim, (iud implored forgiveness. 

The Emperor Nicholas paid more attention to the fleet than 
did his predecessore, and no one need be told how much he 
longed to hold the keys of the seas, and be master of the ocean, 
The Emperor Alexander spent his summer at Ziirskoe Zido. 
Nicholas preferred Feterhoff ; thence he frequently went to visit 
his fleet. It would be necessary personally to have witnessed 
the timid watching, attention, concealing, ordering, cleaning, 
sweeping, &c., that went on whenever the telegraph announced 
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tbe monarch's arrival, in ordfir to form a clear idea uf the zeal 
of Russian officials. Even before tlio governor of the province 
or the commandant gave out an order, every geujanne, 
cusloms- officer, sailor, contractor, knew why and wLen the 
Czar was coming; but ho was always said to take them by 
surprise, 

The day has scarce dawned when all are stationed at their 
appointed pasts. The streets are swept, so that not a par- 
ticle of dust fan riee. Policemen stand at. every corner. 
New utiiformg flit nbout; surely the Imperial eye will not 
discover what all have striven to conceal. AH other business 
details arts at a stand^still — every eye is fixed on one man. 
See ! there Le is approacbiug a ship I He appears as if 
going to the harbour. Ho draws near a mag'ttKine. The 
terror is great. Fortunately he cannot personally creep into 
every cranny, lie eends an officer. All a model of corrcct- 
uess. All activity itself. Even ihe galley-Blaves are elenuly 
attired. They are Lard at work. He Lb gone. Will he not 
turn back V At last they draw breath again. Thank (J oil, 
he saw nothing; that is, he saw all we allowed liim to see. 
Oh, how tired I am t Tho whole day out in the sun 1 Deuce 
take the service 1 

Tlie fleet and iviBcers exercise every summer under the eye 
of their Emperor. Codrington came to Petersburg, and with 
him a captaia of the EngliBh njvvy. IIow could greater 
attention be paid them than by a naval review ? The British 
captain had dutfemiined not to take the station offered him, 
where he would be watched, but requested permission to 
choose for himaelf. The Emperor commanded in person. 
The manoeuvres had scarce commenced before a ship of the 
line, in full Bail, came into collision with the lulmiral's vessel^ 
on which were the Emperor and Codrington, with sncb force 
that the ship was rendered nuBerviceable for the whoie of the 
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day, m\d the Emperor resigned his command. According to 
the English captain's story, the collision wag rendered inevi- 
table by the order gfiven, and not only he, bat also the 
Russisin officers, had foreseen and predicted the reault. It 
will be observed that 1 very frequently only jot down notes, 
and leave it to the reader to fill up the remaiuder of the 
text. 

We will now quit Cronstadt, with its monotonoiiSj rect- 
angular, and utterly lifeless streets, and proceed to the capital. 
Let what takes place under the eyes of the Emperor, his 
family, the ministers and the magriates, be the Ariadne's 
thread by which we direct our steps. 

If you, my companion, open Meyer's hook, called " Pictures 
of Russia's laaperial City," you wilt find it there clearly stated, 
that the man who baa not Been Petersbiirg has seen nothing. 
The Iiaughty Spaniard says the same of Seville, Which are 
wo to believe ? At all events, I would advise everybody who 
desires to look the brag'gart in the face, to cross the Pyrenees 
Booner than to visit the Polar bears. 

Come [ London, Paris, Vienna, are large cities. But their 
size is a given term, Within, all i« filled up, all espansion 
is prohibited. It is different with the residence of tho Czars. 
It is notorious that tho empire ever strives to grow larger, so 
its sovereign cannot live within given bounds. Twenty years 
ago, Petersburg was at least four miles smaller in periphei'v 
than it is now. The idea of continual espansion could not be 
Sfttisfled with this, Jjatterly the kingdom has grown larger. 
The bosom of the capital heaved, and the easily moved bar- 
riers were carried far out, in the hope that during the next 
linndt^d ye<irs the empty spaces, whoce interminable limits 
they now mark, may probably be filled op. Do you fancy 
you see bft'ore you a t-ity? You are mistaken. Yoa see 
five ur six cities tacked together; each of independent 
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growth and features, but suffering from a. commoa colJ and 
cHtarrh. But before we commence our tour of inspectioti 
withm tliD city, Itt us first take a hurried glance at it& early 
history. 

Imagine to yourself a sterile country in the eixty-firet de- 
gree of latitude, deserted by Qvory belping hand — a ewamp 
from whicli even the sea had- retired ia disgust, many miles 
in width, covered with reeds and forests. Seals and otters 
alone find food within it, and in turn supiMit the inhabitants 
i)f two fisliiug cabins situated on a broad majestic river. Ex- 
cept theee, there is no rational being there. No g'ame cToases 
the marshy, unsteady Boil. The foreste are silent, no birds 
twitter in their branches. 

A man, who bad inherited millionB of men, who obey him 
as hammers, spades, beams, and stone do, enters this desert. 
He determines to huild a fortress in the midst of this inac- 
cessible morass, which shall dt'fond him against the foe he 
dares not meet in the field. He wills it ! Slaves, how dare 
you not obey? He flogs the whipping-tops. They twirl 
round him, and their descendants laud the tops for being 
mfirry dancers. He lays the foundation-stone with more than 
a hundred thousand of his Muscovitea, who lie buried in the 
swamp. But their groans are not buried. They still hover 
over the earth by day and night, and will not die away until 
the gDniuB of humanity lays them at rest. The forests 
furnished him their branches, and the empire ita soil. On 
this substratum Peter ordered the nobility of his empire to 
build palaces at their own expense. The Neva still flowed 
through moor aud forest, but now also through a csarie 
city. 

Some idea of this capital may be formed from the house 
which Peter built for himself. Every coachhouse or stable ex- 
cels it in size and elevation. Opposite to it., on the left aide of 
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the river, in the present sninmer-gariiens, was tLe amttll stotie 
house in whiuh the Imperial family resided when they deigned 
to quit Petefhoff, Keither Peter nor his successors thought 
of extending the city further up the river, and m escaping the 
dangerous hiundations. 

Apart from the severity with which Peter drove the in- 
hahitants of Moscow and the provinces to his new settlement,, 
the seat of government was speedily populated in another 
fashion. The court, with the immense suita attached to it ; 
the governmental departments, transplanted from Moscow, and 
the other authorities J the gxiard of 10,000 men; the nnm- 
lier of rich slaveholders who were attracted hy adTantagea and 
love of pleasure ; the greed of the traders ; — all this collected 
inhabitants. The luxury which the magnates could display, 
also aided. It consisted in elavcs. The richer the man was, 
the larger his domestic array of serfs. One hundred yearfl 
ago, the guard was formed excluflively of nohles. If a com* 
pany mounted guard, it was followed hy a band of mounted 
lacqueys. According as luxury exerted its influence, the 
proprietor of serfs increased or lessened his fortune, hy buy- 
ing-, selling, presenting, dismissing, or losIng^ them at play. 
To these must he added a quantity of foreigners, whom 
Peter and hia succeeeor eent for to tnake the court more 
European, and the inhabitants of Petersburg more human. 

The model Babel was finished, and, even at the present 
day, the confusion of tongues is perceptible. *^ Ah, father, 
where are you from? You go out a great deal — ^yoa are 
imilfle tr^s rarement." 

Talent, education, honesty, and faith — these, the first inmates 
of the Coarl-city did not bring with themj and at the present 
hour these qualities can only be found like isolated grains of 
corn in a heap of chaff. A foreign gentleman — so says Peter 
Haven — wished to look around him in the clothes-market. 
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He carried his hat under bis arm ; tbe bazaar wrs tLrot]^e<3- 
A Tatar tore his splendid peruke from his head, and with- 
nut the slightest timidity oflSpred it for sale to those around, 
so thiit the OTvnRr was obliged to look on, and go haunt 
without his property ; for no one interposed to prevent the 
robbery. 

How did matters then appear in a mental point of view ? 
Waa the nation so kept down that they could be driven t* 
slanghter like a flock of sheep — or were they really at snch 
a height on the social ladder, that their rider rightly thought 
the" time had arrived to connect them with the rest of Europe ? 
Was the nation already jrtatified in handing down to their 
descendants the mania of universal dominion as a religions* 
truth ? Let us glance curaorily at the legacy which the prt- 
Bent generation has received from their aneeators- 

The naval oflScers kuew nothing of geographical longitude 
and latitude, and asserted, in despite of Magister Haven, that 
cloeks must strike at the sarae hour in Copenhagen and Mos- 
cow. A physician tried to convinue him that thunder was 
produced by the Mother of God makitsg a progresa through 
heaven. No Russian could be persuaded to learn any musi- 
cal instrument. A German trumpeter, who was ordered to 
inatruet sevenil RuaaiauB, regarded his duties as the most 
laboriona in Rtisaia. Men, women, btJys and girle, walked 
orffl-in-arrn through the streets, perfectly intoxicated. The 
supreme charm of beauty was jjuint, made by pouring brandy 
on wood containing a red dye. What was left, after the face 
was washed, found its way down the throat. 

Hayen was present at an Episcopal examination. The 
candidate, a stout tjill man, had to read Russian and Sla- 
vonic, and answer a few qiiestiona about canondaw and de 
st/mbolis. Finally, he chanted mass in such a powerful 
voice, that the tea-things began to rattle and dance. Tisis 
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satisfactory qualification sufficed. Our Dane was also preeent 
at a priest's marriage. He gToans over the fearful excesses Id 
eating^ and driukiTig, and says : — '* It was impoSBible for ■me, 
lis a stranger, to bear such treatment. So I turned quite 
pale in thQ fac€, and was on tbe point of faibting. A Russian 
priest took mercy on me, and handed me a cap of cucumber 
water — that relieved me." 

The Church had inoculated the Rusmane with a belief m 
a Millennium, when they were to rise again, before the Day 
of Judgment, in their own fatherland — no matter where they 
might be buried — to govern the universe. Persona of different 
creeds who joined their religion, they only baptized after the 
aiioBtates had cursed their parents, and shown their contempt 
by spitting at them. In Moscow it was rare to enter a house in 
which loaded pistols were not bung on the walls, on account 
of the inuecurity of property. In the evening no one went 
out without escort. 

"The nobles," says Haven, "the stewards^ farmers, and 
bailiffs, have nearly as great authority over their peasants, as 
the regent over all bis subjects. They dispose of their pro- 
perty at their pleasure, and even of their lives for slight 
offences." In the army no officer was free from corporal 
punishment. General FieM-marahal Miinnich condemned a 
celebrated Lieutenant-general to carry a musket for several 
months. The "Batogg^' was a usual punishment. The 
culprit was stripped, laid with his breast on the ground, held 
down and flogged by his equais in rank. A certain Count, 
whenever he ordered this punishment, always had gunpowder 
strewed over the bleeding back and lighted with a candle, 
to cause himself and hie friends amusement. 

'•^I (Peter Haven) could scarcely have believed that any 
one could be bo unTnerciful, unless 1 had seen proofs of it from 
another General^a Russian gentleman by birth. Ho not 



only freqaeatly gave hia slaves the Batogg; but even had 
the following execution performed in the presence of myself 
i.ni of several others who dinod with him, He foand a small 
hair ixi the dinner, or, as an officer afterwards stated who h^d 
been an eye-witness, he plucked a hair from his peruke and 
pretended he h:ui found it in bis plate. He sent for the 
head-couk, a Prenckman, and cross-esarained him (more he 
did not dare to do), then ordered that one of the scullions, who 
was an old Eussian, should come in, and, after a ehort inqui- 
Bition, be commanded two lacqueys to undress him in the 
room, and fetch eticks. The poor fellow wae laid on a 
tah!e with bare back, and. warmed by the two lacqueys with 
their caueB. Then the General himself took a large glass of 
hoTSe-radish and vinegar from the table, and gave him one 
ppoonful after the other, until be had ewallowed it all. After- 
words, he took a largo piece of bread, liiid pepper and Bait 
nearly a finger thick npon it, which the poor fellow was 
forced to eat, and, if lie had not swallowed it quickly, he 
would have had bis appetite sharpened by the canes. 
Finally, he was obliged to eat two large salt herrings without 
bread, and then had half a pot of brandy handed him. After 
this, he was shut up for twenty-four hours in a room, without 
a drop of water being given him. The General, who, in spite 
of all our entreaties, had continued these barbarities, at last 
said to ns : — ' Thus the nation must be treated, if it is to 
prosper — and this I learnt from my father ; ' adding, ' that he 
did not dare to treat a foreigner in that way, as he might 
poBsihIy present a pistol at hia head ; ' to which was replied, 
'that such indeed might easily be the case.'" 

Catharine II, attempted to give her people an idea at least 
of politeness and social ititercoiu"ee. She tried to introduce 
mixed parties, such as were customary in other European coun- 
tries. She promulgated rules of politeness for theBe asBemblies, 
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whicli snited Kuseian notions. The following are some of 
them : — 

1. Every one is at liberty to sit, walk, play as he likes, 
and no one shall hinder him, or find fault with what he does, 
under the penalty of emptying the large eagle (an immetiBe 
cap filled with brandy). In the same manner, it will fae suf- 
ficient to how on entering amd leaving the room. 

2. People of rank, nohlemen, superior ofBcerB, merchants, 
and working-men — especially carpenters, and any one en- 
gaged in the Chancery — have &ee access to these assemhlies, 
as well 38 their wives and children. 

3. The lacqueys shall have a special place provided 
for them, excepting those belonging to the house, that there 
may he anfficient epace in the rooms set apart for the 
asaembly. 

4. No lady shall get drunk under any pretest ; and the 
gentlemen not before nine o'clock. 

5. Ladies who pky at forfeits, and games of that sort, must 
behave themselves respectably. No gentleman may steal a 
kisa, and no one is permitted to beat & lady in the agsembly, 
under penalty of being excluded for the future." 

In spite of aH their coarseness, the lower orders did not lack 
sbarpnesa. Peter Haven says, " The Eussian makes a distinc- 
tion between himself, the Frenchman, and German, in drink- 
ing. If a fiy falls into a glass of wine, says the Kussian, 
the Frenchman pours off the wine with the fly, the German 
takes it out with his finger, while we drink the wine, fly and 
all, that the wine in the fly's body may not be wasted." 

TS^hat degree of digtilty lU^rati enjoyed, and what treat- 
ment even ambassadors were exposed to, may be seen from the 
following extracts : — A foreigner was tutor to the troublesome 
son of the Due de Biron, He once read his pupil a severe 
lecture on his conduct, and the latter complained to papa. The 
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Duke believed his son, and without inqniring into the tnith, 
he had the tutor iinmediatelj imprisoned, and conderaoed to 
wheel a truck. He was then dismissed from the country. 
When Iha HfinovcnAn ambassador, Weber,— as he himself 
btates in his *' Alteretl Russia," — on his arrivfd at Petersburg, 
paid a visit to one of the magnates, none of the servants would 
aimounce hiraj bo he was obliged to stand in the court-yard, 
and '* freeze bravely," till hi$ Escelletiey ciime ont. Then he 
paid hifl reepectB ; and the foimer asked if he wanted anything 
more. "No," the ambassador replied, and the Russian left 
him standing with the worda^" Well, I want nothing more 
from yon ! " The ambassador paid his respects to another 
nobleman. He had scarcely mentioned Hanover as his 
coimtry, when the Eussian interrupted him: "I don't know 
that land, so yon can announce yourself to the persun to whom 
you are sent." 

On behalf of the doctors of medicine, the upright Dane 
attests, that they earned many a ducat by false witness, and 
that they anniially killed many more than they kept in the 
land of the living. 

Such were the inhabitants of primitive Petersburg ; and 
what do the children and grandchildren say ? 
" nos dieux tiitMairesJ 
Q,uds viorteU ont itS plus dignes d'etre, nos p^resf" 

The immense conflagration which in 1736 kid more than 
1000 houses hi ashes, of course changed Petersburg' from 
the city founded by Peter, and enlarged by Anne. In the 
iiext year, too, several of the finest streets were burned down, 
and since that period continual alterations have tfifcen place. 

And now we will commence otir excursion — 

First to the Neva. Deprive the youthful coquette of this 
long, broad mirror with its granite frame, and she would have 
jvothiug in which to survey herself. The Englishman who, 
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liaving read that the man who sailed up tJie Neva as far hb 
the SuTijmer Gardens, had seew the most remju-kahle points 
of Petersharg, did not reallj deserve to be laughed at, when 
he sailed from London, got iuto a boat at Crotistadt^ pulled 
up to the Summer Gardens, and then returned gtraiglit houne, 
■without Betting toot oh laud, A traveller need not go so 
far out of lus way for the sake of a few palaces, when he 
uun aee much more majestic buildings in Germany, France, 
Italy, or England ; for among ihem all the MSchaeloff 
Pukcc, favoured by Its position, is the only really splendid 
edifice. 

Look at the royal stream, clear as cnstal, the aole object 
that at times spurns the czarie power. When a south-west 
wind blows, the Neva is checked in its course. The more 
powerful oreuti drives it back. It annually causes inunda- 
tions in the hiirbour, on Vasili Ostroff, in all the lower parts of 
the city. The one in 1824 was fearful. The damage was con- 
siderable J and m.any men lost their Uvea in the lower hon&es. 
There are large sailors' barracks close to the edge of the river ; 
but life-boats have not yet In-en thought of. The fury with 
which on that occjision wind and water contended, was fearful ; 
but it waB the most magnificent contest I ever beheld. 

With each succeeding minute the angry river covered 
fresli breadtiis of land, and with such exceeding speed, that 
men in the streets were forced to take refuge in strange houses. 
The canals swelled over their iron parapets, and the sewers 
burst forth like fountains. The waves poured tlirough the 
court-yarde of the houses, and carried off all that could not 
resist their fury. In the stables of the cavalry barracks, the 
horses were unfastened from the racks, and ssvam about in the 
6t roots, seeking for higher ground. The storm howled, and 
shook the roofe till they trembled and cracked again : it 
fieeoied ag if the destruction of the city was iinminent. From 
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the parapet of nay house I could no longer flee A river • it had 
been swallowed up in the sea, which occupied its place, and 
the czaric city lay ftiarfully in the centre of the whirlpool. The 
storm rent the Isaac-Britlge asunder — cables of the thickness 
of an arm were like thread against the raging element; but no 
one heard the crashing' or the falling timbers, for the voice of 
the storm was moro powerful than all besides. From morning 
to night of the 24th Noveinher, the water reigned triumphant 
in the capital. Alexander I. stood on a balcony, looking 
tearfully at the misfortune, but could render no assistance. 

What a sight, when morning dawned upon the scene of 
desolation 1 In many houses nearer the mouth of the river, 
no hope of salvation was possible. Many were found drowned 
in the highest parts of them. A young mother with her child 
pressed oonvulaively in her arms, was found on the top of 
the stove. The sea washed a quantity of corpaea on the 
banks. 

Ou the morning after the inundation^ a large barge laden 
with branJy was found bilged on the top of the granite quay, 
The sailors' barracks in the vicinity were in a state of mutiny. 
The sailors praised Gnd for the deluge and the preeiaus flotsou. 
All ran with empty buckets to the sour<;e of delight, and re- 
turned with theni full. The scene in the barge itself was 
most amusing. Beneath it lay sailors stretched out in the 
fluid, and sucking at boles which bad been bored in the casks. 
The Crown now announced itself owner of the stranded pro- 
perty, and prohibited any further robbery. The guard re- 
ceived orders to protect the spirits. The soldiers made theij 
appearance in considerable numbers. The dauntless sailors 
displayed immense courage. They crawled in swarms into 
the captured fortress, and asserted that Heaven had had 
them exclusively in view. Bayonets, butt-ends, sticks, ropes' 
ends, nothing could repulse the drinkers. One lay on the top 
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of the other, and gladly allowed timself to be beaten black 
and blue, ere be wotibl resign tbia intoxicating aioment in 
Paradise. Wbile one sailor was being dragged out from tbe 
redoubt by tte legs, auotber crept in bo t^ike kis place. The 
gaardj -wearied with the hopeless contest, at last joined tbe 
enemy, and attached their parched lips to the buckets filled 
■with nectar. Only the utter eshauBtioa of the casks, and the 
mathematical conviction that as nothing was left, the Emjwror 
had loBt his rights, restored order, 

For five months tb^ Neva is covered by a coating of ice, 
two to three feet in tbickueBE, -which comes down from the 
Ladoga lake. Masses of ice follow each other in rapid buc- 
cession, and a slight frost connects tht-m together. Very 
rarely does the river freeze compactly, -without drift ice, A 
hundred years ago, there was only one bridge of boats across 
it ; there are now three, and a fourth permanent suspension 
bridge has been buiit. In my time, a strong coating of ice 
prevented all communication between those quarters of the 
city wbich the river separates. As soon as the ice sets, there 
is no lack of dare-necks, who would walk across the broad 
field of ice, which has probably only been joined together a 
few hours before, and is therefore estremely insecure. This 
is not allowed. But the Eusaan does not feel such a timid 
attachment to life. Custom blunts the points of the thorns 
over which bis life's passage leads him — the ice cau, after 
all, only give way, but not render his condition worse. 

" You must not pass I " shouted a gendarme to a RuBsian, 
who wished to cross to Vasili Ostroff, over the recently-frozen 
river ; " it is forbidden, by a heavy penalty, for any one to 
cross." The Euesian, however, glided past him, and reached 
the other bank in safety. " Back ! " another policeman shouted 
to him — " back I we have strict orders not to let any one 
acfoss free." 
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" Don't he a fool I I have got aerosa in safety— let me 
get up." 

'* Back I I have tdld you I dare not let &ny one come 

Tlie dare-neck Tvas driven back by the lialbcrt. He did 
not dare venttir^ on otlior parts uf the ice than those he had 
iilready crossed, so he returned. 

" Back !" the sentry on tlie other side growled to him from 
a rlistiiuco. " No one is allowed to croBS. Back directly !" 

Thus the daring iceman ran the risk either of walking up 
and down the river, till orders came to release hira, or of 
drowning. However, the magnet " na votku" <lrew him up, 

Peter Haven fiiriiiahos a pendaut to tliis story from his 
[>eriod. In Putersibiirg, a police order was promulgated that 
uo one fihoiild go out puUicly after ten at uLght without a 
lantern. Soon after, a general went home at a late hour, 
lighted by a servant carrying a lantern. The watchmen 
collected^ surrounded the general, and after a short conver- 
sation, let the servant go, because be carried a lantern, but 
dragged the gentleman, in spite of bis reclamations, to the 
guard-bouse, where he remained untJl his sorvttnt told the 
police-master, who catne and set him free. 

In winter, the road from Petersburg to Cnnistadt passes 
over the ice. (Dn both sides the road is bounded by fir-trees. 
Watchmen ring bells at regular intervals during tho night. 
Still, it is frequently a fearful and dangerous trajeL In many 
places there arc gaping fissures in the ice, and it cracks and rends 
like thundering artillery. Across these fifisures narrow bridg^ea 
are laid, and the sea wasbeB up beneath them. It is easy to be 
auqiriacd by night and snow storms on the broad frozen ex- 
panse—a thing which onte occnrred to myself and some friends. 
We paid a visit to the Slate Councillor Milius at Cronstadt. 
Our hospitable host detained us. On our return, the moon 
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iBOhe out brigbtly. But at about half the diBtance it was 
hid by a heavy mass of clouds, aud a fwarful gnow-storm fell 
upon ua. After a while the sledge stopped. " We have quitted 
the roadj" said the driver, " I don't know where we are." It 
was impofisibk to hear a bell through the storm, or to open 
an eye. The sea heaved, and raged, and we fanicied it must 
inevitably break through its icy covering* Here no crying 
or pntying availed I At last, when day broke, and the 
snow-etorm was tnitigated, a guard-house was visible at a 
great dietanc*. The trees by the wayside were blown down 
and buried in snow. We obtained assistance to liberate 
otiiselveB from the avalnnche of snow, which tlie wind bad 
piled on our sledge. We had passed bIx long hours on 
the same spot. Had we driven only twenty paces further, 
the sea would have engulfed us in an abys^, which yawned 
before us. 

The Neva water is soft, diRgTietingly bo to the raati accns- 
tomed to drink spring- water. With most travellers it produces 
diarrhoea, and weakens them terribly. But the man is forhinate 
who can obtain water for drinking and cooking from the Neva, 
For any one, who, unlike the Eussian, kaows what it )s to be 
disgusted, it is sickeiiing only to look at the water in the canak, 
which he is forced to employ for his culinary purposes. All 
of them, without exception, are the receptacles for all possible 
filth, — dirt from the factories of every imaginable tinge, and 
from the common sewers, pours into them. From morning 
till night washing is going on in tbem, and drinking-water 
taken out cloee by I The water placed on the table in spring 
is perfectly pestiferous. Frequently in summer did I meet the 
nigbtmen's carts, which discharged their filthy cargo into the 
Fontankn, so that the very air was poisoned. In the morning, 
water for breakfast is procured from it. I once saw a number 
of men leaning over the balustrade of the Fontanka, close to the 
s c 
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Ntkulin bathroom, and gazing down into the water. I joitied 
tliem. The lather formed a thick coating on the Burface of 
the water, and dyed it for eome distance, white, green, and 
yellow. From the middle of this abominaUe filth a "water- 
carrier was filling his cask, and the mob standing around, ap- 
plauded him. A gendarme, on duty there, made some witty 
remarks about the famous tea and rich eonp the purchasers of 
the water would have on this day. At thia moment a police- 
man came out of an adjoining alley. A gentleman went up to 
him and pointed out the public nuisance. " Be off, fellow I " 
he shouted to the water-carrier, " I'll talk to the hathmati 
directly." Off ho went to bis eetablishment, probably to 
breaifoBt. He did not tctum, and tho waterman continued 
his labours. 

My Dane, who always looked about him with clear eyes, 
says : " I had no opportunity of seeing Petersburg till I was 
in it. For although it is situated in a plain, this country is 
covered with forests, that reseniblc a thick wall. The Bishop 
of Novgorod, who lives in Old Pctersbarg, had various pro- 
spects cut through the wood," 

The foreBts both within and without have disappeared at 
the present time. Only on the islands of Petrovsk aud Kres- 
tovski do fir-trees now ruBlle round tho summer villas. The 
EoQperor Alexander formed an all^e of lime-trees in the erces- 
sively broad High Street. Many of the trees had Btood for 
ages, and afforded a pleasant shade from the scorching heat of 
Bummer. A few years ago, sentence was also passed on these, 
and any one desirous in June to know whether vegetation baa 
begun, must eeek proof in the dusty Linden allie before the 
Admiralty, or in the Summer Garden. But although fir and 
pine cones are uo longer collected in the streets of ihe city, 
their deecendauta have remained, and tho morasses have not 
yet dcBerted us in whicU these northern oranges flourish* On 
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the Ligovka is what ia termed the Vladimir Garden, Gtass is 
mown there now : & small grove of firs reminds us of the prse- 
iirhaa ag'es, and the swamp strives to gainsay the assertion 
that we are in a [;ity. Nor is there any lack of grasay spots 
within, the city, on the Vasili Ostroff, at Nevski monastery, on 
the Eiski : among them, 8[>ino large enough for the site of a 
town containing five thousand inhahitants. 

Alexander was the first to impart heauty to the city, and he 
left many buildings for his successor to finish. Conld not the 
miilious expended have been applied to a more useful porpose 
than on palaces, which are now deserted, or theatrical ward- 
rohea ? are there not — 

Gently, gently! we will enter into such questions when 
we turn our backs again, on Eaasia. At any rate, the Kuseian, 
when he comes to town, sees in what ins money has been laid 
out ; and is not sucli a prospect consoling' and cheering ? 
Even my open-hearted Dane gives us a wamrng, when speak- 
ing of his acqaaiutance, a Herr von Huysen, tutor to the 
unhappy Alexei Petroviteh, son of Peter. His words de- 
servo attention, "This man (Huysen) was as perfectly con- 
versant with the history and condition of Russia, as any one 
of the mmisters could be. But he had also learned to hold 
his tongue, as ailence on mich matters ia the special requisito 
for every one who wishes to livt in securiti/ in this empiro." 

In a case where Russia has remained so tborouglily tnie to 
herself, the Lord protect as from letting grave questions 
pass oiiT lips 1 

But here mGtMnks I hear a reader ^y, " Permit me, 
my Cicerone, to raise a slight objection. I have lately read, 
that even the Coryphnei of Russian literature have recently 
published in Germany, that persons can think and speak as 
freely in Petersbyrg as they could do in London, Paris, and 
Berlin. How does that rhyme with your warning ?" 
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Those are not Coryphaei, but Corybttiites, who, as is well 
known, perform their image-worship with aLuudance of noise, 
that folks may be pjevented, by the clattering af their shieltlB, 
from ^jerceiving what their device really is. Their object is to 
light candles for the hlindj and blow out those of the seeing. 
And now I will show you the Petersburg' of which thes« 
gentlemen speak. 

We will take the Winter Palace or the Admiralty as our 
centre. We will draw radii as far as the Vladinnir Street, 
back along the Pea Street, and comprehend the buildings on 
the opposite bank of the river, from the Mining-ScIiDol as far 
as the Surgical Acadetny. Wc have in this diatrict a space 
of about four square verets, the deaolata Admiralty Platz, the 
Champ de Mars, the Summer Garden, the Michaelofi^ki Garden^ 
the Engineers' School, with the great exercising gixiund, the 
bioitdeut streets, the mirrored surface of the Nev* larger than 
all those put together ; and any one who is able in his fancy 
to ti'angfer these empty spaces to any fiecoiid-rate town in 
England, may form a very correct idea of the admired grandeur 
of Petersburg. On two-thirdw of the contents of this area lot 
him write, "Czarlc property," and his mind will thus fonu an 
idea how much is left for civic requiiemeuts. Well, then, 
taking the Isaac's l*Iatz as the centre, what do we see ? 

The Winter Palace, a shapeleaa mass of stone ; three atreeis 
straight as a line ; an immeuse empty square, bounded by the 
Admiralty; the senate, synod, an exercising and manage school ; 
the Isaac's Church; the Government buildings; the head- 
quarters of the staff; other pablic and a few private builil- 
tagB. I see the academy, cadets' barracks, eschange — nothing 
but Corinthian pillars, all of granite. 

Doea the city please you ? 

Yes I but it has been overrated. It appears to me far 
too monotonous ; and the yellow and greenish frontages 
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offer my eye no variety. The regular streets fatigue the 
vision ; and it Beems that, if it were left to Rti9aia.n archi- 
tects, they would chisel and destroy tbe imdulating lines of 
the Venus de' Medici, till they reduced it to their own esthetic 
model. 

You are wrong in reproaching Ruseian architects. Every- 
thing remarkable in Petersburg, from the Winter Palace down- 
wards, was built by Italians, Prenchoieiij and other foreig^iers, 
who wera forced to do homagpe to Enssian expenditure and Hue- 
sian taste, Montferand, e.g.^ would have long ago completed 
the still nnfinished Isaac's Churchy which has been twenty years 
in the course of erection, and completed it in fat better taste 
too, if a Eothschild had aeaisted bim, and if the laws of the 
Russian ritual would have allowed an old church to have been 
entirely pulled down. Besides the larger buildings, the prin- 
cipal monuments of the Metropolis spring from the artistic 
skill of foreigners, Peter's equestrian statue on the block of 
grntiite ; Rumanzoffs pillar on Vastli Ostroff ; Peter L before 
the old Michaeloff palace, now nearly removed ; and Suvoroff'a 
statue, which turns its back, I know not why, on the great 
expensive parade-ground at the Champ de Mara; all these 
date from the reigns of Cath urine II. and Alexander. The 
last reign is dislingiushed by Alexander's pillar, with its shaft 
eighty feet high, and its value entirely lost through a flgaure, 
and by the two men of bronze before the Kazan Church, 
Kutusofl'aiid Barclay de Tolly. 

Linger with me a few momenta in front of Peter's statue 
on the granite block, of which the Hamburg Canon Meyer 
writes, that a man feels enthueiastic itud enraptured on seeing 
it — elevated, in short, above himself; that Handel's divine 
harmonies, and the mighty deeds of Homer's heroes, best 
furnish an idea of the impreBsion which this stone monument 
produces. Come, then, and convince yourself what non- 
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sense even a prebendary can write I Don't be afrftid. The 
Peter of bronze has never yet dazzled any one, or made hig 
flesh creep. 

Nor did I feel anything of Meyer's feverish cioitement. 
But, out pencil and paper 1 I will take a sketch of the man, 
of whom the ivorld has not formed »o great an idea as he did 
of himself. To have his grandeur rightly estimated, he fur- 
nished the idea of hia own statue. He had himself ficulptured 
upon a cameo, as a stone-mason carving a mass of granite — 
the symbol of his nation^ — into an emblematic figure of Rnssia. 
This idea Falconet worked out, when he received the com- 
mission from Catharine II, to execute the statue. He mounted 
the Caar on the block, the Czar riding over his people 1 A 
Jioble idea t a ride over Anthropoliths 1 

Peter's self-esteem was shown on another occasion- When 
caught by a storm on L&ke Ladoga, he shouted to the 
timid Bailora, " What do you fear, you cowards — ia not your 
Tzar among you 7" You can see from this that the elements 
are bound to respect a Czat, But let us draw away as quickly 
as we can^ 

" Why has Peter's hoiae no bridle ?" 

" How would you typify despotism otherwise than un- 
bridled?" 

" I understand. Bnt while drawing, the idea occurs to me, 
that the serpent, which Peter's horse ia triimpling, may be 
meant for Europe. Do these nettles, growing round the re- 
presentative of the nation^ indicate — perchance — ?" 

'' Who are you ?" a soldier, fully equipped, interrupts us. 
" Come to the guard- house I" 

"Why?" 

" The officer has ordered it." 

Yon eee, the Canon was right after all^t ia dangerous 
look on the statue. Fortunately the senate guard-house is near. 
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" Who are you ?" the officer askB. 

'^Two foreigners. " 

"Why were yon Btanding so long there?" 

** 1 waa eketchiDg the statue of Peter I." 

" Have you permission to do so ?" 

''No." 

" Giva me the drawing." 

*' Here it is, only commenced," 

*' I must report it. You will remain bere till I receive in- 
structintis." 

From the guard to the chief magistrate — a period of eight 
houfs^ three at the g^ard, anil from two till seven in the 
abode of the director of police I An inquisition, ad libitum, 
all protocolled at full length in the chancdlerie — ^why we de- 
voted ourselves to sketching — whether we had drawn other 
huildingB in Petersburg, and if bo, what — whetlier we were 
acquainted with the French Envoy, or any others — what pro- 
fesaion we had — who were our acquaintaDcea in the city, and 
so on. At last the chief director appears in person. He re- 
peats the queries of the protocol. 

" But tell me, here I read that you reside at Count 
B 's?" 

" Tea." 

" Butj good gracious I why did you not let me know that 
at once?" 

" Would my crime, then, have appeared in another light ?" 

" Oh, it is the most innocent thing in the world ; had I 
known of this liaison, you would not have been exposed to 
uupleasantness for a moment. I am excessively sorry, gentle- 
men, and pray forget it aH. We must he strict ; thu tiroes — 
you know yourselves — we cannot always read a person's in- 
nocence in his face. I will myself express my grief to the 
Count I but, in the meanwhile, pray pay my respects to him, 



or, better etill, we will not say anytbing more of tht affmr, 
I hope you will not Imrry your rtitum home — Feterebarg 
contains much that is pleRsant. If I can offer you the slight- 
est serrice^ pray command mo ; and if " — 

From tLia day forth, no walk with paper and pencil I Can 
you now understand Meyer, and Gretch and Co., who art; far 
woree tiaiv he is? The circunistanceB I have just inter- 
woven in luy narrative are wofd for word true, and occurred 
to ft friend of mine during his short stay in Petersburg. 
Now, tJicn, seat yourself witb me in a dntsky — it is too far 
to walk. 

Wh^re are we now? 

In a villagp. 

You have bit it. In the village of great and saiitil 
Ocbta. It 19 the dairy of PetersbuT)g and the House of Cor- 
rection for the police. When a member of that band, inspec- 
tor or constable, no matter whiuh, is visibly growing too h\t 
in other quarters of the city, or is detected in the act, they do 
not commit the inhumanity, as in otber countries, of getting 
rid of this raember; but the oflfeuce is covered over by 
Christian charity, and the offender transferred for a season to 
llie milk-women and mushroom-seekers, who carry on their 
trade just in view of Ochta. 

Ton will agree witli me that it is a strange ambition for a 
pnmp-loving city to increase its size by a real village with 
cabms and cottages*— a village longer than itself; and to raise 
thousands of peasants living iu It to the rank of citizens, iu 
order to bring more grist to the civic purse. A village, and not 
an acre around it devoted to cereal productions 1 Round the 
cabins only a small patch of meadow-land, producing fiuffi- 
cient hay for a few cows. Still the cottiers understand the 
tricks of trade as well as their fLdlow-townsmen. The womenj 
put flour into the aky-blue milk, and sell It at m high a prioan 
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us tlie riebest cream ; while the men make with hatchet, saw, 
rind plane, cheap fumitiiire, in which, beneath the -yamish, 
trickery is patent in every joint — though not till after some 
weeks' use. 

Let UB now look at another quarter of the city — the 
Viborg'. Back, then, through the long, narrow village to the 
bridge of Vosnesensk. 

What do you see ? 

Barracki?, the Medico-Chimrgical Academy, the County 
Hospital, churches and houses, irequently in a miserable 
state. A poor prospect this t Let us turn back, the road is 
too bad. 

But first admire Borne in spe. 

^\Tiat do you mean ? 

You will soon see. Here to the right are more new 
barracks. But henceforth we bid ndieu to everything that 
resembles a human residence. Rarely docs a peasant meet us. 
Notice to tlie right a continnous hedge belonging to the 
kitchen gardens, in which spinach, onions, cabbage, and 
[lotatoes grow with wearying monotony. As far as the 
eye extend B, not a tree — only low ecrubliy bushes emerging 
fjTom a swamp, Throngh it we drive for nearly two miles ; 
evejy thought of a city or a village has disappeared. We are 
perfectly in tlie open country. Here, then, the capital ap^wars, 
in fact, like the puffed-up frog in the fable, which burst 
fn>in over-straining. Here is a morass extending for versts, 
hke ft Siberian steppe attached to a city, within which 
several additional cities could be built ; and yet, in thia 
desert, I must not give up the idea that I nin in a handsome, 
mcKlcrci, busy, densely-pflpulaled metropolis. Ridiculum est 

Sed periculosttm non creders. Silence I silence ! if the 
sentry we shall soon see, hears ua talking Latin, he will take 
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ITS for spies, and we shall have to undergo an ezamination 
Jike that of yesterday. 

The barrier is upon a hill. By the guard-hauee are a chapel 
and an alrasHouse, founded by a DemidoS', On this spot a 
loving mother lost eon in a duel. Slie honoxired his memory 
by this monument of heaevolence. The number of inmates 
is, I believe, twelve- We find simplicity, cleanliness, good 
food, the silence of a monastery. The picture of the bene- 
factreee in the dming'-room speats more to the heart than do 
the two lazy popes in the chapel. 

We will choose another homeward route along the Stro- 
ganoBF, ftud other widely- extending gardens. We will look at 
the Poteniljurg side ttnd at Tasili Ostroff as far as the haven. 
Half the day is gone. Wo will change horses. In the 
afteraoon we fiy through Smolna, Nevsky, the Pesky, the 
Moscow districts — in short, all the outlying parts of the 
town round the Winter Palace. What have we seen ? 

A quantity of intensely regular elreets, lanes, and alleys 
— ^the majority deserted, and containing miserable hovels; 
immense empty squares, nowhere aught remarkable or worthy 
of notice. All that desenres inspection is collected round the 
Admiralty. 

In the centre of a quantity of fields, in which theire would 
be room for another city, we find a fortress with a ravelin. 
These fields are converted into a park for the delectation of 
the public, whose eyes are more refreshed by the greenness of 
the perambulating uuifomis than by foliage. The fortress is 
a gloomy buikiing, with three gateways. From the walls 
the trumpets of t±ie great ones of the earth bray whenever a 
new brother is bom into tho world, or a festival proclaimed. 
Beneath these trumpets grin the deep, narrow, granite ori- 
fices of the casemates, which do not always contain criminals 
escliislvely. It was in one of these fearful oubliettes that the 
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Princess TaraKanoff, a daughter of Elizabeth, imprisoned by 
Catharine 11., was drowned by the rising- of the river. In 
the chapel, the embalmed bodiea of the imperial family 
are preserved ; in another vault the state treasure h gnarded. 
Thug then, misery, gold, and death, the three Farces of 
the age, have met together in a fortress built after Vauban's 
plan. 

The roads themselves indicate where and how far the title 
of metropolis is justifiable. Any attempts at improvement are 
only to be found in the vicinity of the Winter Palace ; here are 
macadamized roads or pavement, then come wood-roads, which 
the more distant suburbs cannot imitate on account of the 
expense. On the Pesky, and on many other ptitts, the streets 
ai'e still nnpaveii, and in the wet months the carriages sink 
up to the axle in mud. I will not refer to the Petersburg 
and Yiborg aide ; I will select the street running' pa^t the 
Bath to the Liteiae, quite close to the Nevski Perspective. 
The ceasation of winter^for we cannot talk of spring in 
Fetersbufg — in April and May, renders tke deeply-furrowed 
stone pavement a perfect tortnre for man and horse, and on 
the hollow resounding wooden bottom in most of the suburbs, 
there is a riek of breaking neck or limbs the whole year 
through. The repairing the roadway is a very great expense 
to the owners of housea in the principal streets, for whicii no 
reduction is made in their regular taxation. One of my 
acquaintances in the Morskoi, prooured paving-atones at a 
considerable expense, jn the hope of having a firm pavement 
in front of his house. He had completed his task, and ex- 
pected to escape payment for repairs for a long while, when 
he received orders to take up the pavement again and lay 
down a wooden road. This will not last longer than threLi 
years. The wretched wood, the swampy soil, the months of 
April, May, September and October, which actually soi'teu 
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iron and stone, the miserable workmanship, and ihe constant 
locomotion, soon render the road nearly impagstible. 

Petershurg, that 18 the Residence-pi'Oi>er, raay be considered 
" ex q^icia cleanly." CJeaTilineHS is here no virtue, hut aa 
unintermitting slavery for the house-owners. If the jjoUce 
refrained, for only a few days, fpom sending out tbeir emis- 
BarieB to compel, with inexorahle sternness, the cleansing of 
the streets, it would be imirossihle to ride or walk even 
through the most fashionable of Lhera, The propensity for 
dirt is an element of Russian nationality. Witney the court- 
yarda of houfles inhabited exclusively by RuBsians. A strik- 
ing^ instance of this may he found in the shops on the Nevski 
Prospect, jwBt beyond the Auhchkoff Bridge. 

In Bhort, there is nothing extraordinary — not a trace of what 
I antieipated. Peter.ibnrg's greatness is that of vanity. It is 
said to he analogous to the magnitude of the etnpire. Well, no 
matter I that injures nobody. But one cannot help feeling that 
it tries to be greater than it really is. When I am forced to 
walk three versta to reach the external barrier of the city, and 
along this road, I see not ev&n a cabin, touch less a houses-only 
fields, hushes, plains without the slightest attraction. — must 
I then believe that I am in the highly-lauded metropolis ? 
Ib it excessively agroeahle to he obliged, if I want to visit 
a, friend, first to walk uiyaelf tired in crossing squares, which 
oveiy one shuns in the dark, lest he be plundered or killed, 
as is frequently the case ? Must 1 say of these solitudes, 
" They charm me ? they arc beautiful ?" Mtist I cry out in 
amazement, that the enormons, eye-wearying barracks are 
marvellous ? Are palaces only to he found ia Fetersbarg ? 
Are not much finer buildings to he seen in London, Paris, 
Vienna, and a dosen other capitals? In every city where 
attention is devoted to architecture, Petersburg is thrust into 
the background. Without making odious comparisons, I 
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will only ask if Petersburg' contains r single biiilding' equal 
to the Louvie? But even if every splendid efiort of geuiua, 
which the plastic art can produce, were collected together, 
would the sight afford any satisfaction, when we reflect that 
these huildiaga and wjuiirt's wci-e huilt at a sacrifice of more 
tlian a hundred thousand lives, and that a human race is kept 
in ii«rfdom within them, in order to hold another and larger 
liranch of the family in still more oppressive and heavier 
fetters ? 

A soldier-city can never alter its appearaace f the atiff 
training is always visible ; and whence were the citizens of 
Petersburg derived ? 

Every slayoholder was able to increase his revenues by the 
foiindatiiin of the city, A bigUtr poll-tax than usual, led 
bim to givt; his serfa temporary liberty, and they tried, by 
the most menial labours, to ^ain more in the city, than they 
did hy tlie plough, which they gladly tlirew aside, because 
it turned up a sod which did not belong to tiiem. They 
riBUally wettt into the service of trade-speculators. They took 
their native trickery with them. They gained money ; with 
this nitiney, which their masters wanted, they purchased their 
liberty, remained in the city, increased and multiplied, and 
their children carried on their trade in the paternal spirit* 
These are the citizens of the metropolis. The money, the 
Jupiter tonanSf became the civic spirit, and the law matricu- 
lated the citizens according to the magoitude of their impost. 
Latterly, the want of money, and consequently the thirat for 
it, bifcarae so critical among the nja^istracy, that the popula- 
tion had to he increased, if the new taxes ordered were to be 
paid. Whence, then, obtain citizens? This is no difficulty 
in Russia. Every arti^n who keeps more than a couple of 
apprentices, and has a sign before his house, must pay higher 
taxes, or enter the third merchants' guild, with five hundred 
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rubles yearly income-tax. If, tLen, you now ask a cobUer, 
tailor, saddler, oM-clothesman, &c., what he is, he protidly 
replies, Peterburffskb'i Kupeiz! — {Peteraburg- tradesman.) In 
the next place, the barriers were carried much further out. 
Every village was taken into the city, and all the servants, 
male and female, were made citizens for a registratiou fee of 
from forty to fifty rabies. Honorary citizens wpre then 
created besideB all those Mestchanina and the three merchant 
guilds. The title might easily he presumed to have reference 
to honour or some distinguished quality. But tbis is tiot its 
meaning'. It only depends ou the time during which a firm 
has been in existence. An honorary citizen of this calibre re- 
ceives a red piece of tin with his name painted on it, as his 
title, which is faetened to hia doorpost. Honour Itas nothing^ 
to do with it. Whether such an ornament of the city renders 
himself conspicuouB by bankruptcy, or is notoriously a swind- 
Itr, ia not of the slightest consequence ; the dtoyen notable 
still remains attached to the house. 

Such was the creation of the bourg'eoisie. Are you now 
inclined to inquire about civism and a spirit of tmani- 
mity ? 

In that case, the countless greeUf stiff-starched gentlemen, 
who fill aU the streets, are the burgomasters and councillors 
of these ready-made citizens. At least their important faces 
seem to indicate that the empire rests on the shoulders of 
each man among them. 

TVellj then 1 among them there ia not a single independent 
man ; they are all people owing their esistence to the govern- 
ment. Green is the colour of the nobleman who writes accounts, 
protocols, passes, reports ; and tbose who have reached a cer- 
tain point, only write their names, of course as illegibly as 
possible, to display their nobility. 

I understand. They are Government officials. 
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Not that I there are no offices in Russia, or the Kussiftii 
laiignag^e ; there are only duties. These gentlemen are called 
Tchinovnii.'s (Betitled), who all do things heyond their duty, 
and for whom we of coarse feel all poBsihle respect, although 
they cause great annoyance to honest people nnd their chief. 
But we will discuea this matter at another period. 

How large is the population of Petersburg ? Who has 
counted the inhabitants ? The numerus rotundusj according 
to the police, is 450,000, at least their arithmelio raises it to 
that sum ; but any one who takes ao interest in figures may 
examine the following statistics. The police authorities 
themselves, reckon as the half of this sum, serf peasants, who 
Btream in from the whole of the empire, to earn enough money 
in snmraer, on which to live in winter, when they either re- 
tarti home with their property on their hacks, or remain in the 
outskirts. As components of the other moiety, there are 50,000 
artisans, an equal number of serf and free serrants, and Mest* 
chanins of all descriptions— 60,000 soldiers, 10,000 shop- 
lieepera called merchants, all peasants. To this mass add 
24,000 foreigners, the thousands belonging to the Mzcie 
noblesse, and the nohlesse commerdale^ and anybody can cal- 
culate and sort the number of the population. Of these, 
52,000 are Lutheran and Eeformed, 23,000 Catholic, and 
above 2000 Mohammedans. The males are to the females 
in the proportion of two to one. 

Now I can account for the masses of the lower classes 
present at all festivities, gi'eater than can be seen in any city 
of Europe. 

Quite right ! This accounts, too, for the fact, that only 
the main streets are lively, and the distant streets are quite 
deaerted ; and for this reason, too, many parts of the city are 
entered at a late hour with considerable fear, or at least with 
very uncomfortable feelings. 
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In Bummer, every one who has the means fliea to the country. 
The city becomes a place of torture. At an early hour, when 
afljutants, teachers, and water-carriers alone are seen it) iLe 
Btreetfi, or here and there a waggoner with ft dirty drosty, 
and Btill dirtier sinockfrock, begins his hiborious hufiinees ; tb«3 
IrooDflB of the porters Btir up the thin, fine eand, which ibou- 
sands of carte bring annuaUy into the city to cover the pavement 
and atretts, and vvlxlch the wheels pound to the finest powder. 
During a breeze, cloudfl of doat rise to the roofa of the Iiouees. 
This thick dust helps doctors, tailoi's, and hatters to a. live- 
lihood, Iti the rooms lookicg on the streets, it penetrates 
the most closely-fitting drawers. At mid-day, the stone pave- 
ment is scorching- under the feet — every one flies from the 
south side, and seeks the shade of the north. Night alone 
constitutes the summer-beauty of the Pobir world and its vici- 
nity. Beautiful, iiicompaj-ablj beautiful, are the May and 
June nights in the north I I have freq^uently read and written 
at midnight, by the light of the sky. 

But of what avail if all the luxury, all the extra vagauee 
laid out on sumtner amusenaente, when nature only dispenses 
her scantiest gifts? Spring, aumraer, and autnini], concen- 
trated into June and July. Even these, how frequently a 
deception I Hu I and the winter. I freeze in the dog- 
days, when I merely think of the icy cerecloth. The whole 
creation is frozen, and the entire firmament, by day and night, 
looks down without any feeling of compassion upon the mispry 
beneath. After nine o'clock, the daylight grows dim ; and 
by mid-day, the sun has sunk far beneath the meridian, and 
eoQEoles itself with the idea that there is a brighter world 
beyond. 

When tlie spring has long ago opened the buds in northern 
Gennany, and tiio trees are studded with white bloBSoms, like 
Fwansdown, the Neva first begins to throw off the icy surface 
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of the I^adogra Lake. The frozen entih still retains the germ, 
the bircli offers its naked brauches to tbo sun, and the Octo- 
ber and November enow U still q^iiietly Blumbering in the 
pine-foreatfl. 

But cannot tlic Hyperborean, bom in cold and accustomed 
to it, find his pccoliai* eiijojtnent? "It is true," he Bays, 
" that nature treats us like unnily children. She gives us the 
alternative between hot baths and snows. Byron certainly 
did not think of us when he sang — 

■ Eiujw'it Hum the tiuid, wber« tba ^pren ud mjTtle 
An embleDU ot depdi (bM tta doae in Ibdr clinifl T ' 

Yet oranges and violets might flourish among' us, if our icy 
genius wore not bo capricious. Would you doubt our good-will 
to pluck them ? In the hot months, we would not escbange 
with you, for we aro richer in shade than you are ; our pine 
forests, and tbe dowy grass beneath the trees, are more re- 
freshing than your orchards. Our fancy is sufflciently fertile 
to let ns imagine peaches, almondst and figs growing on our 
pines. We never suffered firom any lack of imagination. In- 
dulge yourselves with the profane reality — we poseesB ideahty, 
a Fata Morgana f&irer and more admirable than can be seen 
on the coast of Italy, where it is too frequently a will-o'-the- 
wisp. The police protect us from any deception. We are con- 
versant with the arts and sciences. We have brains like other 
nations. But the fingers of the Muses are, I own, benumbed, 
and it is difficult to study with frozen feet. Yet have we, 
on that account, any lack of academies ? Any one who, on 
account of the cold, does not write, becomes an academician ; 
whoever does write, is imprisoned. What attracts foreigners 
to our eoimtry, save our treasures ? Golconda, Pern, blush 
before us ! Gold hums on our chnrch-towers. Silver efflor- 
resces like saltpetre on our wails. On the walls of the paper- 
e D 
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mills, and in a stone building near the Fontanka, red, white, 
and blue strips of paper grow, for which people quarrel and 
kill one another as they do for gold. All attempts to sup- 
press them are fruitless. They are burnt in iron boxes, that 
they may not reappear. It is of no avail — the weeds grow 
up again from the ashes and the rubbish. Still, with this 
paper we effect more miracles than you do with your gold 
and silver." 

In short, if the Enssians are satisfied with their own lot, 
what cause have we to complain ? 
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THP BALTIC PBOVIHCEB- 

Tlitt EuHiAD {tfaHTaeter— Tb« immpaigti of 1613 — A.laziilider I, — BuieLaJi fynt at tbft 
rreaab^EaT]' of Oertnaui^-Bafdiiy de TuD; uid Euiuaoff— Defeclioii tif Gatioiiil 
Tort— Rqui&n riefT of liis trawiiiury— Tli9 bumltig of liltiti— Q«ti«ntl ftuliteci — 
DlCAiei [^ned \ty Kit^holaa — Tb^ UniFer^t^ of Dgqij^t-^^Von«^lit-y Qf t^Q profQieors — 
A ttllor mhle S.C.L.— Euwiui Uleratare^The tmde of tlio B&ltLc proirinooj—pitt 
i*n4 tlw nereiMwts of Londkiii^ — Thfl &r«(* Cimrcti — Gjtiireinduin of the tmhoUca — 

Buaai»U ktfitlltidt— The ruiii^Llai; H^atetn — The mCjuniiialiaD— Ooldeu teetb — Tile 
BnldieT'i tnining — PuniUty at the noil^AboIitiDn of serfdotu — AbundAQco of gnioe — 
Walf-buntlJig by nlghl— Ynnidty <jf ihe TrQlvoa — Beai-liantiiig—^caUeiit ijirnt — Tiie 
fialtic proTiDcat j^du&Uy Ruiflmnltod— Uouai Beidceudarff— Tlie put biituiry of ilia 
pTOTlacee — Charles Xtl.— Nmwb and PnHawi.— Euewao Tiwity- 



TiiF. reception 1 met with in Petersburg^ ia those fflmilies 
to which I had been recommended, prevented me for a long 
while noticing tnj- absence from Germiiay. There was no- 
tliing- in my mode of life which could cause the clouds of dis- 
tionteat to rise ou my horizon. 

Still in no large city had I ever felt so stifled as in this 
metropolis. I was entirely master of my movemeflts, and yet 
it appeared to mo as if I were walfcin* in a crowded factory, 
where I was constantly obliged to look right and left, lest niy 
coat being cangbt by a wheel, I myself should be dragged 
in. If I went out into the open country, and left the tall grena- 
diers, and green and white striped barriers behind me, I had 
sti!l to look round, lest a CossHok should ride up and drag me 
to tlie guard'honae, because I had ceglected to bow to the 
Grand Duke Constantine. 
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This precaution, Lliis constant right-about face, these social 
laeetiflga, where no one is happy, and a friend offers another two 
finger-ends as a heartfelt salutation — this public life, in which 
tlie drum gives the jmlaation, this vacuum in hustle, and this 
monotonous hutn, so conducive to sleep : adl this caused en- 
joyment to thousands upon thousands, but not to me. I must 
be among men, whose hand I can press, and have toy own 
pressed in turn^ 

An excursion to Moscow and Tula waa very agree iible to 
tae. The ever-recurring novelty, differing so greatly from the 
rest of Europe, kept my ttoughta constantly engaged. 

*' But, for all that, I should not lite to remain in Kussia," 
I remarked, just after a Governor with his entire military and 
civil suite had come to pay hie respects — of course I do not 
mean to me. 

" I hope you will grow accustomed to the features of the 
country. The beautifiil scenery he enjoye at home renders 
a foreigner an enfant gdti ; and, as a natural consequence of 
this pampering, he docs not like any country where he can- 
not see mountains and waterfalls," 

" I am accustomed to alps and valleys, it is tniej" I replied ; 
" hut I have not pampered my fancy in consequence, and I 
have snch confidence in its power, that it could cause a Hippo- 
crene to gush forth even on Busaian soil. I never pout with 
nature. I can feel her pulsationsj everywhere. It was not, 
therefore, the uniformity of the country that caused my feel- 
ings to And a tongtie in the expression, ' I should not like to 
remain iu Russia' — it waa the men, Without men even 
Tempe were to me a grave ; and I should be dissatisfied with 
Hu Elysium, if the foot of man could not be traced on the 
enamelled mead." 

" I understand what you mean ; btit tell me, why do not 
the Russians please you?" 
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" Because they crawl ; because they all look as if theii con- 
silience were pricking them. Why cannot they stand upright 
before yon ? Wliy are tlley »o like camels, expecting sacks 
of com to be laid on their backs?" 

" Do not ask too much from men who live in ciTcnmstances 
rendering tbem what they are." 

" What circumstances can exist in Europe, causiog a man 
to BUppreEB bis physical feelings, even when their expression 
h not forbidden ? " 

" What, do you mean by that ?" 

" Quite in the rear of the group a titled official has been 
standing, aa helplessly stiff as if (i bean-atick was running 
down bis back. His timidity, or some other cause, had pro- 
duced a sufiuBion on bis face, and induced a swarm of flies to 
settle on his countenance, so that he looked more like a Moor 
than a European. If he had only dared to give a good puffj 
or raise a hand to drive off the troublesome guests ! — but I do 
believe he would not have stirred, if their hosts had been routed 
by a fly-flap. As soon as your glance passed over a row of 
these men, their eyes were fixed on the ground, I>id not the 
Governor himself look like a detected criminal ? When T 
walked through the ante-raom, what bowing and smiling to 
me, an unknown and midecorated man — what a wall formed 
on either aide I Would these people have deigned to look at 
me, if I had not stood in your sunshine ?" 

" I do not deny the truth of your opinions ; but still I think 
1 can make you acquainted with men who would not cause 
you to repeat your riimark : ' I should not like to remain in 
Russia.' I believe a stay in our Baltic provinces will be ii 
good preparation for you. As Boon as we return, we will go 
there with my family." 

I was delighted at the idea. The journey to Livonia soon 
followed. Men and fields become different as soon sua the 
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I'eteraburg gowrnment ia left behind. Riga was the first place 
we visited. 

Tbe dawn of those days which were to come, had not yet 
broken. The poBsibility of war was Btill being discussed. 
The left bank of the Duna was being fortified. I gladly 
joined the engineer oiScer at the new works. It affoi*ded me 
pleasure to look at liis drawings and calculations. All tieae 
fortifications were so fragile that tbe water tore them down 
86?eral times ; and if the enemy bad made an nssatUt, they 
would not have offered an hour's resistance. 

The cloiuls darkened. Tbe armies were drawn up in op- 
position. There were, both in Euasia and Livonia, Titans, 
TvhOj with a few companies, were to advance victoriously on 
Paris through the ranks of the beaten foe. Ensigns ready to 
put Kapoleoii in a cage, and country clergymen determined to 
give up their churches, owing to the mtiltitudes of captured 
niarebala to be confined in them. But the embarrassed air, 
the paleness of terror, could be noticed on all their faeea. 

Alexander L was still attached to his notions of humanity. 
His demands in the hour of need consequently caused no dis- 
satisfaction. When he estjibliBhed a war-tax in Livonia, he 
left the contributions voluntary, and forbade any property or 
income tax. Nothing but tbe good- will was requested. The 
militia was established. Willingly did the parishes offer their 
sons ; and tbe nobility were not backward in supplying well- 
itistrncted leaders, Alexander was beloved by all tbe nations 
under his sway, and many a noble trait in the character of the 
Russian serf was revealed in this distressed condition of his mas- 
ter. There were moments, too, when Alexander deeply repented 
having followed English persuasion too far. His heart was 
good ; but the want of firnmess of character brought him into 
collisions where accident more than presence of mind saved 
him. His greatest failing was that he could never be a futh- 



4 
I 

4 




ALEXA1«DEE X. 



55 



fill, upright friend, or open foe. Of all his brothers, lie wag in 
this respecjt the weakest. He had promised Napoleon to ex- 
clude England from his empire ; and the English never im- 
ported more freely and largely in all Russian ports than just at 
the period when the promise was in effect. Napoleon knew 
the Eusaian Emperor too well to trust entirely to his fiiend- 
ship ; and Alexander could not he sufficiently honest not to 
have esciises always in readinesa. The former displayed his 
autocratic notions openly before the world. Ho did not de- 
ceive by proraiees of liberty — and every ono knew what ho 
had to expect from him. Alexander waa always auperficialty 
courteous, friendly, Bmiling, without hia heart being in earnest, 
and a pretty face waa capable of overthrowing promise or re- 
solve. For Rassia and Germany he had ever a Bmiling, ami- 
able manner ; hut Stein, the minister, said very truly of his 
fancied friend : " II est dai7% les Rushes vetdeni que nous 
resthns vulnSraMes." 

Neither in RuBSia nor in Livonia wag there a popular rising 
against the enemy. There was no Spartacua to be found. 
Even the boasters became silent, when Macdonald advanced 
into Courland, and the cry of " Prantzue" was the same object 
of terror to the *' children of their country" as the chimney- 
sweep is to little boys and girls. 

DUnaburg, which had been rendered an important fortress 
at an immense expense, threw its guns into the water, and its 
garrison bolted. The foe occupied the whole left bank of the 
Dtina. Courland was held, Livonia was nnassailed. Boring the 
entire campaign the corps under Macdonald was only once dis- 
quieted by a sally from Riga, in which the Russians' inclination 
to cross the Diina again was checked. With the exception of 
the hostile visit to the Dlina island of Dahlen, the fortress was 
left nnassailed as io profoundest peace. K the foe wished to cross 
Ihe river, they could do so at various places, without exposing 
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themsfilves to loss under the outworks of a fortification. Pms- 
eian hussars and Bavtirians reconnoitred for a few miles rounj 
Kreutzhnrg' in Livonia, and by their conduct iusptred snob 
coii£dence that their pre^nce in Tillages or chateaux was 
gladly hailed. 

I aeoompanied a frietid of mine, a colonel who had been 
sent out to reconnoitre atongr the Diina by the War Goireraor. 
How great was toy pleasure when I found in tlie owner of an 
estate lying close to the Diina, a gentleman whose acquaintance 
I hatl formed a few years before, when he was travelling: with 
his family in Switzerland ! His buildings were occupied by a 
strong picqnet of Cossacks, who behaved as if in an enemy's 
country- Their patrols were directed against fowls, geese, 
calves, and cows, which they partly stole, partly drove off by 
violence from the Tillages and isolated farms. To make up 
for this, they displayed their brayery on the enemy. On the 
other bank stood detached picquets of the hostile outposts. At 
times the Cossacks swam by Right on horseback across the 
river, and caiTied off a. sentry, by throwing a lasso round bis 
neck, and dragging him after them through the water. Two 
Bavarians, strangled in this way, were still lyjng^ in their 
uniforms on tlie bank, when we rofle up to the house. The 
colonel certainly read the Cossack officer a lectnre on hu- 
manity; but yet seemed convinoed that be might as well 
have spared his anger and words to men who regarded 
the fi>e, not as human beings, but merely as game to be pur- 
sued. 

The road home led us through the governmeat of Wenden, 
where the colonel had been sent to look after provisions and 
militiamen. We had just quitted a grove of alders, and wenj 
riding up a gentle slope, when a countless quantity of oxen, 
cows, horses, carriages, peasants, militiamen, il'c, came toward 
us in the moat picturesque confusion. The cry, " Frantzusi ! 
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Frantzusi t" effected tliie wild flight. The cattle were driven 
out oi' all the fields. 

" Where are tlie French ? " 

" There, there I" tliey sliouted in reply, Bnt tiowliere could 
a i^irsuer be seen. A dragoon, belonging to our escort, held a 
militiaman firmly, down whose face large drops of perspiration 
were running through fright. 

" Why do you run so?" 

" The French are coming." 

"Where from?" 

" I don't know." 

" Have you seen them ?" 

" I have Been nothing." 

" Who has seen them?" 

"I don't know," 

" So yon ran away without having seen an enemy?" 

The danger was expkiued. A cattle -market was being 
held in a neighbouring village. A few young gentlemen 
from an adjoining estate had devised some fun. They redo 
at mad epfed, and shouted, "The French are coming I" 
The name was sufficient to Bend the peasants flying in every 
direction. 

AH through RusBia it was the eame; the villages were 
emptied hy the fear of a still distant enemy. Ensaian enthu- 
aiiigm looked comical enough, as long as the help of a Ligher 
arm was not visible. But then every woman became a hero. 
Wounded and half-frozen beings could not resist this uatame- 
fthle courage. 

The Government set the example in propagating the mytli 
of the retreat of the Russians having been a wisely-arranged 
plan of operations : the expensive entrenchment of the entire 
army on the frontier, the sacriflee of men in conk'sts vrhieh 
tliL'y could not escape, the separation of the two corps d'armSe., 
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and the timict juDctioa at Smolensko, the battle of Boradino, 
where, after taking the sacrament, tliey firmly determmed to 
die, sooner than yield «n inch of ground to the foe ; the 
devaBtation of the country on the retreat ; the packing tip of 
all valuables in PeterBburg ; the levying of the utmost fofces 
of the empire ; the caUing ont of the Bashkir archers ; the 
siidection of the enemy to Moscow, &c., all this was only a 
snare — oaly a mask to deceive the credulous fee, and their 
disgi'aceful overthrow was wisely designed and foreseen. 

When the moat diagueting flattery gave the Emperor un- 
merited patronymics, which he was ashamed to accept, in the 
face of the present and the future generation, his conscience 
honestly confessetl the truth about the overthrow of the 
enemy i " It was God vrho effected this I " 

That the whole Russian army, ere it had lost a man or had 
been demoralized by retreat, would irrevocably have been lost, 
if it had oflfered resistance, the poets will not allow. That 
Barclay de Tolly, the saviour of the array, was himself obliged 
to request the Emperor to give the supreme command to a 
Russian, and that he was exposed to the yells of the Euasians 
as a traitor, the poets did not hesitate to say was part of the 
(scheme, That the Emperor judged diffetently of this man's 
value, he proved by appoiuting him once again to the anriy. 
Barclay was much too modest not to eay, " I cannot measure 
myself against a Ney." And though it was always hateful 
to Russian dignity, to be indebted to a foreigner, still they 
have been obliged to endure the sight of the man whose life 
they imbittered, standing in bronze before the ECazan Church, 

I will take only one glance at that period, and at an oc- 
currence to which, as I think, too little weight has been 
attached in judging of its consequences, and which onght 
rather to be placed in the foreground, when examining thoKo 
mighty events. 
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Wlien JTapoleon's army advanced on the Eusaian frontiei", 
the spirit of old times lay heavily on the whole EuBsiiin na- 
tion and its armed defriiderB. What conntless armies Rnssia 
batl opptised to the Mongols, as often as they felt disposed to 
invade the desert-steppes of the empire 1 hut the Kussiaiis 
ever fled like scared fawns at the sight of the foe. Demetrius, 
with his haudfiil of slaves, was the same phantom to them. 
iWhenever a foe approached, they fell back on their capital. 
Napoleon's desire to bring the enemy to close quarters was 
fi'Uitless, The retreat of the Russian army was the signal 
for the nation to fly too. The Russian peasant has no pro- 
perty to leave behind. He drives his horse and his cow be- 
fore him into the dense forest, and, with his own hands, he 
rebuilds the wretched cabin which becomes the prey of the 
flames, and in this the landlord must assist bim. The im- 
mense forest-covered district between the Diina, the Dnieper, 
and the NIemen, was a favourable place of concealment from 
a greatly-dreaded enemy. 

Like herds of cattle, the eerfa were driven into the govem- 
inents situated on the route of the army, to make Tip the 
tremendous losses among the retreating- warriors. None of 
the sons returned to revisit the paternal hearth. Far and 
wirie across the provinces, flew, like a meBsenger of death, the 
cry of the enemy's approach ! Here and there a pamphlet 
appeared, in which all the devastation effected by the flying 
Russians was aacribtid to the enemy, while the howling popes 
aj-oueed the nation to burn their deserted temples and villages. 
It was all of no avail. The terror was nnivenial, and could 
not be expelled from their limbs. Paper-bulletins of victory 
fluttered around. At one place the hostile hordes were said 
to have been sent home with broken heads; at another, to 
have been utterly annihilated. This cure, too, was ineffectual. 
It was discovered that the annihilated squadrons rose a^aiu, 
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and the snppoaed victors were in full retreat on the capital. 
In ehort, the confidence in government, victory, and salvation 
was gone ; and b-II the army of Bainta could not overcome the 
want uf faith in their own power, or aronse any hope of celes- 
tial intervention. 

And on what, indeed, ebouM the belief in ii Russian vic- 
tory be based? Knpoleon had traatrated the design of the 
first and second armies of the west under Barclay arjd Bagra- 
tion, to unite in a fortified camp at Drissa, and, la this firm 
position, prevent the enemy from advancing farther into the 
country, whether he proposed to march on Fetershurg, or 
selected the road to Moscon'. The greatest art bad been em- 
ployed in the fortification of this camp, and immense s^ims 
expended, Redonhta, bastions, batteries with hundreds of 
gims, trenches with palisades, fortified bridges across the 
Dilna — in short, everything which fortification can offer for 
Reourity, bad been employed. Being utterly repulsed fron] 
their basis of operation, there was nothing- for the Bussiau 
armies to do hut to give up all the plans they had previously 
formed, and trust to what the chapter of accideutB and tlie de- 
monstrationB of the enemy might now suggest. 

The first piece of good fortune was the junction at Smolen- 
sko. Barclay was unable to risk an engagement before this 
took place, as ho had intended ; for Bagration bad been seri- 
ously Tveafeened by his unsuccessful attempt at Mohileff, Ic 
conjunction with this piece of good luck, the collisions among 
the Bussian Generals were checked, and even if the outcry 
about Barclay's want of strategic talent was intended to 
cover the retreat of the great army, still any sensible man 
was able to reply that Russia had her greatest military national 
intelligence with the army — Kutusoff, Kulnief, Tntachkoff, 
PlatofT, Kamenski, the Grand Duke Constnntine, Uvaroff, 
Bagration, Termoloff, Woronzoff, Wasilischikoff, and other 
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Generals. Would the safety of the Ru^ianB have been 
more assuxecl in their hands, had the non-national talent been 
ahsentj as displayed in Wittgenstein, Dlehitsch, St. Priest, 
Korf, Pahleu, Sievers, Lambert, Tchaplitz, &c. ? 

All the battles which the Russians were forced to fight at 
Jakabovo, Mohileff, Smolensko, &c., only produced a heavy 
lo&s of life, but tifl victory. Then came the meaaage, " Here 
we will conquer or die!" At Borodino the enemy waa tu 
be defeated. ICutnsoff sent his victorious bulletin to the 
Emperor, to Eiga, to Wittgenstein — he even deceived Moscow 
itself; and in order that the idea of victory might not be 
erased, tho memoiy of it was revived thirty years later, in the 
worda : — '* Soldiers ! you see the ruoniiment raised in honour 
of your comradea' victory before you. The unreassoning foe 
madly fancied he would conquer ; but the bones of his fol- 
lowers were scattered from Moscow to the Niemeu, and we 
marched into Paris I " 

The Emperor had yielded to Barclay's prayers, that he 
would check the envy and chicanery of the Kussian generals, 
by placing a native of Eussia at tho head of the army. 
" Oh 1 now everything will be different I" was heard through 
the whole breadth of the couiitiy — "the Nemetz (German) 
traitor, has brought us to the verge of destruction ; but at 
_iaBt the Emperor has seen that he is betrayed. KutUioff, 
^es, Kutufloff ia invincible ; ho will show the haughty foe 
that a Russian general can destroy his world-wide renown ; 
the hostile force will be shattered against this rock like a 
vessel of glass 1" 

Would to God Russia hiid always jwssessed men as honest 
as Barclay de Toliy ; he proved by hie actions, how much he 
detested the low envy shown by the Russian leaders, and gene- 
rally pervading the Kussian character. Acquauited with the 
popular prejudice against bim as a traitor, he yet never swerved 



62 



HKOdiLECTlONe OF BUSSIA. 



for ati instant from the patli of honour, but endured every insult 
and humiliation for the welfare of his adopted country. He 
deeply felt the disgracB of being ranked among the real 
traitora at Petersburg, and with the army, by a nation to 
which he had devoted his energies and honesty of purpose. It 
pierced him to the heart to witness the ssealous endeavours to 
rob hiia of the confidence of bis monarch. 1 wish I were at 
liberty to publish a letter which the nobleuiinded man addressed 
to his distant friends on this subject ; I wish it fur the eternal 
disgrace of the Kusaiana, who have ever found a delight in 
blackening" the character of men not belonging' to tht^r race, 
even when they owed them the deepest gratitude. With a 
quiet conacience, and supported by the confidence of his 
monarch, Barclay obeyed Kutusoff's commands with the 
greatest punctuality at Borodino. He gave the aame proof 
of Bubonlination towards the brave Wittgenatein, ere he rc- 
ftssutned the chief command, after the battle of Bautzen. 

"We remain friends I" Alexander had said with emotion 
to Barclay, when he laid bis baton of command in Eutusoff'a 
hand ; and he kept hie word faithfully and imperially. It 
was much to be lamented that Wittgenstein, the eoviour of 
Petereburg and of all Russia, who felt bimself animated with 
the Bame spirit for Russia as Barclay was, should have been un- 
deservingly deprived of the Emperor's favour. The more Riga 
and Petersburg proved what gratitude they owed him, the 
more little-minded was it, to try to do away with this love 
by court displeasure, and to feel insulted by the unbounded joy 
of the Euaaian merchants, and the honours offered to the 
saviour of the capital. Had the native EuBsians been ani- 
mated by the same spirit as these tnea, many things would 
have turned out differently, which cost Germany the noblest 
blood, without ter obtaining anything but losses in return. I 
do not know whether other countries were ever told of the 
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mnlice existing among the Russian commanders, who took 
part in decisive engagements. In Russia, however, thia envy, 
which in the army emanates from an overweening pride and 
self-coj>ceit, was no eecret to those who La4 an opportunity 
of seeing how the dice fell. 

It was a long time ere the sun of tnith could pierce through 
the mist of victory, which the Eiisaian triumphs caused to 
rise through the whole country. The Russians, as the direct- 
ing hend, Lad alone eflFected all with their invincible army, 
and had magnanimously allowed the allies to join them as 
partisans, and to foUow in their victorious footsteps. It was 
not till truth-loving men, who could give a real account of 
matters, returned to the hosom of theix familieE, that any one 
was able to distinguish black from white, and obtain a glance 
at tlie malice and egotism which Eussian blood could not re- 
frain from displaying, even on foreign soil, 

York was the right man for tlie RiissiSinSj and they hardly 
scented an uncomfortable feeling esiating between MacdonaM 
and him, before they shook fresh powder into the midst of it. 
The secret ministering epirits of the Government appeared 
in Riga, even at the period when Essen was Governor* 
general. With hira the field was ploughcid, the seed scat- 
tered, and in York it fell on fniitful soil. Negotiations with 
him were facilitated by the circumstance that Kacdonald had 
proceeded up the river to Dimaburg, and had left the Pms- 
sian corps under York some distance off in Mitau. I will 
here quote, not my own opinion, hut that of a man who 
played a chief part in this Eussian intrigue of the Frue&iaa 
commander. 

" General York is a man of repulsive character, with a 
heart of ice for the welfare of mankind, but with a burning 
passion for revenge and hatred, when there is nothing to hate, 
nothing to revenge, save indeed an insulted pride, which, 
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again, has no source liut egotism. He knows no other idol 
than him&eli'. After our well-oTganized secret police had 
draTVTJ bis portrait, and ba-cl discovered a tendency towards 
treachery, nothing was neglected to ensnare a luan so im- 
portant to us ; and we were assured of his sentiments, when, 
during Esseo's sally, he acted in our favoar in his defensive 
operations, 

" Wc were certain of the chief person, but the exertions 
of our agents met with unparalleled ohstinacy in the Prussian 
army, among the ufflcers as well as privates. They were 
devoted to Macdonald, and proved, at the ejxjeh of our failure 
with respect to Gravert, how amhitious they were to share 
the renown of the French commander. Our lucky constel- 
lation decreed that we should find othefB who were not Gra- 
verts. 

" In treachery there are always two powers at the ■wheel—- 
the one, passion, impels it forward ; the other, timid appre- 
hension, backward. Just at this period the latter was too 
powerfiil, for the treachery must not be public, and, it was 
plain, must not assume the appearance of treachery in our eyes. 
TWs caused us to feign a belief in extraordinary virtue. 
The opportunity was wanting to execute the treachery witb- 
ont detection. The spirit in the Prussian army had not been 
sufSciently worked upon ; the bulletins from Moscow were atill 
too overpowering. Sttinckcil and Lewis, who fancied that 
they could carry off the guns prepared for the siege of Riga, 
when the PruBsians were attacked in three columns^ were 
repulsed with severe loss. Still our plan was not ruined, 
but only deferred. 

" Our privy councillors were hard at work without York's 
knowledge. He was as anxious to desert Napoleon, as we 
were for him to do so, for the floating planks, to wliich RuBBia 
held fast in her shipwreck, could not have supported her for 
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many days, especially if Macdonald crossed the Diiiia. HeavLii 
was on our side, The first reports of the miafijilune thiit had 
fallen on the foe diuing his retreat, had scarce reached ue when 
York was immediately informed of it ; and his reply proved 
that his sentiments were nnaltered. That we had no occasion 
to he mistrnstful, was also proved by the fact that he sent out 
officers to obtain that information which lie had receiveil fnnu 
us long before, 

" One mistake wiia cummitted, thut of semling to York, in 
our delight, an exaggerated statement of our streDgth, which, 
in fact, had melted away equally with the French army. The 
cunning fellow had obtained aecurato information on the sub- 
ject, and the tear of his design being detected henceforth 
prevailed over every other feeling'. He gave us a Lint of his 
disbelief in our strength, and of Macdonald'e intention to re- 
pulse Wittgenstein from the Memel ; he even doubted later 
whether our army would dare to attack tho enemy on tbe 
Vistula. In ehort, he was perfectly acquainted with, and con- 
vinced of, onr real position and weakneSB. This rendered 
matters extremely difficult, and Btt'ps must be taken, ere n 
change occurred, to prevent the man we had once gained 
over, from falling away again. When Macdonald commenceil 
hie retreat on the Memel, York certainly hesitated ere he 
proceeded to follow him with his Prussians, btit he contrived 
to take up such a position as to enable him to form a junction 
with him, or desert him, according as he found indncementa to 
join one or the other side. A email advanced corps, belong- 
ing to Wittgenstein's army, was sent in his vicinity, in reaili- 
nesa 1*1 eover bia defection, in case he finally decided on 
employing the opportunity to carry out this long-meditated 
plan. 

•' It wag etiU a very hjird task to conquer his fear of de- 
tection, when an attack made by the Fnissian cavalry, by 
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Macdonald's command, drove back tlie advanced guard of 
Wittgenateiti's army, and Tort, not to have to supjKirt tliu 
Marslial in his easily foreseen victory, gave U3 the eecrft 
meeting m the mill at Poschemn, when he expressed hie 
readiness, in conjunction with Massenbach und some others, 
to desert Napoleon. After he had convinced himself, hy 
the position that Wittgenstein took up, that his design was 
covered, ho carried it into effect. 

'* Heaven effected much, for ub, it is true. Still, withont 
York's treachery, Europe would not have its present politicsil 
form. 

** After the Christmas present which he made ua in the 
mill, it was impossible for him to break his promise ; he be- 
longed to us from that hour, not only with his own corps, but 
tilso with the Prussiang under Massenbach's command, whom 
he had perfectly instructed. 

" Two Polish officers atid a civilian, who were eent to 
York by Macdonald, with orders for him to join immediately, 
were captured by our CosBacks, The Poles asserted that not 
one of the French, Bavarians, and Poles, whom the Marshal 
had under him, doubted but that the Prussian general wats 
bribed, and intended to go over to the Russians, if he had not 
done so already. They stated they had heard from several 
PruBsian officers of the Black Husaars, ' If we Lad not 
scoundrels among us, the Euaaians would long ago have been 
driven over the Diina, and Riga taken/ These Poles even 
named York aa the chief of a conspiracy. 

" Two Pruaaians, however, had escaped our patrols, in spite 
of all our caution that York might always have to plead the 
excuse that he had not received the MarBhal's orders. York 
Ignored the command which ordered him to join the Marshal 
iin mediately. 

" As a man of honour, be should have told his superior 
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officer, directly and honestly, of liJe desig;n, for by tbis nvowal 
he neither endangered bis personal safety nor bift army, pince 
his forces were snperior in tjumber, and he waa sure of oni 
assistance. But we did not consider it our duty to interfere in 
the affairs of Iiie coti»cience. He, however, sent the Marshal 
DO information, brought him into the moBt dangieroTiB position 
in which an honourable soldier can be placed, and, at thu 
same time, tried to deliver into our hands tbe Frencb corjw, 
which he conld not induce to join him. In truth, Macdonakl 
only saved himself by a forced retreat on Koaigsberg, for 
he wflB already outflanked by the corps which Paulucci had 
led to Memel, and by Wittgenstein, so that his advanced guard 
had to fight an obstinate engagement with our outposts. 

" In Germany, we have heard York's conduct both praised 
and blamed. To ua it can oaly appear in an nnfavourable 
light, which is rendered still worse by his conduct, as above 
described, to a man of true honour. That Prussia and Ger- 
many derived a benefit from this event, cannot justify its 
morality, or else we aiiould overthrow every principle of in- 
tegrity. If we desire to esamine their conduct still more 
closely, and draw attention to the fa-ct, that Napoleon, ftdl of 
confidence tn German hononrj bad intrusted the left wing of 
his army to Germane; leaving out of the question whetber 
this was an error or not, we attain a beight from which we can 
survey an extensive field of immorality, to which, of course, 
policy closes its eyes." 

So far the Enssian story and opinion of this action. After 
Heaven had defeated the enemy, there was enthnaiasm and 
good sense in every kaftan. In Livonia, too, schoolmasters and 
viJkge pastors woke tip, and wrote pamphlets, proving what 
a silly fellow Napoleon bad been in fancying he could conquer 
the invincihles, while he could not cope with a Kossian colonel, 
much less with a KutusofF, 
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The "Burning of Moscow" was played several times al 
the Eiga tlieatre. The oxalted feeling with ivhich the "Rua- 
eiaiis had fired their capital, was intended to induce the Ger- 
uians to make similar sacrifices for despotism ; but no i>oet 
could he found to elevate thu burning of the rich suburb of 
the Livonian metropolis to the dignity of au epic 

Thirty-three years have elapsed since the time I write of. 
Events, like ■wounds, are cicatrized by time, while truth slum- 
bers. But they must he recalled to memory, when time ini[uires 
after the truth, ami history after the cause and effect of an event. 
I am alluding now to the fearful night whicli gave the pros* 
perity of Riga a blow, which was for a long time perceptibh* 
in all its Eervea, and wfiich swallowed up for ever the hardly- 
earned BavingB of thousands— that night on which the large, 
riuh suburb on the ]'ight bank of the Diina was laid in ashes, 
ill the year 1812, not by the enemy, but hy command of the 
Governor-general von Essen, without the slightest cause. 

Riga was not besieged by the eitemy. The Diina wan tie- 
fended by the fortress and gunboats. The English admiral, 
on hearing' that the suburbs would bo fired in the event of 
the enemy crossing the river, had declared that precipitation 
was not necesaai-y, ixa he could drive back the enemy with 
Congre%'e rockets, in case he attempted to establish himself 
til the suburbs. The immobility of the enemy pro<Iuced a 
cjtlln. The eyes were only fixed on the fate of the great army. 
In Riga, business went on its usual course without interrup- 
tion, 

C>ne evening, I walked with a friend whose parents li\'ed 
in the Faubourg, not far from the Gertnide Church, to pay 
them fi visit. Above the inner town-gate we noticed a new 
proclnination. Many stopped to read it. It stated that a 
report had been spread that the suburbs would he burnt down, 
but the inhabitants were to give no credit to this false state- 
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nitiit, as lliKft! was iiothing^ to fear froiii thy enemy, and tbey 
might go to reat without ansiety, We believed we should be 
thfe first to bring tbiB consolatory infonnation, but we had 
beeu preceded. 

I stopped late at my frieiid'a. I found the gate locked, noi 
could it bo opened without much nuining t^i nnd fro. I 
therefore turned back to pass the night at my ffiend's, Thu 
assurance given by authority of tiie Governor-general had 
dispelled every apprehension. In the night a fearful noisu 
aroused us. I fancied the wholo of Macdou aid's corps must 
bti engaged in a murderous contest with the Russians in our 
street, such a shouting, yelling, rending, cracking, and titmult, 
drove us from nur beds. Axes were Bmnshiag in doors and 
windows; window-psines were crashing, and a cry that pene- 
tri*ted to the very tnarro^ rpacbed our room. If Hades had 
sent out its spirits, the terror and confusion could not have 
been greater. All of us, with our dressing-gowns over our 
ehirts, rusbod from all the doors simultaneously, pet at tho 
moment when the massive house- door fell at our feet, splin- 
tered to fragments by hatcheta. Gendarmes and other people, 
with burning torches and gleaming pieces of wood, streamed 
in, shonting, " Come out, come out, all you who do not want 
to be burned 1" and at the same moment they hurled lighted 
clumps of wood through the nearesL doors. Two bods blazed 
up immediately. From the street a dense, suffocating smoke 
poured into the house. Safety m front was impossible. We 
took each other by the hand, for fear we might be separated. 
As the only possibility of escaping a flery death was through 
the garden, we Larriedly picked up a few articles of clothing, 
nnd we had euarcely passed through the back door before the 
flames burst nut of the windows. 

What a scene I Around us pillars of fire rose into the air, A 
tope factory, at sorae considerable distance from ns, was already 
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casting fi'agtQents of burning' tow into the garden. Tlie paling 
wflB new, lofty, and securely closed. The fear of being bwmeil 
alive drove us to work with all our Btcength. With poles, we 
managed to tear down two of the boards, and through the 
opening gained ibe street ia which s. dense mass was pushing 
towards the town-gate. Nowliere else was there any refuge. 
We followed them. Barefooted — only half covered — their 
arms burdened with children or bundles — friends and acquaint- 
ances met each othefj like a band of fugitives whom the pur- 
suing foe han devoted to death. I carried two children, whoso 
arms, tightly chispcd round my neck, nearly suffocated me, 
wiiile their cries tore my heart. 

The earth seemed one huge firebrand. The sky gleamed with 
a blood-red hue over the terrified town, and ptrmilted it ti> 
see what was going on without. We escaped from the hissing 
Hamea at the peril of our lives. The gate leading into tlie 
town was locked ; no cry for help opened it. The hero of the 
tragedy would not suffer it be opened, until he had dismissed 
from his fancy all hia fears of Prosaians and French. Natu- 
rally he could not get rid of these apparitions till the mists 
had departed from his senses. He and the head of the police 
iiad wrestled valiantly with the god Bacchus on this night of 
horror, and could not celebrate theif victory over the god 
of the grape in a more worthy manner than hy the sacri- 
fice of a rich town — for so the ruined suljurb might fairly be 
termed. 

The worthy citizens witliin the walls received fugititve 
beggat?^j who, a few hours before, had wealth at their com- 
mand. Another portion of tbose saved from the flames had 
sought shelter in distant houses and villages. Naked poverty 
now raised its eyes to Heaven, inquiring why He had allowed 
this, and what crime they had committed. Curses were heapwl 
upon the perpetrators of this fearful deed. Were they unjust ? 
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Let us suppose a similar thing' to have "been done in our own 
coantiy. The extent of the misfortune would have been still 
greater, and hundreds of the inhabitants would have lost their 
property, had not the outlying householdera armed themselves 
with poles and sticks ere the torches were hurled into their 
houses, and formed a cordon through wrhich they flufiered no 
incendiary to pass. • Several obstinate gendarmes were even 
killed. 

Several days after this fearful nig-ht, I saw Count Essen on 
horseback with his suite, contemplating the emoking and 
blazing remaiDR, as if pleased with his handiwork. He was 
looking at the dark -grey smoke that rose from a corn magazine. 
At that moment townsmen hurried up — the present owners of 
piles of ashea. " That ia the incendiary I down with him from 
his horse I " numerous voices shouted. But the steed of the 
menRced man was active. It bounded over the drawbridge 
behind the walls. The Governor then took the liberty, in 
a public proclamation, of justifying his conduct by quoting 
orders he had previously receivedj to burn down the faubourgs. 
He shot three of the mob who had assisted the police in caus- 
ing the conflagration, as unwarranted interlopers. But the 
iiihabitanta of Kiga could judge more correctly of the true 
reason. The volunteer incendiaries died without the slightest 
result. Essen blasphemed his Emperor without juBtifyiug 
himself. How far was it from the thoughts of tiiat monarch to 
injure in such a manner a city that he loved ! The orders pre- 
viously given to the Governor could only involve & csec of 
neceseity, but not this fearful disaster and brutality of esecu- 
lion, and the mere removal of the Governor from his poet was 
neither justice nor mercy. 

Later years have been rich in fearful fires, in which almost 
entire cities have disappeared. War has produced eoundess 
instances of annihilation ; millions of proFperous men have 
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been convei-led into begg'ara. But I cannot recall any act 
refined cruelly comparable with this. This desolattoft was not 
liroiight about by the law of necesHity, by tlie caprice of acci- 
dent, or by want of caution, but by order of the authorities j 
not even after a preliminary warning to save all that could be 
saved. Ko I it surprised us in our sleep, like a atomi which 
had stealthily crept upon us, and raitied fire down from heaven, 
lu (iomorrah alone could the doBtrnction have been equally 
fearful. 

Compare it with the buniing of Moscow. There, at least, 
it was intended to injure an advancing foe — here Bleeping citi- 
zens, and to astoniBb ati enemy who was motionless, Tlits 
namcB of Kostopsbin and Eesen were certainly written iu 
characters of fire ; but heaven and earth grew red and blushed 
at tbeti' actions. Or, iigain, compare it with the mifieries 
llamLurg experienced. Davoust heartlessly expelled thou- 
Bands from tbe city, reckless of their future fate. Who were 
affected by this stroke ? Only those who could not provision 
themeelvea by the appointed time. They were warned before- 
hand. And was not Hamburg itself to blame for its harsh 
treatment ? Were not the garlands with which the CoE!sacl!& 
were gi"eeted very senseless ? When the splendid rings whicli 
were offered up with tears of joy for the salvation of the city, 
instead of being employed for that purpose, glistened on the 
fingers of a Venus Callipyges in the opera-box close to the Eur- 
sian commander, Nemesis followed immediately in the track, 
and taught present and future, if they will hut understand 
her, that only those mentally blind can espect assistance from 
the Muscovites. 

Essen was ordered to retire to iiis estate. The Emperor, 
who discovered too late to whom he had intrusted his be- 
loved Riga, appointed the Italian, General Panlucci, to his 
office. Field -marshal Barclay did not place entire confidence 
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ill him ; and wlif ii the new viceroy paid his respe^cts lie said 
to bim, without hesitation — " The Emperor has appointed 
yuu, Do not believe, however, that Lironia is Georgia, or 
that yon can behave there according to your good pleasnre. 
I alflo belong to LivouiJi, and if you harmed this fair pro- 
vince I should be the first to feel it, and recommend your 
removal." 

" I will prove," said the new Governor, "that I can be- 
have in Eiga to the satisfaction of the Emperor^ yourself, stud 
the Livonians." 

And he kept his word. Though naturally of a hot temper, 
he frequently and openly proclaimed himself in the wrong. 
Just as particular ahont the exact limits of his official duties 
as the Governor, was the general superintendent, Sonntag. The 
latter told me the following anecdote. 

Sonntag once appointed a day of humiliation, and iscnt a 
circular letter to the clergy. Fanlucci considered this an in* 
terference with his own prerogative, and immediately sent 
ortlers to the clergy not to keep the fsist appointed by Sonn- 
tag, hut to await further instrnctiona from him, the chief of 
the Government. Sonntag heard of this, and commanded 
the strict observance of his first order. In great excitement, 
Paillucci sent for the superintendent-general. Sonntag made 
his appearance. 

" How can you dare," said the Becular chie^ addreBsing the 
clerical one, "to overrule my orders? Do you know how you 
have compromised yourself by such conduct?" 

" And how can you dare," Sonntag replied, " to give orders 
in a matter which only concerns myself? Do you know thsit 
you have been guilty of despotism?" 

The two silently looked at each other. 

" You are right," the Governor-general at hist said j " and 
I am wrong. This will not do, we must go hand in band. 
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If the Buseiaas discover that we are quarrelling, their Popes 
will force their way into the Church-constitution of Livonia, 
a.nd that I will not have : bo long as we live, it shall not take 
place. Your fast-day shall be held/' 

Arm-in-arm he then walked up and down the room with 
Sonntag, till mutual peace was restored. The Governor of the 
|)rovince always respected aod feared the liberal language of 
the Livonian Head of the Church, 

The Gymnasium celebrated a festival, in which the whole 
city took a cordial part. The aged Profeseor Protz resigned 
his dutiea, and this festival was intended to show the respect 
entertained for him. The rest of the speakers had ended, 
■wlien Sonntag, the best orator I ever heard in Eussia, rose. 
Every one was deeply affected, when in bis powerful and clear 
voice he unexpectedly began : " And I too, as appointed ser- 
vant of the Church, bless the evening of thy life." 

Sonntag was probably the only person in the great empire 
who not only dauntlessly warned the representatives of the 
Government of their duty, hut publicly attacked their sins of 
omiseion and commission. At this festival hie wordg found 
their way where he meant, when he spoke of the slight re- 
spect entertained for meritorious professors, and of their un- 
fortunate position, and proved how they could he helped, and 
who was the person bound to do it. The Governor-general 
retired from the assembly like a tieaten dog. 

The Gymnasia of Mitan, Riga, and Dorpat, were not in- 
ferior to the best in Germany. Excellent professora rejoiced 
in attentive scholars. Nowhere in the German provinces was 
there any want of good tichools and instruction. 

Alexander I. added to these primary establishments the 
University of Dorpat. He gave it the privilege of selecting 
it« own professors. The Emperor was more attached to this 
university than to all his other scientific foundations. Thence 
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ho wkted to Bpread German edacation anJ industry over Lis 
still slumbering^ Russian people. Honest men, however, soon 
felt the necoBsity of returning to Germany. At the outset, 
professors were appointed hy would-be Maecenases in Peters- 
burg, who would not have been allowed to fill a professorial 
chair in any other country. They formed parties, and natur- 
ally disgusted those who strove for higher objects. These 
partisaua sought protection in the capital ; and the more the 
Russian spirit entered, the more lukewarm did the teachers 
becouve. At last the professors were attacked by the general 
vice of corniptiliility, 

A ttiilor in Reval, who had acquired a large fortune, less by 
shears and needles, than by cleverly purchasing Narishkin's 
bills, and at the same time possessing a large share of arro- 
gance, hit upon the idea of sinking the shop, and advancing to 
a higher grade as a " Betitled." Friends advised him, that by 
a university diploma he could gain an opening, and spring at 
one bound up several of the fourteen steps from the bottom. 
He was ofiered a degree of U.C.L. for a considerable sum. The 
bargain was concluded. He had to carry on a disputation in 
Latin, and soon received a sumnions. He travelled to Dorpat, 
was shut up with three professors of civil law — aud drove 
home a Doctor Juris. The scandal iu Esthonia and Livonia 
grew too loud, the other professoi-s were ashamed of their 
colleagues, A complaint was lodged ; the D.C.L. became 
once more a tailor, and the bribed professors quitted the 
country, well satisfied with their booty. That the crime of ven- 
ality has taken deeper root in this university, the more Russian 
it has become, will be evident from the following anecdote- 
Alexander I. established the revenue of the University at 
.'H)0,000 pai>er rubles ; 6000 of them being for the library. 
Though it wag still in its infancy, Russian pride would not 
allow the confession. Long: wooden cases were made with 
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the backs of books and gold lettering on them, representinj 
every possible branck of literature. Friends revealud to me 
tbis secret of the library, by pulling down the top rows, wfcicb 
were nothing but empty cases. 

The Emperor Alexander h.id a partiality for edncational 
establishments. Until his time nothing material had been 
done for public instruction, and the want, conaequently, had 
tiot been felt by the nation. If Peter I. had himself enjoyed no 
education, still he clearly perceived that the darkness brood- 
ing over his people coald only be dissipated by light let in 
from the European 6i<le. In Tohu Wahohu teachers were 
wtmtiug', as well as scholars desirous of instrnction. After liis 
cfirpenter faehion they must be straightway fashioned with the 
axe. He not only ordered eBtablishments for teaching the 
Russian alphabetj but also Greek and Latin schoole, in which 
he even had lectures read on the law of States, according to 
Puffendorf. The nobility remained deaf to these exhortations ; 
till the ukase, by which a noble who conld not read and 
write was rendered incapable of succeeding to an estate, forced 
them to yield at least to compulsion, though only so long us 
Peter's stick governed. As knowledge had to be introduced 
neck and keels, the Caar requested Leibnitz to draw up tlie 
plan of an academy of arts, which was to be suspended as a 
lantern in bis immense gloomy vault, and to diEEiise light 
%vhere there was no soil fit to receive it, 

Peter's eyes were closed, and his successors preferred dark- 
ness to light. 

Time and teachers had drawn Alexander's attention to the 
bandage which was fastened over the eyes of his nation. To 
gain support in Lis attempts to difFiuse light, he foimded the 
Ministry of popular enlightenment, which so frustrated the 
monarch's honest will that, tflwatds the end of his reign, it 
was called, even by Russians, the *' Ministry of obscuration." 
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Wittout Alexander's assistance, Gustiiv Adolph'a founda- 
tioij of IG02 would hardly have risen from its grave. His 
ideftf that this iuferitution would become a borrowed light be- 
tween Europe and the darkness of his empire, was indubitably 
correct, but thu execution, much more the management, ought 
not to have been left in the hands of Huesians. Love of skII 
in this people gains the victory over the highest sentiments. 
Alexander and his consort loved the InstitBtion at Dorpat, and 
were getieriilly attached to the Baltic province^ Tvhere true 
love always prepared a most cordial reception for them. 

With the ileatb of this uiortarch much was altered, not ex- 
cluding the Baltic provinces. 

From the manitesto which, soun aftei his acoeeeion to the 
throne, Nicholas issuwd with reference to public inatruction, 
it was evident that he intended to contract the limits of scien- 
tific education much more thau bis brother had done. The 
terror wliich the close of 1925 had produced in Petersburg, 
breathed from this ukase. It stated : " Would that the 
fathers of families could devote their excluidve attention to the 
moral education of their children I Not to the pitj^fis of 
civilisation, hut to that vanity which only produces idleneaa 
and vacuity of intellect, and to the want of good instruction, 
can be ascribed this unrestrained speculation, this inflammation 
of the passions, this confused and dangerous half-education, 
and this love for extravagant theories and political vimona 
which begin by demorfllizing, and end by destroying. May 
the fear of God, and thoroughly patriotic instruction, be the 
foundation of onr hopes for amelioration, and the just duty of 
all classes." 

Accordingly, in 1828, the schools wei-a established on a new 
bstsJB. In the same year, a ukase was addressed to the Senate, 
in which the Emperor expresBed his own views about want of 
means for educational establishments. " Clearly perceiving 
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the present defects of our scliools, aad employed m procuring 
the means for tbeir removal, we have bad our attention e&pe 
cially attracted to tlif want of trustworthy teachers." 

Spite of this evident waat of teachers, in 1836 all fm-eig-ners 
were interdicted, from promoting' public instruction hy opsuing 
boarding'-aohools in Petersburg or Moscow, and were only 
ullowed to do so at those towns where there was no Goveni- 
inentAl school, though even there only on the conditioii that 
the proprietors became Riisaian eubjects, employed no books 
but those allowed them, and suffered the acrutiny of Russian 
inspectors. 

Furthermore, spite of this want of teachers, the ukase ap- 
peared that all the teacbera' situations should be filled up by 
natives. A few yeara later, the ministry found itself com- 
pelled to make a representatioQ against this order. It begged 
for permission, " in cousequenco of the deficiency of suitable 
subjeiit.e, to be allowed to fill up vjuiotuj departments with 
foreigners," The Emperor wrote on the margin of this petition, 
*' Foreigners are to be escltided." In the mind of the monarch, 
Russia, therefore, had in a few years attained such a height 
of mental development as to be able to rival all civilized 
nations; or else, Russia possessed just that amount of educa- 
tion which the Government could tolerate, in order to be able 
to rule the country in accordance with tradition, and therefore 
all further assistance from without must be guarded agahist. 
Hence, too, emanated that mode of action which gave the 
Baltic provinces a new mental tendency. In the same fashion 
as thtt Poles, these Germans were to feel that the nationality of 
all the races subjected to the Rnasian sceptre must yield without 
exception to Rnssiau nationality, and be utterly merged in it. 

To gain this end, one ukase after the other gave the Ger- 
mans to understand that their Gferraanity had ceased, and that 
it was high time to lay aside their peculiarities, and a^ume 
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tbat RnssiiiTiism "nbicli would agree so much lietter witb their 
tt'inperameut. 

With this the a^e was laid to the root of a true German 
race. This root, however, grew in a mil composed of eon- 
stitutioii, laws, privileges, religion, and langTiagpe, which had 
been gtmranteed to those Germans hy the most sacred pro- 
mises and treaties of the Crown of Ensaia. All the inha- 
bitants of the Baltic coast asked their conscience and their 
raemory wliat crime thej had committed, that they should be 
forced to extirpate their inner man, and adopt a total stranger 
in its stead. They could not think of any. On the con- 
traty, memory said to them : — ^*' We are now more certain 
than ever, that the Russian Government, will not assail our 
privileges, as we recently proved with what fidelity we ful- 
filled mir duties to the Russian Government. The Rnssians 
will never forget that the Maid of Marienburg', althong-h only 
a Swedish soldier's wife, not only mounted the Eaesian throne 
by the side of the first Emperor, but tbat this Livonian girl 
saved the whole of the empire, and her husband too, out of 
the hands of the Turks on the Pruth, aud that Russia still owes 
her and the goose of a Vizir a monument, Had we desired 
to increase the Bufferings of Russia in 1812, what power pre- 
vented Tig from detaching ourselves from her, save otir ad- 
herence to our plig^hted word? In 1831, we did not make 
common cause with the foes, whose bravery had so weakened 
Eii?sia, that an insurrection among us woTild probably have 
utterly ruined her. What the Emperor Alexander, whose 
memory his brother holds in such hig^h esteem, gave and con- 
firmed to us for our own welfare and that of Ha empire, that 
brotiier can never rtcall I" 

So thought the men of the Baltic coast. Russianism 
replied as follows; — "With your German day-dreams and 
exalted notions, you cannot overthrow our state-ideas which 
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rise aliyve nature and the law of nations^mnjanity, or any 
considerations of tliat eort. What do we care for the past — 
why need we trouhle ourselves about what saved otir grand- 
fathers or not— what they did and promised ? You are in the 
rig-bt ; we euid a few years back that we wore not able to 
select t^ood teachers for our people from among ourselves, but 
when you reflect how much may be changed in a single night, 
you will, we. tnifltj believe our own assertions, that we are 
now so ahundanlly provided with all the capabilities of edu- 
cation, that we could supply not only Poland, the CancaauB, 
Siberia, yourBelves, but, if necessary, the whole of Germany ; 
and if the Germans knew their own Interests, we should not 
hesitate a moment in accomplishiiig it. We will farther con- 
cede, that the Czara promiaed your forefathers to respect their 
nationality ; but could these Czara foresee in what position 
we and you would stand to each other at the present day? 
We do not act now as Russians, so we do not want you to be- 
come Russian ; we are Sclavee, and Sclavtmisui, as an act of 
charity, receives you into its sodality. As Rusfiians wo re- 
quired German enlightenment, as Schives we enlighten yo«. 
Our ideas are ripe ; why thou will yon rcftise the good fortune 
offered you, but meet half-way the report of the Ministry of 
Public Instruction in 1836, whieh says to you, as to all 
BuBsians, ' that you must guard against the pestilence 
which disquiets the European nations at the present moment, 
and that with a perfect conviction you will offer the tribute of 
your talents to that protecting authority which is so closely 
interwoven with the traditions and life of the fatherland/ If, 
then, you wish to honour the spirit of these words, yon will 
noderetand that these traditions are closely interwoven, in 
like manner, into your Germanic life." 

RuBsianism, it will be Been, has plenty of reasons for a re- 
formation of all that has hitherto been in existence. 
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The keystone of tlie Dorpat University was remoTed, 
namely, the right of choosing its own professore. The 
Russiun Govermnent Tindertook this g'oocl office, a ptaeere. 
In order to build the new edifice on the right fouiidationj 
the Eussian language was rectignised as the only one valid ia 
German countries. No Gti?nnaii student can be matriculated 
in his own fatherland, without perfect acquaintance with the 
Russian language. None can become ProfefiBore in their own 
German home, who cannot give their lectures in the Ilussian 
language. The teatiraony of the ignorant ProfoBSor of 
Russian has more weight than that of all the others. If he 
refuse his tt;slarmtr, no genitie, no talent is available, even if 
it spoke with the tongues of angels. 

Two years ago, the son of a friend of mine returned from 
the University. He had employed hia time well, and had 
received the Lest testimonials from all the Professors except 
the Eussian, who refused liia, because the young man was 
not " quite perfect " m the Russian langnage, though he 
spoke and wrote it correctly, and w^ith the accent of a bom 
Enssian. The yonng man was not rich enough to prove at 
once that he was " quite perfect;" and only through tHe in- 
tercession of the ProfesBors, who acknowledged his abilities, 
could he succeed in inducing this most important official to be 
indnlgent, 

The University haa become a Zwing-Uri, The student, 
like a private, must bow to every General he meets. The 
German language has been laid aside by Germans, and the 
Rusiiian taken up in its stead — which is much the same 
as giving a bottle of Hock for the same quantity of Neva 
water. German is now thought good enough for eervanta 
and tradesmen ; hut the literary and educated classes apply 
themselves to Enssian. Literature is the voice of civilisation 
iu a nation. TTp to the present, there has been tio Bussian 
8 r 
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liberatare. What Is so termed, is merely an inspiration irom 
foreign Botircea. Because, here and there, a poetical mind 
hag flown beyond the Bchool-pystem ; because a romance 
or novel full of polished Epicurism has heen sent to presB ; 
because gallantry and witticism are considered genius and 
philosophy,— a fond idea is entertained about the flourish- 
ing state of native literature. It might have been supposed 
that a work lite KruBensteria'a "Travels round the World," 
would have excited a peculiar interest on the literary horizon 
of Russia,, because it was the first of the kind published by a 
Eussinn. Just ask, however, bow many copies were disposed 
of in Eussia. 

But how, indeed, ean there he a literature where the Go- 
vernment lays down its rule, where it finds the wheels and 
springs of the machinery, nay, where the very seed and grafts 
must he first fetched from ahruad ? Mention a single branch 
in art or science, in which the Eussiaus have drawn on 
them selves the eyes of Europe. 

And this Eussia, with its imitated mental products, feels iu 
itself the "call" to found a higher etato of civilisation, and 
to propagate it among other unrelated nations, like the Ger- 
man I 

Let us leave out such of the European nations as are be- 
yond dispute civilized, and only regard the Sclavonic race, 
in which the Eusaians esteem themselves the candle in the 
lantern. Among Poles, Bohemians, and Serbs, they claim the 
pre-eminence for virtue and talent. Now, Poles and Bohemians 
had their naTnea inscribed on the roll of European civilisa- 
tion long before Russians ; and the latter have not evinced 
any superiority as yet. The spirit of the Poles and Bohemians 
riseB in history and literature far higher than the wings of 
Bnssian genius have yet soared . 

And how as to the strategic art? In 1830, the Poles in^ 
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Eoribed their opinion in the annals of Eussia, thai if Wilna 
had behaved like Waraaw, Poland would now stand in a far 
happier position towards Hnssia, and Europe vruuld be at 
peace, The world has recognised the heroism of the Polaa 
rather than the courage of the Rassian slave. 

The Rusaians, however, are permitted to display their en- 
thusiasm on one subject, and this is considered the test of the 
most polite education— enthusiasm for the divinity of the 
Tzar. 

True power and majesty can only root in morality, and 
in respect for the pecuHaritieB of others. Who ever knows 
anything deserving the name of life among^ the Russians in 
the cold north, from the Pnisso-RusBian frontier as far as 
Karwa? We arc cut to the heart by the thought, that 
the time has arrived for the uprooting of that which neither 
battle-axe nor pen ought to assail. It almost seems as if a 
king of Sweden were intended to confirm the privileges of 
Iiivonia — for the deceased King Charles John says, in the 
collection of his letters, proclamations, and conversations — ■ 
" Malkmir au Prince, qui se persuade, qu'en ejfhqant les traces 
des droits de sa nation, U rehatts^ V4elat et le pouvoir da 
trdne ! " 

Catharine II. wished to bow Livonia beneath the same 
yoke as the other provinces. The Esthonian general, Eosen, 
protested, 

"Who gave you boldness enoiigh," asked the Empress, "to 
oppose me in tkia manner?" 

Eosen replied : " The name of Peter the Great, who nn- 
deraigned otir liberties, and that of Catharine the Great, who 
Bwore to miuntain them." 

What have those splendid ports, Beval, Eiga, Liban, at- 
tained beneath the Russian sceptre I One restriction after 
the other, both in trade and farming, has. crippled the agricul- 
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tural proTinces which previously transported their prcxlucts 
to Sweden, and other countries, very easily. The Bpirit-mono- 
poly aided in their rtiin ; distillation was carried on in nearly 
every estate, on account of the greater facility of ti-ansport — 
for tbe great distance from towns rendered it difficult to dis- 
pose of cereals. Tbe prices were consc*iaently arranged by the 
BpirH-distillers, and with them Rnsfiian chicanery was deeply 
rooted in the country. Eeval'a trade first Bank eoine thirty years 
ago. It was followed by that of Kig'a, The blows which its 
larg'est houeee sostained (mostly by Eiissian man ag'cment), were 
qiille coolly regarded by the Government, which never suffered 
this, the most importaDt emporium in Rnssia next to Petersburg, 
lo reattajn its pristine prosperity. Only look at the trade of 
Eiga in 1820, as compared with the present ; and what it stjll 
is, it owes to its position on the Diina, and to native enterprise. 
True, the robberies committed by the publicans and sinners 
are sliamelesg. " Look at those fiat chestnuts," General 
Paulucci once said to me ; " whenever you see a well-fed stud 
the owner is sure to have a situation in the Escise." He 
knew as well as any one that the defraudations of tLe doudne 
were busked up by protection in Petersburg, and that their gold- 
mines ran in that direction. No one kept such an extrava- 
gant table as a Custom 8 -officer — trader, boatman, pilot, all 
contributed their mito to keep him in luxury. The principle, 
** Live and let live," was more favourablR to trade than watch- 
ing fingers and pockets. The present Douaniers suffer from 
the same infirmity, though in a more refined degree j but the 
consumers formerly satisfied their wants at a cheaper and 
better rate than is now done by Kussian intervention. 

There is a great amount of worldly wisxlom in the reply 

,which the London merchanta once made to Pitt, un bis asking 
he could serve them. " They would feel most parti- 

'cularly obliged to the Minister, if he would not trouble himself 
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about tbeta at all." I would not advise tbe Kusaian mercan- 
tile g-Qjld to utter its opinion in a similar way ; but it seems 
to me, a man does not req^uire to be an experienced EtateBman 
to see tbat througli indefatigiible inqvection, ■watcbing, snip- 
ping, and orderiog about, tbe liberty and prosperity of trade 
must be sadly rcBtricted. A proof of tbia is found in the 
Baltic ports. 

Now tbat compnhory measures are employed in religions 
matters, the Greek Chtircb has by ukase been introduced as the 
dominant one, even where, according to existing treatieSj tbe 
Lutheran ought to have remained uuassailed. The Evangelical 
Churches are also forced to yield to tbe Russian ritual. Chil- 
dren of niised marriages, as well as illegitimate ones, are ihe 
prey of tbe Greek Church ; and tbe Russians, settling &b tbey 
do all over the countiy, increase the nuniber of these mar- 
riages and these obildren. GovernmeDt and clergy are every- 
where aealuus propagandifits. In Finnland, especially in 
evangelical Wiborg, numerous Lutherans are persuaded to 
enter the Greek Church ; and the public papers told us not 
long ago, that several hundred Lettoniaiis bad been brought 
over by the secular and clerical Kusaian influence, aod that 
one peasant had been consecrated a Pope. 

Tbe Lutberan and Catholic Churchefl have been thus 
coni])letely ensnared by tbe Russians ; and I beard from the 
lips of tlie Superintendent-general Sonntag, how he had to 
battle against the interference of tbe Eussian clergy in his 
district. This gentleman, however, did not conceal bis dis- 
aatisfaction with a great portion of the country clergy. In 
his paper, he frequently complained that tbe preacliers neg- 
lected all profeesioual activity, and performed only the functions 
of mere men of btisincss. He spoke tbe truth. Tlic country 
clergy of tLe Baltic provinces have large estates attached to 
their livings. Panning and cattlo-breediag interest many of 
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them much more than the spiritual welfare of their parish- 
ioners, who are put oflF with a wretched isertnoQ oa Sunday, 
as ample conipensatinn. I was often disappomtfd, on making 
thcs acquaintance of a clergyman, and anticipating an instruc- 
tive conversation, to have to hear, iustead, how dissatisfied 
his lady-wife was with the flax the parieMoners gave her, and 
how hadly the crops had turned out tliat year ; hat that the 
reverend gentleman, hy a new arrangement in Lis cattle- stalls, 
might hope for more manure and hetter crops in fiituro. Fre- 
quently the sexton reads a sermon as an edifying way of 
passing time. And where is the Reverend? Oh 1 he drove 
yesterday above a hundred versts to Reval or Riga, not to tnjss 
a new opera. Still, however, tbese provinces can hoast of 
many talented and amiahle men among the clergy. 

The oppression which the Catholic religion has endured from 
the RufiBians is well known. That things will not remain in 
their present state may be assumed certain sls a mathematical 
axiom, and equally bo, that the Evangelical Chnrch within 
Rassian confines will not fare one hair's-hreadth hetter. 
Lntheranism, which diverges still further from the Greek 
Church, is a more odious object to the EuBsian clergy tlian 
Catholicism. Poland's latest attempt to break her hateful 
fettei-s, haR also inflamed the hatred against her religion to 
such a degree, that it may be doubted whether the conduct of 
the Russian Government will not hear comparison with the 
Christian persecutions in the first eenturies, Rome sees herself 
here as in a mirror, and may gain a hint as to what the 
absolute lay and clerical authority, united in one representa- 
tive, are able to accomplish. The importance of the Catholic 
Church has been undermined in various ways. Its nurnbera 
have been weakened by frequent deportations to Siberia, or 
to the steppes of the adjacent desolate government. These 
traGsportations have affected not only the Poles on the left 
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■bank of the ViBtula, liut still more the old Polish districts of 
Wilna, Mohilev, &c., belonging to Russia. In tliia deporta- 
tion was included a considerable portion of the Polish nation 
— the OdnodworzeiJ, or lower nobility without eatntes. They 
were stripped of their privileges of nohility; and in order to 
make them feel their hiirailiation still more deeply, a number 
of this clttse, who harl enjoyed a good education, were placed, 
as privates in Russian regiments, and on terms of equality 
with Russian serf-peasant lads. In the engineers* school at 
Petersburg, and in other estivlilishments, they may he found 
as druramevs and fifers. In order utterly to extirpate this 
caste, they are bonnd, by a recent ukase, to submit to every 
conscription, whether ordered for the Efiatern or Western 
provinces. Thousands of deported Catholics have also been 
purposfily sent into districts where they are deprived of all 
rehgious support, and where the want of Catholic clergy will 
eventually force them to resign their creed. 

The Enssian Ministry of Worship has the inspection of the 
Catholic Academy at Petersburg'. In the Catholic depart- 
ment of this ministry a Russian state-counsellor is bead. The 
influence of the bishop is quite ignored by the Academy ; he 
dares not interfere either with the instruction or the manjtge- 
ment ; the Russian g^enius possesses the sole privilege of 
attending to the mental and spiritual welfare of all the in- 
habitants of the empire. But under the pretence that the 
mimstry cannot act according to its good pleasure alone, 4 
Catholic Academical Council has been established, composed 
of Catholic clergymen and Rnssian lay profeEsors. Any book 
for the Catholic Church, throughout the whole empire^ can 
only be printed at the offic;e of the Catholic Academy. The 
revenues of the clergy, derived from <jstateg, funded propei-tyj 
and tithes, have been taken away ; the extraordinary receipts 
from the pai'iehes, restricted, or entirely forbidden. The prin- 
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eipal supporters of the Catholic fuilh aTnong the monaatic nnA 
secular clergy, have Leen banished to Siberia, olhere relegated 
to Russian monaeteries. The clergy of the United Greeks 
hftv© become servants of the Greek Church, and nothing is 
left to the Melchitee but to attach themselves, botly and soulj 
to the schismatics. Most of their tnonassteries have been eup- 
preaaed, and in the few that renlain, religious instruction is 
entirely forbid Jen. 

Mohilev, a diocesse once extending over nearly the whole 
RuBsian empire, has lost its bishop and its Beiainary. The 
entire Catholic clergy of Poland and Euflsia have coneeqnenlly 
only one university, namely, the Petersburg Seminary, whose 
pupils, having been formed after the Russian faahion, can 
alone perform the priestly functions. " I will only tokrate 
Romtin Catholics on condition that they recognise my pri- 
mate, and give up all communication with Eoroe." These 
were the words of the Emperor in this eeminur)' ; they require 
Ho comment. 

It is not the Russian Church alone which persecutes fellow- 
Christians, but attached to it is the Russti-Selavonlc Propa- 
ganda, which ramifies in every direction under the priestly 
robe, and takea Christianity, Mahometanism, Judaism, and 
Paganism into its political calculations. The Eastern and 
Western C Lurches have both b^en asBailed by Russia for the 
same object ; and the three powers, Turkey, Austria, and 
PniEssia, are those approximatively most afi'ected by it. 

Were Europe to remain as caroleasly secure and as indulgent 
to Russia as it has hitherto been, it would be the most inex- 
cusable crime that was ever committed against the progress 
of humanity. We see what Greek Popery has done for the 
Russian nation, which has been led and driven for a thousand 
years, and has- never yet been brought beneath the influences 
of morality. 
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Let us look at any phase of Ruesian existence whatever, 
we Bball always recogniee a goreroment whiclt never loses 
sight of the tendency affording & basis to its autocratic 
principle. This g-tivernment hiis managed so to treat other 
nations that they have regarded this tendency, not as the 
end sought, but as an unimportant, transitory object. If 
it met with opposition, it bowed like a reed before the Btornij 
and awaited a more favouraLle period to pursue its designs. 
It never progressed in a straight line, and La^l Europe 
energetically proved that the straight road is the shortest, it 
would never have advanced so far by means of its crooked 
ways as it haa done. Fmm a government which makes itself 
the autocrat both of social and heavenly morality ; which dis- 
plavB itself as lord and arbiter of the trutli of religious con- 
victions and opinions among all the tiations Bobjected to it ; 
which can know no rest till every man in its empire believes 
that he can only reach heaven with a pass prepared by the 
government; — from such a system we can only expect a 
Demiurgus to spring, who seeks to confine humanity in a 
monastery of barefooted friars — the cord round its waist, and 
the scourge hanging in front. 

The sciiismatic popes and their propagandists are filled 
with hopes — to he realized both in East and West, It is well 
known that a thing looks very different close by, from what 
it does in the distance. Now I saw close by, that the popn- 
latioa of the B.tllic provinces was different from what minis- 
terial tables stated it to be. I witnessed the fact, that though 
there was peace in and around the country, the unlucky 
Cancasiaa mountaineers, the lazarettos, the medical conjurors, 
and many dies ncfasfif had caused such gaps in the Russian 
armies, that several states found the greatest dlfliculty in 
providing either a serviceable v;igabon(i, or a good, useful son 
from a parish, for the conscription. I do not speak of the 
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"brilliant epoch of the heroic militiarnen, who melted %ws.y 
like snow in the sun at the flrst aspect of a foe. I speak of 
a later poriorl, when, though the lint was still adhering to the 
wotiods, it was said that Russia dj-ew her army from inex- 
haustible Bourcea, I could not hear tlie ruatling- or murmur 
of any stream flowing from those B.aid Bources, I heard only 
aighs and groans when the order arrived to deliver fresh 
youths into the labyrinth whence no Theseus ever yet extri- 
cated them. 

I will even assume that the population has increaBed ; etill ' 
it requires siiperhamati faith to credit that Russia, in twenty ^| 
yearg, has grown richfir by 20,000,000 iuhabitfintg. There ^^ 
is no great difficulty in convincing the majority of mankind 
by atatistica, and those who are forced to take ministerial ac* 
coiinta as gospel, can no doubt be persuaded that twice two 
are six. But any one acquainted with the immense extent of 
the Eussian empire, with its hundreds of miles of desert, with 
the want of faith, and utter Tjinsc.nipulonsneBs of the emploj/^^ ; 
their efforts by falsehood and exaggeration to earn a reward ; 
the ambition of the Government to represent everything aa pro- 
gressing and prosperouB — such a one may he allo^red to ask, 
whether the Grovernmejit would take an affidavit as to the cor- 
reetness of the figures puhliBlied ? In the Petersburg Almanac, 
ministerial tables miiy he repeatedly found, most accurtUely 
showing how the progress of the State in every department may 
be calculated in ounces, Eolotniks, ami copeks. Why, even in 
eoimtries like England ami E>ance, such detailed BCatements 
cannot be obtained, as those wbich Kussia with raatheiuatical 
exactness, publishes respecting' her internal condition. ^| 

But, indeed, the fashion of taking a good allowance of ^^ 
figures in Cidculalion is traditiorjal in Russia. Catharine II,, 
in her instructions for the legislature, and for the establish- 
ment of colleges, assumed that for every Russian couple, on 
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an averagcj twelve childreti tnig-lit bo calculated, and she 
assuredly founded her opinion on mmisterial tables. If tbis 
be the case with Russian peasants, why, it must be a very 
remarkable coimtty — that's all, 

Again, the Russian coascriptiong alone, wouM not allow the 
population to grow eo rapidly as the ministerial tables try to 
mate us believe. Eecruits 1 the word flies throug-h the villages 
and towns like a harbinger of death 1 Tbe house-doors are 
dosed as if against a storm. Every family which has a son ripe 
for being prepared for invincibility, assembles in terror. Possi- 
bilities are raked up by which to escape the misfortune, as soon 
as the ukase, stating how many per cent, of the population 
must be delivered, appears. Each government aftervrards 
appoints tbe fearful night for the press-gang— for the future 
defender of his country is not invited to deliver himself up, 
but is secretly surprised and captured like a common thief, 
and thenceforth Bhar[dy watched as such. The owner of the 
estate receives the sealed despatch. Extreme mystery is main- 
tained about its contents. More than the appointed number 
must always be captured, because it is uncertain whether those 
selected will be found serviceable- The elders of the parish 
receive orders from the proprietor, under the seal of secrecy, 
to tear, on the nest night, their brethren's children from their 
embrace. The news, however, has oozed out beforehand. The 
elders arrive. All the lads are o£f^ — hidden in the forest or 
elsewhere. But the command is stiingent, and the responsi- 
bility great At last, one k captured. After him, another. 
They must defend against the foe, the couati*y they never 
saw, do not wish to see, and curse in their hearts. Up to 
the present hour, they have never knowu a happy day. The 
sweat pours down their faces ere they can earn the mouthful 
of bread which jiist suffices to keep tbera from starving. But 
still they are with their family ; the sun with which they rise 
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each monilng, working tard till it Bets, Bhines on their home, 
and their toil k for tlielr father's roof. 

The pHsoncr ia taken to the governmental town. There 
gits the Commisaion, with the Governor at the head. The 
victims pro patrid are thnuil naked into the committee- 
room. The physjoian examines each from the sole of the 
feet to the crown of the head. The boy is healthy and free 
from blemish. '■^ Open your moath ! " The physician peers in 
with the searching glance of a trcasare-eeeker. The teeth are 
without a flaw. The physician is jaat on the point of giving 
to the Governor the report, " Healthy 1" But behold I a half 
imperialj or ducat is lyhig agaLnst the doable teeth. In a se- 
cond the practised medical finger Las extracted the gold from 
the mine, " Ko, the follow is of no use, he has got taritis — all 
hia teeth rattle ; within a month he will not have one left." 

The lad is free 1 He bounds again into his Uouse and hia 
village. The paltry bribe leaves him among his family till 
the nest tribute. But for these golden teeth, the Governor 
•would have shouted, " The forehead 1 " and the recruit have 
been accepted. In which case his forehead is shaved a& clean 
SB bis beard, so that ho may be recognised if he run away. 
He stands there like a branded ox on the cattle-market I 

When the appointed number in the government is filled up, 
the new defenders of the fatherland are sent to the regiments, 
the tallest among them to the guard. Now begins the train- 
ing. A soldier first receives the recruit, to give him elemen- 
tAry instruction in military bearing and carriage. For every 
lesson the pupil must pay at least a glass of brandy, or else 
be receive« tremenduua digs in the ribs. A non-commissioned 
officer then undertJikes the humanities. The scholar must 
learn to balance himself, to stand on one foat and stretch out 
the other, till it forms a right angle with the thigh. By 
the time the Srst classes with these pedal exercises are over, 
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! face of the recniit begins to assume the pale barrack- 
hue, his cheeks have grown thinner, and he is ready to study 
in the barrack court the thundering volleys of *' Hurrah!"' 
Now, he preBses his musket to heart and cheek, and at last 
pnssesses such imperturbation that he d(>ea not move a fea- 
ture ; even if a galbfly takes his nose for an oakloaf, and 
leaves a gall-apple in it. Thus the invincible onij awaits 
a foe. 

Snch 19 the soldier's school in the Baltic provinceE, Poland, 
and the whole of Enssia. 

On the whole, I must speak in terms of praise of the Cour- 
landerg, Livoniane, and Esthonians, The life led in the three 
governmental towns, Mitau, Eiga, and Reval, h plensant, and 
excepsively animated and interesting' on the occasion of fairs 
or meetings of the nobility. Cheerfulness and a tone of HU' 
affected morality, distinguish Eeval. I doubt whetber any 
town in Germany can compete with it in these respects. As 
the army k Russia is continually on the move, whereby the 
soldiers are prevented from forming- any intimacy with the 
inhiiibitante, and an opposition against them ifi produced — the 
Livonians, to free their conrta and villages from these wander- 
ing guests, have built billet-houses on the roadside, where 
officers with tlieir detachments receive their ratioris, and what- 
ever is appointed by law. This arrangeuaent gave dissatis- 
faction in Petersburgj as evincing contempt of the military j 
but any ouo who has seen how these ambulatory divisions 
conduct themselves in the provinces, would approve of the 
measures of the Livonians. Hens, pigs, all the " smaller 
sattle," must be ktpt in confinement in the vilkges, when it 
is known thitt a company of soldiers is marching past; and 
wherever they spend the night, yon may be certaiti of hearing 
next morning a long list of robberies committed hy them. On 
the other hand, it is fearful to see these poor soldiers on their 
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marcl), camping like gypsies by tbe Bide of a stream or pond, 
and cliewing their dry bread iq siimmer, or in winter lying 
ou, or wading through the deep saow. Ton really must shut 
your eyes, if you. do catch tb.em plucking a fowl, or singeing 
a pig which they Btole at the last village. If the stomach 
once warns a man of its esistciice, and seriously advises him 
to plunder, lie breaks through all the bonds of law and order. 
This 19 proved not only by EuBsian soMiers, but also by starv- 
ing workmen, whether Engli3h, French, or German. 

It is almost siiperfluoua to Btate, that the Baltic proTinces 
surpass all the Russian governments in agriculture. Among 
the proprietors there are many excellent fanners. The proof 
is furnislied by their farms ; the good master caring for the 
welfiire of hiy peasants and their progress, as well as for his 
own. These estates are often miles in estent, and the eye of 
the owner overlooks everything. On many of them we find 
handsome parka and conadderable orchards. The names of 
Korff, Lipbardt, Groote, Uxkiil, and several others are repre- 
Bentative of great wealth. 

I'be peasants of these countries, too, are far more sensible 
than the Russians. The Livonian is superior to the Esthonian, 
and the Finn is only prevented by his raouiitalna and climate, 
from seeing his fields display aii equal amount of verdure. The 
fields around the capital, and throughout the whole government 
of Ingria, even in the most fertile years, suggest to the mind 
Pharoah's lean kine. Their granaries are chiefly filled by the 
fertile Boil of Courland. Courland is indeed a large and 
splendid province ; the waving, immeasurable corn-fieldE were 
once German, and the hearts of the men are bo still. German 
civilisation, German soil! the last amiable duchess s German 
too ! and here at present a Russian governor commands. Alas 1 
Germany, how much space is here for thy closely- confined 
and contintially emigrating families ! 
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The fairest and most permanent monument whicli Alex- 
ander I. raised to his own memory, is the abolition of serfdom 
in the Baltic provinces. He began with Esthonia, and al- 
lowed three years for preparation. Bat during these very 
years occurred the outbreak of discontent among the peaaantg 
&t this royal gift. On several estates there was an insur- 
rection, which took the form of a refusal to pay taxes to the 
nobility, and the time of preparation was not g'ot over without 
an oblation to Siberia. Generally, however, peace was main- 
tained, and the few espreesions of discontent appeased by ex- 
plaining the nature of the bonnty offered. The peasant was to 
bft bound for the first three years to the estate, and then to the 
government ; he became a farmer, on a three years' leaae, and 
the amount of comies imposed on him depended on his agree- 
ment witli the landlord. Formerly the owner was obliged 
to support the cripple, the vagabond, the poor alike ; now he 
could expel any tenant he pleased from his estate. Generally 
speaking', there were no material changes made. The few 
emigrants to other estates soon saw that they might lose, tut 
never gained by it. 

Amongf the nobles there are many devotees of the chase, 
and the jieasants are generally first-rate shota. Sporting is 
truly a delight here. The provinces are stocked with game 
of every description. Elks and stags are no rarities. Hares 
and wild-fowl are found in sufficient abundance to supply 
all Russia. On the other hand, wolves and bears are a per- 
fect nuisance ; and the former, more especially, cause great 
damage among the flocks. In 1844, four hundred and nine 
wolves were killed in Livonia alone. I was told tliat wolven 
had crossed the ice of the Embach, and gone aa far as the 
market-place of Dorpat^ and that, one year, they made a dead 
set at men in preference to catlle. Near the Rathshoff-windmill 
outside the town, two soldiers were found one morning to have 
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been torn in pieces by wolvea, and so entirely devonr«d, that 
only their mnaketa Jind pieces of their uniforms could be distin- 
guished among the hones. It is at Christmas that the wolvea 
are moat dangerous, for then they collect in bands. Twenty 
to thirty of these brutes howl the most fearful strains to per- 
eoaa travelling through the forestB- In Esthonia, though their 
annihilation has been determined on, the wolves commit greater 
ravages than in the vicinity of Riga. There is a reward for 
the ears brought in, and every summer the parishes through 
the whole country are ordered to get up hunting' parties, 
and especially to destroy the wolves' lairs and cubs. The 
■widely-extending and dense forests, throug;h whose morasses 
and jungle it is impossible to penetrate, as well as the acanty 
population, are the principal reasons why the object has not 
been attained. 

I hunted my first wolf through curiosity, with a very prac- 
tised sportsman, but I never repeated the experiment. Before 
midnight, I ecated myself by his side in a sledge, drawn by a 
horse specially broken -in for these expeditions, on whose ears 
the firing bad no effect, and whom neither wolf nor bear 
could startle. We could trust to our double-barrels. A pig 
was carried in a sack. The forest began ten minutes' dis- 
tance from the estate. The air was calm, the moon shone 
brightly. My comrade took the bag in his lap and pinched 
the pig's tail. The forest and the night gave back an echo 
as of legions of pigs. We had not blown on this magic flute 
for more than a quarter of an hour, era a wolf sprang out of 
a thicket, followed by two others. The three bandits followed 
our sledge, at first at a respectful distancCj but gradually drew 
nearer. They were within shot, but it had been agreed that 
T, as apprentice, should not pull the trigger till the hunter 
had fired. The sis fiery eyes were not very agreeable. The 
wolves were within twelve paces of tho sledge, when three 
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shots were fired almost Himultaneously, and the robters were 
laid low. I would not continue the excursion, however, in 
spite of all my friend *a exhortations. My Nimrod took me 
home with the booty, but tben turned back and brought in 
another wolf the next raorning. 

The boldnesB of the wolves leads them in winter to the 
estates ond fnrm-honseB, whence they drag off the largest and 
most powerful dogs, and tear them in pieces. In forest dis- 
tricts, the shepherd guards bis flock with a loaded gun. If 
girls tend the sheep, the audflcions wolf cares neither for their 
shrieks nor their sticks, and will carry off the lamb from their 
side. An Esthoninn had once the strange idea of taming a 
wolf. Three cube were brought bim. He reared them on 
milk ; but in a few weeks, when they had cnt their teeth, they 
snapped at everybody. He ehnt them up in a detached out- 
houfle, but Boon gave up all hopes of taming, and amnsed 
himself by feeding them. They were about six months old> 
when one day they gained their liberty, T forg:et exactly how. 
They tore a pony to pieces in the yard, and desperately 
wounded a woman, who was only saved by immediate assist- 
ance. Then the forest received its children again. 

I was once on a vieit to a friend, whose estate was situated 
on Lake Peipus. We were sitting at dinner, when we re- 
ceived information that a huge bear had been seen in Eomo 
osier-beds on the lake. His death was at once decreed I 
All preparaliouB were slrnightway made. Fitihing-boatB 
carried us to the island; but the withies were tall, and no 
bear was to be seen. The flr&t shot was flred at some die< 
tance, followed by several others, A bear, the largest I had 
ever seen, bounded through the reeds, straight towards myself 
and a gentleman by my side. The fdlow was near, and 
the bullets went home. He turned round and bounded into 
the lake, swimming with the speed of an otler. We soon 



98 



KECOLLECTIONB OP RITSBIA. 



Beated ourselves in our boats, and by dint of quick pulUug', we 
canght him up. He was exirronnidcd. The firiDg was un- 
certain in the oscillating boats. With fearful snorts of fary, 
the brute steered toward one boat, and then the other. He 
could easily have endangered ua all by Tipsetting them. Spite 
of the activity of our steerer, the swimming bear managed to 
reach our boat. He had laid one paw ou the gHQwale, the 
boat heaved over, but at this moment a peasant cyt off his 
paw with a hatchet. In a second the other paw was on the 
(ide of the boat. Bruin lost it in a similar faghion, and a 
ball ia his eye pnt an end to his existence. 

A peasant standing* on the bank was making' incessant 
signals to he, wSiiist the conquered hero, who had withstood 
more than twenty foes for a whole hour, was being drag^ged 
to land. He reported that two miles further on, a bear was 
dining in a field of oats. Two bears in one afternoon t That 
is no rarity on the Peipus. The field was qiiietly surrounded 
— ^nothing stirred. We advanced. It was evident that a guest 
had been enjoying himself, and had indulged ia a roll after 
his repast, but the gonrroand Kimself had disappeared. The 
signal was blown for retreat. The foremost horsemen were just 
turning a fence, when the Bruin we were in search of, trotted 
across a morass in front of them, in the direction of the first. 

Three light horsemen cut him off. A ehot in the side in- 
vited hia to turn back. We now had him surrounded by a 
morass. Seated on a fallen birth-stem, he appeared to be 
Btlidying bis plan of action. It was impossible to reach him 
through the swamp—for even at the edge of it we sank iu up 
to our knees. We sent for assistance from the village. The 
peasants broke down a fence, and a narrow flying bridge to 
the centre of the swamp was soon fortned. Those armed with 
guns drew nearer to the enemy iu Indian file, as he sat 
calmly disregarding a pack of yelping watch-dogs, who made 



B£AE-imMTINO. 



99 



aucli a row that it was impossible to hear ourselves speak. 
At last Bniln was within shot. A few paces in front, stood 
tte crack phot, the gamekeeper, in the water. His bullets 
whistled and stniok, hut Bruin only shook hiraself, and re- 
mained quietly seated. The bridge was leng'thened. The 
second shot was scarcely fired before the bear bounded for- 
ward on tte first sportsman, whom it was imposBihle to help, 
in consequence of two having' Hunk, just behind him, into the 
swarap. Before he could escape, the furious brnte stood before 
him, roae on his hind legs, and gave him such a blow, that 
it tnre hie hunting-jacket, waistcoat, and shirt from the 
shoulder to the waist, aud laid the poor fellow's chest open. 
But the hold gamekeeper did not lose his presence of mind 
in this stand-up fight. He thrust the barrel of his giin into 
the beat's widely-opened jaws, and gave him his coup de grdce. 
It was, most probably, the spouse of the maritime hero we 
had killed a few hours previdiialy. 

There is no doubt that the Baltic provinces will gradually 
he EuKianized, if the winds from the Polar Sea remain the 
prevalent ones. Every year brings in fresh bales of decrees. 
Petersburg introduces Russianism into the commercial, teach- 
ing, and oflScial classea, who become the more brutal, the 
more support they me^t with. Many German sons return from 
the army ftith a German heart \ but many bring back Bussian 
arrogance, with all its repulsive adjuncts, and involuntarily 
promote the Kusaian cause. The desire for Itussian decora- 
tions, formerly unknown, is becomingf more active. The times 

when a Von H , in whose services to his province even 

the Russian Government believed, refused publit^ly to wear a 
Russian order, because it would place him in the same rank 
with an ensign — those times are past. 

The nobilily, especially in Estbonia, have grown consider- 
ably poorer, not through extravagance, but through the tender 
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interest of Eusgia in Ihe welfare of the provinces. Their 
propert^r passes into tile hands of rich artJsans, uneducated 
men, without corporate or national interests, who either can* 
not or will not oppose Rnssianifim, as tliey are purposely fav- 
oured ahove tlie nobility — for the weakness of the nobility 
is the mainstay of autocratic eg-otism. 

Count Benkendorf was an Esthoaian. Through his position 
with two emperors, he was enabled to keep within bounds 
the fiiissian influence upon the province of his birth. Very 
honourable Germans, belonging to the old nobility of these pro- 
vinces, are still at the head of the Eussian administration in 
Petersburg, as well as in the Imperial suite ; but, drawn too 
closely into the Russian interest, or too much impeded by the 
obstacles purposely placed in their way, their best endeavours 
cannot make themselves fylt. The young' nobility, created by 
metallic merit, can only find their lustre and stipport in Peters- 
burg- — they attach themselves therefore to the Russian influ- 
enza ; but neither efitatea, nor parks, nor greenhouses can cause 
their origin to be forgotten. The sons of the impoverished 
nobility are forced to open for themselves a career in Russia, 
and if, among those who have enrolled themselves in the class 
of ensignsj uncorrupled, nobis Beutimenls still prevail, it may 
be regarded as a mii'acle. 

In past history these fertile coast-Unds can point to many 
deeds of the Eussians, but only to such as are fraught with the 
horrors of desolation and inhumanity. Walter von Pletten- 
burg, and other leaders, the battle-plaina of Wesenberg, 
Wenden, Felin, &c.^ proved centuries ago bow greatly Ger- 
manity straggled against Enssian approximation. It is left 
for Russophilista to disoover the blessings which Ensaia be- 
stowed upon these German countries. At Narwa, Germany 
and Russia have their line of demarcation, I never could 
look at the fortress and the plain around it, without the spirit 
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of tlie brave and honest Charles XII. hovering around me. I 
used to fancy the snow-whirl before me, his heroic bands driv- 
ing; the timid liordea like clouds before the wind, while they, 
although double the number of his followers, yielded them- 
selves by thrmsands as prisoners at the mere sound of his 
name, and were sent by him conteniptuouBly back to the Cxar, 
who avoided his preaetrce. That was Charles's error, Kemesia 
warns every hero, " not to contemn even the smallest foe." 
The completion of Charles'a misfortunes lay in the young 
king's character, falsely regarded as ohstinate. He could 
make a distinction between ethics and jtulities. Humanity 
often stands perplexed at this cross-road. The questions 
whiuh Charles addressed to life, deprive him of none of his 
moral value, and the replies ho received from fate do not at 
all strip the laurels from his brow. Whatever is once en- 
rolled fur the disquietude of Europe in the book of fate, must 
inevitably take place I 

Even had perverse fortune bestowed ton PuUawas on her 
favourite, they wotdd not have eclipsed one victory at Narwa. 
What ii subject fur thought is that battle-field ! How many 
thousjand Russian skeletons rot after one Swedish blow 1 The 
hand that struck it may have grown smaller, but it has re- 
maitied free and powerful. But if tlie Russian bones ro«e 
and were again covered with flesh, what else would thoy be 
than slaves! 

Karwa stands in the battle -chronicles of the Eus$ians as a 
monument that they were invariably defeated wheti opposed 
to European artntes, and when left to themselves, unless in- 
deed some favouring accident intervened. 

RuKsians I yon need not revert to the era when the Mon- 
golian sbadow terrified your foreftithers, or regard that hand- 
ful of Cossacks in the wooden Putivel, and the cowardly fear 
of your immense matises when opposed to them, but adhere to 
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living history. Leave the turban of 1828, and the Polish cap 
of 1831 on one side; but eay, whether it be not true that 
you could only gain a miserable victory by a, ft^arful loss of 
life, when an enemy stood before you with the tactics of 
savages, like the Persians — when you overwhelmed by your 
brute weight weaker countries, such as Sweden and Poland— 
when dissension in the hostile army, or storm and climate 
aided you, as at Pultawa and in the winter of 1812 — or when 
your allies first contended for the palm, and saved your de- 
feated cohorts, as in Italy under your adulated Mars, or at 
Eylau, and in 1813. Do you not celebrate defeats as though 
they were the most brilliant victories ? "So far, and no 
further ! " you cried to the foe at Borodino, who bad till then 
sought in vain for an engagement. " He will not see our 
holy city," it was stated ; " not one of the braver who dares to 
cope with us here will escape — all will be destroyed." All the 
levers of fanaticism were summoned to your assistance, to arouse 
your courage. The priests in their state-robes, embroidered 
with gold and silver, used all their forms of incantation, 
implored all the saints, all the heavenly powers for their 
intercession. The whole army was consecrated to death. 
Commanders and soldiers took the sacrament rs a pledge that 
they would sooner die than yield a handbreadth of territory 
to the foe. The saints did not hefir — >the heavenly powers 
were indifferent I The army gave way ; it escaped annihila- 
tion by good fortune ; the holy city was burned down ; the 
enemy remained till the Almighty cried to Napoleon's glory, 
his fortune, his strength, then at their acme : " So far and 
no further I" — not till then did the wheel begin to retrograde, 
with lamentations and groans such 83 the world has never 
until now heard again. 

According to your almanac, you are boutid to believe in 
an historical era when " the Gauls and twenty allied nations 
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invaded your territoiy." BeHieve it if you like, but do not 
compel otters to laugh at the idea that a ihousand, or twenty 
or thirty thouaaud soldiere, were nations. 

And then, that convenient thing, treachery — what defeats 
it has Bavftd you ! Yes, you have conquered, &b ho European 
nation has done since the period of Eoman conquests. But 
do not boast. The why aud how strike you on the mouth, 
and conquests without liberty only produce ages of lamenta- 
tioti. The nations of Euroije, with their belief and educa.tion, 
have long passed the period when they accepted masks and 
lies for the pure truth. Faint your myths and deeds with 
ochre, plate them with gold or lead, still you cannot prevent 
the colour of truth piercing through the coating. 

Tou will not drive the nations of Europe from this view 
of the case ; for they know now what fearful deueptioo you 
display in your whole conduct. Seek allies I It is possible 
you may acquire them j but with all your allies you will not 
overthrow that national strengthj which will revenue itself 
amply for every insult — if not immediately, yet all the more 
uurely hereafter. 
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TUe oiinaplracf — Conduct of tbe mob^Hopa for the farare. 



In Busaia, a liumaD ruce without constant cares is a tbing 
unknown. Indeed, it ivoald be difficult to find on a map tbe 
country where hjippiaess was thoroughly at home. But there 
are countries where purgatory is visibly burniug, and man 
pays penanoe for past and future sina. The nations of Europe 
iiave passed through a magnificent epoch, and the year 1789 
has left behind it all its powerful influence. Each is more 
conscious of its power on the native soil — each will fight the 
good fight of its indepenilence against internal and external 
foes. Tho good emanating from that memoTahle ye^r left 
only one nation untouched, and that was the Russian, 

Tbe phalanx of Bussia'a flatterers and falsie friends has 
never ceased to warn the nation against the poison introduced 
from foreign countries. The Minister of Public Instriiction, 
in a report dated 1836, describea the trouble whicli had been 
taken to guard young Kuseia from the pestilence that dis- 
quieted BO large a portion of the other European States: and 
states, therefore, that the Russians ought to bless their lot, 
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and, with perfect conviction, to offer the tribute of their talents 
to tlje protective Government. If the Russians were capable 
of chang-p, the reform would have long' ago coramenceii, 
through contact in the ECftports with the foreign plaffiie ; and 
thej would hate been inoculated with virtues, principles, or 
vices, to winch tbey were formerly Btrangera. But if we find 
their vices pecTiliar to themselveSj and not sbared by other 
nations, or at least not in the game degfree — if we look iu 
vain fur the virtues of strangers among them — the rest of 
Europe mny, meanwhile, feel very emy as to its infectioiis 
tendency, and, whenever the day for the reform of the Eiissian 
nation does dawn, neither ministers nor diplomatists, neither 
bullelB Tior eabres, will be able to alter the decrees of Provi 
denee by a hair 'r- breadth. 

That which the RussianB want can only etnauate from the 
tnmdj and not from the sale of flax and tallow, hides and 
caviare, or by a railway from Petersburg to Behring'g Straits. 
A medley of erroneous ideas is not & blessing, which must be 
gimrded, protected, and defended from the blazing light. On 
the other hand, the foetering of slaves is a transmitted sin 
agninst Christianity and Henson. When will the time arrive to 
restore humjinity to its rights? Ought a man, then, to bless 
his l(>t, when sold at a cheaper rate th.in a horse — when played 
away like a shilling, or staked on the knave of tmnips — when 
pledged like a coiit, given away like an article of furniture, 
and trained and taught like a j)uo:llc? Do not rely on this or 
that law, wbicii decrees that such tilings must not be. Let it 
not be objected that the aerf can no longer be sold alone, 
without his family ; that in the Baltic provinces Alexander 
abolished serfdom, and gave the peasant nwincroua indulgences. 
I huve Eufliciently acquainted myself with the state of the 
peasant in the German provinces, both before and afier the 
boasted liberation, &nd found no impruvement. Under the 
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conditions laid down, the word " manumission " is a sarcasm 
on liberty. A man fastened to a cbain^ were it a tnile long, 
would Le laughed at if he boasted of bis liberty, Withont 
entire ownership of the soil, the countryman remains a serf. 
Though a prospect of gain mny be -Jipparently afforded him, 
the landholder always has ways and means at his command 
to prevent any application of justice. Is the Euesian subject 
better off, if his serfdom receive a code ? la he more pro- 
tected ag^ainst injustice when this code gives him judges, and 
the right of complaining to them, if these judges are the re- 
latione, friends, or arqnaintances of the accused ? Must not 
the complainant, even if justice cannot he reftieed him, return 
again to the spot where the injustice was committed, and be 
exposed to the vengeance of his oppressor? "He can remove 
to another estate." Good I But does not habit exercise its 
influence over him too? He is in his birthplace — he learns 
the stale of the whole of the province from his kinsmen, and 
finds that things are just the same everywhere. Then, again, 
he is attached to his relations — his family has spread in this 
district. Yonder he may perhaps obtain a better piece of 
land ; but hsre he has a forest, and can steal from it beyond 
tliQ legal amount. There fewer corpses attract him ; here 
his hay crop is larger. On that estate there is a good-tem- 
pered master; but the wife brandishes the slipper, and counts, 
the peasant among her live stock. He is aged besides, h© 
feels his misery, but — he remains. 

When the Government ie despotic, will it negative itself, or 
assent to that which is opposed to it? — or is despotism wearied 
of the weight of its sceptre ? No I But it hears that Europe 
is becoming more free. They will not remain in the back- 
ground ; for the expectant eye of the world wishes to see some- 
thing done. A piece 18 Eicted, " Much ado about nothing ; " 
but they do not commit the impolicy of making any alteration. 
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Kever yet hae a Czar thought of altering or removing a cog 
in the wheels of his machinery, to make it go diflerently or 
move aloae, without his supervision- Eussia gives her sin- 
cere sympathy to the African whom avarice drags to America* 
In the confederation of good men, who make sacrifices for 
the welfare of mankind, Russia's voice is heard denouncing 
slavery. It is no longer suited for Europe I So they say. 
Paris is fortified^ the Bhine is defentled, England guards her 
coasts. Fortresses must be huilt in all directions. Why? 
AU for the sake of goMen peace, in order to confirm still more 
the amicable relations with other States- Philosophy and 
philanthropy are the orators for liberty. The Eussians cordi- 
ally respond— and maintain serfdom at home. 

Fearful, annihilating thought — I am the property of another 
man I I am torn from my vocation, wbichj as a man, I have 
a right to choose, to become the passive instrument of another I 
I bow to the law of necessity, but not to the mandate of 
tyranny. More fearful than the wild hunt in the Thuringian 
Forest, sounds the sarcasm in. the wretched man's ear : " If 
wrong ie done you, you will find justice before the throne 1 " 
Tho throne I — can he reach it ? Grant that he would find 
help there. But every approach h occupied by the deraoriB 
of cunning, tyranny, and convenience ! 

Cry ! thy voice will reach the tlirone t 

Let him attempt it I The bayonet will hurl hira to the 
ground, or he will be dragged to a raad-house. Let him 
if he dare say : " God gave my soul liberty — He gave me 
human rights I" 

During thiiiy years, I saw the Russian peasant f5unb in 
such a state of aptithy and routine, that he could hardly ha 
distinguished from the dog which, having been brought up 
by a Catholic and Bold to a Protestant, would not touch meat 
6Q a Fnday. But I have also Been peasantfi iu Russia who 
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felt their hiimanity. They might err against order j but 
tbey never rose against the Govemment of their country. 
Thny know that they owe obedieuco to the law, and this 
they have proved in every turamll. 

When the cbolera made its entry into Peterfiburg', the 
Bnperslitlous populace were aSBembled In large masses in the 
streets by the popee, who, with their crosses, banners, and 
pictures of saints, commenced their processions in front of the 
churches, in order to expel Ihe unwelcome guest. No pro- 
hibition prevented the propagation of the evil by these dense 
masses, and terror rapidly distorted tbjit which stupidity told 
to Btnpiditj. The fault %va8 openly laid on the Poles, No 
one believed in a plague, but in the Kussian nation being 
poisoned by the Poles. Any one who appeared a suspiciouB 
object to the vagabond worbmeti WAB bunted down. If 
chloride was found in their pockets, there was a yell of poison, 
they were ill-treated, or handed over to the police. Instead 
of these proving more senaible than the ignorant peasants, 
tedious examinations were Bet about, and innocent persona 
kept under arrest. Here was a famous opportunity of ob- 
taining a ransom. Many Iwld doctors isbut themselveB Up 
or disappeared. There was no one to instruct ihe besotted 
people. 

But the people is ready to be instructed. Tho Euasiati has 
a few qualtticB above the poodle and canary. He underKtands 
the melody of commoa sense, when reafion strikes the key- 
note, ai>d has not an obligato accompaniment of whips and 
rattans. 

I found one morning a large crowd consisting of peasants, 
who had been greatly excited by a report of poisoning, col- 
lected on the Anitschkoff Bridge. Head npon head bent dowa 
over the baliistrade, they looked fixedly into the water. Bub- 
bles were rising on ita surface, caused by the stream pouring 
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in from an adjoining Eewer. " Look at the poison," cried one 
after tbe other, " wliicb baa been thrown into the Fontanka 
to destroy m — see bow it bubbles!" At thia moment a band 
of Oamins burned up from the Setnenoff Bridge, pursuing a 
man, with sliouts of " Stop him I stop him ! he has got poison 
in his pocket I" He was seized. A paper of chloride, which was 
found upon him, was held high above their heads by one of 
tbe shunters, while tlie man was dragged backwards and for- 
wards by tbe furious crowd, and cried for help. Deadly fear 
was depicted on his countenance. 

"Brothers! brothers 1" I shouted at the top of my voice, 
" you are sensible men ; what do those boys know about 
poiGon? — do not kill an innocent manl" 

Thus I succeeded in producing an armistice. 

"Sirl" a voice shouted ia my car, with the sound of a 
aackbut, " did you not see the bubbles in the water ? That 
is poison — look, look I " 

" What fool told you that it was poison ; don't you see 
where the bubbles come from ? Look at that dirty water 
running out of the pipe — that makes the bubbles, and you 
can't see them elsewhere." 

" It is true, brothers," shouted a peasant on the bank ; 
"from here I can see where the bubbles come from — the 
gentleman is right." 

" liut look here, sir ! The powder we found yesterday 
ia the pockets of a great many, is that not poison ?" 

" No ! that is not poison ; it ia called chloride, and the 
doctors have advised that ii should be sprinkled In the rooms 
and carried on the person, to prevent infection. You are 
not fools for thinking the powder poi&on, hut the doctors for 
advising it. Let the man go, or Uike him to the chief of 
p<jlice, if you believe him guilty, hut don't ill-treat him ; the 
police-inspector will be sure to laugh at you," 
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"Eat, master, if it is not poison 1" an impadent fellow 
slioQted to Bie, as he lield the paper with the chloride to my 
mouth. Before lie could defend himself, I gave him a tro- 
niendona Wow on hia dirty cheek, with the words — 

" Would ^oti eat everything that was teld to your raouth ?" 

"You are right, sir, you are right," was ejaculated all 
around me ; "he's a fool 1 let the man go, he is innocent. 
God be with him I Devil fetch the police I" 

The examination ended in a general buret of laughter. 
The man hurried home, and I was just moving on, when 
the policeman of tke first quarter of the city came driv- 
ing up to the canal in his elegantly-appointed drosky. 
" See, 8oe, a police hook I" was tlie cry among the moK The 
whole mass hastened from the bridge towards the krutachok 
— the general appellation in Rnssia for policemen and rogues 
— witli an unfeigned intention of giving him a good thrash- 
ing po ruski-^i.e., after the Eussian fashion. Heaven knows 
how it came about, but my tongue was tied, and I felt 
marvelloQaly resigned ! But the police feed their horses 
well ; the policeman turned back in a second, and the four 
feet were swifter than those of the legion which followed 
them for some distance. 

The principal meeting-place of the peasants during the 
cholera season was the hay and provision market. In a 
narrow street adjoining, a cholera lazaretto had been esta- 
blished. The living wore carried in, and the dead out. This 
did not suit the views of the great National Convention, and 
they decided on saving those condemned to death by the 
physicians. The uniformed doctors were expelled, of course 
po ruski, the beds thrown into the streets, the sick carried to 
their own houses, and — medici, proh sancte Jupiter I — they 
recovered. The police did not dare to make their appearance, 
and they obeyed the popular command with a scrupttlousncsa 
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which is generally neither a virtue nor a reproach among 
them. 

The military QoTernor drove into the centre of the con- 
vention. How frequently bad I passed through tho ante- 
chamber of this gentleman, and seea the hrothers of this 
mass of peasants touching the ground with their foreheads, 
crawling to the feet of the mighty one, and kissing thera, a^ 
they whined their petitions. "It cannot hel" was the reply 
I then heard from hig lipg ; and all met with the same re- 
sponse. The EuBsian's belief in justice in his own country, is 
cspresBed by the proverb, "Heaven is high, and the Czar 
great I " Now, on the hay-market, the open sky was the roof 
of the audience-chftmher. Beneath it, the people saw there 
was room to stand before a fellow-man, and they only bowed 
their knee to Hira " who turiieth the seas into dry land, and 
whose hand is full of justice." The mob surrounded the 
carriage. The Governor-general was no bad servant to his 
roaster ; but he was very weak, and sadly deficient in the 
gift of eloquence. He stood up in his carriage, threatened, 
and seated himself again without deJay, when he saw that 
his test was badly selected. From a distance, potatoes, 
oniona, cucumbers, carrots, and even stones, were thrown at 
his carriage. The coachman lashed his horses, and away the 
commandant of the city flew, as if drawn by rein-deer. He 
would gladly have remained Governor-general, hut death 
declared against him ! 

The popular meetings on the hay-market lasted several 
days. In the midst of the many-headed mob, vegetables and 
hay were purchased, and no one was in the filightest measure 
insulted. The rage of the people was only vented on persons 
whom they believed or fancied to he the caUBft of oppression, 
and with whom they had principally had to do in their wretched 
existence. Still even against these their indignation was only 
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expressed by the pliraee^" Keep out of our sight ! " Many han 
deserted the daily asBembliea by the perfifuafiion of their moro 
■enaibte breihren, when the Emperor appflared on the hay-mar- 
ket. He left his carriage at the main-guard, which had been 
considerably reinforced. The mob Biuldenly gave way and fell 
back. The Emperor monnted the steps of the adjactflnt church, 
Rnd ordered the retiring peasants to be driven toward him. 
Eeverenee caused them to doff their caps, but they remained 
standing. " Down on your knees !" the Emperor shouted — 
and down they sank. Then be delivered a short and angry 
speech to the still numerouB tnob, commencing with—" What 
have yon been doing?" 

And actually it was all over. The Emperor Nicholas knew 
his people j and the people in tnrn Itnpw that he desired justice, 
and had the will to promote it through the whole breadth of 
his empire. The numberless and nameless acts of injustice 
which were pronounced and carried into effect within the fron- 
tiers of the empire, took place without hia knowledge; and from 
perfect conviction, I acquit him of every fault of the kind, 
which appears to have attached to him. 1 have a right to do 
60, for I have been amply informed hy numerous inetaneeB, that 
things were laid before him for decision, which required the 
utmost firmness of character and the most unbending will, It 
is not EuEGcLcnt to have lived a long while in Bussia ; oQe 
must have looked in the face of the Etissian system, and have 
been favoured by fortune in observing the back-doors and 
winding s tail's. 

I do not entirely acquit the late Emperor of faults. Organ- 
ism and education h;^! an mfliience upon him as on other men, 
but he never purposely committed an act of injustice. The 
sentence of the world on every man who has madu himself 
retnnrkable, takes into account the circumstances which at- 
tended his birth, his social relations, and his education. A 
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KiiBBian kaiser sbonlrj form no exception, especially b& persi^us 
are inclined to make him responsible for everything that takes 
placii in bis empire. In certain resjwcts lie is so, for any one 
wlio advances as giiide, alao assumes the difficulty anil respon- 
sibility of the eharucter. " But strict justice is not justice, 
et il n'y a que VSquite^ qui sok convenahle & Vhomme." This 
i-emark of his grandmother's must not be forgotten in judging 
the Emperor Nicholsis. 

Eomnd the cradle of a Grand Duke are laid orders, und 
admiral's or gi^nerars commissions, and veteran commanders 
liand tbcSr reports to this chief en miniature^ and lay them on 
his pillow. In bis eyes, then, the glistening stars are eou- 
stantiy llasbing, and "while still in the hands of his nurses, 
he kntnvH that those men with the fles.ile backs are his xnoi^t 
humble servants. Even at an early age he begins to regard 
mankind through lofiy windows from a distance. Educji- 
tion, society, example— develop, foster, and fona his arigto- 
cratic sentiments, until by degrees the impressions become 
hardened into prejudices, and finally OBsify into principles. 
He sees in the church and in the street the humiliation and 
devotion that attend the imaged representative of the Divine 
and Holy. He sees the same, and under the same form, 
talking place at his own feet. On Sundays and holidays, ^w 
name and thai of his family are re-echoed from the Htltare «»t' 
the whole kingtlom. He reads and heara, " One OfWI in hfj*- 
ven, one god on earth!" The terrestrial god is his fathi'V, 
and he is his son. Should he then be esteemetl rceiponBihle 
for that which, through education, example, and teaching, he 
regards as a law of his being ? But, on the other hand, can 
he complain of injustice if his sentiments and actions Jire as- 
Bailed ? 

T Bpeak of the evils of slavery. My feelings know no dis- 
tinction between it and serfdom. The Rwssian has been robbed 
8 B 
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f»f tlie wofld in wbich be lives, and a fiUiire one is 
raised him in recompense. He must not think of possessions 
here, Imt Beek his indeBcribable richea beyond the stars. 
This is no czaric or royal discovery, it came from the mar- 
vellous source of lliat army of Bonzes encamped over the 
whole world. 

Where slavery exists, tyranny is ever fonnd. The fact of 
a good regent mounting' the throive does not convert slavery 
into a. bed of flowera. The beat mjin atunihlcs. There ia not 
one on etirlh who can say, " I have never during ray whole life 
been nfiected by caprice." Every man k an object of terror, 
be he a Moses, a Titns, a Solon, -who is free to do all that 
is gionil, bnt at the same time, all that is bad as welt. What 
avail all individual wisdom, goodness, and loyalty, if a prin- 
ciple exists which can and does render persona miserable? 
What use to the peasant are all the governmental encoura^- 
ments to promote agricultnre^ if he can lie and is, lawfully shot 
like a poacher, in case he atlempta to defend himself against 
the hares, deer, and wild hoars, that cat his cabbages, bark 
his trees, and root up his potatoes ? Slavery is the thick coat 
beneath which all the characteristics of Ruseia lie concealed; an 
aggresBive spirit without determination — ^proneness to quarrel- 
ling — wild manners — a cold head and heart — love of estrava- 
gauce — ignoraticc — enperstition — ungronaded national conceit 
instead of national spirit — obstinacy in lieu of manliness — 
Toiighness in lieu of sincerity — cunning' and treachery in the 
place of foresight — priest-worship instead of faith — deficiency, 
ID short, of great princea and great men. 

Let tlie Bnssinn look at Sweden, hia neig^hbovring' conu^ 
try, in the eame latitude aa his own. Bravery combined 
with dignity; native indttstry and science; morality and 
order; national activity ; legisLiture adapted to human na- 
ture ; a love of the arts and beUes lettrea; a gallery of great 
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rniere. Such tliinge are to he found tliere. Tiie Russimi 
imtion never knew any other era than that of debasetncnt. 
Throughout its whole history it can point to no epoch of mental 
elevation ; and its panegyrists cleverly avoid appealing to tho 

Pot em kin had a merchant dragged from Moscow to Peters- 
liurg by the police, in order to show a lady his immense beard, 
about whof5c length she had doubted. The merchant was 
brougbt to the capita!, and kept in chtuna for months, till 
Potemkin happened to think of the board. After the curiosity 
iiad been iufiptetod, iho Muscovite returned home with shat- 
ttred heal til, to find Lis fortnim mined, ttnd liifi wift) dead of 
grief. 

It will be said, *' These times arc past." This is true as 
to the times, but not as to that which begets such deeds — 
tyranny^ the accomplice of slavery. Ai>d where both have 
eaten into the eystem for centuries, fifty years' escision will 
not have reached the core of the evil. The same instance 
may not have recurred, jtist as the e^ime fungiis does not spring 
up again, but others make their appearance iu the same tiighl. 
I have frequently heard RuKBiana remark, that " we posseps 
lio states free from tyranny ; European, civilisation has not yet 
created one." Be it so; there are laws, however, which are 
move fearfid than tyranny, for they give a stamp to injustice, 
In various countries things occur arbitrarily which are not 
found iu Russia; but here agaia are others from which all 
Europe recoils. Portugjil, Bpain, Italy, and I he whole liuraau 
race as far as Turkey, mi&er more or leas from the nightmare 
of tyranny, but then the inhabitants have some conipensation 
to lay in the balance, and — whether constitution al, mnnnrchi- 
cal, or republican, with or without the permission of the 
authorities— they all join in praising tlietr good fortune in not 
being Russians ; they are consciuiiB of the relationship ia 
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whicli they atand to a state power, and do not depend on 
a mere autocratical system, as an estate inherited de jitre 
divino. 

In Russia, servility is confounded with pfltriotic, indeed 
with honest, sentimcntR. But who confounds it ? Not the 
people, but the panegyviste of the Govemraent — the vatnpireB 
preying- on the nation and its chief. How much good might 
lie effected if honest servants would do their hest to further 
the rectitude of purpose seated on the throne 1 A foreigner 
cannot fidly comprehend tny remark, because it is ueceBSary 
to have heen personally coiirinceJ how Emperor and empire 
are cheftted, not modestly under a eloak^ but publicly, without 
tlie Blightest scruple or bashfuloesfi. Every foreigner wliu 
wishes to he honest, will confeas how frequently he has heard 
in Ritssia the remark, " Such horrors would not be believed 
beyond our own country.'* 

Servility is not merely a product of despotic states ; it is a 
paraeitic plant, whose seed, birtls and wiiida have carried every- 
where on European soil. To see it practised hy high dignitaries 
as a virtue, and to hear it publicly stated by pretentious authorH 
to be the Voice of the nation — these are proofs that school- 
Jnasters. do very wrong in holding- up Sejanus as a disgrace to 
humanity. At the present day, squadrons of Sejani could Iw 
formed. Whatever ia bad at one given period remains so 
eternally ; and it is the same with the good, for morality never 
ehangcs. When I read in the Petersburg Journal a few 
years baok, '* The Emperor is great as regent; great as con- 
queror; great as diplomatist; great as man; great as legis- 
lator," and found this fully explained in a commentary 
attached — I was not at all surprised, being accustomed to such 
public disgrace. When every one creeps, the newspaper editors 
naturally crawl in the front ranks. 

When a king of Tombooktoo seats himstdf on a throne of 
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hiiman sIchIIb, liia courtiers beg him to dispose of their heads, 
in case liis seat Sfhould secni too low. 

Certain Indian chiefs, wiien tliey wish to esprcBS their de- 
votion, present tlieir prince with a pair of sKppere, on the soles 
of which their portrait is drawn, and hag as a favour that he 
will trample them under foot. 

TranHatlantic sttiries for inland imitation I 

Li Russia, servility is the chyle which supports the whole 
fltate-hody. The most honest of the eervants of the Monareh 
does not dare to raise the slightest oltjection to nny ordinance 
injurious to his fntherland, for he knows to what i>ersecutIon he 
would be exposed — not from the Emperor, but from the ariato- 
cratB ; and hecanee he is snre that if his objection were to 
succeed, the amendment would fail in the esocutiou. The in- 
ferior never contradicts his superior, This discipline is a State 
principle from top to hottou]. State Councillor E- — ~, in his 
capacity of guardian, furnished himself with ample proofs of 
the injustice shown by a general of artillery to hie wards, who 
had entered that cor^js. But his persoual applieation to one 
high in authority met with (he sharp reply ; " How can a 
general commit injustice towards a cadet?" 

And where falls the greatest preBSttre of this system of serf- 
dom ? Of course it is most felt at the base. Cannot the position 
of the peasant be established from this simple fact? 

Tvook at him, whether in his village, or as an inmate of the 
capital. What is his life ? His dress in summer is composed 
of linen trowsers and a shirt, which hangs down half way over 
his loins. A cord or thong round the waist sustains both. 
The quality of the canvas is that of the commosi flour-sacks. 
His feet arc ignorant of stockings ; be wraps them in the 
filthiest rags up to the ankles, and draws over themj not shoes, 
but slippers of the coarseat lime-tree bark, or straw. It was, 
therefore, pardonable in a practised sportsaian, to take the 
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track of muh ati animal in the snow, for tbat of a hitherto nn- 
known species of bear. In winter a sheepskin ii? drawn ovm 
this costnme. In the rope rcmnd the waist hangs the hatehi't, 
iiis sole irapleroent, with which he hiillds and finishes off his 
lionse, his bench, hi& table. When he returns hnme wearied 
at night, he bfcftre a piece of board or drift-wood on his shouldore, 
to heat his room, or boil his eoup ; and where is hie dwelling 
in tlie ciipitivl ? In cellars, in a stable, in a cowhouse. Who- 
ever wisbea to see thJK artiaan class, women and men in their 
common sleeping-ruoma, if he can master his organs of respira- 
tion, shoulil visit the subterraneous holes on the Haymarkct 
in Ijesnikoff's hoiiBe and others. Fifty to * hundred lie on 
the floor,, and cliew onions, and Btinking fish, or snore. Pan- 
dora's hos was filled with the steam from these hells. Of what 
ctmsists their daily meal ? In summer, of cold quase, with 
bread or gi-uats, and green onions shredded in it. In winter, 
iininterniptedlj, soup with chopped cahhage and fat,— in 
fast time, hemp oil. The table d'hote is publicly served 
up on the ground. A great number of brothers in misery 
sit rontid, not a dish— for their lusary does not extend bo fur — ■ 
but they eat with wooden spoons out of the pail from which 
the cattle have just been watered ! 

If you travel in Kusaia otherwise than by post, yon are 
glad to turn in at a peasant's, rather than into the wretched, 
filthy public-houao. Draw out tlie table-drawer. There 
lieft the cut loaf, and hundreds of large brown beetles glisten 
round it, and lay their eggs in it. The Rnssian merely beats them 
out, and eats without the slightest diegust. On the door hangs 
a clay -pot, out of which all waeh. In a corner is nailed the smoke- 
dried picture, before which the master of the honBC falls pros- 
trate, or crosses himself, and to which the family prays. On 
the stove there is room enough for them to sleep. A bench 
a^inst the wall, and two or three stools, are the furoituw. 
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Suppose we visit the countryman at his laboars. So long 
JIB the snow has uot entirely covered the soil in jiuttimn, he 
drives bis horae and cattle out to feed on the frozen grass ; 
and in Api'il, when the snow has partially disappearedj they 
mnst support life from what the melted snow has softened, and 
t!ic Bun has dried again. I saw with my own eyes not merely 
once, but repeatedly, the kine lifted up in the etahlea with poles, 
hecaiiae too weak to get on tlmir legs hy their own strength, 
in onler, on St. George's day, to be driven out into tlie barren 
(lead fields. Rye-straw is their winter food, from which all tLe 
nourishment has been drawn by the heat during the threshing 
of the grain. When tlie winter seis in early, the provision of 
straw does not last. The roofe are stripped ofi", to keep the 
cattle alive with the nld straw, until the next harvest. The 
naked beam!} furnish a prraif of the prosperity of the villages. 

In May the bor&ea must conuncnce ploughing. They ex- 
liaust their strength in drawing the light plough, which turns 
up the only i>artia!ly manured soil. Above the plough the 
htrk rcjoiceiS, hut its snug finds no reeponse in tlie heart of the 
ploiigher. The harrow brushes the surface of the soil. It is 
formed of young pine-trees fastened on each other. On one 
side of the&e the enda of the branches are left aa teeth. If it is 
intended to do more than merely bound over the field, stones 
nre attached to it. This Bystem la carried on from the Prnssian 
and Polish frontiers, as far as Archangel and Siberia, where- 
ever rye is still grown. The metropolis, and indeed the whole 
of its government, cantiot display any other mode of tillage. 

I doubt not, that foreigners have read wonderful thiags 
about the progress of agriculture in Eussia. In the Cabinet 
of the Petersburg Agricultnral Society, for instance, models of 
all sorts of machines may be seen, but the only persons who 
have thoroughly studied agriculture are the landowners in 
f'ourland, Livonia, siad Esthonia. The resnlts of their Indus- 
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Lry and reflection are visible in their fields. The pensanta, too, 
of these prttvinces far surpass the RussianB in husbandry. The 
tiiajority of the rich Russians leave their estates to the man- 
atfement of foreign or eetf stewards, for a study of agriculture 
is in their opinion inseparable from the scent of manure, and 
they cannot lower themselvos to that. A herd of useless, lazy 
sUves in their houses, are more necessary to their owners, than 
their hands in the fields, 

Tlie Kutisian landowners who live in PetersLnrg, Moscow, 
and g'overnmental towns, for the sake of the Court, or of an &\i- 
]iointment, or of pleasure, amusement, extravagance, — find no 
other interest or satisfaction in their estates, than thiit derivetl 
from the rubles the steward sends them, and which he has 
(iriiwu from the sweat and misery of the serfs. And who are 
ibesc stewardB? Persons conversant with agriculture? Of 
what use would they be, since, whether tiip fields are bowed 
down by heavy crops, or empty straw-haulniB riae to the sky, 
the result is all the same ! Tiie peasant must, in any case, pay 
his tribute ; the less he retains for himself, the more obedient 
according to Russian principles! Tchinovnil^s (Government 
officiula), who cannot find a. Kituation — foxes in cheating, and 
geese in husbandry, manage the estates. Their husiness is 
"to collect obfok," (poll-tax;) Imt they are mastere in the 
art of keeping their absent lords iu good humour, and eatisfy* 
ing their craving foi' more. The noble gentlemen do not see 
the tliumbscrews which are put on the [leasants. But, how 
if these complain ? To whom ? To the master ? Oh I holts 
and bar's dope the door against all complaints ! Those who 
sttrronnd the lord are all m the interest of the 6 toward. 

Eight years ago four serfs came to Petei-sburg to their 
lady of the manor, to beg her to accept a smaller obrok for 
this year, on account of the failure of the crops. They 
complained about the ill treatment of the steward (a State- 
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couusellor, by the way), and one of them exposed his bleeding 
arm, to give an idea of the remainder of his person. And 
the gracious lady ? 

" You beasts, you canaille, you brutes, you won't pay ! 
You want to complain? Who gave you leave to trouble 
nic ? You shall not come again ! " 

The poor fellows were flogged, and dnee that period they 
have not cojno again. 

It is indescribable, and impossible for any one to believe 
who has not seen it, how the landed proprietors, no leee than 
the Crown, are cheated by their stewards. On the other 
hand, instancca are not rare of houGBt men, who have per- 
formed their duties f.uthfully for years on tho estates, having' 
been shamefnlly calumniated by their landlord, merely with 
the disgraceful object of robbing them of their honest savings, 
and cheating them of their dues- I know men who entered 
on situations of this kind in the provinces, poBsessed of decent 
incomes, and who returned to Petersburg in poverty, in order 
to regain the pniperty of w^hicb they lad been forcibly 
stripped, by means of the law I Could they possibly succeed ? 

Well-educated bailiffs have been sent for out of Germany, 
Unless they learned from the Eussians the art of enriching 
themselves by opjircssing the slaves, they found they had 
made a bad bargain, and quitted the ungrateful country. 
Only a& late as 1843, three pupils of an agricultural institu- 
tion on the Rhine, who had been seduced by a Bussian prince 
to his CBtiite, returned home, deceived in their expectations 
founded on the promises they had received. The papers even 
reported this fact. 

To ask whether the Russian serf feels hie position, would be 
to doubt whether he is a man. The apologists of slavery, in 
fact, do nothing else than deny his humanity, when they 
oeaert that the Bussian feels himself satisfied and happy in 
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hiB poaition, and that it is truly enviable. TLese panegyrists 
lihUoBopUtze thufl : " The slave was aware of his posilion 
many centuries ago ; hu saw fiee men, but would not be free 
himself ; he gave a preference to his own condition — a con- 
(litioTi we prefer is a good one, and a svicceseion of such good 
conditions ia pure happiness." Truly that has e, very logical 
Bound indeed 1 

It is, however, certain that the Eussian peasant knowB and 
feels hiH misery, lint it is equally certain that an individual or 
a whole nation may, through lifo-long oppreasion, fall into such 
a state of lulhargy, (hat, even if removed into a belter posi- 
tion, he fetds himself in a strange world, and loots round for 
the accnetomed oppression and cruelty to drive him on. It is 
no wonder, then, if tho native Russinn, as well as the freed 
man, looks round for the list and stick, which he is accus- 
tomed to regard as the propellera of his intiirnal machinery, 

1 have always felt deeply pained when many a worthy man, 
who in raal value oulweig^hed a bushel of Generals and 
Senators, uttered the wish aa timidly as if it were a crime : 
" Ah 1 if I and my family were only free 1 " The rich mer- 
chants in the Melutin Booth at Petersburg, serfs of Count 
Schereineticf, and other ricli and honest men, offered sums 
tipon sums for their libtvrty, altbough the Count — a trump-Ciird 
among thii aoul-holdera — does not oppress his peasants ; but 
they begged and still beg in vain. Would it not be shame' 
fill if an inheritance, consisting of reasoning men, should be 
rendered smaller, and not be handed down to th« cbililren's 
children? Coneeqttently, all remains pleasantly on the old 
system, and the slave is still a happy man ! 

We cannot refuse our fullest sympathy, when we see that 
the poorest man will mafee the utmost exertions to attain the 
object of hia highest wishes — ^liberty 1 and that, too, a very 
wrtitcbed description of liberty, hardly deserving the name. 
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He knowsi, foe instance, that lils master, being in waot of 
tnuney, will hl'11 Lim for five hundred rubles Butico. Tlie poor 
man, Iiowuvlt, does not possess a penny. He thertifure looks 
for Boine one who wunts a ooachruan, servant, or laboucer, 
and binds himself to survc hiiu for five, sis, or more years, 
until he can pay his mastur tliQ stipnlatml sum for hm liberty. 
These years of arrvice he must probably pass in the hoHsc of 
a Tchinovnik, who has Btoleu so much money at his office, 
that he can afford to be brutal, and say, in an off-hand way, 
** I Jiave given my serf-ft'llow such a thrashing to-day that hu 
ia writhing on the ground." The contract is made iii writ- 
ings for thb appointed time. When it is nearly uspIreJ, Lis 
master contrives to accuse him of some crime, aad kicks hiui 
out. Thfl po*:»r ftdlow goes and lays a complaint ? Oh, nu 1 
he knows too well that his complaint must pass through the 
bauds of the police, and they are already bribed against him. 
He seeks another master ; and he is probably treated in the 
Hiime wayi or even worse. Young widows or girls are ofiered 
for from a hundred and fifty to two hundred rubles Banco. I 
let tlie curtain drop. Any one who wishes to pursue the sub- 
ject, can imagine the horrors which must inevitably acconi- 
paiiy such a system. 

In Paul I.'b time, might be read in the Petersburg Gazette, 
for instance, in No. 5G, 1798 — "Any one disposed to buy a 
whole family, or a young lad, or young girl singly, can 
apply to the silk-dyer who lives opposite the Kazan Church. 
The young man's name is Ivan, and he is twenty-une years 
of age — is healthy, strong, and can cnrl ladies' hair. Th« 
girl is very good-looldnf!;, healthy, is calletl Marfa, fifteen 
yoftra of age, and can sew and embroider. They can be in- 
apecteflf and had at a cheap rate. In the same honee, a 
Holstein Btallion is for sale," 

At the present day — Sivy iu 135i — may be fead daily in 
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the advertisiiig columns of the Peteisbnrg Journal — " In tbe 
LouBe, No. 33, on the Nevski Perepectiv, a young girl, skilliid 
in needlework, can he hired. The porter will fumiah parti- 
culars," 

"At No, 38, in the great Million, n coachman and cook 
are for hire. Inquire in the first floov." 

" In the house, No. GO, in the Pea Street, on account of 
sudden departure, a family — conaistiog of a yoting widow, 
two boya, and a girl, is tor sale or hire separatelj. The 
coachman Ivan, in the courtyard, will furnish particulars. 
The same party hiia also for sale two colts, from the Orloff 
paddocks, and a Kolmogorian cow." 

Is thie public announcement at all difleient from that of 
Paul's time ; and if so, in what ? 

And yet we read at home, that the sale of men singly, ia 
now prohibited in Russia ; and that slavery there i& enviable 
rather than oppresaive I In addition to his other haidBhipK., 
I should mention that the unhappy fellow is frequently put 
on the Bcantieat allowance of food. Still he endures and 
labonn? beyond his etrengthj in order to lose the name of Serf*, 
and to close his eyes as a mas. 

The nobles alone possess the privilege of holding souls ; 
but of what ie the greater portion of thia nobility compoBcd ? 
Of widows from the petiBant classeis, married as sjerfs by a general 
or Bome Tchinovnik ; Tehinovniks who, if they had a flail in 
their hands, would be perfect in their nobility, who have 
raised themselves by wealth, relations, protection, or have 
made their fortunes by robbeTy. Generally the owner of 
five or more eouls lets them out — the females at from four 
to five rubles monthly, tlie tnales from ten to twelve, with 
the addition of some wretched clothing. The animal let 
out receives not a penny of the wages. It ie a oiatter 
of perfect indifference to the soul-letter, how and for v/h^i 
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purpose he investe liis living capital. This capital sup- 
[jorta in Pctershurg and Moscow a nniltilude of idlers. The 
hired soul has three descriptioas of tormentors, in ctise he 
is simple enough to complain of ill treatment — the letter- 
outj the hirer, and tlie police. If the serf wishes to 
drown the tlionghts of his mifiery, if he seeks alleviation, 
courage for endurance, an incitement to sensual gratification, 
if he wants to be happy or U> struggle against suffering, ho 
grasps at the bottle. No nation is so devoted to spirits as 
the EuBaian. When the child has been launched from the 
unknown into the known world, the father gets drunk over 
his joy and hie Buffering ; and the mother swallows a dram to 
strengthen her. With the mother's milk, the infant tinbibes 
its future element of pleasure. Buys are treated to spirits by 
grown-up persoiid, that these may be amused hy their tumbles 
and blackguardism. Courtship is effected by means of spirits ; 
if the chosen maid iJrinks of the cup handed to her, she has 
given her asseni. The mai'riage is only properly celebrated, 
when tiie guests lie beneath tiie table, and regain their senses 
in the stall. Every piece of good luck is sprhikleti with 
spirits to render it permanent ; find evei-y miatbrtuue is, by 
the same procepa, buried in Lethe, The most important day 
in the year, the name-day, is conse<;rated at the bar of the 
dram-shop. For what purpose have they toiled the livelong 
year, and saved a few rubles, but for this festival I It is the 
name-day of the Czar, the heir- apparent, the Czarina, and 
m on. The police command the steaming pots of grease to 
he placed on the pavement at night ; and the faithful subject 
carries his tribute to the depdt of the farmers of spirits. 
" Warsaw is taken! children, be merry 1" and the joy bubbles 
up in fountaiua both within and without the dram-shops. 
The church -bed la are ringing — it is Sumlay. First, then, a 
few thousand crosses, and fifter mass a draught in oonfirma- 
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tion of oar fuith, A death? Grief is gaming tho maalery. 
" Brotliera, it will lighten your hearts, take a glass. One 
more, and then another!" The domestic recipe is found 
availing. But tlio sorrow is renewed &t the churchyard. 
" b™ther8 I flisters I Oori will help you I pray come home 1 
grief is injurious ; nothing can be done save as God decrees, 
— drink a dram — that will calm yon 1" 

Snch is the peasant, faithfully drawn frcjm nature— a ripe 
fruit of despotism. Many of the slavfja drink away their 
Bonses through grief at their disgraceful condition. But es- 
ciises can be brought forward for this fearfuS sin on their 
parts. Their masters ludnlge in sensnaliLy from inclination. 
Master and elav^e follow the great highway of custom. Tbe 
propensity to drunkenness might douhtlesa be eradicated in 
the Rnssian nation. As, however, the Government, after 
Alexandci" the Firat'g death, took the spirit monopoly into its 
own handb, and increa.3eB the reveinie by one hundred and 
twenty millions of rublcB through fanning it out^tbiK is a clear 
encouragement to visit the dratn-shop, but in no way likely 
to further the suppression of the vice. The Government itself 
puts the cup to the lips of the toper. Were anything higher 
ofi'ered to the mind of the uation, the Russian people could 
raise itself from its slough as well as any other. The Greeks, 
French, Poles, Tyrolese, Spaniards, did not derive their en- 
tlinsiagm from the buttle. 

But the year IHl'i must not be quoted, in order to place 
the Eussian nation on the same level with others 1 The 
timid peojile lay terrified and dnmb in the forests. When 
the misfortune from Heaven fell heavy on the foe and over- 
whelmed hira, they sprang out of their hiding-places, not to 
demand liberty, but to strip the coi-pses of wli.it the Oossflcks 
had left tljcm, and to take their revenge on wounded and 
helpless men. The words of tho Emperor Alexander, " We 
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tiifee precedence uf the natiouB of Europe, as fii-st in virtue 
nrid liberty," ha«l tlie good intenlion of making tbe best of 
evCTytliirig-, and aronsed the eDtbusinsm of the nation, in tho 
snuie way as, at the present time, the defeats in the Crimta 
are covered hy a cotiscriptioii of tifieen in a tiionsand, and by 
rewards to the BusaiaD generals. 

Bnt does not the slave sing ? docs he unt laug-h ? ia he ex* 
eluded from public rejoicings ? does he not make merry in 
streets and markets? are not the ways open to him, which lead 
to nnlde prjvilegeB ? Do not tJie TcMnovniks, the merchants 
of the first guild, who hiive either been raised immedi- 
ately frum the rank of aerfs, or liberated by their fathers, 
afford suffident proof that a different condition is attainable I 
Very true, indeed j the calf may gambol merrily wbilo the 
filiuighterer is whetting- his knife eloee by. But behind the joy 
which the ttlave is ordered to dieplay, stands the glorification 
of his TuloTB, and the routes which can make him a gentleman 
are calculated on his pocket, and he remains a slave, though 
under anoth«3r form, hie life long- 
Spite of the comiption rooted in Enssia, I do not believe 
that the Kussiars are rendered ntteriy incapable of enjoyiug 
liberty. But I btdieve firmly that slavery is the cause which 
prevents them from becoming virtuous. Men who have not 
let their feeling for liberty be utterly sucked out of them may 
still be found in Russia, It would not be difficult to me to 
point out most distinguished men, whom the ruler of the state 
would lie luiable to find out, because good aense teaches them 
that it is lietter to ap^jear indifferent than to expose them- 
selves to intolerance, and even worse, I know a Rusaian, 
standing high in externa! and internal dignity, who, in his 
itniggle between thia good sense and his innate virtue and 
trae love of his country, once dei^idcd in favour of the latter, 
and discovered within the year how dangerous it is to follow 
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the impulse of integrity wlien it may so easily come into ooJli- 
elon with an army of suispiclous fo*'S. 

Wherever the Russiiin cDiiqiieroi'S found free men, they 
conveited them into eerfs. The Baltic provinct'S possessed 
privilegtB biiBtd on Bacred treaties. One after the other was 
taken away from tliem. AH that the good kings of Sweden 
had done for the weifare of these prnrinces, and further hoped 
to effect, disappeared with the Eiisaian occupsttion. In 1 784, a 
ukase was published in Livonia, according to which the peasatit 
who da.red to make a complaint ag-ainst his master, was to be 
knouted, and sent to Siheria. Is this ukase m any way differ- 
ent from the remark I lately quoted, " How can a jjreneral 
act nnjustly to a cadet ? " Stephen Bathory and Gustavris 
Adolphus did more, centuries ago, for the freedom of tlia 
Ijivoaiatis than ever they have gained under the RiiBsiiU) 
Bceptre The beneiits they can now point to, date fn>m the 
philanthropic Gnstavus, and the really nohle among the 
nobles. What Charles XII. had Legnn for the welfare of his 
nation, perished with the hero. When we remember that 
Peter I. could desecrate the happiest day in his life at Pultaws, 
by the harsh treatment of the Swedish prison ere, and their 
deportation to Siberia, where their descendants may still be 
found, who can wonder that be had no heart for his new snb- 
jeots on the Baltic? 

The love of independence among the Cossacks h his- 
torical, Since Peter's time, every Czar and CKarina have 
exerted themselves to convert the liberal notions of this people 
to Rtiesian eervUity, and to eradicate all that conld reniind the 
races of the Don, the Ural, and the frontiers of the Black 
Kea, that they hatl once been independent. The sons of the 
first families in those countries become acquainted with Eusaian 
liTierty as arljntanta ; and (he Cossack teglmentfi, instead of 
aiding theij- fatherland in Cireassiaj are dispersed over the 
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whole ettipire as hoBtages, to guarantee peace within their own 
homcB. Tbe sons of Tartar priiicea contintie their chivalroue 
exercises in the city of the Czars, and the Georgians augment 
the Impeiial suite in festal proceBsions. 

Kovgxirod, the only free city in Russia, was overthrown hy 
deBjiotism with airocious craelty, heeause the very name of 
liberty was odious in its ears, and Novgorod was Btrcngth- 
ened by mx hundred years of freedom. The most powerful 
city in the north, whose Elrength the Eiiesian expressed by 
the proverb, "Who can fight against God and Novgorod?" 
— the richest emponiim of the Hanse towns ; the entrep6t for 
the hisuries of Europe and Ada ; — was crushed by Russian 
tyranny ; and trade, industry, and republic, were ruined for 
eTer. And by whose orders was this annihilation effected ; 
by whose command were those inhuman barbarities executed ? 
by the Caar, to whom Eussian history ^ves the epithet of 
"the Terrible," Ivan Vassiluvitch — tbe very man of whom 
the Russian historian Karamaln, after he has juat recounted 
the feaiful deeds of this demon of cruelty, saye, " A Vassili 
Va^fiilovitch wafi sent for the salvation of Russia." Look at 
the fall of Novgorod under this Czar and hia people. Sixty 
thousand inhabitants fell a sacrifice to the blade of the tyrant; 
bnt his Hussians accompanied him to the Church of St. Sophia 
to return thanks and rejoice over this annihilation of liberty i 

Look at the peasant in Russia, stretched out on his 
hot stove, who, on waking up, is forced to ponder awhile, 
in consequence of the pestilential eihalations, aa to wbethei- 
he is still asleep or awake. Look at him in hia own house as 
master, selfishly and despotically ordering his wife, hia child, 
and the whole household, and then again crawling to obey the 
econrge which Ib brandiahed over him. Ever a fearful picture 
of man 1 Sunk in the deepest slough of auperatition, unaus^ 
ceptible of sufiering, and impassive to every Joy which has 
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any higber inspiration tlian the eensee, he never makes an 
attempt to rise above hiB humiliation. Look into the biBtory 
of this nation, and we ever find it in the most unheard-of 
state of degradation — a miserable esistenee 1 hut to this miser- 
able existence the czaric soeptre has humiliated Sweden, 
Poland, Coasaoke, and Tatars. 

Has Germany anything to fear ? I do not think so. But 
much to reflect upon. The Eussians can hoant as it is, that 
they h.av6 already received tribute from Germans, for Ivan II. 
demanded it from Bishop Hcnniinn of Dorpat. He assented. 
Again, not a hundred years ago the Russliina removed their 
celebrated temple of Themis to the heart of Germany, The 
Berlin people would sooaei have believed that the sky would 
fall than that a Eussian army could ever pay them a hostile 
vieit. An editor of Spener's A^ews, consequently, wrote an 
article against the Eussian General, Todtlehen, in which he 
openly expressed his feelings. This Eussian commander made 
his appearance in the Pnissian capital with his machines. 
Russian justice sentenced the editor, in the year 1760, to run 
the gauntlet. He saved his back from laceration by humili- 
ating himself and crawling in the dust to l>eg for mercy from 
the Russians. Things are not so much altered at present that 
I can afford to run the same risk. 

Serfdom must be abolished I but why then is this not set 
about at once ? Palliatives never cure any disease. Alex- 
ander I. adhered to the system of giving a sop to Cerberus, 
He fancied the Livonians and Eethoniane so tborouglily ener- 
vated, that they might possibly disorder their digestion by 
taking healthy nonrisliment. He ordered three years of pre- 
paration. During these years, the peasant was to accustom 
Ilia naind to the idea, that he was no longer the property of 
another. Ho was by degrees to realize the inteuBe happiness 
■whicb was beiug prepared for him. But when the time bad 
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elapsed, the poor fellow was as wis« as liefore ; for he knew 
that ivithout a patch of land he could not earn his bread, even 
if pennitted to remove wherever lio pleased, and that> in the 
eud, it would be better for him to remain as he was ; for as 
long as ha was a serf, his master could not drive him away, 
hut now he could give him notice to quit as a free sans 
calotte. 

Further, the peasant was to be enlightened. For this pur- 
pose, village and district schools were founded — and the pea- 
aoata' sons were forbidden to visit the gymnaBia. A ministerial 
rescript explains the reasons as follows ; ** In the gymnasia and 
higher schools, the serfe, whose education from childhood has 
h«€n ufsiially neglected, will only give the boys of higher rank 
an injurious example, and induce many parents to provide 
their children with a home education. And even supposing 
that the sons of peasants were to distingxiish themselves by 
industry and good conduct, what advantage would that afford 
them ? Very soon these young persons, who have become 
iiccu3tomed to a way of life, and mode of thought and feeling, 
above their rank, would find the labours they would have to 
perform, on their return home, insupportable j and experience 
has proved that such persons either fall into a stsite of brood- 
ing melancholy, or give LliemseWes up to extravagances which 
eventually ruin them." 

The instruction in the parochial schools is confined to three 
bran^lies — residing, writing, and tJie mdinients of arithtnetie, 
while the Pope teaches the pupils their religious dnties. In 
winter, the children attend school for four hours a. day; hut 
through the whole summer, there is no enlightenment, no in- 
Btruction in the villages. The higlier schools in the district 
towns teach the Russian language and history, arithmetic, 
geometry, and geography. All that is required to enter the 
gymnasia, is to he able to read and speak Russian ; and an 
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idea of the studies may be formed, when we mention that — for 
instance, at the universitir of Petersburg — the wholii amount 
of Latin tanght is derived from Doring^'a " Introduction to 
Tranalation," and axi attempt to translate Salliiet. I know 
that tlie profeEsor was frequently quite out of patience, and 
advised the soi-distant " students" most seriously to pay more 
attention to the declensions. 

Tlie conspiracy that hroke out on the accession of Nicholas 
to the throne, had a portion of the guard attached to it as blind 
recruits, and in addition a moh of peastintB. How did this 
happen ? Were they recruited in the villages ? No, they 
'were poor devils in wooden shoes and torn sheepskins, who 
were at work on the Isaac's Church, against whose scaffolding 
the main hody of the insurgents was drawn up. 

" Conspiracy! the people and the eoldiers are rebelling!" 
This was told me hy one after the other of tlioae who came 
to visit me on that morning. I believed in n, conspiracy, hut 
not in an uprising of the nation against the head of the empire. 
I have always had faith in the Asiatic reverence entertained 
for a superior by the Eassian, and in this instance I was not 
deceived. I soon convinced myself how matters really stood, 
A mob of peasants, mised up with soldiers, wna rejoicing on 
the Senate Place. From time to time, tchakos, caps, and hats 
fraternized in the air. The inmates of the houses on the side 
of the Senate were standing on the pavement, and looking at 
the goinga-on, wbich no one could understand. They wanted 
something, but what that Bomething waa, no one exactly 
knew. The Senate guard was drawn up, the ofBoer walked 
up and down. 

" What does it mean ?" I asked him. 

" I don't know." 

" What does it mean ?" I turned inquiringly to a peasant, 
who had Just hurled bis cap in the air with a sUoat. 
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"God knows I I don't know, the soldiers won't have the 
Emperor — -they are waiting^ here for Constantlue, who will 
Boon arrive." 

"What are you shouting?" I asked another sheepskin. 

'^ Konsiitusie ! " 

<' What's that?" 

" I don't know — nonsense ; they are playing- with the Bol- 
dlera ; just see how the fools are driving back the horsemen at 
LabanofF's house — -lislen how they laugh." 

" What do the horsemen want?" 

** God knows 1 they often come up to the people and strike 
them on their sheepskinti with the flat of the sabre till it 
TiDgs again. But then others attack the horsemen with 
Btieks, and they run away." 

The spectators satisfied their curiosity by walking^ through 
the mob. I did tlie saioo. I saw, in truth, the sport between 
cuirassiers and peasants. Thoughtlessly did the ble^ed 
Bimplettins sliout the word " Konetitnzie/' when Kiichel- 
becher, one of the conspirators, ran like a madman into the 
Galeercn Strasse, where his nonsense found no responsive 
echo. 

This was the morning aspect of the scene, which, owing to 
the vacillating conduct of the Government, and to its continu- 
ance without serious resistance, became serious in its cha- 
racter, and towards evening had such a sangiiinary conclusion. 
In the judicial sentence, this mob was charged with an inten- 
tion of phindtjring the town, without, however, any proof of 
this being brought forward. But thei'e was much in the 
sentence, which would have been better omitted, had not 
its intention been to imhitter the nation against the culprits, 
and to justify the eleven unnecessary rounds of artillery, and 
their fearful eSect upon an ignorant and innocent mob. A re- 
flecting people, wishing for revenge, would not have cared for 
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tUe few cannon, but havo rushed upon tliem and taken them f 
tbey would not Lave playet], Lat acted. 

The empty Round of "liberty" reaches the ear of thai 
Eussian without being comprehended t An echo requires 
some object to reflect the sound. The Russian knows nothing 
either of constitution or state. " What ifl Konstituzie?"' one 
ehonter asked tbe other on the 14th (26th) December 1925, 
*' Konstituzie — ^that is Constantine's wife 1 " 

The slave now hears iu the Church that God is his father. 
When once the Benefactor of mankind — I'horreur des aota el 
i'idole des sages — diffuses her light over Russia, then thej 
Bussian too will draw the conclusion : " If God is my father, 
I am His son, not His slave. Need I, therefore, concede that 
to a temporal power which is not required from mo hj the| 
Divine?" 

Will this time arrive? Everything' established by force^! 
and not by reason, bears the germ of destruction within 
itself. For a nation never gives up its rights eternally, the 
time comes when it demands them again. In the individual, 
aa in the community, the mind is an elastic spring-. Al- 
though pressed down, it retains the power of resistance, aud 
as soon as the pressure ceases, that power impels it involun- 
tarily to motion. It only requires one insigniQcant signal to 
prodiice tiie eruption of a revolution ; tut the people must 
understand that Bignal. Tell, Mirabeau, were signs and 
sparks which enkindled inflammable matter. 1812 passed 
over the Eussian nation imperceptibly ; and centuries may 
roll on ere a similar signal from without appears again on its 
political horizon.* 

Born in oppressiouj the slave has tost all pleasure in self- 
esertion. Food, sensuality, quarrelling, cause him to grope 

* 1B85 *ai lilt BTs Dnt H) much unlilLP, but thut we suff piedjcate tbo wtne of i 
belli. Ha)' Diir nut^ot'ft rcmack* bt now proTftd irue !~IV. 
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blindly through his beggar life. Below him he sees no 
reasoning animal ; but above him a long chain of superior 
beings, and his idea of justice melts away into whatever 
resembles an authority. His enjoyments are like dancing on 
stilts. But when the spring sun once shatters the coat of ice 
lying over Bussia, then no barrier will restrain the menacing 
waves. The time will come ; but till then, there will be 
plenty of Dyke-masters, and not one of them has ever turned 
the key which opens the sluices. But. be assured, the time 
will come I 
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CHA?TEE V. 



rETBUO AHb FKITATE lOFE. 

^utiUo (knuiMTnoTits in Petersbuif— The pramenijje— ?repnni.UcnM for thft ft«tit«I — l^a 
EiiifaMr^r«tertuff— l>"igeM of the road — The islnoil nf Teldgfn^A e#ti«rBl h«lt- 
(lay.~Dj<tLDcdijD betveen fciTtlgnen and n&tLTO — The Uluniiiiiiticine — Tbeexblbi- 
tlon of bridea — Gliaica of \ wife — CourUof cuakiinii — tkfora iind aJtor^Soireei — 
The trade™ of the flwt gaiM^CommeTaifll enL«rr>rlie — TgnoraiMW of the tnul?ra — 
BductkCii>il of elorlca— ^I'njpeliiiE)' to cheat — Fnrcifld llbBT»lity— Purs^plflile — Mode 
cf llfo ftjoong the trajlera — IrTsll^ioD of the nfficlols — IT.! tTentineDt of serfs — Protie- 
neai to intoiioatiim^The OertDAM c1«ui!tit — Th* higher bobility — TbrlTTitnlty — 
Lujcuiry and o^UiataUQii — Oharitablo ipsiituUops— ^ChuncleT of the officer? — 0<mrt- 
fo8l» BiUi thtlr n[ipoliniiieiit — Ignonwca oi tho cuoatry gentry — 111 tre&tmunt nf 
totois — I>efttli of Caaai A)iriLiiil. 



It is the first of May. A magnificent morning. The air 
pnre; the sky cloudless. Gardens and fields are covered 
ipith a snow-white mass of blosaoms. The nightingale is re- 
joicing in the bright green woods. He sings a love-song to 
his brooding mate. Listen how tlio chorus rises jubiltvut 
from the meadow, ever higher and higher ! Even the fish 
cannot remain in the wftter ; they bound above the earface. 
I am fioul-glfld when gazing on the regeneration of nature. 
Crown me with flowers, and let the fairest of earth's daugh- 
ters seat herself by my side I 

But do you fancy, dear reader, I conld thus speak and sins' 
in Petersburg ? Alas 1 I was dreaming of the valley of 
roses, and the maids of Caslimere I 

In the city of the Czar tilings look very different on the 
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let — that ia, the 13lh May (F.S.) In the almanac, spring 
has indeed long commenced; but the double windows still 
protect ys against its freshening breezes. The fire crackles in 
the $tcive. The sky is grsiy, and pours down snow and rain. No 
matter I this is the Kussjan first of May, and by it we Feteris- 
Irtirg cosmopolitans understand the great Oidanic (promenade) 
at, Katharinenhoff, A person must be aEussian by birth to feel 
the perfect enjoyment of a promenade pervade his whole frame, 
aa Boon even as the word is uttered. The stranger connects 
witb the idea of an excursion a recruiting of health, an enjoy- 
ment of nature, a deaire to be away from the buza of tile city. 
Now, the idea of a Qulanie rejects all these conditions. 

But let 113 take part in one. 

To-day, then, we will go to Katharinenhoff. It would be a 
sign of excessively bad taste not to go, on the let of May, to 
the place where once the metamorjilioeed maid of Marienharg 
wandered in gardens, which are now least frequented at the 
season of flowers and fruit. Spite of rain and snow, then, 
the promenade takes place. Attention I the State-councillor 
X. has just summoned hja coachman, 

"■ Ijisten, Petrnshka, what do you want to-(Iay ? We are 
going to drive to Katharinenhoff." 

" I want boots worst of all ; one of them has no sole, and 
my big too sticks out of the other." 

'* Well, go to the booths, and get a pair of new boots, 
do you hear?" 

'* I hear." 

•' Have you got a new caflan ?" 

" I have." 

" Then put it on, and your new red ehirt, do you hear ?" 

" I hear, Alexander Michaelitsh ; but the tailor said, if I 
didn't take him the money, he'd insult me publicly, if I sat 
on the box in my new clothes." 
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'* Ah, you fool ! all the better I let him abuae, then leTl 
get nothing at all. But tell him I'll pjiy everybody to- 
morrow ; he must come at eleven o'clock, when I shall be 
up, — ^tlo you hear?" 

" r hear." 

*' What else do you want ? you've a hat?" 

" I have, but a bad oae," 

** Well, get a new one from the shop, do you hear?" 

" I hear." 

" The mistress will give you a rose off one of her old 
netB— stick that on it, do you hear ?" 

" I hear." 

'* Did you go to Philipp Adamitsh for the new hamees ? 

" I did ; the harness is ready, and very handsome ; hut he 
Bays I must take him the money first." 

" Ah, the fool ! have you told him I would pay to-morrow 

" Alexander Michaelitahj I did tell hioij but he did' 
believe me." 

" Ah, you reprobate ! how stupid you are I Then go to 
another shop, do you hear?" 

" I hear." 

'^ Has the groom everything in order ?" 

•' He wants all I want," 

*' Well, take him with yoii to the shope, and buy him aJl 
he requh-es. Gret everything ready, we start at three o*cl 
do you hear?" 

"I hear; but in such weather?" 

" Ah, you fool ! you fancy it will snow the whole day. 
off! Well, what are yon stopping for ?" 

" I want money, Alexander Michaeliteh ! " 

" Money, money ! ah, you fool I say I'll pay eveiythj 
to-morrow." 

" They won't believe it" 
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" Gtet outj you rascal 1 That's not your bueinesa. Tell 
them all they'll have their nioaey to-moriow. This is pro- 
menade-daj' j I've uo time to tease myself about such triflee. 
Lisiten, Petrushkaf the Emperor and Empress will be there, 
so see that you drive close lieliind thtm — then the tailor can't 
abuse you, — will you ?" 

" I will." 

At ten o'clock, the weather begins to break. The poHee 
give notice in eiU the bouses, tbat there will be a promenade 
thia day at Kathariuenhoff— the Emperor and Empress will 
drive out there, and the public are requested to make their 
appearance. In the aftemoon, everybody is on his legs. 
What driving and ridings there is t AH are in holiday garb, 
and what a mass of pilgrims on foot I The ladies hold up 
their silk dresses, and wade through thick and thin, to revel 
in the pleasurcB of May. It is a regular parade of ankles I 
Ab, how delightful ! a double-iiedge of spectators on the road- 
Ofia I What do we care for the charms of nature I We do 
not want foliago and verdure in May. Kosea, corn-flowers, 
tiger-liliee, huge busheB of elder on the bonnets, proclaim 
apring, as appointed by the milliners. 

How the police puff and blow I the exquisite enjoyment is 
atwut to begin. An officer of police bounds along the road ; 
gendannes ride up and down. There, a policemau is already 
knocking off a hat — silcnco I 

A splendid britaka apijears. English appointments, Eng- 
lish liveries 1 Tiac Emperor hnuself drives the Empress. 

Hurrah, hurrah 1 

" HhHo, hallo t " the policcmau cries between whiles. 

"Hurnih, hurr.i-a-a*a-a-ah !" 

How it re-echoes I The escort of white and black plumes, 
the wJjole system of superior planets and satellites, curvets, 
not round the sun, but behind it. And now eomea the bound- 
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IcBB gucceBsion of brilliant and not brilliant, paid for and owed 
for, equipages, like the comot'a Uiil behind the nticletis, 

It IB beginnin* to rain. Let us wait a while ; tlie proces- 
sion is returning. 

" Hurrah, kurrab I" 

"Halbl londerl" 

" Hntrab, liurra-a-a-a-a*ali I" 

The last carriages pass, and we follow them home. 

Was that the tst of May ? Magnanirnons KuBsians, for^ve 
a stranger the simple question I — what idea can a ploughnoan 
form of a lobster salad ? But the most solemn promenade we 
townsfolk hare, is on the let July. No day Ju the year is 
kept more brilliantly than the name-day of th« Empress. 
The court displays lis splendour at PeterhofiF. The metropolis 
wanders oqt thither. Steamers and boats cover the gulf; car- 
ria^a and pedeBtriaji^ fill tho long highway of sixteen miles. 

The festival cooaists of three acts. In the forenoon, the 
moimting of the guard ; in the afternoon, tho lounge in the 
garden ; and in the palace, a ball. At nine o'clock, the cur- 
tain rises for the third time. A rocket is dischargud, and 
giv&e the signal for the commencement of tlie illuminationa. 
Thousands of sailors climb up the polos which support mil- 
lions of glass lamps. One breaks a \eg here, another laments 
over a broken arm there — mere trifles ! In ten minnteB, the 
immoase Dutch garden is a body of flame. The mob pours 
throagh the alleya j masters and serfs in a mingled mass. 
At various spots, the bands of the guards make noisy muaic. 
Lamps break, and drop the melted fat on the clothes. The 
greasy steam floats like & cloud among the trees. The cal' 
minating point of the festivity k, when the Imperial family 
and suite drive through the garden in a long procession. I 
confess, however, there is eomething magical in this ilhimi- 
nation, owing to tiie dazzling prismatic hues reflected by a 
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mimbeT of fountains and cascades. The stranger who happens 
to be in Petersburg at this period, ought not to omit the sight. 
Seen twice, it grows tedioua, and fiirther repetitions tender 
the pleasure so poor, that I am unahle to write any detailed 
account of it. One and the same thing, over and over again, 
without the slightest change, can only weary in the long-run. 

The day costs the Emperor three hundred thousand rubles, 
and every family a considerable sum. They are fortunate if 
they have not some accidt;nt to lameut into the bajgain. On 
every return of this festival, human lives are sacrificed ; twice 
have they been sacrificed fay hundreds, at a great display of 
fireworks in the reign of Alexander I., owing to a number of 
korees being startled, and again in the great storm several 
years ago. 

Another promenade is to the Island of Telagin. The Im- 
perial family will be there to-day — the police have announced 
it, We will go ; for why should we remain alone in the 
city ? There is sure to be a crush ; for ail the masters have 
been prohibited by the police from allowing their journeymen 
and apprentices to work to-day. Business is settled earlier than 
usual. To-day a bill cannot be presented, a prisoner tried, or 
executiona put in — in short, the most important business is 
neglected — for ministers, presidents, notaries, clerks — all are 
at the promenade. Magic word 1 The houeeg are empty, the 
porters, the sick, the old men and wouien, arc the watchmen* 
By way of compensation, they will drink a few glasses extra, 
because it is the promenade, and there will be plenty of 
robberies. 

What rattling and shaking! carriage on carriage; the 
city is one cloud of dust. From the Yemskoi — a quarter 
chiefly occupied by peasants and carriers — come peasant carts, 
huge troughs mounted on four wheels. Five or sit girls and 
tvomea sit in each — the village beaux hold fast lo the sideBf 
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their legs banging out. A lean horse has to g'allop along 
with the load, urged on by a, constant sucoeasion of blows. 
Whither away ? To Yelagia I 

Tbe peasant of rather higher rank comes iQ a drosfey. 
He deals in currant cakes, gingerbread, hard-boiled jieas, &c. 
On hia lap he holds his spouse, and passes an arm round her 
»ia«eive waist, to keep lier from falling' off. She has ex- 
panded ft magnificent parasol, and tucked up her silk dresa 
around her to keep it from creasing. The back of the coach- 
man leans ag^ainat her ; and she holds on tightly by hia belt. 

This day many people will lose their lives or be crippled j 
but then it is the promenade I Vehicles and boats are not to be 
had for loTe or money; we will therefore go on foot. The long- 
bearded tradesman before us gives his arm to his better-balf, 
who rustles in Bilk, her head wrapped in a silk handkerchief. 
Before their parents walk the daughters, dressed in the latest 
Parisian fasliion, looking like dolls moved by clock-work. 
Mouth, arms, eyes, were all placed in their proper position at 
home ; they remain motionless. Farmers, cobblers, tailors, 
saddlers, &c., have purchased into the merchants' gnilds. So 
behind the family march the apprentices w^ith brightly 
polished tea-nms, kettles, edibles. Mob upon rnoh I the 
furtkcr we go the more closely are they all packed ; for they 
are streaming to one point from tvery quarter of the city. 

But the procession marches forward so silently— not a 
sound is to be heard 1 Are we attending a funeral ? It is 
not proper to converse in the streets — police are stationed 
everywhere ; and spies march in detaclimenta through the 
mob. Yet some ladies and gentlemen, have just flown past 
us; they were talking loudly and laughing. Those were 
foreigners. A Rnasjan does not forget himself so easily. 
When the French and (lermana have been here but a short 
time, they are distinguished by this nahiral manner of theirs. 
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Bat wben they hare rmce got into the clutches of the police, 
they too grow more cautious. 

In such a Btrangely mixed procession, foreignera and 
natives are like two opposite elementSj shaken together hut 
nerer coromingKng. It is easy to distingnJBh between them. 
The army wearing caftans and long dark-hlue coats reaching 
to their ankles, smd smelling of onions and Eussian hides, is 
Muscovite. The legion of green ftmetiouariea with a scent 
of mnsk about it, is MuscoYite also, while any one who walks 
ahout in a tail-coat or short surtout, and is Bcentless, is sure 
to ho a foreigner. 

The long road over the shaking' Swiss bridges, and the 
irregular wooden pavement, through streets of wretched 
houses, is truly not very delightful. At last we arc at 
Krestoffiiki — the inng of Petersburg. Quick ! a bencli to rest 
our wearied limbs. AH are occtipietl. We therefore proceed 
with solemn silence, and slowly^ round a email green with a 
few hushes and birchee. A magnificent orchestra I four mu- 
sic iane are seated in a boarded alcove, playing the Chctsse 
de Henri Quatre, varied by Etis&ian tunes. We cannot go 
into the coffee-house, for the smell of leather and ninsk is un- 
endurable — so we lounge on, therefore, towards Tel agin, on 
both ffldes of the road fire and morass. On the road wc have 
the treat of seeing a rope-dancer and his two children, whose 
Umhs the old sinner has dislocated. 

Well, here we are in Yelagin, with its pretty summer 
chateau. In the grass-plots walks are made, winding thtongh 
willow bushes and birches to stagnant pools. The well- 
dressed company march about in couples, perfectly silent. 
At various spots the bands of the guards are playing before 
the chateau — we see an ocean of heads, with their eyes fixed 
on the windows. What causes this catalepsy? They are 
awaiting the tnoment when a scion of the Imperial family 
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will walk to a window, or past i(. And tbeti ? My good 
reader, you ask very strange questions ! Then, the object of 
the prometiade ia attained. Ton are not a good Christian, if 
you can fonn a higher wish. Any one who oan boast to- 
morrow that he saw to-day how this or thatineraher of the 
royal familj was dressed, with whom he spoke, and how he 
moved, ^ — that man is a patriot, and a connoisseur as to tnie 
pkaBure. For a whole week Yelagiti will form the subjec: 
of conversation in polite and impolite circles. 

There is no room on the few benches — tli© grass is wet' 
Shall we go home ? No, The police have announced that 
the public mnst stop. When it grows dark, magnificent firi 
works will be displayed on the water, and the Imperial famil 
will make their appearance in public. Midnight soon anives. 
The banks of a little arm of the Neva are studded with silent 
groups of human beingf?. On the water is a boat, containing 
the magnificent fireworks. The police arrange the ranks, and 
thmst the mob aside. The Emperor is coming I a gentle 
murniTir passes through the mob. You are well squeezed, but 
must yield to your fate — it is impossible to work yonr way out 
Women and children shriek for help. " Silence I" order th 
police, " the Emperor is coming I " All stand on tiptoe 
is HE- He has passed hurriedly. A long procession of plnmeS,' 
stars, and aigtiillons. The rockets fly upwards. A Catha- 
rine wheel whizzes. A great A. and N. glisten. A few flower- 
pots and Eoman candles startle the horses on the road, 
few moro crackers, and the magnificent fireworks are over I 

The stream of human beings pours homewards. On the 
toad we hear of accidents to carriages. A boat full of persons 
upset, all on board drowned. " Borne one has stolen my 
watch I" "I have lost my pocket-book!" '* My wife has 
had her shawl dragged from her back!" "Fearful fatigne, 
— hunger and thirst 1" Not a boat, not a droskj to be bad I 
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The way moat be retraced on foot I That was the promenade. 
Fortunate the man who has quite exhausted its pleasure h 1 
All the names printed in lurge capitals in the EuRsian almft- 
naca afibrd ocoaeion for enjoyments of the same nature. Any 
one unavoidably kept at home, or too unpatriotic to ha pre- 
sent at a promenade, enjoys at least the pleasure of the illu- 
mination of the city. It does not consist io illuminating the 
windows, but in the dx dishes of fet which are ordered to he 
placed on the pavement before every honse, with directions 
as to whether the pana should he filled once, twice, or thrica 
in the evening. The police-command, however, is only obeyed 
in the vicinity of the Winter Palace; the more distant parts 
of the city remain dark. To make up for that, the papers 
announce on the following morning, that " the metroplis was 
most brilliantly illuminated as an ospreBsiou of the universal 
love and joy." 

On Whit-Monday, and the following Sunday, there is also 
a great promenade in the Bummer Garden, namely, the exhi- 
bition of brides. The Russian tradesmen, on these days, ex- 
pose their marriageable daughters in order to marry them, 
or, ag they term it, to give them away. Under the lime- 
trees of tho principal AllSe, are two long rows of gaily dressed 
girls paclied closely together like the pipes of an organ. Be- 
hind each stands the match-maker, and in the third row the 
mothers and other female relatives. Through this double 
row, the spectators and the wife- seeking Eussians sJowly walk. 
The latter notice any face that pleases them, and the matcL- 
maker belonging to it. The exhibition lasts till a late hour. 

On thi following day the suitor sends for the match-maker 
whom he had noticed. He esamines her as to the position of 
the family of the girl he has selected, and enumerates his 
essential requirements, the sine guibus non, generally referring 
to the sum of money which the bride is to bring with her. 
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The match-raater then goes to the competent authorities, that 
is, not to tho girl, but to her father- They exchange pre- 
limiuarieB. The p<ipa etates how ]arge the dowry is, and in 
■what it consists. This the match-maker reports, and if the 
goods snit the taste of the purchaeer, the bargain is aa good 
as definitively concluded. It is generally in the evening that 
the match-maker commences negotiations, in the private circle 
of the bride's fiimily. Coffee, tea, chocolate, pastry, wine, 
brandy are served up. Father, mother, and the other mem- 
bers of the family take pait in the sale : the bride, the object 
of purchase, is alone absent. The match-maker walks in with 
a moBt important air. She makes the offer for the hand of 
the daughter from such and sach a one — an unknown person, 
it is true, but inquiiieB have already been quietly made as to 
hie trade and to bis circunistiinces- 

The father loudly and diBtinctly assents, while the mother 
cries, according to etiquette. Tlie daughter is now fiummoned. 
Without the slightest emotion she walks in. The father 
says to her — 

" Maria, I htive given you away." 



"To whom, father?" 



Have yon ever seen 



" To Ivan Ivanitsh ShtshitBerianoff, 
him?" 

" No, ftitber, but I have heard he's Hfh." 

" Yes, Maschinka, he is rich ; his father has three stonC' 
houses and a booth ; he deiils in flour, groats, and butter. The 
son often goes to Moscow and Wischnei to make purchases. 
Won't the time seem wearisome to you?" 

" Not at all, father ; what is to be done ?" 

" Is all ready ? " 

'* Yes, father, t am ready, and my dowry too." 

Til lis, then, all is settled. There is no impediment. 

A few eyeumge later the bridegroom comes with his parents 
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They are expected and amLOunced with tlie greatcBt Bolenmity, 
On all sideH tremeodotis bowing. 

" That is thy bridegroom, Maria. I" the father stiys to the 
daugfhter. 

ilaria makes a courteay, and Ivan Ivanitsh nods his head. 

"Are you satisfied, Maria MLchaelovna?" he asks her. 

** Yes ! " she answers. " Father has told me all about it." 

He now hands her a present — some ornament, a cross, a 
rhag, ear-rings, or something of that sort, taking care at the 
same time to state its value. 

" Thank him, Mivschinka," says the mother, " now thou 
canst kiss him." 

And they kiss each other. Bad not like the coarse Ger- 
mans or French, arm linked in arm, heart to heart, and month 
to mouth — 'not lovingly in secret, without the knowledge of 
papa and mamma ; but coram publico once, twice, thrice, with 
projecting lips, and hanging arms, at a respectable distance, and 
they remain their whole life long two hearts and two minds. 

After this come goocral congratulations on the mutual re- 
lationship. They converse about the weather, a promenade, 
and the preliminary articles relating to the wedding. No 
Russian was ever yet simple enough to ask his bride. Do yon 
love tne? — that is fi matter of indifference. The Kussjians 
calculate love by rubles, — the more of the latter, the more 
ardent the former. 

After this £rst acquaintance and settlement of afTairB, the 
betrothal is appointed for the next Sunday, and the happy 
event made known to the world. In the evening after the 
betrothal there is a bop, for it is impossible to call Russian 
balls dancing. From this time forth, a room in the bride's 
house, with a table lad^n with fruits, sweetmeats, Madeira, 
and brandy, is always kept open for the oongratulators j and 
every evening, until a few days before the marriage, there is 
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hopping, card'playing, eating, and drinking ; bride and bi 
groom seenung only to think of thoir steps. There is nt* real 
amusement. This monotony, this martyrdom, frequently lasts 
from four tjo six weeks without interruption. 

The marriage takes place in the evening in the brilliantly 
lig'hted church. From thence the lady drivea to her future 
home. Two children have become taan and wife* he is 
about eighteen or twenty, she from fii'teen to eighteen. We 
cannot expect domestic virtues in her. She does not even 
know what houBehold economics are. For her there are no 
busineSH cares. The young wife never learns the manage' 
ment of her household, for she lives with her husband at the 
house of hiH parenta, and ia in everything subject to her 
mother-in-law. She sleeps in the moruuig till she is sum- 
moned to breakfast ; her husband haa gouQ to bis shop for 
the whole of the day ; she sits in her room alone. If she 
linderBtanda the use of her needle, so much the better ; if not, 
she folds her hands in her lap. The motber-in-law feeds her ; 
her occupation is to do nothingj and so she spends the day. 
Ivan Ivantsoh joins her in the evening ; ebows her on the 
oounting-board his incomings and outgoings for the day, and 
within a fortnight he grows tired of her. But he is now a 
married man, and as such is received into the band of jolly 
topers. He haa a rich wife ; he must let himself be seen. 
He soon comes staggering home I 

Sach are the blesEinga of matrimony among the Ruseiana, 
and such the alBance of hearts. It happens at times that 
three married sons live together in their parents' bouse. 
Parties are formed ; there is no harmony among them. la- 
trigues are carried un with the mother-iii-law, who has 
authority over house, yard, kitchen, cellar, chest, table, man 
and maid servant, and cattle, and she selects one daughter, 
who domineers over the others. What fruit Buch a eocial life 
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pTtjduces J "whai crimes, either fiecrct or public, tate place in 
a family circle of tills description, may be easily imagined. 1 
knew a honHehold of high repute thua composed of hetero- 
geneous parts, where two brothers formed an illicit connexiou 
with the wife of the third. This was ia Moscow ; but the 
metropolis ia rich in cases of the same nature. There ia 
tiothitig more dead, insipid, and miserable, than the family 
life of the higher class of EussiaiiB. 

The house- father, who has grown up in the most utter 
ignorance, has, by money or marriage, or in some other 
fashion, entered on a vocation — generally trade. This trade 
oectipies his entire mind. His thoughts, his conversation, are 
about calculations. Walk behind Russians in the street, and 
you may bet a tbouaand to one that they are talking^ of rubles. 
When his day's work is ended he goea back to hie room, fixes 
his thoughts exclusively on the calculating machine, eat», 
drinks, gets muzzy, and sleeps till the next morning. Wife 
and children arc only honoured with his conversation when 
be wants anything. The almanacs and a, few books of prayer 
form the library of a rich family. The Tchinovniks, instead 
of prayer-books, have romances from the circulating library. 

RuBsian parties are a perfect tnartyrdom to a foreigner. 
The larger tradesmen ape soirees too. Mutual visits are paid. 
The ladies sit in silence round tho walls ; not a mouth ifl 
opened. They amuse thcmsolves with sitting, or at the most, 
walk once or twice through the room. If a daughter has had 
music enough drummed into her to be able to play a melan- 
choly w<iltz, the piano is surrounded, and the artiste overbur- 
dened with every possible compliment. The men drink in 
the meanwhile, and quarrel over the card-table^ The father 
gets up, wipes his beard, for he has emptied hia last glass. 
The families form into separate parties ; courteaies and bows^ 
" It has been a delightful evening ; we have been eicessively 
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amuaecl 1 Matve Steptintch and ProskoTia Gabvrinovla, wo 
tTiank you for the great pleasure ycfU have given us. Pleaeant 
dreams till we meet again 1" 

In order to have a connecting link Tietween noble and 
slave, tlie Government has exerted itself^ more especiaJly 
lately, iu creating a middle class. It was sometbing like Peter 
the First's idea of converting rough Asiatics into civilized 
Europeans — by shaving off their beards. Russia is still so 
ignorant of ciliaen^life that she deceives herself into fancying 
that tluj inhabitants of her cities really form a middle clasB. 
We will not refer to the dotneatics and artisans — sprung from 
serfdonj, but now eEnancipRted j who, by payin» a heavy tax, 
have received the name of citizens — ^we will rather examine 
more cloEiely this oatensiblo middle class in society, by which 
I mean tbo large cUbs of Russian tradesmen ; and ia order 
further to particularize, let ua ecdect the first gnild. 

But we must not attach the general idea we form of 
'Hraders" to the Russians. In the three guilds throngh the 
entire empire there is not a single merehant to he found, but 
only Jew hucksters ; for Peter I. was quite right in calling the 
Eussians a nation of Jews. The Jew of the first guild, then, 
who pays thousands for the privilege of importing goods direct 
from abroad, cannot employ bis acquired privilege imme- 
diately. A foreign letter or bill of lading is to him a page 
of hieroglyphics. He can scarcely scrawl his name in Eusaian ] 
how could he be expected to write a letter to a correspondent 
in a foreign language ? 

He has his own method, however, of obtaining goods. He 
gives to a Grcrman broker a list of the wares he thinks he 
requires, and troubles himself no further in the matter. For 
his business with the custom-house he has another German 
agent. Without having stirred or written a, line, merchandise 
from London, Hamburg, &c., is stored in his warehouse. He 
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looks only at tbo aiaount be lias to pay, or applies to some otie 
who explains the matter to him, and calcdfltes the foreign 
money in Rnssian currency. Hundreds of invoices and hills 
of ladmg' passed through my hands, frequently causing me 
amazement at the impudence with which RuEaian ignorance 
was puhiicly cheated. There are many small German brokers 
ia Petersburg' who attach themselves to the Russian mer- 
chants ; perBons who have laid aside all shame of detection in 
ebeatin^. They are tliemselvee utterly ignorant— even in- 
eapahk of writing a letter in their own language correctly ; 
and the Rusaians know it, but neoeesity compels them to allow 
themselves to be cheated. 

Usually anything required ia bought at the exchange. The 
purchased goods arc then re-sold ; and this is called doing 
busincBB, being a merchant, &o. Some arc even bolder, and 
call thcmselvea bankenu. Those who have no shops, who 
keep a siigar-hatery or other business, and sell wholesale, 
from twenty pounds upwards, say, " We are no ishopkeeperf5, we 
have our offices." Their ignorant eons and relations are called 
bookkeepers, cashiers, &c., and neither master nor subordinate 
has ever seen a ledger ur day-book, and tinderBtauds still 
less about keeping accounts. A few years back, the Govern- 
ment tried to do away with this ignorance, by having a very 
eimpio pattern of a k'dger drawn up and published. 

Tou might boldly bet a million to one, that througli the 
whole of Russia, not a imtive merchant or clerk could be found, 
even superficially acquainted with mercantile correspondence 
and calculations — I will not say convei-sant with such subjects 
— for even their letters in their own langunge are full of errors. 

Petersburg has for some time posscased its Peter's School 
and the Commercial School, where the first Euseian mercliants 
Bend their sons for instruction and education. Have not these 
inatitutionfi produced BOine benefit to the mercanlile class? 
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Tiie section of my work relating to ecliools, will fiirnieli a suffi- 
cient reply to this question, I may retnark here, however, 
that any one who looks Rnssiati edticatjonal establiBhinents in 
the face, cannot help noticing that their principal feature is 
" boasting." 

Is kuow!ei3gB of bueiacss detnanded in a clerk ? In what 
does his education consist ? A merchant has a peasant lad 
sent him from his village. For the first few years, he takes 
him into his house to clean hoots and to lvait. Then he is 
removed to the shop, to open the door for cnatomers, as they 
pass in and ont. Finally, he must notice how things are 
measured, and how the cheating ig done without detection; 
and then the yard-measure is put in his hand. He is now 
called a clerk. The merchant is finished. Cheating he has 
acquired from his chief and fellow-labouTere. In a few years, 
he hau succeeded in robbing hi.<? master of a safficient sum to 
estahlish himself. He goes on Whit'Monday to the Summer 
Garden, seeks a doll with a dowry, and the merchant of the 
first guild soon driveH in his own carriage 1 

Are there many merchants in Petersburg and Moscow, who 
have not gone through this career ? are there many among 
them who can say, with a clear conscience, that their fortune 
was honestly earned ? I only ask. 

There is sncli cheating in Eussian trade, that the Bussiana 
do not place the slightest confidence in each other, and will 
receive from a foreign merchant's house on good faith, what 
frora a Russian they would thoroughly examine, and no doubt 
discover some deception in. Honesty in trade is perfectly 
unknown to the Eussian ; if be cannot cheat, he does not 
consider himself a trader. In trading transactions with the 
Western Europeans^ with the Turkg, Persians, and frontier 
Chinese, unsuccessfal speculations and stagnation in trade 
have frequently arisen from the same cause. 
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In 1843, an article appeared in the Journal de Petershurff, 
in which the Russian merchants were infyrraed by the Govern- 
ment of the disgrace their dishonesty brouglitnpon commerce, 
and asetired that credit conld only be created by an opposite 
course. When a Government hjul to issue snch warnings eo 
late as 1843, with what confidence can other countrieB enter 
into commercial relations with these merchants ? 

It may be objected, that Enssian mereatitile houses obtain 
goods direct from London, and have opened a credit with 
houses there. In the first place, there are only two or three 
such hoiiges, and they do not correspond immediately with 
London, but place their affairs there in the hands of a Eua- 
sian relative or agent, who again obtains the goods through, 
an English house. Is this son or agent a man thoroughly ac- 
quainted with huslEcss transact) on a? is he not the mere Rus- 
sian clerk ? or am I now talking without thorough acquaintance 
with the class? Does not the huckster remain the same, 
whether the son or clerk buys at the Petc?raburg Eschange, or 
through an English mercantile house in London ? Does he 
change at all, because the purchases are made nearer the foun- 
tain-head ? When the Hnssian millionaire boasts, " My son or 
agent in London has brought me in this year four or live 
thousand rubles more profit than if I had bought at our Ex- 
change ; " and he is asked, " What did your son cost you 
there ?" be will reply quietly — 

" A little more than f 420." 

" And you. do not take that into account ?" 

" How can I do so — ho is my son I" 

I could quote thousands of equally sensible speeches and 
mercantile calculations, if I liked to go into details. As re- 
gards the credit opened in London^ tho house tbero has made 
every inquiry from ita correspondent in Petersburg, how far 
it can give credit ] and the remittances never amount to 
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large Bxims, nor ie the credit granted for any length of] 
time. 

Fo Eosfikti merchant helps hia brother whea unfortunate. 
One bankruptcy entails another. If a RufieiaTi grows tired 
before he has made a fortnne, he declares hiiiQHelf banknipt. 
Police and other honest friends come to his aid, so that things 
must be very clnmsily managed, if he does not make a for- 
tune hy this stroke of genius. N'umerous instances have 
proved thiB. Bankrupt traders usually manage to gain, & 
good appointment. They either try to purchase & situation, 
in the factory department or elsewhere, or they are elected 
by the Eussian guild as brokers, I asked many persons 
whether it was not a public scandal to appoint such notorioaa 
swindlers as tigents in mercantile affitirs ; and I received 
from all the reply, " We Itnow very well that Wasil Ivantscli 
is a great rogue j but these are the very persons we want, 
for they know all the ins and outa, without which it is im 
pOBsihle to get on in trade." 

I have hitherto referred only to the most respectable clasa; 
of the Eussian traders. The other tradespeople, partly in 
Gostinoidvor, but principally those in Schtschukindvor, have 
ever been branded in public opinion as thorough-paced 
Bcouiidrela, The police, who have the inspection of this 
countless mass of booths, hold the finest sineeurea in the 
empire. A tradesman in Gostinoidvor was bankriipt Severn! 
years back. The police publicly sealed up his well-crammed 
warehouse. The next night the policeman came with the 
bankrupt and his assistants, removed the Beak, let them 
carry off all they liked, and then sealed up again. And 
though everybody knew it, no one dared to speak of it ; for 
they feared tliat the case of others to-day might be theirs 
to-morrow. And aa to the pohce, they are pretty sure of their 
groond, or they would never dare half they now do. 
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Any one who euteis the Guild of Trades enrictee himeelf 
by swindling'. What a Bet of scoundrels ihe brokers are I 
People who cannot get on in their trade turn brokers, call 
themselves luerchaute, find have a splendid establishment in 
a short time. Even if a man ouly dealt in pig's bristles, he 
would be sure to get an income of firon^ fifteen to twenty 
thoti&and. rubles out of it. Ought not the brokers to form the 
pillars of Kussian credit? But does the Eugsian guild care 
for the maiutemince of credit and honour ? And what doea 
the Government du in this respect ? A few years back, one of 
the first English establishments in Petersburg, which circu- 
lated about ten million rubles on the Eschange, on its hynour 
being assatkd, closed ita accounts and left Russia ; but this 
the Russian dares not do. How, indeed, can there he a 
tbought of honour in a class which knows no other honout 
than a full chest ? I went one week-day to a Russian trader; 
mfe and cbildren I found in their Sunday best } himself in 
nniforiD, 

" Is it a birthday of one of your family ?" 

"No ; we are expecting a visitor." 

My business was settled in a few words. I was begged to 
stop, 1 expected that an Excellency at least was going to 
call. He is come I tho apprentice announced. Tbey drew 
up in rank and file. The door was opened. A peasant 
walked in. All bowed reverentially, large and small children 
kissed his hand. " Who is that?" I whispered to one of the 
eons. "A mnnufacturcr from Jaroslav ; be is very rich I" 
I did not require to hear more. The Eussian knows nothing 
better — nothing more sacred than money. No method to 
obtain it ia immoral, if it can be employed withont detec- 
tion. To save money is the purpose of his life. 

A natural consequence is the dirtiest avarice which besata 
everybody. If any man affects liberality, it must be public^ — 
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it muat be aeen. PresentB of ten thouaand mbles are made 
to Bome GoTernment establislmient, to have one's name in 
tbe papeff and the poor are driven from the gate. Jiist ask 

in Petersburg, whether millioiiiLires Hke moff, roff^ 

ieff, tin, and so on, ever did any one a kindness. 

One of the ricKest of them refused to ransom hia own brother 
from the punishment of deportatioii to Siberia, with which he 
was throatened for buying Btolen Government property. Six 
thousand rabies, the price of liberation, were more to him 
than the honour and welfare of his brother, who was forced 
to appeal to others for assistance. 

This covetousness among the Russian traders 13 well known 
to the Government, which employs every method in its power 
to render the miser liberub The Russian traders, for instance, 
act consistently in not attending concertSj because any music 
which rises above a vulgar national gorgkeffffio has no charms 
for them. But it is announced that the Imperial theatrical 
management is going to give a concert on behalf of some 
Government institution. The papers must report how uni- 
versal the zeal for works of chjiritj, and how increasing the 
taste for the fine arts is j for the concert produced fuur thousand 
rubles or more. Consequently, the Governor of the town, or 
the chief of the ffendarmerie, sends hundreds of tickets to the 
magistracy, witK directions fof their distribution among the 
tradesmen, and the receipts are duly sent in. The richer mer- 
chants often receive ten tickets, each of which is valued at from 
five to ten rubles. The recipient may be very angry at it ; butj 
does not dare to return them. He considers it repugnant to his 
honour, as a rich man, to pay the mere price of the tickets ; 
he therefore gives from two liundred to five hundred rubles 
for them, according as he tljinks his name will be more or 
less noticed. These extra tax-papers make their appearance 
frequently. But for all that, the merchant or his family 
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never appears at the concert. Witli this avarice is coupled 
the aiost ridiculous conceit ; for in his vulgar iguorance, a rich 
huckster considers himself a greater mau than his brethren 
wlio possess smaller fortunes. Standing on his cask-box, he 
proudly looks down upon all the savans aud men of science. 
Nothing can be conceived more absurd than eiich an animal, 
especially if a medal, or title of Commercial Councillor, is 
attached to it, or if it has been or ia burgomaster. It is true, 
that I knew in Petereburg many traders most respectable 
in their conduct. They did good publicly, and poesibly in 
private; but the most insipid bombast, self- elevation above 
near relatives, attachment to society for which their educatiou 
hfus not fitted them, and which only endures such familiaxity 
for the sake of good living and monied interest — all this 
tends to degrade them. The affectation of appearing more 
than lie really is, becomes in the rich peasant tfae most dis- 
gusting absurdity. 

At home, even the richest tradesman lives poorly and 
wretchedly. The niunerous fasts ordain a meagre table. 
For weeks the stomach is only regaled by dried or pickled 
mushrooms, cucumbers, a sour cabbage-soup with oil, cakes 
made of carrots and sodden with oil, and at times fish. 

But even iu the class of Russian tradesmen more self- 
respect is to be found than in that of the Tchinovniks. The 
former is still in possession of much that ia good, while the 
latter hag actually stripped off its better nature. Ko tradei- 
mau purchases fellow-beings to serve him — ho has only free 
servants. He feels that he ought not to purchase his fellow- 
men like cattle for money or money's worth, and if only for this 
cause, the trading class shows more honourable feelings than the 
"Betitled," who also spring from the peasants. " He is my 
Berfl" drawls, through his nose, a noble who would starve, did 
not this serf labour from morning to night in order to pay bis 
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owner tlie tax for which he is allowed to serve another ma 
Slavery in the capital is the more horrible, because the slave llf' 
not only tytaanized over by his master, but also by the police. 
If he has been beaten at home for some fault till the blood 
runs, and hie master's anger baa been kindled anew, he is sent 
to the police-ofitce, and beaten again by his mafter's desire. 

How frequently do we see, in the centre of a band of con- 
victs who are sweeping the streets, well-dressed servants, 
with a huge figure marked on their Lacks in chalk, and hold- 
ing- a broom I The master has condemned them to thie pun- 
ishment, hut his dignity docs not feel in the least hurt, if the 
servant, after enduring this punishment, waits at table the 
nest day. For some trivial fault, we may see coachmen and 
footmen forced to drive their master out with uncovered heads, 
in the burning Iteat, or the most intense cold, without these 
masters reflecting how much they lower themselves by such a 
display. T know the wife of an official in Petersburg, who 
can stand for & qnoiter of an hoar over one of her serf girls, 
and in cold blood beat her black and blue. I could mention 
the name of a hyena who invented a special instrument of 
torture to pnnish Ler chamber-maid. She fastened a needle 
in one end of a short piece of wood, like a whip-handle. When- 
ever the poor girl did anything contrary to her wishes, ahe 
would call her vip. The unhappy wretch was tlien forced to 
pull up her sleeves, fctand by her mistress's side, and while the 
latter read a romance, she drove the needle into the girl'B arm, 
till the blood ran. If the soup was not to her liking, the cook 
was summoned to the table, and the boiling soup poured over 
him. Again, when eight serft could no longer endure the 
tryanny of their owner, but killed him, at the close of the 
year 1843, they were condemned to the fearfid punishment 
of running the gauntlet, and all the serfs in the capital were 
ordered to be witnesses of this torture. The Eussian mer- 
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cantile gm'M deserve all credit for rcfraiiiing from btiying 
humaa beingSj althoTigh various advaiitagea tempt tlictji to 
do so. 

Again, witli respect to religion, tkia class stand Mgber 
than the noblo caste. The trader haa his rooms filled with 
images ; hia bead is full, it is trae, of euperstition aud irreli' 
gioD, but his feelingB cauae Mm to reverence all that is con- 
sidered sacred, •while the Tchiuovnik will steal even in a church 
like the most unscrupulous vagabond. The merchant is at- 
tached to hip religion from conviction, he i& not ashamed to 
cross himself publicly. Fasting' with tim is an element of 
reUg-ion, ho honours his priest, he takra the communion from 
a religious feeling, and ia Btill attached to old custome and 
traditions. The Tchinovnik has no religion, he is not a Chris- 
tian, nor a Jew, nor a pagan, but he would have no objection 
to be a Mahommedan for the sake of the Harem, He con- 
Biders it low to croaa himself, he does not fast^ his stomach is 
more enlightened than his mind. He abuses the priest, and spita 
when he meets him, because ho regards it as an evil omen. He 
goes to take the Bacrameut at Easter with a sneer, becttuee 
he is obliged to do so, to follow the fftsliion. He calls the 
tradesman stupid, not because he lacks sense, but because he 
is religious. 

The Russian tradesman drinks when he ia thii'sty, but 
either at home or in the company of his brethren, who possess 
propriety enough sever to let an intoxicated man go home 
alone. Nobles may be continually found tumbling about the 
streets, or ia the lowest dramshops. It affords a TchinovnJk 
delight, when be can publicly expose a comrade in a etate of 
intoxicatioQ. In the winter of 1842, an officer of the guards 
visited one of these men, who was a friend of bis. The latter 
intoxicated Ms guest with brandy. He sent him away quite 
drunk, that h& might amuse Mmself by seeing him tumble about 
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the streets. Tlie officer had scarcely left the Loase, ore he fell 
down, but got lip again. A few steps further on, his cloak 
slipped off. While trying' to pit;k it up, be fdl at full leogtb 
in the snow, and no oqq touched him. A porter at last put 
him into a skdge, and carried him away from the euiround- 
ing laughter and jests. I have quoted this instance on account 
of the Btrict military discipline, in order to prove how easily 
the most honourahle oflScer can be conquered by a Tctinovnik. 

Why ehould there not be fools among the traders, who are 
ridden by the demon of pride, and wish a general, colonel, 
state councillor, or similar titled beings, as husbands for their 
daughters ? How tnany peasant girla become Excellencies I 
But were tbey, or the dowry offered, the object of deshe ? A 
merchant of the first guild sold his daughter, a good girl, and 
well educated, at least after the Petersburg faehion, to a state 
councillor. After the marriage, and after the dowry had been 
paid over, he forbade his wife to receive her pai-ents and rela- 
tions at his house, because they were below her new rank and 
dignity. And now the daughter only Bees her parents at the 
house of friends. Is this the result of the peasant nature of 
Buch nobles ? certainly not t it grows from the miro, mingled 
with corrnption, which the police system generates. 

The only true middle ckss in Moscow, and specially 
Petersburg, which, though not belonging to Eueaia, she owes 
everything to, is formed by the foreigners, and above all nu- 
merically, by the Germans. Were the Czar to expel this small 
auxiliary force from hia empire, it would fare as the Euseian 
army at Eylau would have fared, had not the small corps of 
Lestocq helped it. The Eugsian cannot at all cope with the 
industry and skill of the German artisan. Any one who 
wants good workmanship applies to the Germans and other 
foreigners ; and the assertion in Russian shops, that an article 
is of German workmanship, gives it at once a higher value. 



THE GERMAN ELEMENT. 



161 



And to wbom does EuBBia owe Ler pTogreas in eduoatioii, 
however soaall its amount ? Do not thu nobles seek foreign 
teachers to wliom to intrust their cliilclren, in spite of the im- 
pedimentB constantly placed in their way ? Let the Academy 
of Seiencea attempt to subsiBt without the twenty German 
members, and the world would bo astonished at the caput 
mortuum. Let the Court give up its German physicians; 
Petersburg and Moscow their German surgeons; the educa* 
tional cBtablishnienta their German professore ; the Emperor 
his Gertnaii suite and generals; his Gertoan engineers — in 
ehort, the Germaiiity existing in his empire ; and Europe will 
see how far the Kusaians have attained. Everything good 
and valuable in Eaesia is generally of foreign origin ; sum' 
moned into life and fostered by foreign talents, hut principally 
by Germans . 

Thia real middle class constantly distinguishes itself in 
Eussia as tbe only free, though oppressed claea, which stands 
between master and slave. What stranger could endure a 
residence in Petersbnrg without it ? My assertion with re- 
spect to this middle class cannot be weakened by the fact that 
maiijf of tlie Gennana have become utter caricatures. One of 
the most disgnating creatures in eiisteTice is a Eussified, pro- 
sperons German artisan, and the most outre a literary German 
who has joined the Russians body and eouL The admiration 
of the Eussian element is so great, that these Germans trans- 
late their names into Russian, in order that they may be taken 
for natives. How comes it, though, that thia Russification 
occurs so repeatedly among the Grermans, and so rarely among 
the English and French ? Why do the emigrants of these two 
nations resist the Russian system so pertinaciously, whDe the 
German has frequently, within a few years, quite repudiated 
his own nature ? How many have I known who drew oflf their 
Gennanity like an over-coat, and became ultra Eussians I I 
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know German parents, not bt)m and educated in HnsBia, but 
in Germany, in whose families EuBBianism was so thorongMy 
root^l, that their grown-up bobb and daughters could only 
inverse in French or Russian, becau&e, as they had been 
^ucated in Crown institutions, they Lad been forced to bid a, 
long" farewell to their German nature. 

The higher cla^ of hereditary nobility haa separated itself 
from the titular nobility, but even here the obstinately national 
portion must be distinguished from that belonging, through 
the advantages of educaliou, to a higher sphere. The native 
Eussian can never be mietaten. Love of domination ; clumsy 
Inxiiry ; disguating arrogance ; unendurable pride, allied with 
remarkable cringing f— such are the peculiarities of MuBcovi- 
tisin. Family and Eocial life are arranged according to these 
qualities. Pretence covers everything. A passage from 
PuBohkin read with paffing lips, or the admiration of a literary 
novelty from Smerdin's library, is called a taete for literature j 
a trumpery, derogatory remark about foreign countries i& 
regarded as excessively clever, and a journey to Jfaris or 
Carlstad cflnatitutes knowledge of the world. A romance 
sung with affectation and Bentimentality is talent ; and fre- 
quently a Chanson appears, or a Vahe composie et dediie d 
Madame la Comtesse JT., par la Comlesse J'., or par le Prince 
Z.f although a foreigner may have furnished them with these 
efforts of genius for ready money or on credit. 

Vanity in this respect becomes often eupreinely ridiculous. 
I knew a princely family, who had acquired a reputation &a 
musicians by their compositions, and yet the virhiosi were not 
able to read a note. It is mueic more especially whicii the 
nobility select as their favourite folly ; and they are too much 
pleased with themselves to perceive that a want of talent in 
this finest of the fine arts, is the most easily detected of all. 
Teti years' instruction on the pianoforte, is something quite 
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oommoQ ; and the heigbt of perfection i& after all limited tu 
mete executiun, without any feeling for harmony. The motives 
for learning are luinry and fashion. Many artists, who have 
been at Moscow and the capital, have enjoyed an affectedly 
tx>rdial reception in the higher circles} of iIibbq cities ; but 
none of these will assert that they found more than this affeo- 
tiitiou. The lusury that prevailed among^ the Russian nobles 
thirty years ago, has dow disappeared. Extravagance hae 
exhausted their strength, and their impoverished estates have 
been pledged to the Crown, which cleverly took advantage of 
their folJy. It assisted the love of estravagance by the esta- 
blishment of lending institutions. The evil increased each 
year j no one would take the ioitiative in cutting down ex- 
penses ; and the Crown soon enjoyed the triumph of holding 
the finest estates iu the country, aa it calculated correctly that 
the mortgagers, sinking deeper in folly and debt, would be 
imable to keep up the payment of the interest on the borrowed 
capital. 

One of the richest Counts, for instance, established the 
faeliion of travelling. He remained in Itiily, made himself 
notorious, and one estate after the other proceeded to the 
mont-de-p\6U, When already deeply in debt, the idea oc- 
cmred to him of building a Russian church in Italy, He 
requested his steward to send him a pope, and the expensive 
decorations which the rites of the Greek Church required. 
The man of business represented to him that his fortune had 
already nearly melted away, and that be would be brought to 
the verge of ruin by this last fancy. The order was repeated, 
and the once colossal fortune is now reduced to leas than 
nothing. With the exception of the property belonging to 
the rich Demidoff branch, there is not a single estate in 
Bussia which is not heavily mortgaged. 

In no European nation is senseless lux^nry aa developed as 
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in Eussia. It is, liowever, cbiefly the luxury of a eavage 
nation, making a parade of precious objects, like jewels and 
tbe noble metals, whicb engage neither mind nor fancy. 
Tlie niflgiiificeace of Eussian grandees, consists only of the 
most frivolous and corrupting epecles of estravagaoce, by 
which all their former prosperity has hcfen undermined. I 
knew prmces and counts who paid glovera, taUors, coach- 
makers, and other tradesmen in promises, but not in money ; 
who owed the jowellers and goldsmithe for the omamenta 
they paraded, atid who even cheated their own tutors of their 
just demand. Counts begged Litzt for tickets of admission 
to hia concerts, and sold them without any shame at confess- 
ing it. If I wished to write a chronique scandalense, 1 ahonld 
not lack material. What I have hitherto mentioned, hiua 
been as belonging properly to tke characteristics of public 
and private life. 

The Russian nobles do not resign all claim to tL« virtue of 
public benevolence, but incomparably dearer to me than all 
the Poor -committees aud ostentatiously paraded societies, was 
the charity esercised by the chosen few, withont any flourish 
of trumpets. These traits of goodness, in a small body, m 
proportion to the great whole, are what mainly reconciled me 
to Russia. I should be delighted if I were allowed to relate 
them without fear of compromising others. 

The public establishments, whose object it is to help the 
needy, and in which the nobles take great interest, were no 
doubt founded for a high purpose alone. But if they do not 
ftimiBh the benefits anticipated from them, the fault lies in tlie 
general difficulty of effecting any good in Eussia, without the 
charity being diminiahtd by greedy distributors. In this re- 
spect the Emperor is treated even worse th&u the nobility or 
any other would-be benefactor. The mania for growing rich ia 
a pestilence which has attacked the whole nation. No object, 
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no virtue, restrairiB the adtuiniHtrant from filling his own 
pockets witli the money intrusted to him for distribution. I 
will assume tbat, for example, the monarch hastens iTiimcdiately 
to the assistance of a starvLiig province ; and that the sum de- 
signed for the purpose passes without paying toll, from the first 
to the seoond, still it is sure not to be so with the third, and 
flO on. Three liutidred thousaod ruhles for hread were once 
sent by authority of Alexander I., to help a starving govern- 
ment. The starving persons enjoyed none of it, hut the 
senator intrusted with the money all the more. 1 know for 
a positive fact, that tho Emperor heard of it; hut mere dis- 
grace is not BuHicient to eradicate such heavy evils. But for 
such things as these, Eussia would be very different ; and the 
Emperor woidd not he ohliged publicly to insult entire classes 
and eollegee, and to expel officials from hia service for dis- 
hunesty. 

In shorty the observer will constantly find that, in Russia, 
there is no lack of individual will for rectitude, justice, and 
virtue ; but the faults, attaching' to the GoverntEeiit of the em- 
pire, frequently neutraliise that will. Why, for instance, must 
charitable institutions be summoned into life witli that enor- 
mous pomp usually found in Kussia? Why must such 
quantities of stewards and assistants be appointed, when we 
feel certain that none of them will neglect to sbear their 
slieep? When the most powerful minister himself says, "I 
give thee a warm post/* what is this but saying in other 
words, " I know that io this eitualion you can fiteal fa- 
mously." 

We are almost obliged to believe that public offices only esist^ 
in order to give a quantity of ertiploi/Ss an opportunity to sup- 
port themBclvea dishonestly, since we find no attempt made to 
prevent a fraud, in spile of the knowledge of its existence. 
For instance, shops have been eetablisbed for the benefit of 
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poor fomilieB, where they can bring in their productionB for 
sale, A princess, poseessing a truly noble and kind heart, 
gave a shop gratis beloaging to her, and eituated in the best 
part of the city, which might haye been let for several thou- 
sand nibleB, Poverty soon filled the building with objects 
for sale. But the owners wait-ed in vain for the produce of their 
wares, because the princess had placed a married couple of 
liberated serfs as overseers in this shop. They carried on 
their own trade, left the things of the poor people unsold, and 
deceived them by false book-keeping. For this the princess 
was not to blame ; but I cannot excuse her, when, after she had 
been told most fmlly of the trickery of these people, and their 
shameful cheating, she still left them in the shop. But so it 
is in Russia. Even the best-hearted pereons are sure to find 
some impediment in the exercise of charity, which serves to 
paralyse it. 

The great portion of the sons of the nobility enters the 
army, whence they migrate to the ctvil service protty fre- 
quently, after passing through the first grades. I am sur- 
prised that this should be the case, and that the officers do 
not recoil in horror from joining such a set of scoundrels. Iii 
my intercourse with officers, I always found more modesty and 
education than in the circle of the Tchinovniks, I do not 
mean to restrict my remarks to the stafif-officers ; but I include 
the line as well. I have known Cossack oflScers from Tcher* 
kask, who in education were far above the highest employs 
civilisation. The long reside »oe of the Rugsian arinieB in 
civilised countrioB, and their friction with foreign troops, have 
had an extraordinary influence on them. The esprit de carps 
now prevailing among the officers, is very different from what 
I found prior to 1818. The stamp of coarseness and remark- 
able vulgarity is gone, and, without wishing to place the 
EuBsian officer corps on a level with that of other stateSj 
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still, I must say, it baa taken a step in advance, in conipari- 
son with the other classes and circumstanceB of its country, 
and in spite of many absurdities and viceB which still attach 
to it. 

When the ensigns and lieutenauts of noble blood made 
their sarcastic remarks about the carriage and the marching 
of the Priresian troops, who came to Peterahurg' on various 
occasions, or found it ridiculous that the heir-apparent ghould 
marry the daughter of a monarch, whose whole army could be 
lodg-ed in a Ensaian caserne — still, there were to he found 
sensible officers who were glad when these gasconaders were 
convicted of folly. I never felt ofifended at the boastful 
tone among the officers, as I did at the insipid haughti- 
ness of the scribbling brood. The former possess at least 
the distinction allotted to them by the monarch, and honour 
will not suffer the military classes to sink into that eloagh 
of fearful corruptibility which is the universfll bane of the 

Formerly, tho Russian nobility enjoyed the estraordinnry 
distinction of being selected as court fools J Peter founded 
two varieties of these, the really idiotic, and those chosen 
by the Czar himself on account of some particidar piece 
of stupidity. A Captain Uschakoff, e.g.^ was sent with de- 
Bpatches from Smolensk to the commandant of Kiev, with 
strict orders not to lose a moment. He galloped the three 
hundred toilea, aad arrived at the city a few hours before the 
gates were opened. His command to open the gates conld 
not be immediately obeyed, as the keys had to be first fetched 
from the coramandant. Uschafcoff raged fearfully, threatened 
the officer on guard, that he would report him to tke General 
at Smolensk ; and when the delay grew intolerable, he sptirred 
his horse, and rode back to Smolensk, where he immediately 
handed in his complaint. He was condemned to death ; but 
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tbe Czar altered the sentence, by appointing TJachakoff court 
fool — a post wbich he held till the day of bis death. 

The nobles do not regret the loss of this precious privilege ; 
but the reminiscence of those glorioiia times eamnot be er^- 
cated. The nobleB, who doubtless, when procul d Jove, pro' 
cvd & JulminR, feel Tuost comfortable in the provinces, an: 
generally still so uncivilized, that foreigners, on returning 
from the interior, esteem themselves happy in escaping' from 
such provincialism. It is not merely the want of cultivation 
in the proviaces with wlileh war must he waged ; but there is 
also a degree of dishonesty, which renders it difficalt to obtain 
from, the two capitals the perBons most wanted there — teachers 
and etcwapde. How frequent are the infitances of credulous 
perflone, or those unacquainted with the condition of Rusfiia, 
trusting to the magnificent offers with wbich they have heeo 
tickled, and then gladly giving up their earnings iu order to 
eecapo the most humiliating ineults and chicanery, I know 
cases in which tutors and governors have been compelled to 
fly secretly, as they were kept back hy force, lest they might 
complain of the injuries they had received, or bear testimony 
to the hon-ors they had witnessed. The size of the estatea, 
frequently extending for miles, their deserts, their distance 
from an inhabited neighbourhood or from towns, the mercen- 
ary officiids in the cities, the connexion between the nobles 
and I bo emplotfh chosen from their ranks — all this furnishes 
ways and metins enough to carry such tirrests into effect, and 
to prevent even a letter from being sent away or received. 

The acts of despotism which were formerly committed by 
the magnates of the etupire throughout the provinces, still 
find their reflection in great and little tyrants. The Duke do 
Biron once condemned the tutor of hia son to drag a truck, 
and then be expelled from the country. This arbitrary es' 
pulsion f[-om the empire cannot be effected at tbe present day, 
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but bad I not reasons for reticence, I could quote two instances 
in which Biron's punishment of dragging a truck was far 
milder than the indescribable ill-treatment to which these per- 
60IJ3, who are Btill living, were exposed ; or than their position 
after they had Bucceoded hj etratagem in escaping as far as 
Moscow, and then fotiud that it was impoesible for them to 
obtain jnstice and satisfaction, imleas indeed they were willing 
to expose themselveH to the danger of being secretly carried 
off and eternally huried in the wilds of Siberia. 

And yet men belonging to the Rusaian nobiJity are inscribed 
on the tablets of my memoiy with cordial afTection ; among 
them many who had been educated in the government of 
Simbitek, where scTeral yeara ago the serfs revolted against 
their masters, and confirtned their rebelhon by the most fear- 
ful acts of barbarity. Did not the recent fate of Count 
Aprasin, on his flight from his chateau, which his Berfa had 
set on fire, prove that the Eussian nobiJity are still estranged 
from their nation by tbeir want of humanity ? Nemesis over- 
took him on account of his severity. 

Turn Eussia, in short, in what direction you please, the 
truth will Etill be borne out that but one small diamond of 
progress lies embedded in this barbaric desert. The Eusaians 
Btill want the feeling of disinterested virtue, of eternal justice, 
and inexorable truth. When once that feeling qtiickenB, the 
hope of amelioration will spring up like seed in spring. 
Russia, one day or other, will awake to a sense of her 
humanity. But it cannot be supposed that this will take 
place in a moment, any more than that a child will begin 
to walk directly after leaving its mother's breast; nor can 
Europe believe that the aurora borealts ia BuflScient to con- 
vert the deep night of the north into tho bright sunshine of 
the equator. 
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Adtooms; In BiibsIa — 'Rie TotiinaTniki — UiilT«rra»l Bamiptioa— Thfl (oarteen alMg i . 
the cUil tiefarchjr — Tli* cholen Mmmittoe — The price of an ord«r — IntnilcMioii 
amoDj tba TchttiuTDtke — A wiD« manufbctorf — U^cb&ntscif tbe f rat gutU-^A dla* 
ner l*nj — Psivrfiil amoanl of drunkecDMB — Kobb«ry among tbe eoldlen — Haw tb« 
Armj i* rocTuIted — The CDnnnlsrarizLt— I'oiuit CattoiD — Offidal ealatiei — Bribery — 
A iceii* in ns ofBce — " The rigbt nmn Id tbft right pUtze "— EewBjd of renality — 
Rnergeiif raewuHi of the Binp«ror Nicholu — Tli« Mn»ts — A bribe refuted. — The 
Way to ptomcitioii — Tha hiubiuid of the oiooo — Tha price oi jasdca — A BiQil^lAt- 
Aeleclei— Hii fearful jniDithmeat^W&nt of afliDity amon); th« RusEtsDi — A l&w- 
iOJt Bfid 1(4 Tufiult^^^ittioiml wnut <«f fattb — SUrer mblea nod pftpoi rubles. 

The ftindaniental idea in Russia is autocracy. RuBEian 
history affords as ample information as to the bloaeiDgs of such 
a system. How difficult it is to reconcile dsBpotisra with 
priticipleB favourable to equity and averfie to injnstice, ia 
found out hy all who live in Ruaaia — noble, slave, and 
foreigner alike. Tliis arises from the evils which are the inevi- 
table conaeqnentB of a goveminent of this nature. The mis- 
application of decrees and laws emanates from the officials 
whom the monarch requireB for the fulfilment of his will. 
They are intended to insure the eubject ag'ainet any pofisdhle 
injustice. Order, tranquillity, prosperity, protection of the law 
and through tbe law, are intnisted to their hands. I speak 
here of tke bureaucrats, called in Russia TchinovJiihs^ or the 
Betitled. Here we reach the source of the fearful corruption 
and moral ruin which has existed, and will exist eternally, 
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under a despotic government. Now, ol>edienoe to the law. 
and consequently to those to whom its execution is intruBted 
is A fundamental decree of uatnre. Beason confincB this 
without law and obedienco the uniTerBe would be convulsed. 
But how, if the guardians and the executive themselves mis 
apply the law ? If we tnm with this inquiry to Eusaia, we 
find the hureaucracy established on the basis, *' A superior 
cannot act unjustly to his eulwrdinate," Every chief, there- 
fore, treats Mb inferiors according to his good pleasure, hecanse 
he IB secure against comp!aintB. Towns, parishee, petitioners 
for justice, school, church — all arc stihjected to the infliiencee 
of these social vampiree. They do not esiat for the sake of 
society, hut only for themselves. The idea of a "state" is 
strange to them. Their master, therefore, is not the state, hut 
the Czar. They cerUiinly say, **We are in the state service ;" 
but they are indeed servants of the Czar, And not one of 
them is satisfied with making himself & czar — the idea is too 
limited for his arrogance — ^he aims at a point which the Czar, 
with a love of justice in his heart, would never reach. Hence 
the frequent instances of tyranny which could never occur in 
well- regulated states. 

About ten years ago, a certain general espelled, with ex- 
treme brutality, a man from his property near Wiborg^, and 
quartered himself there, just as if it were his own. The com- 
plaint was certainly brought before the senate. Tes ; and it 
was brought forward again and again ; and at last the expelled 
man thanked Heaven for being allowed to return home. 

A strange and wondrous dizziness affects us when we gaze 
oa this confusion, and our reason refuses to recognise in it 
the regnlarity of a state. It is quite in accordance with the 
Emperor's innate love of justice that he should take great 
pains and evince estrerae solicitude to foster morality in the 
sphere beneath him. He has, however, to battle with the 
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Lernfean liydra, and in the place of each head cut off, spring 
up otLers and perhaps worse. The evil penetrates all the civil 
hTancheg, and eyen the military are not entirely esempt from 
the general infection. 

I need only refer to an instance which possibly taany of iny 
readers may recollect. Lieut. -general Von E. was dismiased 
by the Emperor, and brought before a court- murtialj for hav- 
ing mentioned officers to tbe monarch for promotion, lo con- 
eequence of their distinguished services against the Caucasian 
mountaineers, when actually they had not even taken part in 
the engagement. We should be much mistaken were we to 
assume that opposition to justice and law was only to he found 
in individuals, and would confiequently be easily detected and 
punished. What this general did, is something so usual in 
Euasia, that special reasons are required to bring a guilty 
person to punishment. Is any one promoted for his know- 
ledge or talent ? A chief puts his patronage to worse usury 
than the most money-craving Jew would his capital. All the 
portals to fortune, won by favour, stand wide open — money, 
connexion, i*ecommendation, pretty sisters, and the rest, are 
so openly proclaimed in Russia, that a man must be obstinate 
indeed to fancy that he can raise himself solely by merit and 
talent. 

I will quota only one instance out of hundreds, as a coun- 
terpart of the crime of the above General von R. A Glerman 
without merit or reputation, without ever having been in 
the State service, or held a title, had, however, the dJstmgtiished 
merit of having a female relative in high esteem at Court. 
Suddenly he wished for a good situation in Petersburg. He 
therefore depended upon his only merit, his aunt, and received 
without delay the valuable appointment of director of one of 
the largest hospitals, which he managed to preside over with 
euch wiBdom, that the short measure given to the patients, 
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Boon rendered hici a very ricli man. The most remarkable 
thing', however, ia the ■whole affaifj Tvaa the contents of the 
diploma which he received as soon as he required a somewhat 
higher title to hold hia office. This diploma stated, '* that 
Von X. was nominated Councillor of State, for hia many valu- 
able Bervices to the Government." The diplomatized man 
frequently laughed at the honours thrust upon him. 

Or, again, take the following. 

In an order of the day, dated June 10, 1845, the Emperor 
pronoun ccB a aevero reprimand on the commander of the line- 
regiment, Minsk, Major-Qeneral Wolodimirzoiv, and the com- 
mander of the line-regiment, Volhynia, Colonel von Lein, 
because they had misappropriated the money eent for the pur- 
chase of htbad and meat, and had paid very slight attei^tlon 
to the general welfare of the Boldiers intrusted to their care, 
so that a great deal of sickoeAs had been produced in this 
regiment. " By the recommendation of the Commander-in- 
chief of the Caucasian corps, Woronzoff, his Imperial Majeety 
was graciously pleased not to deprive the above-mentioned 
commanders of their regiments, as their prior years of service 
spoke in their favour, and threw a milder light over their 
errors," 

The great maxim of state and life is retttf quocunque modo 
rem ! This moral law is followed by great and small, and any 
one acquainted with the intrigues, the eoalition m this hornet's 
nest, would not charge any individual taken at haphazard 
with corruption. One never acts alone, hut one euffera for al], 
who give him up as boo a as they see that they can save them- 
selves by such treachery. All the kindnesses they may have 
experienced from this betrayed man, by whose assistance they 
have probably raised themselves, are forgotten as soon «s 
egotism is appealed to. The moral corruption ramifies in a 
thousand branches. It Is a privileged State lottery^ among 
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ten thoiiBand prizes, only one blank. Who would not riak 
Ms stake in it ? And rarely ia the worst chosen for punish- 
mentj but frequently the best of the lot. Let every attempt 
to eradicate tlie evil sncceed, it will he after all only an at- 
tempt. The whole remains what it ia^an immoral servant 
who cannot he dismiBsed, as husinesa would be at a stand-utUI 
without him. 

The whole body of Tchioovnika is divided into fourteea 
classes. There is a military rank correeponding- with each of 
these elates. When, therefore, a major-general and active 
State- councillor meet together, or colonel and collegiate coun- 
cillor, the civilian does not call himself State-councillor but 
General, the collegiate councillor Major, and so on, and it 
raises an involuntary smile when the servant opens the door : 
"The general or colonel ia at home," and a figure cornea to 
meet us, whose legs and whole figure eeem to Bay, " I can, if 
required, eit in a chair; but not on a saddle." None of 
these fourteen classes of themselves raise the holder to a noble 
rank. Many of them remain titles connected with certain 
honorary distinctions and privileges of the personal nobility, 
until with the eighth class or that of collegiate assessor, equi- 
valent to the rank of major, the right is attained to petition 
for an imperial recommendation for elevation to the noble 
class. The clasaea going downwards from this eighth number-^ 
the lowest of them being the Government registrator or ensign 
— only possess personal nobility. To this class the merchants 
of the first guild also belong, A peasant who has escaped 
from slavery by means of his money, cannot indeed be called 
noble ; but he posaegaea, like the Tchinoviiika, various privi- 
leges — for instance, he ia free from the knout — can have four 
horaes attached to hia carriage, and his son can become an 
ensign or Government clerk and Tchindvnik. Staff-officers, 
who place their sons on the military lista, are obliged to enter 
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them OS the eona of Etnff-officers^ hut not as nobles. A Eussian 
Court-councillor, collegiate councillor, &c., is a " hetitled" 
but not a noble, man ; but he is allowed, if it conduce to his in- 
terests, to petition for nobility. The actual nobility, however^ 
must be diatingTiished from this titular caste. Nor can the 
higher Be titled command the lower. The rigkt to command 
is connected with the office held, no matter in what depart- 
ment, A betitled man without an office ie, consequently, a 
nullity ; and he is the more to be pitied, m the prejudice which 
ie publicly attached to bis rank does not permit him to take 
up a trade, to ahiold bim and bis family from the want to 
■which he is exposed ae a Betitled without employment. 
How many Tchins would gladly hang up their titles in the 
chimney nook, and hawk raspberries or melons ! How many 
a councillor's wife really serves as cook ! A multitude of Ex- 
cellencies and Betitled of this kind are in the most abject 
poverty, and nowhere are Don Eanndoa found so frequently 
as in Russia. A wounded general had long petitioned in vain 
for a pension. Money was scarce indeed in the treasury of 
the Crown, but in his pocket there wag aot a fraction. His 
rank kept bim from begging ; he therefore posted himself in 
uniform, with a broom in his band, on the pavement of the Ad- 
miralty promenade, opposite the windows of the Emperor Alex- 
ander, until the latter noticed him. He was prevented from 
any further esbibition of this nature by being carried off to a 
madhouse I 

Any one desirous of a poist in the czaric empire must pass 
through these fourteen classes : hence we frequently find tto 
old nobility, prmces, and counts, holding a title which places 
them on a level with rogues and thieves. A hereditary rank 
is requisite for holding certain offices. To obtain this, every 
sacrifice is made, as the proceeds of the appointment repay 
the outlay in a very short time. It is, however, not necessarj 
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that a person seeking sncb an appointment ehould beg;in at 
the last step of the ladder. According to his means and the 
stilts, on which he can take longer steps, he springs over 
rounds of the ladder, and hig merits are discovered epontane- 
ously, as we have already seen in the case of that merilorioua 
man and his annt. If contrary winds prevent him sailing 
safely over the reefs, there are other roads to gain the object y 
for instance, the acquisition of an order — the Yladimir or 
Georg'e — which includes the privilege of being allowed to 
petition for nobility. According to the latest regnlationa — 1. 
From the ensign up to the staff-officer, personal nobilify 
IB acquired ; but with the latter military grade, hereditary 
nobility. 2. In the civil Bcrvice, the fonrteenth cla&s only 
grants the privileges of peracmal honorary civism ; the uintit 
claaSj personal nobility; and the fifth, hereditary nobility, 
3- It depends on the immediate good pleasure of the Czar to 
grant personal or hereditary nobility. 

Owing to the legion of perambulating titles, there are not 
so many wearers of orders in all the states of the world col- 
lectively, as in Russia ; but the reason is, that the orders mast 
he paid for, and the State revenue augmented. The smalleet 
ordeilet — the Vladimir Cross — has become so common and 
trivial that many chevaliers conceal it. When we know to 
whom, why, aaid how ordera are given j how one cheats the 
other by promises of such soi-disant marks of honour,- — ^when 
WQ examine into the senseless pursuit of them, how can vee 
form a favourable opinion of such distinctions ? 

A merchant of the first guild, sprung from the dregs of the 
people, and in his riper years even a porter, but now — ^not 
through inheritance, not through industry, not through jus- 
tice J in short, I don't know how — master of millions, waa 
appointed at the time of the cholera a member of a committee 
attached to an hospital. The president was a State- councillor, 
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by whose contrivance the tradeBmaa had Leen chosen on the 
committee. The latter and the president were soon engaged 
m the roost confidential negociations. 

" II' you will lend me, dear Peter Gregorievitch, a thousand 
rabies for st short time, I'll recommend you as deserving an 
order. I hope you have confidence in m© ; for I cannot give 
you an acknowledgment for the amount. You know how 
easily a paper might get into improper hands, and lead 
to the suspicion that I had mercenarily helped you to the 
order. God forbid I I want the money just at the moment, 
because in this fearful time I cannot call in my ontstanding 
capital, for every one is afraid of me, ae I visit a cholera 
p hospital." 

^m " Oh ! honoured Fedor Alexandrovitch, with pleasure I 
^^^^u will satisiy my highest deairpj if you get me an 
^■kder. " 

^r^ Settled aocoi-dingly ; the happy man imparted the felicity 
^v to hia family. The sons repeated it, the daughters bad 
■ friertJs, the motlier T^'aggkd with her news to all the relatives I 
I A tradesman with an order 1 what an idea I Silver and gold 
B medals, indeed, there were lots of them. But an order 1 — 
an order I There was no enduring the man. How actively 
be visited the hospital 1 A few weeks later the story 
ran : — 

" Peter Gregorievitch, we will distiDgnish our hospital hy 
peculiar arrangements at our own espeDse, for it is difficult 
to get any money from the magistracy." 

" That is a famous idea, honoured Fedor Alexandrovitch. 
What do yon propose ? " 

" Listen, Peter Gregorievitch'— it will bring in good iaterest 

for both of ns. For that reason I would not impart my scheme 

to any other members of the committee ; I can manage it so 

that our names shall be distinguished as great benefactors. 

e « 
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I can tell you for the present that your name haa been men- 
tioned to the Emperor, and that be said, * I will thank the 

"Indeed— did he say that? Oh I I pmy you mate 
your arrangemeiite in the hospital directly. Wliy any 
delay?" 

*' Ay, but dear Peter Gregorievitch, that carmot he done in 
etich a hurry. You know that I am now hard run for money, 
I shall not receive any " — 

" Have mercy on me ! How much do you fancy we shall 
require?" 

"At the moKfc, five hundred rubles a-picce." 

" I'll pay you one thoueand ruhlee directly, only I must beg 
that you will proceed with your arrangements." 

" By the bye, Peter Gregorievitch, you need not trouble 
yourself to vieit the hospital so often ; I will not notice your 
absence, aud^ as no one is safe from infection, pray Btay at 
home." 

Said and dooe. The dreamer about an order did not stir, 
and shunned the hospital. The thousand rubles had been 
pocketed by the chief. He meant to make no new arrange- 
ments. A month later he again honoured the tradestaan 
with one of his expensive vieits. 

" Listen, Peter Gregorievitch, we have almost attained our 
object. You have been nominated for the Vladimir Order — 
it requires no further Gacrifice on your part. But what do 
you think ? I have just come from ray friend. If you like 
to lay out two thousand rubles, you can obtain an order of St. 
Anne, and, thoug^h it is UBually bo difficult to procure it for a 
tradesman, it is an easy matter in this case — that is, of course, 
if you should prefer wearing this higher order. You know 
how folk laugh at the little cpobs; but just aa yon please. 
Only bear in mind what it is to be able to say, a tradesman 
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has received the Ajnne Order for his serricee, andj in addition, 
a letter of tlianks in the Emperor's avm hand I Think wbat 
good fortune awaits your daaghtec — she might oven become 
a miDiBter's lady I" 

The two thousand rubles were gladly paid. The reatleea- 
ness increased daily ; the anticipation caused sleepless nights. 
The cholera haa disappeared. Aad yet the order does not 
come! — 'Yea, at last the rewards are promulgated. Peter 
Gregorievitch aJso received an invitation from the magiatraoy 
to make his appearance, to receive personally the reward ho 
had acquired, as member of the Cholera Hospital Committee. 
^^ Place, place, me^giettrsf" the good man will be suffooated 
by his happiness I Destiny, withdraw the Anne Orderj or he 
will lose hia Beoses I 

After ail, destiny behaved well ; but only just fancy the Tin- 
necessary agitation ahe had caused ! Withiii an hour an ac- 
quaintance brought the news that the reward consisted only of 
medals to be given to each member of the committee. Four 
thousand rubles lost 1 made a fool of ! an object of ridicule to 
all who had been told of his eBtrauce into the ninth heaven ; 
the poor fellow thus cruelly expelled from paradise was only 
too fortunate to escape apoplexy. Grief m^^de him pine j 
but he heroically revenged biro&elf after the manner of great 
minds. He let the medal lie a long, long while at the Duma, 
and disdained to fetch it away, — until he received a serions 
intimation that he had better come for it. 

Tbouaaada of poor Government officials or their widows 
are unable to expend anything on the education of their son. 
The boy grows up in the company of strange tuenialSf and 
learne their vices. What of that? The father or mother 
knows that he is inaoribed in a corps, that he is intended for 
the Crown. How do a parent's anxieties affect thorn ? The 
enrolling must take place at an early age, as the pressure on 
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all the institutions ia very great. Every parent wishes to 
get rid of his or her son as soon as poBsible, and to leave his 
maintenance to the Crown. After enrolment, tho lad remaina 
probably several years at home ; but counts on his fingers in 
what year ho will wear hie first plume of feathers as an 
BDsign, and in what year he will he collegiate councillor, 
and wear epaulets; because it is a settled thing how 
long each climber must remain on every round of tbe State 
ladder. 

The admission to an office, and education in its daties, do 
not prevent a man from joining any other department on his 
dismiseal. A person who haa studied mineralogy in the 
Mining Corps, probably obtains a clerk's situation in the 
PoBt-office ; a pupil of the Academy of Arts, on leaving as 
an architect, enters the Exchequer ; a painter becomes ckrk 
to tho Salt Dep&tj from the Engineera a man joins the 
Audit or Accountant's Office ; irom the Commercial Sciiool be 
becomes ensign of a regiment, &c. In short, turn where we 
please, tho man who does not follow tbe drum becomei a 
clerk. If one office does not suit him, he selects another, 
Tbe Tcbinovnik flourishes everywhere ; but, like the fungus, 
beat in a rank soil. The vaunting expression, " I am a 
Tchinovnik," goea far beyond the Veial^ c'eU moii The 
more a,superior caases his subordinates to feel their nullity, 
the more presumptuous are they in turn, wherever they fancy 
their *'Tohin" can be brought to bear. The salary ia too 
small for them to be able to live on it ; yet great display has 
to be made, and consequently cheating ia the result. Mo- 
rality, respect, education, are wanting — everything', ia short, 
save sensuality. 

Regarded as moral beings, these Betitled etand far below 
the serf. We have seen the propensity for drinking among 
the latter, so let lis not pass over the same blemish in their 
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mastera. Neitlier Tchin nor Cross restrains them from the 
disgrace of intoxicating themselvea in tha low dramshops. 
Any one in Petersburg, ignorant of the fact, may take liis 
station in the vicinity of the most celebrated of the epirit- 
palacee, the Qlasow, or the not lees Qouriehing one on the 
Fontanka, near the Nikulin Bathing Establishment, or any 
other den with a back-door, and watch how these Government 
officials sneak in ! See how theeo cmimali parkmti are 
carried home fifom an anniversary party, a foneral feetivity, 
or other festal occasion, on a drosky, like slaughtered cattle, 
with then- heads wagging on either side, or el«e being led 
home on foot tumbling through the streets I It is true, these 
are only the very lowest ; but the fashion of drinking too 
great an amount of epirita ia nowhere so national as in 
EuBsia. 

The majority of the topers adhere faithfully to the eim- 
I plicity of the country fashion, they drink corn-brandy obtained 
pfi-om a Crown depot; for tlie etnff Bold in the tlfam-shops is 
BO horrible that eren the most tbiiBty biblwr makes a face 
when he swallowa a glass full of this water of Cocytua. 
Drinkers, who lay in a etock at home, pour the corn-brandy 
on orange-peel, cherries, southernwood, LcrrieB, or herbs, In 
summer, immense glass vessels may be seen in all the win- 
dows containing such decoctions, in order that the sun may 
give them its benediction. By nine in the morning, service 
or some other buBiness snmroons them. It will be a. warm 
day. Well then, before starting, a good drara of the thirty- 
two herbs' decoction. It lessens the warmth ; for when 
you keep up a fire intem»lly, the external heat is not 
felt, — It is terribly cold. First a dram, for it warms; 
and the doctor has said, " Brandy keeps physic ont of the 
house." 

At eleven o'clock to breakfast, at home or elsewhere. 
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Well, then, a dtatn. One mora I Won't it be too mnch ? 
Oh, dear, no ! — -it is wholesome, — It is three o'clock. All ran 
borne buftgiy and tLirety from the offices. The soup is on 
the table. Well, first a dram j the soup will taste better 
nfter it, — That dish was very rich! Good digestion re- 
quires another dram I In the CTening there is a repeti- 
tion. The large round glass is raised to the under lip, 
the jaivB are opened to their full extent, and the blessed 
fluid is poured down at one draught ; the drinker smiles 
sweetly, and hands the empty glass to hia neighbour^ with 
•'Good I" in token of gratitude to the host, — for only one 
glass makes the round. The heel-tap left is swallowed by 
the ne:st. Thus Russian civilisation and refinement ar- 
rangre matters. According as a man is — not higher, hut richer 
■ — wine takes the place of spirits, though not so entirely as to 
drive the latter out of the market. Whether the stuff, which 
is poured down as wine, be not more injuriouB to the health 
than the potato or corn spirit, is a matter of iodilference ; and 
the medical inspectors do not burden themBeWes with the sin 
of in any way esamitiing too closely the mixtures of the 
wine-merchants. 

An acquaintance once asked me to go with bim into the 
cellar of a Russian tradeaman with whom he had some buei- 
ness to transact. We found the bearded man in the midst of 
his occupations. Ap:)und him were full bottles and copper 
vessels. His head was bent back, and he had hb mouth full 
of wine, which be merely spat out into one of the cans, in 
order to salute ua. 

" What are you doing here ?" 

" I am making Madeira." 

The cans contained the various sorts. The Q^rmans and 
English, however, are not inferior to the Russians in adnl- 
ivfatiDg their wines, hut tbey understand their trade better. 
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Yon can purcLase Medoc at sixty and eighty kopecks (ivlout 
6d.) a Iwttle ; and the merchiuits contimmlly recommend in 
honeyed wordB their Epeiiiaj champ&gne, jast arrived, at five 
mhles Banco a bottle. The importation of champagne alona 
into Eu$si% amonnts to more than three millions of rubles in 
the avera^ ; of cooise, it all comes direct from th« chalk-hillB 
of AiTOorica. 

During^ the two hundred years that Eusaia has been ac- 
quainted with brandy, crime hug indubitably been on the 
increase. But I hope, ibr the sake of preventing any mis- 
underBtandiiJg, tliat I ahall be believed, when I Btate that not 
only the eciucatcd uobility, but also the middle classes all 
over the world, who regard morality as requisite, resemble 
each other; and that Russia, too, can point to auch within 
her frontiers, 

I will here refer to another numerous class, which might 
be expected to refrain from the vice of dninkennesa — because 
we find in their houses at least an external imitation of the 
higher ekeses : I meati the first guild of the Buseian trades- 
men. 

We enter the magnificeiit residence of a merchant of this 
rank. Inlaid floors, drawing-rooms, a suito of apartments, 
painted with the costliest colours, although with an utter 
want of taste, adorned with the most esjvensive modem fur- 
niture from Gennan wareLoi\ses, all in the most wearisome 
order, and only used for the reception of guests. 

The bearded host, although we can see at the Grst glance 
that he does not belong to the highest classes, rectsives us 
with great politeness. His wife, with her origin written 
on her brow, and wrapped in a Turkish shawl, worth from 
three to four thousand mblee, receives us good humour- 
wily, or else in a manner acquired from her daijglitors, who 
have enjoyed a £rst*rate Qdnefttinu. The daughters are pre- 
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Bcnted on our requesting the favonr. Their knees), as if workecl 
by a wire, are bent in a salutation, acquired from tho dancing 
mastfcr. A fresh blooming fiice ! a pretty retroussi nose I real 
flesh and blood. That they are rich, we are told by their 
dress and their glittering ear-rings. Their feet are small, and 
cased in elegant slippers. O yon eipensiTe, golden, embar- 
raaaed doll I you dear simplicity ! yoa gentiltie inQOCence I 
can you aay nothing eke save yes and no? 

"Boy!" the host shouts. 

The boy comes, and serves a bottle of Bladeira on a silver 
waiter. Tea follows, then coffee, perhaps chocolate, pell- 
mell, all on the top of each other. 

Suppose we are invited to dinner, or to Bfete at a house of 
this sort. Booms full of guests, etars, crossee, medale, caftans, 
tail-coats, bearda and smooth chins in a strange medley. 
Mummies in full drees occupy the chairs. They are drawn 
up in a row, like the dead in the charoel-houee upon St. Ber- 
nard. These are the ladies. It is improper to apeak. The 
gentlemen keep apart. Woe to the young wife who enters 
into conversation with gentlemen I She, it is evident, pos- 
eeasea no education, and yet she went to school at Madame 
0th '». How bold Bhe is I — Dinner is announced. But first 
to the drara-table. The ladies have a dram too 1 The mum- 
miee occupy one eide of the table, after tho old Mongolian 
fashion. Four or five borrowed or hired lacqueys wait. 
Eight and left, bottles. There Mafleira^ Hock ; here port-wine, 
aud sweet, sour, red, and white wines. Choose what you like. 
The thick jioiter bottles stand at intetvala, like howitzers. 
From one till ten, the different courses circulate, and you 
have then juet reached the deaeert. By this time the faces 
have become redder, and even begia to swell rieibly. My 
next neighbour, much heated by hie exertions, wipea his face 
energetically with tahlc-oloth and napkin. 
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Attention I the long champagne glasses advance I The 
drama is becoming interesting'. 

The health of his Imperial Majesty, the antocrat of all the 
Biissias — Kicoki Paulovitch ! 

The first toast. 

Hurrah, hurrah, hurrah 1 of course without him there would 
bo no living and no wine. 

The health of her Majesty the Empness Alexandrina Fe- 
doroTna ! 

Another hurrah, that makes the walle shake again. 

The Imperial family, the heir-apparent, his spouse, the 
whole Imperial house, follow in precedence, either separately 
or in a lump, according as the bottles last out. 

As soon H3 the national affections are aatisfiedj the health 
of the hostj hostess, and their family, ie drunk, wholesale or 
retail, accoKling^ to the presumed amount of wine. Then 
come severftl friends and relatives, and the es cited host holds 
up his glass as an esordiiim, '^ To the health of all my honour- 
able guests!" Here a glass, and there one, or perhaps two 
or three. Silence, you clanging glasses! 

The chairs slip away. One cannot stand, another cannot 
stand. There a star falls on a sofa ; here a cross tumbles on 
the ground. The repast wag rich and good. Whether good 
digestion will watt on itj to-morrow will reveal. 

And what was the conversation over it ? Strange question t 
surely that of a (Jerman, a German aauBage- maker. Were we 
invited, pray, for tho sake of conversation ? a reasonable Rus- 
sian table does not recognise such a profane dish. 

We will now become more intimately acquainted with 
these first merchants' families, whose fathers have somotinies 
dinod in the Winter Palace, and try to understand their 
domeatio life. The vice of drunkenness destroys every virtue. 
The father, having taken in a fnli cargo at the dinner table, 
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throwB hknBelf down — ^hia hoad. baTn&— he eleeps it off, tlieii 
returns to tis shop, or to sotne other business matter, and 
sleeps again ia the evening the sleep of the righteous. How 
frequently, too, the wife helps to empty the bottles I But 
any one, ^rhose heart has not grown thorcmghly Eussian, feels 
dejected to see the young people of this family revelling in 
the sloDgh of vice. The sons surpass their parents. There 
is A, the Commercial Councillor, No. 1 in the Eussian -mer- 
cantile world — his only son is a drunkaj-d ; his grandson, when 
only sixteen, took to actreHses and the bottle. There is B, 
he has jnat buried his eldest Bon, after a severe illness, in con- 
eequence of disaipation • the young virtuous widow had been 
Eold at the altar to nurse a profligate. There la C, hia two 
sons are at the head of the drankarda and vagabonds. There 
is D, father and son have united to try whose head can stand 
the most, E forms an exception frgm the rule. F ditto. 
Their fathers do not drink, and they keep their sons from the 
vice by not allowing them to go into society. When married, 
they will make up for lost time. I know jnfitances where 
the son, carefully watched under the paternal roof, grew up 
a useful, respectable man. But as soon as the paternal 
authority was dissolved by his marriage, he fell a victim to 
the worehip of Bacchus. Must it not pain those parents, 
who have kept themselveB free from vice, to find their 
hopes of Boeing their sons become reep^acted citi^euB, thus 
annihilated ? 

The influence of caste is more eBpecially injnrioiis to these 
lada. The boy of fifteen or sixteen has just left the Peter's 
School, or some boarding establishment. His head has re- 
tnamed empty, although the presents made them by hia 
parents have producctl the best testimonials from his teachers. 
He knows the first rudiments of arithmetic, and writes a good, 
band. His father does not require more in his business. If 
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he has the inclination to follow the drum and fife, he i& en- 
rolled in a military corps as merchant's son of the first guild. 
If he wishes to enter the chancelleries he becomes a Tchin- 
ovnik. In short, the lad is ready for a profesion. Jfoble 
privileges make up for the lack of edncation. If he dis- 
played talent at «chool, all learning uow ceaaea — the little 
he acquired is thrast on one side — the Government official b 
are his model. These gladly form the friendship ef rich 
tradesmen's eona, it is easy to guess why ; and the latter 
fancy they acquire honour by afleociatitm with ** the Be- 
titled," 

I have mentioned this highest trading class here, as form- 
ing the middle stratum of the nation. Now I must deprecate 
the false conclusion, that the lower strata must necessarily 
be worse still. I could select from the second and third 
guilds, more honest aad sensible men than from the firgt, 
because the latter can only be distinguiBhed from the former 
by their money-chest, or their BtUl more disgTisting^ arrygancflj 
while they are guilty of conduct which their inferiors would 
deapifie. Out of a quantity of serf peasants, in point of fact, 
it would be easier to select one honest man, than from an 
equal number of members of the guild. 

It may he asserted, in contradiction to my statement, that 
the Emperor Nicliolas, on making the well-known deposit of 
20,000,000 rubles in the fortress, publicly displayed peculiar 
confidence in the mer<jantile guild. Certainly, on this occa- 
sion the monarch again proved that his officials did not quite 
satisfy hira, and so be required more valuaUe quantities. 
But whether the eelection of deputies irom the tradesmeu 
emanated from peculiar confidence in this corporation, or 
whether the responeibility of this rich class was the motive 
for allowing them to share in the business, I leave others to 
decide. So many men, so many minds ; and each has a right 
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to his own opinion. In toany of the late Frencb geographers, 
the RuBsians are mentioned as a, peuple S, demi cimlisi. Ac- 
cording to German geographers, Russia must be connted 
among civilized nationa. I myself helieved so firmly, till I 
reached PolaBgen. 

The revenues of Bussia, owin^ to the magnitude of the 
army flo far esceeding tiie strength of the country^ are not 
sufficient to raise the pay of the officers and civil authorities 
to such a point that they can live upon them. One poor 
officer has to seek a dinner from an acquaintance \ others are 
supported by their richer comrades. In the army and in 
garrison, the private receives as yearly pay, nine rubles, forty- 
five kopecks Banco, or about eight Bhillings and gispence. 
The guardsman receives twelve rubles. To this pay Einat 
be added, flour and oatmeal ; but out of it, blacking, pipe- 
clay, and a few other matters must bo deducted. But before 
this wretched sum reaches tlie soldisT, much of it adheres to 
other fingora. For instance, he ought to receive three pounds 
of bread daily. He gets only two. Hence it is a common 
circumstance for eentrics over priBoaers to beg for the ftag- 
ments of bread tliey leave. Is it, then, surprising that the 
soldier Bteals ? nay, is it surprising that officers steal ? Was 
not an oflicer of the guards detected a few years ago pilfering 
in the Engliah magazine 7 And cannot Germany remember 
oases, where Euasian general officers, in a friendly country, 
and in families where they received only kindness, stole 
everything of value that they could lay their hands on ? 
Isolated instances I you reply. Yea, but they are not rare, 
and do you ever hear of euoh things among officers of other 
nationa ? It ia sorrowful enough, that in Russia every eye 
must be on the watch, as soon as a soldier enters the house 
or a room ; hut we cannot find fault with it, for it is notorious 
that on every levy of recruits the vagabonds are sent off, and 
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the army has been converted into a penitentiary for crimi- 
Eals. How many TchinovnikB have been sentenced for tliejr 
crimes to serve in the army, instead of being sent to Siberia ? 
The greatest Bins are committed In the Commissariat depart- 
ment. In it millions are annually stolen. This ia notorious ; 
and the Emperor Alexander bnintjed the officials of thie im- 
portant department for their dishonesty, by depriving them of 
their iiandsonie imiibrm and gold shoulder-belts, and giving 
them the ugliest in the army — the grey they at present wear. 
Any one acquainted with the family of a commissariat officer, 
best knows what those sent to buy flour at Nijtii or in the 
other governTOents, put in their own pockets. What wealth 
is derived from the great magazines everywhere uecpssarily 
established I What trouble the Finance Minister Cancrin 
gave himself, to introduce some regularity in this imjjortant 
branch of the service I He wrote a work in the Eussian 
language on the subject, after the Austrifiu pattern. But 
neither Emperor nor external pressure can force honesty into 
degenerate men. They steal in a grey uniform as they did 
in a green ; and what reward did Cancrin receive for his 
labours? The Eussians hung a committee of inquiry round 
his ne&k, which tormented him till 1820, His mainstay was 
the Emperor Alexander, who knew his integrity through 
Barclay de Tolly, and he placed him at the head of the most 
difficult of all the ministriee, in spite of the coramisBionB which 
inquired into hia character. 

Take any department, however, you please, you will iind 
that while nothing can be done without money, with it every- 
thing is easy. The Emperor NicholtiB gave his attention to 
the eradication of this venality. Eight years ago he raised 
the salaries considerably, in order to effect his object. He 
puni^ed every instance where the vice was incautiously ex- 
posed, Unfortunately, it was like trying to empty the Neva 
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witt a "backet. And even had te iocreaaed tbc salai-ies ten- 
fold, he eouM not have rooted up tlie evil, for it is based on 
inBatiable avarice. His grandmother liad been advised to 
increase the salaries, bnt sEe decHned, for slie foresaw tlie fruit- 
leBBnesg of Euck a step. At any rate, NicLolas I. kad good 
reasons for severer pnnistment than he inflicted. 

The division of the empire into governments, and the Con- 
stitution, have introduced a Eatrap-rulo. The Czar selects 
most of the general governors from his army ; the civil and 
vice-govemora are proposed to him by his ministers from the 
list of their favonrites. Each wifiheg to become rich ; and 
each brings tho requisite wisdom iuto his government. The 
tree of foi'tnne does not blossom twice ; so who would not 
take advantage of the first crop 9 How freqnentiy is an im- 
poverished si^ndthrift sent into a province — to recover him- 
self I And he does so ; and in a few years has acquired enongh 
to last hira his life, even if he hved to the age of Kethnselah. 

Let us asHiime, for instance, that the yearly pay is two 
thousand mhles Banco, or about eighty pounds ; though these 
are posts of a higher rank. From this sum the holder of the 
office must satisfy all his wants in an expensive city lifca 
Petersburg, and do so respectably. For five or six hundred 
nthlea ho could only have a wretched lodging of two rooms 
in a distfvnt quarter. To live on the remainder alone, although 
difGcnlt in Petersburg, is possihle for a moderate man. But 
he cannot live thus ; his ofSce, his social positioo, demand a 
greater outlay. His family feels perfectly the advantage of 
his position. His situation does not allow him legally to cany 
on another trade or profession. His wife's dowry is generally 
nil, or of slight amount, im it is not often that the daughters 
have any large amount of property — generally some fumitnre. 
Any one richly endowed with thia world's blessings does not 
come into these spheres. 
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And yet we see Ibis official living in fin elegant bouse with 
tie family, at a rental of fifteen hundred , two thousand and 
to ore nlhles. A servant, chamber-maid, male or female cook, 
sire in his pay, and cost altogether at least a hundred and 
fifty Tables monthly. The wife makes a brilliant appearance ; 
the datighter is educated in a private boarding-school at & 
thousand rubles per annun), or more ; the Bon the same. Two 
or even four hoiseB stand in his stable ; his equipage is bril- 
liant. Coachman and postilion must be well dresBed. The 
family gives feaete and is invited in turn. And all that on 
two thousand rubles salary^ and even in cases where the 
amount is less 1 The two thousand rubles have a wondrous 
power of reproduction. Money placed in a bank brings in 
four per cent. A houae brioga in more. A man buys one ; 
pays from fifty to a hundred thousand rubles ; and in order 
to defend himself against malicioua calumny, as if these mir- 
acles could not be effected with a pay of two thousand rubles, 
the property obtained is icflored. The house ia entered as 
the dower of the lady-wife, although eveiybody knows that 
her real portion consisted of a bed and a dozen chairs, and 
that her parents and relations live very poorly. 

Oh, how glorious it would be if a Tchinovnik could keep 
all the profits of his office for himself I But unfortunately ho 
must share them. The chief, the Becretaries, the head of the 
desk, this and that clerk, must also be remembered ; because it 
is with their aid that this miraculous increase of the two thou- 
sand rubles takes place. In consequence of these divisions, 
the active man is also justified in bewailing hia evil lot, 

"How are you, Kiril Autonovitch ; all right?" 

*' Badly, slowly." 

*' What is the matter with you ?" 

" No money. Bad times I " 

" Eiril Antonitch, you are joking." 
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" By Heaven, tbe times are bad [ All is dear ; beef at this 
monoent costs forty kopecks a ponEd. What do yon think, 
Franz Petrovitch, my housekeepiag costs me yearly?" 

" Why, Kii-il Aatonitcb, I fancy no small sum — eight thou- 
sand?" 

" Bless me, Franz Petrovitch, what are you thinking 
about?" 

'* Well then— ten tbousand?" 

*' Ha, ha, ha 1 I'd give you tivelve thousand if yon 
would keep my family for it, Five years ago I got oflf with 
eighteen thousand; but, by Heaven, it is always growing 
heavier. Just think, Franz Petrovitch, I have only twelve 
hundred rubles Banco salary, and not » kopeck more. By 
Heaven, I am often at my wits' end. I have two thousand 
rubles to pay for lodgings. I cannot be without a carriage. 
For myself I should only require a horse and drosky, but my 
wife must have two horses, and where there is enough for 
three, four can be fed. Franz Petrovitch, now you know how 
espenaive living is in Peterabnrg ; but oiir ministers do not 
think of that ; if they can only take care of themselves, we 
may nib along on twelve hundred rubles if we can. I declare, 
Franz Petrovitch, my servants cost me more. We havo 
lived vei'y economically ; my wife is a capital manager ; we 
began with nothing, and we have contrived to save ; but, by 
Heaven, life is now growing quite a burden 1 " 

Any one who has made a lengthened stay in RiiBsia must 
ofien have heard statements like these. 

There are offices with a yearly salary of a hundred and two 
hundred rubles. This salary tbe chief frequently puts in 
his own pocket, and the Tchinovnik cloea not get a frac- 
tion. Nor does he ask for it. But for that very reason the 
chief regards Lim with an eye of indulgence, and he takes 
full advantage of it, He has a drosky, a handBomely-dreBsed 
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family, uud leads a merry life. And tile greater ro^e he is, 
the more attentive the chief becomes to him ; he is declarud 
A useful man, most deserving, and of extraordinaiy talent. 
He is drawn nearer to them ; he pleases the daughter of some 
chief, and the ignoramus who ran away from school some ten 
yearH before, soon pUys his part as statesman. 

Pfter I. summoned an active lad from the street into the 
pastrj'-rooin. From the kitchen Mentchikoff mounted to the 
throne, placed Catharine upon it, and soon saw hia daug-bter 
the future Czarina. Such elevations were at that time a. 
rarity in Russia, But, since the reign of Alexander I., the 
Tehinoviiiks have spread marvellously ; — and now mippose 
we enter an office. 

In the first room we find & number of wriling-machincB, 
t'ither already in uniform or working their way up to one. 

"Has Ivan Ivanovitch, the Becretaiy, arrived?" 

" I don't know." 

'* le the director here ?" 

" I don't know." 

" Who is in the c?LanseUeri6 *" 

" I don't know." 

"Could r speak with the Stolonaichaltiik {head of the desk), 
Ivan Petrovitch?" 

" I don't know." 

Thig " I don't know" every one repeats, until & half tjilver 
rnhle or a blue note (five mbles) is placed in a hftnd, with 
the request — 

'* Have the kindness to call Ivan Ivanitch out for a mo- 
ment." 

" Directly, directly ! he'll he here in a minute." 

The clerk goes ; hut he does not return. One hour passes 
after the other, still he does not return. 

" Where is the gentleman gone?" 



191 



RKtIOLLEOTIONS Or RDSaiA. 



*' I don't know." 

" Wliat's the gentleman's name with whom I spoke ; lie 
was sitliug next to you ?" 

** I don't know ; I did not notice." 

" May I expect him back ?" 

" I don't know." 

A piece of silver is again pressed into a hand. 

" Would you Lavo tUc kindness to call Ivan Petrovitch?' 

" This minute I" 

The gentleman does not return ; but in lieu of him the 
recipieut of the first present. 

" Ivan Ivanitch had not a minute to spare ; he has just 
gxine out. Can I be of service to you ?" 

"I wished to ask him to prepare a complaint for roe." 

" Are you acquainted with him?" 

" No J my friend directed me to bim," 

" Oh, if it is nothing more than writing a plaint, I can do' 
that ftG well. What is the affair?" 

" A Bcamp owes me a hundred and fifty rubles, and will not 
pay. 

" Have you any receipt ?" 

" Yes ; this bill of exchange." 

" Show it. Do you know what ? It's too late to-day, 
leave the bill with me ; I'll write a plaint for you. Come to- 
morrow morning at ten, and I'll hand yon the form. I must 
copy the bill, hut I've no time now ; but, be assured, I'll g¥t 
you your money. I'll ahow the bill this day to the director — ^ 
he's very fond of roe." 

" Thank you. Then to-morrow at ten. Here, at this 
table?" 

*' Yea, on this chair I " 

The obliging man now whispprs in your oar— 

" You'll leave some money for my trouble and the stamp. 
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"How much?" 

" The stamped paper must be double, or two rubles ; I'll 
take only ten. But give me three blues, and I'll return you 
the difference to-morrow." 

*' I am sorry I have no blues ; I have only reds about me" 
(notes of ten rubles). 

" No matter 1 leave two of them, we'll settle to-morrow." 

I pay. Punctually at ten I am there. The gentleman is 
not present, nor does he arrive. 

" I have forgotten the name of the gentleman with whom 
I spoke here yesterday. Can you inform me ?" 

" I don't know ; I did not notice you." 

" But, pray call it to mind. You went yourself into the 
chancellerie to call Ivan Petrovitch." 

"I? I do not remember." 

" My God t I gave him a bill of exchange. You saw it." 

" I don't know." 

" He was to write a plaint for me." 

" I don't know." 

" Is he by chance in the chancellerie f" 

" I don't know." 

"May I go in?" 

"Go!" 

A large room. A multitude of long tables. Arm after 
arm busily engaged in writing ; no one looks up. 

" Could I speak with the secretary ?" 

" I don't know. 

"Is he not here?" 

" I don't know." 

"I am looking for a gentleman to whom I gave a bill 
yesterday, and he went into the chancellerie f" 

" I don't know. Come to-morrow ; there are several ab- 
sent to-day." 



196 



KECOLLECTIOKS UF RUSSIA, 



I i;ome to-morrow. The same result. On^ day I at last 
find tbe Tehinovuik. 

" I am glad you are come — 1 was quite sick of waiting. 
Your affair is settled, and all will go well f but I roust first 
speak witii you. At wiiat liour do you dine ?" 

" About tbree.*' 

" Well, 1 sh%all have finished here at three, so Til como 
straight to you," 

" Then 1 ehjdl expect you to dinner. You are sure to come? " 

" By Heaven I my word of houour I " 

He comes and enjoys hie food. Then : — ' 

" See here, this is the plaint. We are not allowed to do 
writing for our office ; but who would not gladly help a friend ? 
I did not dare, however, to copy it, for my hand would be 
reeogniBed, so 1 got an acquaintance to do it, and I settled it 
all with your two red notes. But we oouJd arrange the matter 
much more speedily. Would you not sooner lose a part of 
th^fium than h.ive a long process?" 

" Oh ] very willingly. But you said that the Director was 
very fond of you ? " 

*' Certainly t I spoke to him ; but he said that he could 
not trouble himself about such a trifle, I will settle the matter 
with the socretaiy ; I've spoken to lilm about it already. If 
you will g'ive him twenty*five rubles, yoii shall have your 
hundred and fifty within three days." 

*' I am Batifified. So you can give him the twcuty-flve 
rubles out of it." 

"That will not do. The secretary mnst^ in the first in- 
fltanoe, give ten rubles to the policeman — who will soon get 
the money for you — and the secretary will only keep ten 
rubles for himself, as he roust give me fivo for the recommen- 
dation. You see, then, that I only act out of friendship for yon." 

I yield to the sacrifice, I have got rid of fifty rubles 
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witliout advancing an inch. At least, I only know tEat the 
pliiint has been handed in, and matters proceed at their naual 
crawl. 

Now these were the actual experiences uf a foreigner who 
was not up to the tricks of the entplo^h. In five years he 
received, out of a hundred and fifty rubles, after deducting all 
the sacrifices and annoyances, eight rubles ! Everj'body must 
pay for learning. 

If you address any petition to a Court, to tiie Senate, the 
Government departments, Uprava, Supreme Court, Crituinal 
Court, &c., these functionaries are wat<jhing in the stairs 
find begging for a present. I appeal to all who liave had to 
do with a tribunal. We constantly come into contact with 
the hungry fellows, who stream in from the distant suburbs 
Jit nine iu the morning, to cheat God and man, in order that 
tliey may manage to live. 

One of these ravens, who eventually became a senator, and 
iiow owns liis stone house and funded money, which he lends 
out on interest — a rough, coarse animal — thus publicly boasts 
of his career : — ■ 

" My father spent nothing on my education. He is poor. 
I could only read and vmti. CabbagO'Soup was my daily 
food. I then received a clerk'e situation in the Senate. The 
salary was not much to boast of, but I soon knew my people. 
I became eeeretary ; and in the whole Senate there were only 
five of us who managed everything. All went on capitally. 
I only served a few yeans and I had, thank God, reason to 
be Batisfied. But now look at my relation, Ivan Vasilitch, he 
is also in the Senate, with twelve hundred rubles salary, and 
would starve with his family if I didn't Lelp him, because 
he's an ass — he doesn't understand how to support himself in 
his position ; he could make at least ten thousand rubles, 
but he wanta the head." 
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ThiB tborougt animal in n»ide of life and thinking, who 
was now reeting on bis laurels, was a member of the Senate ! 
But tliie wag not enough. In 1B34, be thrust bimself once 
again into a Sapreme Tribunal, under the presidency of a 
prince, merely, as he said biniBelf, because it contained the 
betit offices in the State, and be could guide the weak prince 
as be pleased. And this wretch, who was snpposed to main- 
tajn justice, and protect the property of widows and orphans, 
curses his honest father, and publicly brands bira with the 
grofiBGst insults because he is poor, and consequently, his son 
is ashamed of him. 

I have given a Bpscimea of the mass of Tchinovniks. 
Mutatis mulandiSf seek and you will find many more ! 

It is incredible what roguery these titled gentry will con- 
fees when tbey are unmaBked. A collegiate councillor lived 
en grand Seigneur, in the summer received his guests in 
an elegantly furnished, hired country-house. In 1845 his 
villany was exposed. For instance, he had swindled eight 
instrument-makera of their pianofortes, and sold them. When 
one of them threatened to give him in charge, he calmly replied, 
" If you dare to band in a. complaint, I will give up my situ- 
ation ftud take office in the police, and then you will get 
nothing at all." 

Suppose a father feels anxious to have his son educated. 
He spends hie money for the purpose, and send* hica to the 
University, After completing his studies, be has, however, to 
strive for promotion with the coarsest and most ignorant clerks. 
By uk^ise, all students of the law tnust first serve for three 
years in a department under the inspection of the Governor. 
Here he can make no uae of his acquirementsj, be forget* what 
he baa learned, and hue only to become acquainted with the 
usual routine, which every copyist knows. He is not only 
dependent on the good pleasure of the Governor, but also on 
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the favonr of the Secretary, the Stohnatxihalnik, ftnd other 
officials, and if he strives to be honest and will not acquiesce 
in tHe puLlic robbery, he is passed over — perhups dismissed as 
not fit for the service I In what manner these yonng men 
employ thei^r tliree years of prepiiration is clearly seen from a 
ppoclamation in 1844 : — 

" Astke reports sent in with respect to many of the etudents 
are not at all satiBfactory, his Majesty the Czar has ordered 
their ehiefs to announce to them his Imperial diapleasnre, in 
the presence of all the other officials, and to advise them to 
alter their mode of life for the h«tter." 

Or look at the nobility, wlio possess the right of fiUingf the 
governmental offices from their corps, In Atigiist 1844, the 
Minister of Justice reported various irreguhirities tliat had 
occurred in the Novgorod Court of Criminal Justice. Th© 
minister thereupon received orders iVom the Emperor to make, 
known hia dtspleastipe to the nobility of the whole empire, aa 
follows : — 

" With much grief his Majesty has learned from the report 
of the Minister, bow little the nobility strive to render them- 
selves worthy of that confidence which grants them the privi- 
lege of filling the most important governmental posts by an 
election from their own body. His Majesty will therefore, 
in fiiture, be compelled to withdraw this privilege, unless 
the nobility choose more conBcientious judges, deserving the 
respect of the body, and distinguish themselves by more meri- 
torious conduct." 

If the Emperor h compelled to stir up the hononr of the 
highest class in his empire by such public appeals, do we 
require any further proof of the utter corruptiuji of the admin- 
istration ? 

Those officials who are detected in an act of roguery, are 
dismissed, and their names branded with public disgrace. 
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ThiiB "we read — PetrofFski, secretary of the Governor-general 
of Wilna, is declared incapaljle of ever re-entering tlie Stato 
Berrice ; tbe SupTcme Fiscal Kul:>e, at Riga, is remoTed from 
his office, for detected nialversalions ; the Coimcillor Anis- 
eimoff, attached to tlie government of Pleukow, is excluded ^^ 
from the civil service by Ttnpt^rial command, being convicted^B 
of partiality, &c. ifec. Bnt will this extirpate the evil ? ^^ 

Every one who receives An appointment promising a rich 
harvest, knows that he must strifeo the iron while it is bot, 
because he will only enjoy the nsufnict for a few years, and * 
will have to make room for other reapers. He is even pre-^Bl 
pared to have his dismissal accompanied by the brand of^^ 
expulsion fram the pcrvice. No matter 1 the dainty dish 
before him le too seductive. I know an iuBtnTice, where a 
Stflte-coancillor stole too impudently, and boldly displayed 
the fniitfl of his plunder in magnificent buildings ; so that 
the Emperor noticed it, and convinced himself of the tre- 
mendous fraud. It cost the guilty man nearly the whole of 
his plunder, in order to escape Siberia. But his hopes of re- 
paration were not !ost; and within a year the State-councillor, 
by the help of a friend who had been appointed Minister in 
the interim, was made vice-governor of a province I 

The Imperial council is composed of honest men ; and the' 
Imperial family has members in it. And yet a chief secretary 
of this highest council was expelled for embezalement ; and 
things occasiooally happen, of which our simplicity would 
never have dreamt. 

In the Senate repose thoae generals who can no longer 
eit tiprig-iit on their boruBS at a review. The Senate, for many, 
is tiie H6pital des Invalides, One need only hear tlie public 
voice in Peteraburg, to find out what confidence ia placed in 
it. Advocates have entered into arrangements with the six 
secretaries of the varioiia boards, to pay them five shillings per 
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oeut., so that tbeif causes tasiy cot be shelved to all eternity ; 
Itut tliey liave not the boldness to liint a wiah for tlieir final 
decision. Tlie government of Petersburg has been long 
branded in public opinion, for the vemility of its Jegioa of 
offifinlB. Two years ag;o, a person tried to give a TcUinovnik 
in the Lombard his silver thanks for a service. He returned 
the money with the words, " You are mistakeD, if yon fancy 
this is the Pravlenie." In the Lombard there is something 
to catch, better worth fishing for. 

The wish of the Emperor Nicholas to check venality, vaa 
Btronger than that of hia predecessor. In his reign, offices 
were cleansed, altered, or entirely aboliEhed, and the em- 
pkiyis, on the siipposition tLat they were all worthlcfis fel- 
lows, lefl to starve. Tims the whole first department of the 
Supreme Court waa treated eix years back. Presidenta, coun- 
cillors, secretariea, clerks, all those who had lived on the acts 
of injuEtice they had cominittod, may still be seen wandering 
about in search of employment. Their sins are visited on 
tlieir familicB. Many, however, contrived to sneak into otlier 
tifSces. 

" Harsh, harsh 1" exclaims compaBsion, when the lot falls 
upon ono in a band of culprita, who, though gni!ty, has not 
Baved enough to live on the proceeds of his criminality. But 
any coiiipassion ;fi out of place here. The villany that occurs 
ia horrifying. The whole brood must be treated unmercifully. 
How many millions are ruined in cold blood by these State 
leeches ! how many virtuous families hurled into the abyss of 
misery I how many millions of rubles stolen fram the Crown 
with an nnbhiKhing' front 1 What precautionary meaaures 
must not the Emperor employ, in order to feel certain about 
the accomplishment of his orders ! I ask the people of Peters- 
burg, whether they do not know that senatore and other 
ma^ates have been sent with hundreds of thousands of 
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rtil*l«B by the Czar into the governmeTitfi, to alleviate the 
Ciisting starratiot), while the province saw little or none of 
the money ? Why is it so great a rarity in KoBsia, for any 
high dignitary to l*e lauded for He honesty ? 

The Emperor NicholaiS, with the assistance of his Minister 
FioRnce, cert^nly encceeded in establishing mtuations, the 
boldera of which could live on their salary, and support their 
families, if reason bridled luxury ; jnst aa well as the poor 
honest officer can get tbrongh life with many privation^ 
BO might the civilian, if there were the same feeling of 
honesty iti this caste, A fearful, ineradicable vice here 
meets onr view. I have known officers whose aciiuaintance 
WBH a pleasure^ and I have found tbem fiill of the mo&t 
cjialted sentiments. They joined the civil service. In a 
short time, who could recognste them ? The most im- 
pudent venality had assumed the place of honesty. But I 
knoWj too, among these men, si^jme who firmly adhered to 
virtue. One, for instancej was appointed to the Customs. 
lie could not follow the prevailing fashion. Within a few 
months, he said to me, " I have sent in ray resignation ; such 
vllSany robs a man of biu honour — I would sooner live on a 
dry enist." And accordingly, the worthy man is now starv- 
ing, but universally respected. He is a German, Russians I 
do not accuse ine of partiality ! I should he only too glitd to 
name similar instances among yourselves ; but this virtue I 
found among you to be a rara aivs indeed 1 When I saw 
men eondeianod to the knout and the hardest labour for lifo 
in Siberia^ for a few forged bank notes or fiilver rubles, I felt 
horry for them, wliile I knew and was furious at the thought, 
tliftt this or the other grandee, judge, or clerk, was dishonour- 
ing and torturing Crown, justice, families, and individuals 
with impunity. Perhaps the former had not yet cheated any 
one j or perhaps the bitterest want had tempted theia. The 
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property, and cbeats 
in confederacy with 



latter fills hiB pockets with stolen 
systematically, partly alone, partly 
there. 

When I saw a miserable wretch tied to the &oggwg-post ; 
when the lacerating whip wbiBtled tlirough the air, and the 
knout-master, himself one of the worart criminals, walked 
slowly round the condemned man after every How, to in- 
crease the tortnre ; when the yells of the unhappy wretch 
rose to Heaven for mercy — then I could but gnasii my teeth 
at Eussian jnstice, and curse it as a mockery. 

When the Emperor Nicholns, at the commencement of his 
reign, himself unexpectedly visited the offices, and inquired into 
matters, vice was alarmed, and terror waa depicted legibly on 
the foreheads of many. But for all that, vice ivas not extir- 
pated. About that time, a suppliant for justice ajjpeared in the 
Senate, and tried to explain the aflfair to a secretary privately. 
He was not a little Burprised, when the man, notoriously not 
the most honest of hie tribe, said loudly and angrily — " I 
have no secrets ; what you have to say, say openly." it was 
done. " I doubt," opined the secretary, " whether you will 
succeed in your cause ; it appears to me not well founded." 
By the advice of a friend of the secretary, the clieuL tried 
to approach nearer, and to thnist a note for two hundred 
rubles into his hand. *' Sir," said the eecretary, publicly 
showing the notes, " what do you mean ? What do you 
take me for ? Uo you fancy I am a aconndrel ? Do yon 
know the punishment for attempting to bribe an officer of 
the Senate ? I could ruin you if I denounced you — for are 
you aware that you would be sent to Siberia ? I pardon you, 
but blnsh for yourself; your cause is undoubtedly rotten — 
here, take baok your money, and do not forget yourself so a 
second lime." He threw down the money angrily. Who 
more terrified than the client^ for he had only obeyed the 
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public opinion, and tbe advic« of tlie secretary's friend ? He] 
■went Btraigbt to tbe latter, and told him what had occurred. 

"I nnderetand," tlie advisiei' femarked, "why my finend 
received you with so much displeasure. You are not the only 
one to whom this has liappened lately. He, as secretary, 
must tie more circumspect than ever ; bat, believe me, he I 
will make up for liis apparent brutality toward you. By six 
o'cloclv he will have finished his after-dinner nap — at that 
time you will find him alone j visit him at his own house, and 
I pledge my word, you will discover tliat you have made no , 
mistake." 

The client did so. The Becretary was just rabbing his 
eyes when the visitor entered. Witli a cheerful greeting h« 
hurried to meet him : *' I am very glad to see yon nt tnyj 
house — let us be seated. 'What an idea yon must have formed] 
of me this morning 1 I know that, as a sensible roan, you I 
will understand me, when I confeBB to you that we secretaries 
linve a very difBcult part to play. Yon have perhaps heard 
with what severity every trifle is pnnished. You can scarcely 
imagine how we have to gnard against spies and rivals. I 
knew firom my friend that you had a petition. It seemed 
natural that I should back you, and I was obliged the more t« 
protect you and myself, as I knew that a senator was in the 
adjoining room. In consequence, I avoided any whispering, 
and even partly proved you to be in the wrong. When yoit 
tried to put some notes in my hand, I saw thiit a clerk waa 
watcbing me. There was nothing left for ma to do, but 
openly to denounce your attempt to brihe me. By that we 
both g-aitied, Nfi one can reproach me for it, and your affair 
is secure, I will take care that you shall succeed." He 
now thanked his client for the two hundred rubles witb all 
the greater humility, to make up for liis former brutality. 

Tbe beat sinerarea in all the departments are the secre-j 
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tarysliips. Tlie management of all the linsinuss iiassee 
through the hsmda of these genti-y, and thej Hit! ihe more 
important, beeaofie, though the head and members are fre- 
quently changed, they are jiermanent ; and the rotitliie heiii » 
Btrange to the new-comers, they tiike the opinion of the 
secretary. The first rule for all who have a petition to hand 
in is, couseqncntly, to gain the secretary over to theii' cause. 
He attends to all. He receives the victims In a mass, is not 
backward in asking, divides the plunder properly — ^upwards, 
downwards, and Bidewaye — forgets himself least of all — in 
fcbort, WB have only to imagine a spider's web strong enough 
to hold everything which is caught in it 1 

1 have already stated that even the veiy liiweat TcLin- 
ovuiks have opportumties to satisfy their cravings. I could 
mention countless acts of emhezzlement. ** Only tell me," I 
once asked one of these State-piUars, '*liow you, without 
fortune, can live on this wretched salary." 

" Oh I I nonage it. When I get up, I drink, instead of 
lea and caft'ee, a glass of corn-brandy. Perhaps 1 do not 
know where to get money for my day's living ; but God is 
sure to give me something. By eleven or twelve I am cer- 
tain to have got a breakfast out of some one who had a peti- 
tion to hand in ; and, by three o'clock, enough tu keep me for 
a day." 

Nine years later I was talking to a friend on the Nevski 
Perspectiv, when an elegant ciuriage drew \\p to the p«.ve- 
ment. A Tchinovnik and a lady got out. They walked 
towards me. It was the same man who, nine years before, 
did not know in the morning where to get his dinner. 

" Whither away in this handsome carriage?" 

" Do you like it ? — it is mine." 

" Nonsense I" 

" By Heaven !^t ts tnie. This is mj wife." 
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A magnificent footman invited me to dinner on the next 
Sundsiy. I went, to satisfy my curiosity. The house corre 
aponded with the carriage. The man had bought a coach- 
man iind two girls ; had Lis card -party every evening, and 
lived in great style. And he owed it?— to his wife, whom 
a SEitrap had titrtied out of his harem, with & good sitaation 
far her huBbaud when she found one. 

Who ia that jnst driving past ? Aignillettes on the box — 
Aiguill«tte3 behind. Glietening orders descend from the 
carrift^e. The gentleman's manner reveals his importance, 
A CJinister? Not exactly; but, in his own ideaB, something' 
between the Emperor and heir-apparent. Hia history is 
curious. He was born, and took a wife. The wife had an 
aunt, a cook. The cook found favour in the sight of a mag- 
nate, and the magnate took the cook for his spouse. The 
femalo magnate took her niece into her immense maneion. 
There the niece lived with her quiet little husband ia a dark 
room, with iron g^ratings, and helped her aunt to feed turkeys. 
The great man became an ex-great man. But, as he had 
been a great and a clever man at the same time, he was rich 
— his money had now to he taken care of. During the 
process, the husband of the nietis displayed considerable 
talent. He learned how to collect rents aud keep accounts. 
The great man fell sick ; bis will was di-awn up, but not 
signed. His heir was a nephew of hia own n»me. The bus- ^J 
baod of the niece had, however, quietly prepared another will. ^H 
On a certain night, on which the sick man was preparing to ^H 
depart, he demanded his will that he might ai^n it. The 
niece's husband guided his hand. The same night the mag- 
nate died. The nephew went empty away ; but the husband 
of the niece suddenly became landowner and capitalist. The 
world waa now before bitn where to choose. The nephew 
made a fearful disturbance ; bnt, &c. 
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There !« a g^encral rii&b to tbose depai-tments whidi produce 
the best harvest. Tlie Pinancea, Castome, Hospitals, Steward- 
ships in public buildings Banks, Crown-lands, nnd other 
fields, are known never to yield a poor crop. Neither power, 
nor the Iraperia! family, nor friend, nor rich, nor poor, nor 
the property of widows and orphans, is spared. The sword of 
Damocles hangs over their Leads by a thread. No matter ! 
courage, my boys! it will affect only one in four thousand. 
And what if it does strike ns t we tnnst not content ourselves 
Tcith stenling a trifle — only the foo!s do that. The plunder 
mnpt protect ns from Siberia, the Can casus, or the array, and 
afterwards to loave us enough to live on as gentlemen. 

"What do you fancy I have already sacrificed?" I was 
.i?iked by a liindoiviier, who wished to rob a neighbour of an 
adjoining- farm, heeauBe that neighbour was poor and he rich. 
*' Here, convince yourself from this cone Rpon den ce," JTow 
hy it I found that the net proceeds of bribery h&d amounted 
to thirteen thousand rublf s I 

The sale of justice h regulated by no settled tariff. It is 
certainly usually paid for in money, but it generally depends 
on the requirements of the seller. One offers his lionour, 
another his sister, another his wife, another a process, docu- 
ments, a sitnation, or serfs. The bargain is not stmck directly ; 
the fellows are frequently too impudent, but there is regular 
chafFeriufj as in a market-pkce. I know the wife of a Stale- 
coimcillor who sold her own daughter to a aatrap, in order to 
gain a trial. This same dehaucM dared to demand from an 
honest father the honour of hi."? beautiful daughter, aa the 
price for a vemJict in a, righteous cause. The father preferred 
to die in poverty. 

The convictions of an official are often bought at a cheaper 
rate than a coat or a commode. But there are also horribly 
iiigh prices. A German bought a bouse on the Petersburg 
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side. Before he could guard against it, Easaiati trt<;kery haJ 
got him firmly in its clutcbea. He had hought Iho hou 
described ns No. so and so. It was now discovered that th 
house was inscribed under two numberB, and consequently th 
Government official wished to deprive him of half of it. A^ 
law-suit was inevitable. At this moment an offi?r wns made 
to destroy the old document for five hundred rubles, and in- 
terpolate a new one in the purcbasor's favour. Fiat justtlia f 
This was a "ood deal to give for nothing (it all. I know an 
instance where Uir purchase- money exceeded a hundred thoii- 
sand rubles. The Btnry is not uninteiiealing. I will relate it 
concisely. 

T came home one night later than usual. " Sfetite-coiui- 

cillor X- has been here ; and ho waited abcjve two hours 

for you. A great misfortune has happened to him, and he., 
prays, for Heaven's sake, that yo« will haaten to him." 

"Horees to the door!'' I hastened to the estate, I flrrived' 
after midnight. All was silent, A servant gently whispered, 
" The master has hiin down, hut ordered that he should bo 
waked when yon arrived." I hurried up the stains. The 
rouncillor came to meet me. wrapped in a long white cloak. 

"Oh, it is ynu, toy dear fellow! I heard a carriage; 
thought it was the vehide to bear me to Siberia." 

Trembling in every limb, he tbrew himself silently in my 
arms. All my questions were unanswered. He wept so 
terribly that I was much moved. At length Ida tongue was 
loosened, 

" God, what a misfortune t A greater was never experi- 
enced in Rujsia. I am ruined ; my property is lost ! Ah, and 
many in Petersburg and elsewhere ar« mined with me ; the- 
misfortune is incalculable. My poor children . . * ," 

He tore his hair, and for a while I heani nothing 
Bobs. 
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" Bill tell me what is the mattoi-. 1b there no chance of 
saving- you ?" 

" No ; all is lost I No hope of safety remaina 1 In toy 
terror I certainly drove to your houise, because yon arc the 
only man in whom I place confidence ; hut treachery ie watch- 
ing everywhere — yon cannot help me. It ib too late ; every 
instant I expect to he carried off to Siberia." 

" Take courage, and tell rae what has happened." I now 
learned that the State-councillor had bees the greatefit smug- 
gler m Russia for many years I — that a large eBtahliEhmont in 
a maritime town was hJa property ; and that the peraon who 
managed the business, and was its ostensible head, had already 
escaped to England, The largest houses in the empire were 
conapromised. The estate was on the Bea-hoard. The ships 
landed their cargoes there, and they were immediately bidden 
away. Cellars, barns, granaries, were filled with them. Now, 
after this extraordinarily produotivo biisinesB had been carried 
on for years successfully, It had been at last betrayed- A 
courier had already brought the newa that tlae reviaor wais 
coming to make a seizure, and the police were on the road to 
arrest the councillor and carry him oiF. 

*'And will you be caught here like a sheep, while you 
haves time to save youreelf? Dress yourself; you must not 
be foimd at the outset, — and then something can he done fur 
you." 

*'I thought of that, but I should only augment the evil, and 
compromise the most respected famjlies. It la too late ; ruin 
has overtaken, me. My peasants are spiteful, and do not love 
mo ; the adjoining nobiltty hate me ; no one would take on 
himself the riak of conceahng me. Flee ? whither ? there is 
jio vessel here, and the nearest port is watched. On land, I 
am known at every station far and wide." 

I may remark here, that the State- councillor had been a 
B 
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severe master to hh serfft, and by tik brutality h&d lost all his 
firiendB. 

" Why do you talk of Siberia ? " 

" Bead this letter, which the courier gave lae," 

" Yes, that certaialy looks bad, bat — dress yourself, I'll 
get you off." 

" I dare not accept your assistance, for I should espose yon 
to the greateet danger." 

"But your children ? Do you \riah aover to see them 
again?" 

*' Oh, my unhappy children ! Well, I will dress myself." 

" When do you imagine the police can be here ?" 

" In three or four hours." 

'< Well then, no deUy 1*' 

Fear had quite unnerved the strong man. He could no 
stand. I led him to a bed. 

" EeBt for an hour, There is still time." 

" Take the keys of nay coromode, act in my etead : I am 
dying," 

With these words he fainted. I left his faithful Bervant 
with him. 

Anything resenihling a paper, I tied up together, and carried 
to a room on the ground-floor. It belonged to the tutor. " I 
hope," I Eaid to him, " that you wHi take care of ihe ohil 
dren." 

" No, no, that does not concern me. I shall leave th 
boHse directly. I will not be a Bufferer." 

'* What, in Heaven's name, have you to apprehend ? No- 
thing, 80 remain quiet. No one wil! hurt a hair of your bead : 
who could be so unchristian, as not to lend a hand to the 
unfortunate ? But I do not even want you to do that, but, 
for the present, keep watch over the children, I will then 
seo what is to be done," 
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I wae standing talking to this man, when, to my horror, a 
coach with four horses drove up to the door. Ou the box 
Bat a corporal ; behind, a private. The captain of the rural 
police and another unifono came out. I was standing in the 
midst of the dangerous papers. With all my strength, I pulled 
down a shelf of books belonging to the coward, from the wall, 
so that the books fell over the papers and concealed them. 
The door opened. The captain, an a;C<iuaiti£ance of mine, 
thrust his head in. 

" Hallo 1 good momuigi what are you doing here bo early?" 

" I am on a Yisit- I was juat climbing up on a shelf to 
take down a book, and the whole lot fell upon me." 

" Who lives in this room?" 

'* This gentleman, the tutor." 

" Indeed ! where ia the court-councillor?" 

" I fancy he's aBleep." 

We went up stairs. The couDcillor tottered toward us, 
pale as death. 

*' Sir CJooncillor, I have orders to deliver you to this gen- 
tleman, and the guard." 

" I obey I " he answered in a hollow voice. He could say 
no more. He stood like an image of marble. 

" Surely, gentlemea, you will allow the councUlor a few 
hours to recruit Lib sti-ength — he is extremely eshaueted ; and 
I daresay you would yourselves bo glad of refreshment?" 
suggested I. 

" I have the strictest orders : we dare not delay, so dress 
yourself, sir, as quickly as poBsihle. Pray make haste." 

The children were awakened. The half-dead man was 
dresfied. Not a word escaped his lips ; be was led along as 
if lifeless. The children now came, the eldest ten years old. 
The father gave way to a flood of burning tears. Who could 
refrain from sympathizing with him ? 
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" Mr. Z- ," the father turtied to the tutor, " I leave tftcfla 

little ones in your charge; do not desert them. I iatrnst 
them to you till eome arrangement can he made." 

" Sir," the heartless man replied, " 1 leavo your house tbie 
moment ; intruat your children to whom you please, I shall 
not stop and expose myself to danger." 

" Heaveii& I " the father sohbed, ** why cannot I die thig' 
moment ? I am now utterly wretched — who will look after 
my children?" 

•' Be comforted," I replied, " the children aie mine; I 
take them to my home." 

He embraced me. 

" Now I am perfectly at case." 

He tottered down the stidrs. More tiEses, and then he got 
into the carriage, under the firm conviction that he would^ 
never revisit his estate, or see his children again. 

Before the Captain joined him, ha took advantage of a roo-1 
ment and whispered to me t '* I am glad to find a friend in. ! 
thia unbounded misery. The day after to-morrow, punctually 
at twelve, I shall he here to make an inventory and set my 
seals. I cannot come sooner. So, farewell 1" 

The words acd the squeeze of the hand were sufficient for 
me, HJ8 sympathy was of the greater value, as the councillor 
waa rather on unfriendly terms with him. Thia humane 
example gave me fresh courage. By means of a messenger I 
imraediateTy wrote to a worthy man, who was a neighbour 
of the coUQcillor's, and also on iinfrienilly terms with him* In 
a few worda I explained to him what had happened, said that 
I trusted in his magnanimity, anil anxiously awaited him. 
Without the loss of a momcDt he arrived. His orders were 
Bent off to the estate. All the peasants hurried up with carts. 
Another nohleman in the vicinity also aided tia in the aama 
way. Day and night they loaded and carried off. The coa- 
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tenia of two wine cellars alonej filled all the vehiclea of a Jarge 
estate diiriDg an entire night. Still we had nearly nm Ehort 
of waggons, for the hyperborean peasants had managed to 
mate acquaintance with the splendid Bhenish on the route. 
More than half a day was thus lost. The most espcnsive 
horeea, the best carriagee, all that wag valnahle, were remoTed. 
Not a trace of smuggling was to be found. Not to excite 
any suBpicion, the furniture was left. By eleven o'clock on 
the third day all was secured. At twelve the Captain came. 
The inventory was taken, and the seals attached. 

Here, 1 let the curtain fall. It is enough to know that the 
court- councillor was not taken straight to the promised land, 
but that he was firHt Euhjected to an examination. In this, 
Bnssdan justice decided. The court-councillor was acquitted, 
and placed once more in posBession of all his property. But 
he did not escape entirely without puniehment — he suffered 
a penalty, at which hnmanity shudders, which makes our 
hair stand on end^he — I almost htBitate to copy the sentence 
— he was declared to have forfeited the Imperial Enssian title 
of " court-councillor," and was only allowed to subscribe him- 
self *' councillor." 

Court-coancillor, councillor, and cause, lie in their grave. 
The grass has grown over all. No one can be injtired by mj 
anecdote. I only wished to famieh a Bpeciinen of EuBSian 
juBtice, and to prove that it is never too late to hope. 

What embezzlements are committed in all the sea-towna, 
under favour of the CuBtom-house 1 In Riga, entire cargoes 
were landed in what is termed the red Dtina. The same took 
place above Eeval. Not very long ago, a schooner laden with 
yarn, the export of which was severely prohibited, sailed down 
the Neva past Petersburg and Croiistadt, with the privity of 
H the publicans and sinners, and put to sea. 

L 
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ineuranee society, which, without receiving any payments, Is 
liahle for every flaw and hitch. The Russian merchantB, 
namely, are bound to serve aB members of the tribunals. 
Every three years new persons are eelected. No opposition 
IB of the slightest avail, every bearded trader must put on » 
ntiiform, gird on a eabre, and nod yes or no, for three years. 
Then he rests three other years, and subjects himself to a 
fresh election. The clever poor man is not chosen, hut always 
the rich. Why ? Because his property must answer for any 
embezzlement detected in the office. X know merchants who 
felt the effects of their official tenure twenty years after. 
The compulsory offioea most feared are those in the Courts of 
Guardianship. I knew many men who paid five thousand 
rubles in order to escape from them, and be attached to 
other offices. The magistracy is composed, in addition to 
{(ecretaries and clerks, of these animals who listen to what 
is settled between the secretary and the burgomaster. Tins 
chief is also a merchant. Connexions and interest cause 
persons to be frequently selected for this office, whose shops 
are sealed up for cheating. Grostinoidvor could furnish a more 
detailed explanation on this head. The burgomaster receives 
a good salary, and has an opportunity to recover liiniiself when 
his affairs look queer. 

Eussia is an immense district, composed of various nations 
and tribes, from the Germajj provinces as faf as the Kara- 
gasses, in the north-east of Siberia. All differ in origin, 
manuerB, education, and character ; there is no affialty among 
them. Hostile elements, idiosyncrasies like the Finn, Estho- 
nian, Livonian and Russian, Cossack and Little Russian, 
Pole and Eusaian, can never unite under one law of brotherly 
love. 

Now for an instance, how law and Jegislators can be 
at vftriance ; and how the suppliant for justice can he driven 
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from pillar to post. During the wmter of 1842, ati Imperial 
^oom thonght proper to order a poor wklow who lived in Lis 
house to quit the next day. The tenant appealed to the law^ 
esiating in Petereburg, that the landlord, on giving notice, 
must allow his tenant eight daye to look for another resi- 
dence. " His money and his house," he said, " were his laws ; 
he wanted no other." The widow would gladly have left, in 
order to avoid any dispute with the Tchinovnik, whose educa- 
tion Bmelt too strongly of the stahle ; but she could not directly 
find a lodging that suited her. The same day the groom 
had the doors and windows removed, and the poor woman 
was obliged to live aJmost in the street during the eight days. 
Should she seek protection from the town-police ? It is well 
known in Petersbujg that the policemen, especially the Nad- 
sir ateh, regard themselves as in the pay of the householders. 
She therefore preferred to put np with the cnielty, till sho 
found a lodging. She waa proceeding to remove her furniture, 
when ihe groom was guilty of a fresh piece of tyranny. He 
seized on everything of any value, and demanded sin exorbi- 
tant rent for the dajra during which she had lived without 
doors or windows. He forgot himself so mueb, while employ- 
ing the most horribio language, that the woman thought it 
best to leave his house, and seek justice from a higher autho- 
rity. Illness preven::ed her from sending in her plauit for two 
months ; but then ^he handed it to the head of the police, 
according to established regulations. The charge was allowed 
to he well grounded, and was sent to the Uprava to examine 
and settle. A whole year elapsed, with continued entreaties 
for a settlement : constant promises were made, hut nothing 
was done. There was a second law in favour of the plain tifiF, 
that no landlord is allowed to distrain without the presence of 
the police. This had been the case here. Undoubtedly the de- 
fendant had made hJ^ sacriBce, for he remtdned in undisturbed 
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poflsesaion of the property, wtuoli was worth, ftboye one thoa 
land mbiea. 

After ten montlia the plaintiff obtained the first tjecision. 
It was, •* That she had delayed heyond the time allowed for 
the competency of this tribunal before handing in her plaint, 
and she mnet now go to another eonrt," So ihen, instead of 
the plaint having been immediately dismisseJ on account of 
the delay, it had been received by two offieers, and dragged 
its Blow length iilon^. Before what court mnat she now 
bring her plaint ? Tbe tTprava had diamiseed it with the ex- 
cnae of incompetency. Bnt the law qiioti?d said no more 
than, " The complainant must apply to that co\irt which ig 
competent to decide these matters," Tie plaintiff conse- 
quently applied 'to the Uprava, and begged for information- 
She received intiraotion that the law decided nothing, and 
consequently no competent tribunal could be indicated to her, 
aa that was not the busiae^ of the Uprava. With further 
expense, and by accidents, she theu applied to the Govemor- 
general. Fortvine was so far favourable to her, that he did 
not reject the petition. But what occurred? He sent the 
afikir for examination and decision to the same office, the 
Uprava, as the competent tribunal. la 184i — for all her 
countlcBS appeals, her loss of time, her trouble and expeofle — ^the 
plaintiff had not been able to obtain the ilightest satiafaction. 
Thua law and judges conspire against the best-founded cause. 
In this instance a robbery had been committed, not on the 
highway, bnt openly in the capital. Tlie bandit is hanged ; 
bnt the Imperial official langhe at the law. 

Bnt we will only allade to oircTimstflnces clear as noon- 
day. 

The law preachea " toleration of creeds." What does the 
Roman Catholic Church in Euasia say to this ? " Stipnla- 
tiona and privileges must bo maintained irrevocably." What 
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do the Baltic proyiuces think of this? "No one m^ist 
attempt to make proselytes," The Jesoits were expelled for 
it ; but why are the Eussian popes left to their own devices ? 
The nkaBe against games of hazard was renewed with the 
greatest severity by Nicholas I. But where are the hells 
now open ? In the salootis of the mighty, in the pooma of 
the small fry, in the Winter Palace, from garret to cellar, in 
every society, of noble and ignoble Tcbinovniks, of long and 
short popee' and merchacts' l>earda. Not only is the yellow 
glittering metal staked on the sis or ten, hut human beings 
aa well 1 

" Why do yoTi not play to-night?" 

•' I have no money." 

" I saw a pretty maid-servant at your house, I'll stake two 
hundred rubles against her." 

" Done 1 I put her on the knave." 

" The knave losea 1" 

The daughter is followed by the father, by the who]© 
family. What doea the iikase enjoin ? " Beware of brib- 
ing I" In what office is it kept? The law eays, "All the 
subjectSj without difForcnce of creed, are hound to aid in the 
defence of the fatherland," Jews, Mabometans, and Pagans 
are driven together as recmlts; bat in the Greek temples, 
once a year, all are solemnly and fearfully cursed from the 
altar, who do not belong to the Greek confession. 

The law did not hliish, when it said, in 1839, " Although 
EuBsia has always understood by rubles, silver rubles, and 
conseqaently the Imperial notes in circulation eince the 20th 
June 1800, could only have referred to eilver rubles ; still 
from this time forth, this silver valae will cease, and the 
Imperial notes shall only be paid off ia paper rubles," — that 
18, for a note of twenty-five rubles, only seven and a half 
would he paid, although the Crown really received twenty-five 
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for these notes, and paid them away as such. The State 
treasury owed its subjects above six hundred million rubles 
on these notes. Make your own calculation. 

But a description of all the oppression and injustice practised 
by the Russian Bureaucracy would lead us too far. The in- 
stances we have quoted, however, will give us a just reason 
to thank our stars that Bussia is not our native land. 
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TttB POLICE SYSTEM. 

The datigen of lumiaily In BiMs(i^-<JrgftTiiiattQii of iha poUea— A Wand Kt Onuit— 
Anecdoloa at tb« potieo— The lovriir otdslt. at paUe»— A sUgbt tnittulce-^Trestmeal uf 
an EngUatimBii— The poliwi u murderen — Crlfflinal amietlcs^Tiie Inn pockec^boob 
— K« moiiay ratnmfl4— Inefllciuncy rf tbs law — Tha tsblet Cumed — Th« lerj &iid Itc 
CodaeiiiteDces — A frandul^at debtot — Tho pick of tho mwkel — Bujwiwi bintaJity — 
PubUc lD(lec«ocy — T reitmont of priaonern — 'The jjntslarjncrit — This third Kctlnn nf 
(belmpgrinl chHncetJ — Ej[iioilage— Count Batdesodtirf— Dolaotlumjf a. spy — Tliebller 

vUt— BeblDil iibe »cotio9— Spies eterywliero to bo found — ImpriBonoifitit of Pemet — 
Tli«PaU*lt nunpalen — Vedi, aicaitae fa4a! — W&Ui baTO ean — ^Cantmbatid bmoki — A 
ptsrdlui aaftA — The EmjiraM ■ democrat — The WmnBW deputation— {taaAsmtlon bt 
pspWB— Tie Iniparml gloemry^OpflttUig lotlen. 

We will now tarn to tho flower of the Tchinovnik caste — 
the police. 

I really believe that there is nothing in the world more 
disgusting than tho Riiifisian police and their polite attention. 
You replj- that you will be oa your guard against them. I 
advise you to he 30, But suppoBe you find a frozen man in 
the enow. If you haye a heart in your body, will you not 
try to save him ? Tea, Well then, you are caught I The 
police uet IB around yon. " Lock him up t very probably he 
murdered the man 1 " For in Russia the juridical Bentiment 
provailB, " QuiUbet prcBsumitur vuilus." Do not think I am 
jcstiDg or exaggerating. 

A musician from. Berlin, was engaged at the PeterBburg 
theatre. He was not yet acquainted with the moral custome 
of the residence, which ordained that he should walk quietly 
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past & dead, or apparently dcEid, matt, as unconcernedly as if 
he were a epaiTOw Beised witli apoplesy. He was still qmte 
tlae German Saroaritan. During- tlie first winter of his exis- 
tence in tLe marvellous city, be was walking homeward, jnst 
at midnight, across the exercising ground of the Seminoff 
regjmeot, KoWj you must know that a Petersburger, whom ex- 
perience had rendered more cautioEs, would never have dared to 
pass tbiB extensive square at so late an hour, because it is not 
very uncommon for well -meaning, civilized inhabitants of the 
capital, to tear the clotbea from their fellow-citiaeaa' backs on 
thiB desert, or even occasionally to beat them to death. The 
Berlin Samaritan tad, in fact, not gone very far, when he 
stambled over a man lying in the snow. He might be dead, 
or it might be possible to recall him to life ; in either case 
the humane man thought it his duty to summon assistance. 
He cried, he shouted, No one came. He then walked across 
the whole square, until he reached the watchbox between the 
Moscow police-office and the Simin Mansion, He was an- 
aoquainted with the Kussian language. By signs, he made 
himself understood. A second gendarme accompanied him 
to the spot. Both carried the frozen body into the watchbox. 
The Samaritan felt in hia pockets, and rewarded the two 
soldiers, to cheer them on in their labours. Then he pro- 
posed to go home. But the watchmen thruat biia hack 
into the guardroom with the body* He was obliged to stay 
there the whole night tliroagb. In the morningj he was led 
to the policeman's office. At this place^ he was kept several 
hours, uatil he was taken to the police-office at ten o'clock. 
He a^t among a number of low criminals. At last he was 
examined by a German. The result was a declaration, that, 
although he might be very probably innocent, the affair must 
first be reported to the head of the police, and inquiries made 
as to whether his statements were correct. On bis asking 
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why lie liail been bo RJiaraefuUy treated for bis Immanity, he 
was told, " You aay thtitik QckI we did not order you into 
chains; but, if you reaMy did not kill the man, who bade 
you interfere in thiogB which do not concern you ? you have 
nothing to do with the dead ; that is the aflWir of the jKiUce 
— they will find the dead for themselves." He was again 
locked up, and did not receive hia liberty till nine in tile 
evening. When narrating the affair one night in company, 
ho said that ho would take care never again, in Peters- 
burg, to play the philanthropist. This abjuration of the obliga- 
tions of Christianity and htimamty was caused by the Buaeian 
poll co- 
in Fetersbarg, as in Moscow, the acquaintance shuns the 
acquaintance, the friend the friend, if there is any fear of 
being requested to appear as witness before the police 5 and, 
indeed, any person of fine feeling would rather let matters pro- 
ceed to extremitieB, than ask any honest man to help him at 
a police court. 

This police consiets in Peteraburg of a Lieutenant-general, 
three LieutenautSj twelve pristavsj an army of nadziratels^ 
assistants;, quarter-mastera, clerkB, under- officers, and corner 
watchers— all dressed in gi-eeuj with silver etnbroidered red 
collars, excepting the two laat dignitaries of the street gnar- 
dianship, who are attired in grey. Among the head officials 
we find Germana and men of hononr. The office of Lieutenant 
of Police can only be held by persons under the rank of 
eoloncl. Any one who becomes a general must resign hia 
post. Consequently, every possible exertion is used to escape 
this accession of dignity. The Lieutenant-general has a well 
filled chtmcdlerie ; and the friendship of the Beoretaiy is 
sweeter than hooey from Mount Hybla. A Lieutenant has 
H only one clerk to pay ; hut he is frequently a more important 
H personage than his magter. The chief bueiuegs of the latter 
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conaifltB in driviag about. As soon as their ©yes notice any- 
thing contrary to regfttlation, tbey fall upon it like famished 
wolrea. Happy is the man who has a friend at court I He 
will find Buch fiiendahip useful for all sorts of purposes, oa, 
through the ivhole eitenstve empire, there is not a single 
thing in which the police may not interfere. 

A debtor, for instance, has an evident design to cheat you 
of yoOT money. Don't Bumraon him, or you'll repent it. For 
when he has no other resource but ** paying," the debtor will 
give half or two-thirds the sum to the police, and mate & 
clear profit of the remainder, but you will never get a kopeck. 
You doubt it ? Let us see. Suppose, then, you lay a com- 
plaint before the TJprava with abundant proof. Kow run about 
for months to find out in the handa of which Stolonatchalmk 
your little matter is. One Tchinovnik sends you to the other, 
and you already know what course you have to pursue with 
tliem. By the end of a year you may perchance hear, if you 
are very attentive, that the affair is progressing, and will with- 
out fail be settled in a few weeks, But do not believe them ; 
your cause is quietly slumbering. In the meanwhile, reckon 
up how much you have already expended. Do you fancy that 
the debtor has hitherto been left alone ? You are mistaken. 
Your plaint, with all the documents, has been privily sent him 
from the office, that he may decide upon his conrso of actioOi 
If it is worth the trouble, documents are forged ; if not, the 
debtor assuredly buya so long a respite that ho can laugh at 
your claim. Ha is also bled, it is true, but what he is com- 
pelled to sacrifice is paid out of your demand on him. The 
affair, however, is at last ripe for decision. The verdict is in 
your favour. How reckon again what it has cost you to get 
so far. But do you fancy now that the debtor will pay ? No 
such thing. He either appeals, and you have to begin ab 
int'ftb again, or else he lets the yerdiot stand valid. You de- 
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mand an esecution. It is granted. Now thmgs are looking 
np, for the police will mterpose. If the debtor is not a high 
personage, tbo poHcemaa has orders to get the money. The 
latter now settles with your opponent in what way you can be 
best cheated. At first, he puts you off with a dangerous ill- 
ness, bis absence on a journey, says that he has been looking 
for the debtor but cannot find him, and so on. Ton must once 
more lighten your purse to give effect to the execution. At 
length you lose your patience. You complain to the Lieuten- 
ant of police. The policeman laEgbs. He receives the most 
stringent orders to sell up the debtor without mercy or grace. 
It is suddenly discovered that he has not a chair of his own, 
that everything belongs to Lis wife. It is all over with your 
demand. Tou are considerably poorer than yon were, and 
the defendant and officials divide the plunder. Or if your 
claim is founded on a bill of exchange, and by every rule of 
justice you are entitled to gain your cause, you are deluded 
for a year before you obtain a verdict. 

Now matters are very different if yon count a Lieutenant 
of police among' your acquaintance. The debtor Uvea in a 
quarter of the city under his Jurisdiction, Tou write the name, 
residence, and the sum owed on a bill, and in a few days you 
have your whole amount without deduction. The reason is, that 
the police have ample metiods to manage, or rather cheat, as 
they please, and that any one would sooner have his Satanic 
majesty in his house than a policeman. The policeman makes 
a very careful distinction as to whether the order emanates 
from a non-poJice authority, or froui one of his chiefs, who 
feels interested in the matter. In either case he is eure to 
behave canningly. 

Is it not then advisable to apply directly to a Lieutenant ? 
Only try it, if you are not acquainted with him. He will 
tell you probably, with much politeness, but great adherence 
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to legality, " Yon liave been sent to the wrong pereoD ; how 
can I dare to act contrary U) the regulations ? ttia is not my 
a:^r ; the Court njuBt decide." 

Hencfi we learn that, in Russia, we certainly live under 
the law, but depend on individual a. Tliis ie Eudb a patent 
truism tliat only the idiot or the rogue would dare to gain- 
say it. 

The three Lieutenants divide the twelve districtft of tlte 
city between them. A fourth is chief of the Uprava. At the 
head of tliiB lower police in every district is a pristav^ and 
under him the nadzirateh with their accomplices. I summon 
every man in the RuBsian empire to bear me witnesg ae to 
what opinion is entertained of these policemen. Beneath the 
very eyes of the Lieutenant-g-eneml, in his own chanceiy, 
documents are forged, false recejptg for fecruita are manufac- 
tured, and papers burned. We shall find speaking proofs of it 
when we visit the prisons. But if this occurs in the higher 
ranks, what confidence can be placed in the lower ? Apristav 
is the chief of the police-office in each quarter. Ho has Uie 
ohanoery. The nadziratei ia the head of each diBtrict of the 
quarter. He too has his chancery — called office. In these 
places the most dishonest scoundrela are the clerks ; they are 
not in the service of the State, but in that of the master, who 
hires them on his own account, and suffers them to live by 
plunder. What acts of impudence these vagabonds often com- 
mit towards strangers [ More especially is that man to be 
pitied who does not understand Eussian- 

Thieves, murderers, prostitutes, scamps of every sort, are 
daily led from one office to the other, their arms bomid with 
ropes J they are dragged by a gendarme from the nadziratei to 
the j?mfav, and &ora the latter to the Gevaral offices, and then 
back again. Ctainis rattle on the pavement. I have often 
involuntarily clenched my fist when I aaw well-drcfised men 
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diitren along amon^ tlits scoundrel lot- What do you say to 
the following- instance ? — 

A Gerumn artiBt, a man of well-earaed reputation, and of 
good edu*;ation, was standing one morning at his easel. A 
police-officer walked in brutally. 

** Is yonr name X — — ? " 

''Yes." 

" Tlien come with me I " 

"Why?" 

** I don't know ; tbat is not tny busineus. Make baste ; 
I have no time to lose." 

" I will drsES myself first." 

"No; I cannot wait. You must come directly," X ia 
ftlaTTQed. The officer is pressing, and straightway fetches a 
soldier. 

" Will you come directly or not?" 

X. wishes to avoid disturbance. He presses ten kopecks 
into his hand. For that, he is allowed to dress himaelf hur* 
riedly. He followa. At the house door stands a long train 
of hound prisonera. 

"MarcKI" 

X. is dragged away with the laob. They go to the Lieuten- 
ant-gecerare. The prisoners are locked up in a cell till tho 
time of hearing arrives ; X, among them — ho fears the lose of 
his senaes. He ia summoned, and a guard ticcoropanieB him. 
" Oh, he must be a terrible criminal 1 " a Russian green figure 
Rcowls at hiiv. He does not understand what is said. A 
German is fetched. He inquires' — 

"Who are you?" 

" A foreiguer." 

" What is your name ?" 

" Qnite right. Have you a Tobio ?" 
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♦'What isaTcLm?" 

*' I ask if you have any rank ?" 

** No. I am an artist, what do I want with rank ?" 

" How could you dare to insult a policeman yesterday ' 

*' I ! I do not know what a policeman is, or what he looka 
like." 

" What ! yoii want to deny it ? take him to the poHce- 
oHice. You shall soon learn how we punish liars." 

At iluB momeut, very fortunately, the chief comes in. X. 
addresses him in French, and explains to him his entire in- 
nocence. 

" What is your name ?** 

The chief inquires further ; and it is soon proved that an- 
other of tho same name ought to have heen arrested. 

** Pray pardon it, it ia a mistake. Tou are not the person 
meant. Tou can return hotoe." 

*' Butj your EKcellency, juat think of the treatment I have 
experienced ! " 

" Afi a sensible man, you must not he angry with the police 
for that. No harm has been done you." 

•* It is trae I was not heaten, hut my honour is asaailed." 

"Oh, dear me I you must not rt-jjard the matter in that 
light ; but, for your satisfaction, I will order the policemen 
to be more cautious in future. A mistake is pardonable. Go 
home I ' * 

One more example of how foreigners are treated. An 
Englishraan^-not a Russian suhject, no I a free-horn Briton, 
a highly educated man, and of very good family — had the 
misfortune, after a short stay in Petersburg, to fall into the 
clutches of the police. He was locked up at the police station, 
and — though an English subject — publicly led through the 
Btreeta, with his arms bound behind Ms back. Do not im- 
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agitie that this fact is contradicted bj the protection whicb 
the Eflglish Embassy affords to British subjects. Honour to 
lliia mission. When the time comes, the sua pierces through 
tlie clouds. 

The follow ng circumstancea will prove that the inhabitants 
of the metropolis eyen regard their police as murderers and 
incendiaries. A report was spread that a man had been 
killed by a comer-watcher, and concealed beneath the flooring 
of the watchhox. This box in the Pea Street was contimially 
Burrounded by a mob. A proclamation was then sent out by 
the police, stating, "The police have been induced by the 
rumour of a miirder to hold an examination of the suspected 
watchhos, but nothing has been found to confirra the report. 
Persons are, therefore, prohibited from congregating round 
the spot." It may bo doabted whether the public opinion 
was altered by such an examination and justification as this. 

During the winter of 1842, a. traveller from the provinces 
lodged in a private house in the Pea Street. He wag taken 
ill. He hired a woman as nurse. A foreigner was hia phy- 
sician. On his illness increasing, he begged the doctor, in 
case he died, to take charge of sixty thousand paper rubles 
in his portmanteau, and to deliver them to a relation, who 
would come to Petersburg for that purpose. The physician 
promised, but took the precaution, in order to guard against 
any unpleaBantnesa, of telluig the circumstance to the LieuL- 
geaeral of police, with a request that be would have the 
bouse watched, without exciting ai3y suspicion. This chief 
intrusted the affaii' to the pristae of the quai-ter in which the 
stranger resided. In the meanwhile, the illness takes a 
favourable tnm, and the stranger begins to grow stronger. 
One morning the physician visit* him. He finds him deatl, 
H There are signs of poisoning. The physic 5 an hurrifS to the 
I College of Surgeons, and begs the assi&tance of a colleague. 
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Tbe body ia dissected. The death is really tlie result of 
poiaoD. Not a trace of the moiiej is to be foiinct. The nurse 

confesses that Pristav T- came late one evening' while the 

patient was asleep, and ordered her to mix a powder in the 
beverage which the doctor had prescribed for him. He then 
returned in about an hour, took away papers, and threatened 
to ruiQ her if she revealed that he had beeu there, but pro- 
mised her two thousand rubles, if she kept silent. After this 
discovery, the pristav was summoned before the head of the 
police. He had just taken poison. It was rendered innocu- 
ous by imnaediately giving an antidote. The stranger ia 
scarcely buried when his relation arrives. He has the num- 
bers of the notes, which agree fully with those found, at the 
pristav' s house. The honour of tbe whole police was so 
powerfully assailed, that they were ready to make any sacri- 
fice to hush up the affair. It waa stated that T was un- 
dergoing a severe examination, but was probably innocent. 
He was retained a short time in the service, but then dis- 
missed. Any one who desires further detaUa of this affair, 
can procure them in Petersburgj from bouse to house, in 
addition to many other peculiarities of titis police officiaL 

Theft flourisHes to an extraordinary decree in Peteraborg ; 
and at the same time no one doubts but that the policemen 
reap the haivest. We must at any rate allow them the credit of 
being remarkably conscJentiouB in this respect, for they publish 
how much ia stolen annually in Petersburg. In 1847, for 
instance, the guild of robbers appropriated the value of 196,304 
silver rubles from the housee, without reckoning the instance 
which were not made public. Of this amount, the pohce had 
recovered 24,172 silver rubles, ornot quite the eighth part. 
It remains a State secret what became of the residue. No 
doubt it is merely through envy and vexation at this secrecy, 
that the public revenge themselves by the strange notion that 
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the police have pocketed it. It is boldly asserted tbat the police 
always catch tke thieves, but only restore the stolen property 
when the robbed person is a high character, acquainted with 
police tricks, who would make too much disturbance, and 
cause them annoyance if he were not righted. If this is true, 
and I will not prcBume to gainsay the genetal opinion of the 
hoaourable citizens of Petersburg, it follows quite aritlimeti- 
caliy, that, in 1817, the police made a net profit of 172,132 
Bilvet rubles. All sorts of facts are quoted to prove the cor- 
rectness of the public view, for instance — 

A magnate — I can hardly dare to call him X— — , such 
awe do I stand in of him — lost a conaiderablo sum in bank- 
notes from the pocket of his cloak, which he had left in an 
ante-room, while paying a visit, having forgotten to take out 
his pocket»book. He was one of those of whom all the police 
authorities say, with the deepest reverence, ^^ Nolumus te 
Uingerei" The gentleman made a terrible disturbance, O 
what trouble they took to detect the thief 1 Day and nigbt 
they searched, impriBWjned, threatened, beat. This time it was 
all in vain. Nadsiratel and pristav reported that theirs was 
labour lost 1 The geotleraan grew angry at the delay. Then 
the money was found. A pristav presents himself to the 
grandee, and with a pleasant smile he hands him the sum 
that had been lost, stating tbat the thief had been caught the 
previous night, and had immediately confessed his crime, 
— namely, that he had crept into the ante-room, and stolen the 
money from the cloak. " I do not want your money now," 
the great man replied. " My valet noticed this morning, 
while brushing ray clothes, that there was a bole in the 
pocket of my mantle, and he found the portfolio in the 
lining." 

But for all tbat, I am bound to confess that the police 
"behave most scrupulously as regards the property recovered 
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fixrtu the thievee, I have excellent reaeona for my aBsertion, 
as the follomng anecdote will prove : — 

One of my friends waB robbed. The value was very con- 
siderable ; so he gave ia a Btatement of the robbery in due 
form. On tlie third day the policemati says to him, " Tour 
stolen property has all been brought to me ; the thief is 
caught; ha confessed imuiediately ; at ten o'clock I will have 
him brought to yoar house ; he must describe all the details 
on the spot ; you may expect me with him." At ten o'clock 
comes the polieemau with his suite ; the thief in chains. He 
showed in what way he had opened a window, how he Lad 
climbed in and handed tlie property to an accomplice outside. 
He stated that he had sold two watches and a dozen silver 
Bpoona the next morning, and had hidden the remainder. 
The purchaeet of the stolen property was already arrested, 
and tlie watches, Epoons, &c., all carried to the policeman's 
house, who described them exactly. " In the afternoon 1 will 
Bend you it all," be said. " I am too busy just now, but you 
can send me a receipt for them." The thief threw hiuieelf 
howling at my friend's feet, and begged for cliarity, as he had 
made such a penitent confession,, and everything had been re- 
covered. "Is it permitted?" my friend asked. "We oog-ht 
to be mercifnl,'' the policeman replied ; " and the scamp's fato 
16 not an enviable one — he is sure to be sent to Siberia." 
The thief then received a present and welb led away. The 
policeman received twenty-five rublea, which were gladly paid 
him for his prompt assistance. But the afternoon passed 
away, and neither policeman nor property crtme. " He is sura 
to come to-morrow morning." But the morrow passed like 
yesterday. The policeman is knocked np, but can never be 
found at home. " Oh, pray pardon me," he aaidj some days 
later ; "I have not been able to call on you, we have such 
important bu sin ess on hand that I am hardly ever at home 
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day or niglitj tnt I shall very Boon come and settle your 
affair." 

" I haye merely to receive my property from you ; the rest 
does not concern me j but as I am particularly anxious about 
one of the watches, please give it me at once." 

'*I caunot do that. You will receive it all together. I 
am having a receipt written, which you need merely Bign. 
Hfillo there!" 

A clerk comes in upon this tjumraons, 

♦' Is the receipt ready ?" asked the policeman, 

"Not yet I" 

" Ton rascal, not yet ready ? How often mufit I tell you 
of it, rogue? I niuBt Lave the receipt by five this afternoon ; 
do you hear?" 

" I Lear I " He goes off, 

"You have heard yourself what rogues we have to deal 
with ; but wliat cau we do P they are over-loaded with work, 
and we must be lenient. To-morrow, to-morrow without fail ; 
but now I muBt make haste, the Lieutenant is waiting for me." 

"I trust to your promise," 

" My word of honour t I'll come to-morrow." 

BTit to-morrow, the next day, eight days pasEed, and the 
word of honour is not redeemed. It is eaid that the police- 
man bas been eeut to Novgorod. But see, be is just driving 
past in hie elegant drosky 1 He cannot escape. 

" Stop, Mr. Policeman ! where is my property?" 

" Only fancy," he replied, with a face in which every linea- 
ment betrayed the rogue. " The thief haa escaped, and the 
two Bhopraen, upbo first confessed to having bought the watches 
and silver, we have been obliged to let go, as they assert that 
the thief Hed." 

" I do not care for the thief or the other Bcoundrela, but for 
my property which is in your hands." 
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" I cry you mercy I I liave it not. YtJU miigt bave miaun- 
dei«t*>d me ; I wanted to receive the tLingB and then hand 
them to yon; they are at the police-office — inqtiu'e there." 

We may here remark, that the robbery had heen announced 
at the police-office, arid the list of Btolen articles handed in, 
according to the proper form- Now, ivheii my friend appealed 
to tho policeman's etatemjent, the whole office appeai-a as- 
tonished. "What nonsense ia this? we know nothing about 
it." 

" What I you know nothing about it? I handed in the de- 
claration myself." 

«*To whom?" 

" At this table — to this gentleman." 

"^To me I Oh, nonBense 1 I don't know you j I never saw 
you Ijefore ! Tou arts mistaken." 

" I am not mistaken ; you took the list. Where is your 
daybook?" 

They make a search. Not a syllable can be found about 
the robbery ; the list is not forthcoming, or any account of 
the receivers having been arrested. " Inquire more particu- 
larly of the policeman !" In short, the latter eends ray friend 
to the police-office, and they send him back again. After 
being deluded for weeks, a man's patience is generally ex- 
hauated. Sharp and bitter complaints were eent in to the 
higher authorities about this piece of roguery, but all in 
vain. Valuable time had been wasted ; the thief and hia 
accomplicea rewaixled for theJr btU actions, and the property 
irrecoverably lost. 

A pendant occurs to me. 

On YasBili'OstrofF a merchant was robbed of a largB chest 
of plate. He announced the robbery. Id a few days he was 
summoned to the police-office. 

*' Have you any portion left of your silver ? Could jou 
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I UB any pattevns? Thieves have Iwijn detected, and a 
good deal of silver has been found at their houses ; by com- 
paring it with specimens of youra, we could easily find out 
your property," 

The merchant immediately sends specimens of the epoonfl, 
&e., to the police, and never saw one of them again I 

These examples, I fancy, show the dark aide of the picture 
of the police ; the reader may supply the brigjit. I can re- 
member countless robheriea, but not a single instance where 
the stolen property was restored. The conviction is general 
that the police are in ceUuaiotj with the thieves, STid that only 
the small rogues are sent to prison, while the great ones are 
Bpared. It may be some five years back, that ii policeman 
offered to hire a merchant's house in the Vassili-Ostroff at any 
price, with the sole condition that he would not trouble him- 
self about the passports of the lodgers, as the policeman would 
take the entire responsibility on himself. The honest, or pro- 
bably only timid, merchant declined the proposition, 

I cannot refrain from quoting an instance, which proves 
with what Tinbounded impudence the policemen behave. A 
foreigner hired a lodging in the house of a Tchinovnik, at a 
rate of fifty rubles a month, paying' beforehand. This wa8 
regularly entered by the landlord in the rent-book. In the 
eleventh month, however, he tells his tenant that he expects 
fifty nibles for the twelfth, month's lodglnj^. The tenant 
appeals to the agreement. The landlord threatens to remove 
dooi-s and windows if he docs not pay or give up his rooms. 
After insults of every dcscriptiouj peculiar to low-bred Tchiu- 
ovniks, the State official himself appears with an axe and 
breaks down two doors. The policeman must be first fetched, 
and he decides a^^inst the tenant. 

" If yon do not prepare to move this very day, I will send 
soldiers to turn your goods into the street/' 
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*' Btit read the landlord's own handwriting," 

" Oh, nonsense ! Tonr landlord insists that you must pi^ 
for the last month, and th&t's enough. He can do what be 
likes with, his own house. I order you to quit tenancy this 
day." 

The tenant hurrieiB to a friend, and the two together to the 
polite- lieutenant of the quarter. Here the tenant leania : — 

"Tonr landlord is certainly a dislionest fellow, as he will 
not fulfil his promise ; hut as he knows tliat he has not signed 
a regular contract, which is alone recognised in a court of law, 
he prefers the fifty nibles to his honour. Tou must conse- 
quently remove, hecnuse he insista on payment for the last 
month, hut by law yoc have eight days to look for another 
loflging, and no nae shall dare to interfere with you," 

Witli a written order from the lieutenant.j the tenant re- 
turned to the policeman, whom he found seated with the 
landlord, enjoying the contents of various long-necked bottles. 
The policeman read it slowly and thoughtfully. Then with 
a deep bow — '* Good I ** 

" Soj then, yon will give me time to remoTe?" 

" T cry ymi mercy ! suit your own convenience," 

" YoM will not kick my things into the street?" 

"I cry you mercy I how could I dare to do such a thing? 
Have you been long acquainted with the colonel?" 

" Oh yes ! He said you were a thorough donkey if you 
did not know the law, or a thorough scoandrel if you would 
not know it," 

" Oh 1 I know the colonel j he is fond of a joke." 

" "No I he spoke quite seriously. I believe he has written 
to you to call on him at five o'clock ; he wishes to tell you 
this by word of tnouth, aod something more too 1 " 

" Yes I be writes word that I am to come to him at five 
o'clock." 
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" And 1 can remain Lere safely ?" 

" I cry you mercy ! I will certainly protect you ia your 
just demand, and, If I can serve you in any way, pray let 
me know." 

" God guard toe from you 1 But now finiali your breakfast 
and the brandy-bottle." 

WitK what respect the police are treated when perfonoing 
their duty will be seen by a late instance in high q^iiarterB. 
A prince, deep in debt, was definitively condemned to have an 
execution put in his house. A lieutenant of police received 
the uecGEBary orders. He sent an ofiScer to the prince's house 
to execute it. When he was announced, tlie prince inquired 
how he could dare to pollute hia house : and said, if he did 
not retire immediately, he would have him kicked out. The 
policeman humbly retired and announced hia reception. The 
lieutenant found himself compelled to pay his personal re- 
spectB to the prince. He was politely received j no notice 
was, of course, taken of the insult to the policeman. The order 
for an immediate levy was shown. Six horees were taken 
from the prince's stables, and a carriagpe — in ehort, the order 
was strictly executed. The prmce complained to a relative 
of hiii— a man of authority, aud the nes^t day tbe lieutenant 
hears ; — " I have orders to give you a reprimand from Count 

X , because you did not yesterday obey the prince's 

request, as a rehU've of the CoutU, not to tako his guoda in 
execution. Read it yourself. But I made an apology for you." 

By meaoH of the police, the law and the authorities are 
publicly ridiculed. A short time back, an officer received 
orders from a tribunal, to deliver a certain geutleman at the 
debtor's prison, and, moreover, to assist the persona sent to 
arrest him» The officer carries out the commisBion in the 
following fashion : A clerk of hie ia fii^t sent, who reveals the 
COQ tents of the secret order to the person concerned, and 
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pockets liis reward for it. After this, two hundred nibles are 
sent the oSicerj with a hope that he slept sonndly. Tlie 
Litter returns thanks, and goes to the house of tlie iiaperLlled 
dohtor at an earlier hour than he would have arrived with tbe 
coaimissicjners. 

" How do you do, my dear Ivan ConstantinoYltchj — all 
well, I hope ?" 

" Thank God, I am well." 

" I have orders to arrest you. The deputies will be here 
at ten." 

" Oh, worthy Nicolai Stepanovitch, I know that you are an 
honourable man — be assured that I shall Im eternally grateful 
— here's a trifle to hegin with, one hundred rubles. You re- 
ceived the two hundred all right?" 

" Tes ! I thank you. But, my dear Ivan Constantinovitch, 
what ridiculoTiB nonsense ! I find you dressed. That will 
not do. Undress yourself directly, and go to bed. Have yoti 
any medicine-bottles ?" 

" yes 1 The chUdren are always having eomething from 
the apolhecary's." 

" Well I fill the window'sill with them. Who ia your 
house physician ?" 

** Dr. Q ." 

'* Will he write a certificate that you are HI, and cannot be 
removed from the house without danger?" 

"Oyes, he'll do that." 

- ' To make sure, send at once to our police doctor ; he is an 
amiable man, and will write you a certificate directly. You 
understand?" 

" Good, good t I will send for him directly." 

*' When the commissioners come, your wife aniJ yonr Bon 
must he sitting in great snxicty at your bedside, let no one 
approach the patient, and say, ho is too Beriously ill^ and can- 
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not l«ar tlie eligbtest disturbance. If a curious fellow were 
lij cbance to approach the bed, you miiEt not stir, Dor reply 
without a tremendous groan. I ought, of course, to be here ; 
hut what do I eare for the Court, I Lave more important busi- 
ness than to attend to them ; they can send for me- But don't 
lose any time, it is past nine already. I am off now. Settle 
your affair properly, I can he trusted. But one thing more I 
there will be an inventory made to-morrow, so remove all you 
can at once. You don't intend, I hope, to feed the Court with 
your property 1 You have fine horses. You have, I am sure, 
some acquaintance of high rank, whose house the police dare 
not enter, in case of a eearch ?" 

" Tes, I know tbe coachman of " 

Hush I I had almost played a pretty trick, and men- 
tioned a personage, of whom tbe high and low, public and 
secret police stand in wholesome awe I well then^ — 

" Yes, I know the coachman of so and so, he will take the 
horses Into his master's stable ! " 

"Very good I Adieu, Ivan Constantintch ! To bed directly." 

*' Adieu, honest Nicolai Stepantch." 

At ten o'clock the deputation arrivea. 

*' Gently, gently, gentlemen t my father lies sick unto 
death." 

" Ho was quite well yesterday." 

" Yes, but we fancied he would die last nigbt." 

" Where is your father ?" 

" In bed." 

" We must judge for ourselves." 

" Gentlemen I what do you require ? Here is my husband's 
mck-room." 

" Wliat is the matter with your husband ?" 

" God knows 1 the doctor will not tell me, for fear he might 
kill me by the shock. Look at those bottles." 
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" Has lie emptied them all during the nigbt?" 

*' Yes 1 nearly every quarter of an hour the doctor changed 
the medicine." 

" We will carry the sick man in a carriage to the lazaretto, 
there he will be well attended to, and you can visit him." 

" No I no I any movement might kill him. Just listen 
how he groana ! — (Directly, my dear husband, I will 0QI7 get 
riJ of these gentlemen.)" 

" We will wait far the officer. Where can he bo all this 
while ? Send one of yonr servants to bid bira make haste." 

" How can you expect me to send any of toy people after 
the police ? What do I care for the officer?" 

The policeman does not make his appearance. A deputy, 
conaequently, pockets bin dignity, and goes to fetch him. He 
is nowhere to be found. They wait two honrs^ and then the 
deputation departs. ; for without the police, no arrest can take 
place. The sick man leaves his bed, quite cured, and they 
make merry about the trick. The family physioiaa writes 
a certificate, the police surgeon agrees with him — " A fearfully 
dangerous illaesa." The horses are already safe, everything 
of value removed to the houses of relations and friends. The 
Court now orders a sentry to the house door — a desirable 
office for the poor soldier. Instead of remaining in front of 
the house, he sits in the servants' ball, drinks, etufifs, and 
sleeps well. An inventory is made, but, an fortunately, every- 
thing belongs to the w^ife ; the husband's property consists 
of two rickety chairs, ten hens (he is fond of new-laid eggs), a 
watch-dog, and a long-toothed horse kept to draw water. Afier 
a fortnight the Court again decrees the debtor's removal to 
the prison or the infirmary. Without the policeman, the 
order cannot be carried into effect. Two hundred mblcH 
give him a hint ; the dcputiitioa arrives, the eick carriage 
drives up. The medical certificates are produced. The 
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officer IB not to be found, and the deputation and sick car- 
riage return home. Whether the dangeroue iUness is still 
on the increase, I cannot Bay, owing to my great diBtauee 
ftoin the spot, hut I have reason to conjecture it. 

The oppreBBion and extortion of the police extend over both 
rieh and poor famdies. House owners pay the police a yearly 
salary of twenty-five rultles, that he may not aummon the 
porter if the street be swept an hour too late, or any trifle of 
that nature forgotten. In the poorer dietricts this species of 
rcTeuue is certainly more limited, but even the hard- working 
artisans are not exempt from the annoyance of the lower police 
officials. The comer-watcher steals one or more logs from 
every woodcart tbat paBses his box, and sells it by the load. 
In order to guard against being suspected of having a good 
income, the policemen hire a place for themKelvea and their 
offices, low and dirty as their practices. There ta not a single 
thing from which the police do not derive a profit. When 
bread grew dear, the Crown storeliouBes were repeatedly 
opened to the poorer classes by onler of the Emperor. The 
nadsiratel and pristav fumiBhed the attestations to persons 
deserving assistance. The moet prosperous families were 
favonred with these orders, and the police tarried on a regu- 
lar flour trade by means of hired poor, while the really de- 
serving still periahed of huuger. 

The police in the governmental and provincial towns are 
the same amiable and interesting beinga as in Petersburg and 
Moscow. Semper idem. I knew a Lieutenant of police, 
whose wife went round to the stores and stalls in the market, 
and selected what she pleased, without ever thinking about 
payment, and sold the proceeds at a liberal rale. The best 
meat was always to be bought from her. In the capital, the 
small fishmongers and grocers, if their presents have been un- 
satisfactory, or they have evinced any hesitation in making 
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tiiem, are aoundly beaten and kicked out, baskets and alL 
An excellent proof of this mny be fonnd oa the Market^ ia the 
Easieacliaya Street, where the thrashing takes place daily 
from nine to eleven a.m. 

The first feeling which the late Minister of Home AfTairs 
revealed on entering office, was distmst of the police. He 
deprived them of the inspection of weights, measures, markets, 
&c. He appointed new officials for these functionB, and fancied 
he had thus hound the demon of venality- The new publi- 
cans, as usual, evinced the most inexorable severity at starting, 
in order to acquire confidence. A few bntchers and bakers, 

for example, Y , in the Nevski Perspectiv, and 2 , 

on the Krugloi Einok, paid a fine for light weight ; Y 

even twice in succession. A few poor hawkers were caught 
with the forbidden o!d Swedish scales ; but in a short time 
everytliing went on in its ueual pleasant routine, and the green 
police laughed in their sleeveB at being able now to see in- 
fractions of the law, and pass them by witbout pointing them 
out. Thus I was once astounded at the effect of the recent 
ministerial decree, according to which no barrel-organ shoiild 
be played in the brandy shops. Two Sundays aft^r this order, 
I heard dancing and fiiiiging in two adjoining vaults. Before 
the door stood a mob of listeners, and among them policemen. 
A qnarter-master exclaimed jestingly to a landlord, "Ah, 
thou scoundrel ! thy new minister will soon come t" "No 1" 
was the noisy reply ; *' he promised this morning he would 
not come out." 

But now let us regard the police as the defenders of public 
virtue and morality. A few years back, there lay one morn- 
ing in the Rasicschaya Street, the corpse of a woman merely 
wrapped in an old piece of sacking. A mob had taken the 
body out of this covering, and were dragging it about on the 
pavement. On tke face and person were marks of wounds, 
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bnt no one in the vicinUy could recognise an aetinaintanw. 
The dead woman now became a eubject of amusement to 
young and old. Women and gii'ls stood Ly and joined in the 
linigh, when the murdered woman was trampled under foot 
with disgnating^ shouts. The corner-watdier looked on with 
othor gendarmes ; they joined in the joke, and aU the en- 
treaties to remove the hody fiom public sight remained fniit- 
leSB, because it was necessai'y that the police, to whom the 
discovery of the body had been already announced, should 
first come and see where and how the boJy was found, and 
hecauFe none of the bystanders liked to remove it, through 
fear of coming into collision with tlio police. This horrid 
scene lasted three hours. 

The population of the capital is in a great raeaBure com- 
posed of a plebs, surpassing in ignorance and brutality the 
lowest savages. In Petei-sburg, such immorality is found, 
that the eye grows accuetomed to it, and we feel aa Hltle siu-- 
prised at it as wc du at venality, sensuality, cheating, theft, 
filth, and other vices. All this is something of every-day 
oiicurrence, and usual. Wh(ire vices attract attention, they 
are not quite general — have not penetrated into the system 
uf the community ; it is where they excite no remark that 
they have attained their highest pitch. 

What I have hitherto stated about the police, only refors to 
their iH-treatment of the biirgber class, foreigners, and edu- 
cated and higher persons. Hence, however, we may infer the 
tortnro to which the lower classes are exposed. The law 
prohibits ill-treatment. Wonl for word I guarantee the truth 
of the following story. 

An elderly Rnssian was brought to the police station one 
evening by a policeman ^ on Buspicion of being aboat to steal, 
but without any further proof of this conjecture, than that h<: 
had been fbtmd asleep in the groimd-room of an empty and 
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dilapidated house. On hia denial of the charge, the policeiran 
seized him by his grey locks, dragged him backwards and for- 
wards, and, as his fury increased, struck hi§ head againBt the 
wall and the back of a chair in turn. The blood streamed down 
the old man's face. The policeman tbrew him on the ground, 
stamped with all his strength upon his chest, stomach, and 
sides ; thet) seized him again by the hair, and dragged him 
round the room. *' Take him away ! " he yelled to the byatand- 
ing soldiers. Two of them seized the bleeding man, who lay 
like one dead, dragged him out by the hair, as if he had been 
a log of wood, and cast him among the other prisoners ; aiid 
yet the magistrate was compelled to dismiss him the following 
morning, as be could not be proved guilty of any crime 1 

The invisible or secret police are quite distinct from thia 
visible, uniformed police. The most magnificent inBtittltion. 
of this nature is to be found in Russia, Its members are 
countless, and th«ir paths ohacure ; but their works are visible, 
and they are ever present in cellar, kitchen, draw ing- room, 
stable, churches, gardens, workshops, &o. ; known to many, 
unknown to the majority — a feaTful incubus on the nation. 
When armed and dressed in light-blue unifonD, these secret 
agents are called gendarmerie ; unarmed and un-uniformed, 
the third section of the Imperial chancery. The public bluntly 
call them. " spies." 

The corps of gendarmes is divided into those distinguished 
by epaulettes, whoso purpose is to maintain police order 
among the soldiery, and those discharging the usual police 
fiinctions. The former consists of soldiers of good conduct, 
and is officered by worthy men. The second section obeys 
the commands of tbe Governor-general, and several other 
cbie&, and is intended to maintain order in the streets. The 
officers have to keep the coachmen in proper order at the 
theatre, ooacerts;, and other public amnsementa ; and their 
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closer conQex.1011 with the police certainly dimintsheg their 
credit. Perhaps, too, it woald be more honourable for a bravtj 
gendarme, decorated with medala, merely to execute the com- 
mands of the respective chiefs, than to be sent frequently to 
fetch a baadhox from the milliner's for the Lieutenant's lady 
or daughter. 

The gendarme corps has no connexion with the actual 
Byatem of eepionage ; it only receivee and del liters the detected 
victima at the appointed spot. For this most honourable of 
all employiuents, the morality of all religious partiea is laid 
under an embargo, Jews were active in the chancery of this 
mygteriouH eatahlishment rb Barons ; and the Bame man wa« 
frequentliy a count, a commercial traveller, a Eerfiner yester- 
day arrived, or a merchant just come from Astrakhan ; a 
g^jovemaker or a major on half-pay, according as each meta- 
morphosis was necessary. The deceased Count Benkendorf 
placed especial confidence in Jews. 

The army of informers is divided into salaried and unealaried. 
The latter only receive payment according to the importance 
of their information. Their name is legion. The informers 
do not generally announce their discoveries in the office, but 
to the various officers in whose service they stand. The 
apartmenta of these officiala must be bo arranged, that any 
one can enter unnoticed through a hack door, in order to 
guard the Judaa. Iscariots from the public gaze, for among 
them are many stately gentlemen and chevaliers. When I 
had gained the confidence of one of these chiefs, a true man of 
honour, and he had opened hia mind entirely to me, I certainly 
learned more than I could po^ibly have conjectured. It must 
not be supposed that Count Benkendorf, holding as he did 
the highest office in the State, had not attached to himself 
men on whose honesty he couM depend, though there were 
several in whuae appareat seDtimeuts he was constderahly 
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mifitAkcD. I had long heard of the artidcial net whicb in 
secretly dfawn round the feet of every man ; but fiist beheld 
it through my acquaiutaiice with the worthy man, who would 
gladly have shaken off such fetters, had not prudeRce warned 
him not to risk it. The light I gained revealed to rae such 
a nightf that I started batik in horror, wheti frotn time to 
time he thrust ine behind a screeUj with tlie wonls, ".Fust 
Dottce wbo comes up or goes down !" I stood in amazement, 
and crossed myself, and spat. Henceforth, who could be 
irusted? At public festivitieB, the couetant busy air of these 
secret watchers timused while it diegusttd me. But these 
are the most hanuless. The most poisonous vipera are those 
who steal iuto families, undor the dlB^uise of friendsthip, iii 
order to ruin one of their membera. I will here tell a stor}' 
to prove how the brood managt;s to crawl in. 

One day my friend remarked to me — 

" You were merry at X 's housu last Sunday I " 

" Yob, it was a pleasant evening'. How did yon know it ? " 

'' Oh I I can tell you more." 

'*For instauco?" 

" Your words were particularly noticed ; * I would sooner 
read the memoirB of Prince Benkendorf than those of the 
Enaperors Alexander or Nicholas !' " 

I started in dismay. I intimately knew all who had been 
present. The question here was not as to any crime In my 
remark, but merely as to who had reported it. My friend only 
wished to give me a hint, how sharply the secret ears pricked 
up at everything, even in the circle of real friends. He had 
heard my remark at third or fourth hand, and as he carer] 
no more about it, he had not inquired further. He was 
himself quite a stranger in this coterie, and even if, at my 
request, he could have reached the source of the report, be 
did not wish, by closer inquiry, to make it appear that he at- 
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taehed ionwrtatice to it. I therefore remained alone iu tlie 
iiibyrinlli. Without taking any one into my confidence, 1 
t-.ngitated and ob^rved, becanse I wished by my own exer- 
tions to expel the traitor from the honourable houee, into 
which he had crept. In truth, it was difEcult to form even 
ti conjecture. I called to Mind very accurately in whose pre- 
wnce I had uttered these words. They were friends, and men 
firm as a rock. Weeks passed, and 1 could not find room in 
my mind for the plightest suspicion. One evening, however, 
tlie amiable lady of the house addressed me : " Our g^ood Herr 

Von 2 wishes to remain in Petersburg ; he is auxious to 

obtain Si. certain situation, which ia now vacant ; may I aiik 
vour advice aiiii assistance for him, as you are on Uirms of 
intimacy with the family of the director ?" " Most willingly I " 
was Diy reply. Herr Von Z , an amiable, talented, agree- 
able man of thirty years of age, had been two years in Peters- 
burg, having come from Hanover, on a visit to a very rich old 

aunt, whom no one, however, knew, for she lived, as Von Z 

said, like a misanthrope, apart from all society. For the pnr- 
jiose of backing his application, he brought me several papers 
1 asked him for, but as they did not appear to me sufficient, 
I begged him to write me a sketch of his life and oircum- 
stanees by the next day. He brought it me, hut, on reading 
it after his departure, I fonnd it did not agree with the papers 
of the preceding day. Like hglitning, the thought flashed 
across my mind: "Suppose this was the traitor?" I at- 
tcmpt«d to BUppreeg the suEipicion, for the particular disagree- 
ment in the documents might have arisen from an error. A 
strange contradiction throughout tbeni, however, increased my 
suspicions, I went to my friend, and begged him to obtain 
some nearer information about the Hanoverian. I aooa ac- 
quired certainty. He was a paid spi/, and had already proved 
h'M value. A Frenchman in the Russian service, was, through 




246 



RECOLLECTIONS OF 11UB6IA. 



tiJB information, now imprieoned at Tiflis — a German cocfined 
for a long time, and thtn sent across tbe frontier — and another 
German, a Russian subject, under arreet at Moscow. Tbia 
member of tbe eecret police had cotne to Buesis. by m^ane of 
a Russian emba^y. How long be might have performed His 
functions elsewhere, was of no import under present circum- 
Btances. He lived fashionably, and supported an elderly lady, 
who, howeTCT, was not hia relation, but only served as a cloak. 

TbcBC discoveries about tbe man's mode of life set my blood 
in a ferment J and I would have instantly drwmmed him out 
of every family that treated him kindly, had not many con- 
siderations imposed a restraint upon me. " I hardly Lke to 
curb your just anger," said my friend to me j " exercise your 
own good sen^ in freeing yourself and an boneet family from 
a dangerous man, for he appears to have made a dead ect at 
you ; but, for all that, take my advice, — by unmasking bim, 
you will hurt yourself more than him, for he is in high favour. 
The fox will escape you, unless your trap holds him so tight, 
that he cannot gnaw his way out. These papers are sufficient 
for you and me, but will not destroy such a noxioits animal 
as this. You ranst supply yourself with more ample proof." 

It woTild have been easy to expel the spy fi-om the family 
circle where I most frequently met him. Bat that would have 
been of no nse. He had already entrapped every friend of 
the family, and had, more especial ly, caught a young lady 
friend. It had been generally supposed for some consider- 
able time, that routnal affection would lead to a marrjiage, but 
nothing was publicly announced. It was evident that the 
dificovery would wound the heart of a loving, excellent ^I, 
and of her kind parents ; for I was perfectly convinced, that 
neither daughter nor parents would enter into a connexion 
with an official miecbief-maker. Accident alone could help 
me. I remained silent, but calm, because, apparently, there 
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wft« at present no thought of a marriage. I now plainly saw 
why the secret agent wanted a public situation. His chief 
intent waSi^ to carry on his efipionage more extensively and 
secretly, and cut the throat of many a high standing but re- 
served man. 

I decided that I would not recommend the aboYe-mentioned 
director to take the man into his department. With him my 
connexion was of so friendly a nature, that I could tell him 
the true state of the case. He immediately saw why the ap- 
plication for the vacant situation had been made, and suspected 
a very dangerous plan in the baclcground. He requested 

Von Z to pay him a private visit. The latter hurried to 

him with delight, and returned with still greater satisfaction, 
stating everywhere that the director had promised him the 
appointment This was false. He had only said : " If matters 
really are as yonr tCBtimonials Btate, and no objections can be 
raised to your moral conduct, the situation ehall be kept open 
for yon ; but nothing can be settled before six weeks have ex- 
pired." 

In spite of my correcting Von Z 'b statement, by an- 
nouncing the director's real decision, it wag generally believed 
that the appointment w^is gecured ; and it caused me much 
distreBB to be bo gi-eatly thanked for my intervention in the 

affair, fur Von Z was a general favourite. Thus foitr 

weeks passed. I did not yet know what opportunity would 
be granted me to untie the knot, and no accident favoured me, 
I called one evening at the house of my most intimate friend. 

" Such pleasure 1 such good news, which we are sure you 
will participate in 1 " was my reception. 

" Of course, among friends it must be so. What is it?" 

"Guess!" 

I guessed at random ; they joked me, but I was wide of 
the mark. 
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" Our Von Z has to-day been accepted hy Mwriei and 

ber parents : the cards will be sent ont to-morrow, and wft i 
have invited them all to-night." 

T stood there petrifiod. I had come in bright and cheerful, ( 
Bud now my face suddenly leng-thened, 

" I really believe yoti do not join in our delight. Why »o 
unsytopathizing ?" 

" Alas 1 that n storm should bo often Bucceed Hunghine ! ' 

" How Ktrangc-ly you talk to-day I Do you know anything 
against Von Z ?" 

"Perhaps." 

" Then why did you not say so before ?" 

*' I am accusing myself at this moment, and yet my sUenoe ' 
was necessary, and did not arise fi'om want of confidence in 

my friends. Marie loves Z ; but she will never be his 

■wife. She will herself refuse hie hand." 

" You frighten ua ; but perhaps yoii are mistaken." 

Two carriages arrived. The family of the bride in the 

first, Von 2 in the second. Before their arrival visitors 

bad iuternipted the convereation. The sytupathy was generjil, 

when the father presented Von Z to hia friends as his 

future son-in-law. Mane was embraced by all in turn. Hor 
parents even brought her np to me. " We owe yon ninch for 
the promotion of our hHppincss. Thanks— hearty thanks ! " 

To me alone the evcning^ was a paiuful one. This sur- 
prise had quite overpowered me. It became necessary for toe 
to interfere, or I should be an accomplice ia the crime. The 
next morning I was at the bride's house by an early hour. 
The father facilitated my plans. He informed me of Von 

Z *3 family circumstances in Hanover, and at the same 

time of his large fortune. All lliis quite contradicted the 
pappra I had received from him. 1 was shown letters, among 
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of which had yet been dratrn. Under the pretext of speak- 
ing with bim on business, I carried oft" the father to his 
sttidjr. 

" Have j'ou sent the cards out yet ?" 

" No, wo shall not have them till to-night." 

" Coimterinand them at once. I have something to reveal 

to yon which concerns your peace j but, that I may tell it you 

calmly and circiimstantially, I uiuBt ask yuii to send your 

daughter and wife out till the afternoon ; let thein drive 

to i!ars*koie Selo, and let them be g^ono before Von Z 

comes." 

The poor father's distress was fearful, when, in a few words, 
I revealed the deception that had been practised. He knew 
how truly 1 loved him and his family, and he yielded unhesi- 
tating-ly to my request, He only begged me to inform hie 
wife before she left, Marie was certainly Burprised at my re- 
quest ; but she suspected nothing. The horses were hurriedly 
]mt to, and off ihey drove. The doors were closed, and a 

ftcithful servant was ordered to tell Von Z that the family 

bad driven to Peterhoff, as the father had been summoned 
tliither ; but that they expected him at five o'clock. 

I visited my friend with Von Z 'b documents, in order 

to have them examined by him. '*^ According to what I 

know of Von Z -'s circumstances," he said, " I can assure 

you that all these papers aro forged ; he only lives on his in- 
cfime as spy, though ono of high rank. Just at present it 
aeems to me as if he had bent his mind on marrying the girl, 
for he is much too clever to fanry the situation a certainty. 
Now, the rogue is perfectly in your power; but do not let 
your papore out of your hands. Only act for your friends 
by getting rid of this dangerous man; but quickly, blow on 
hlovr, or, before you can look about you, the fox will escape 
from ibe trap which he has laid for himself. I would advise 
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you to be satisfied with expelling the Judas from tbe families 
you Jvre intimate with ; hot do Dot carry the matter further, 
and request your frknde to do the same." 

It mnst have been an evil conecjenae whicli troubled Von 

Z , and caused him to run about for an explanation which 

no one could give him. I advised Marie's father to write 
him the following letter j — 

*' My dear Z , In order to Batisfy your anxiety I send 

you these lines by express. An nnespected event tfaused me 
to come here. My family took advantage of the opportnnity 
to impart their happmess to their friends in this place. Still 
we believed we could return sooner that we now finrl possible 
— we cannot leave till six o'clock. Pray, be so kind as to 

meet us to-night at nine o'clock at X^ *b, where we shall 

drive straight. The rest vivd voce, 

" Peterhoff, twelve o'clock. N. N. 



This note Von Z- 



received. 



In the meanwhile I bad informed the X family of the 

story and my plans. They were all horrified at the case, and 
assented to my wishes. Invitations were sent out to all the 
familiee that had taken so cordial a part in the pleasure of the 
previovia evening. Von Z was also invited, and accepted. 

According to my arrangement with her father, Marie and 
her family arrived about three o'clock. The doors remained 
closed. The most difficult task was to blight tbe young love 
of the beautiful girl by the revelation of such disgusling 
treachery. Marie's love was not merely a fancy, but a 
deeply-rooted feeling. The parents had prepared me for an 
affecting scene. Marie listened, lifeless as a statue ; her 
eycH were widely distended, fixed but tearless, until the un- 
6peflk.Hble sorrow of her parents caused her to burst into 
a Qood of healthy tears. But the possibility of displttying 



THK BITER BIT. 



I 



the disgraceftil treacliery at oncCj by giving proofs clear iis 
nrionday Ban, conquered all ■weakness. Her dreams of happi- 
DCBS were blighted ; but the insulted pride of innocence was 
triumphant. Her heart bled fearfully ; but her teajs expressed 
her gratitude for her timely ealvaiion. Never, never, bhall I 
forget her victory over self in this first hard struggle of her 
life 1 I even induced Marie to appear in company the same 
evening. " I wish to see," she said, " whether it h possible 
for him to look me in the face ; but promise me not to punish 
him further than by IimnhHiig him," 

I conld promise this, for I did ni>t ijitend more. At seven 
o'clock all our friends had arrived. I then acq^uainted them 
with the circumstances. Highly insulted and imbittered, they 
tried hard to persuade me to espoae this impudent fellow, and 
inform the Emperor of the deception. It was not till the first 
vehemence of feeling had subsided that they yielded to my 
prayers and represeutationB. According to my wish, the mas- 
ter of the house was to unmask the traitor, and I to support him 
with documents. He excused himself by stating he felt too 
indignant to do so calmly. This escuse was made hy all, and 

it was agreed that I should receive and address Von Z . 

Before nine o'clock the delinquent was anoounced. Though, 
we strove to be cool, still there was a general excitement. 
He entered. "j^ij/fn/ mon bonheurl" he exclaimed on 
seeing Marie, and he was hastening to kiss the hostess's 
hand, when I interfered. 

" Herr von Z -, or whatever your name may be — not a 

step further I " 

Such was the commencement of my address. Any one 
can imagine its contents. It was short and pithy ; aad con- 
sequently did not share the fate of sermons in general. No 
one slept over it ; and as soon as tt was ended, the servant 
opened the door, that the rascal might uot even pollute the 
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handle. Four days after, he had started for Wareaw. 
never tinterecl Peterehtirg again. 

When treachery crawls about the streets and houaes, aai 
the friend is distrustfiil of the friend ; when father and chil- 
dren look firat to see wbether a mnn or maid- servant be pre- 
Hent, ere a word about oppreseion or ipjuettc© ie spoken — what 
A timid being a man must become I No rank is excluded 
from the recruiting — servants, coachmen, porters, free*meT)j 
serfs, cooks, lady's-maida, clergy, ofBciale, nobility, savane, 
subject themselves to it. All public amusements are im- 
bittersd by the certainty that Epies are present, who sow tears 
and thorns. People whisper as if the Vehivgeridd were 
liBttning at the kcy-liole, when the name of Bonkendorf is 
mentioned. No one ebuddere at Emperor and (xrand Duke, 
Council of War, Senate, or Synod ; hut fear pervades every- 
body, when, the remark is beard, •* The chief of the secret 
police has sent for you!" The terrible Count Bonkendorf 
IB no longer an object of terror. Wits, then, the man so terri- 
ble ? Not the man, but the office. Count BeHkendorf was 
never a bad man ; but that those near him never felt comfort- 
able, is equally certain. I could furnish plenty of information 
for any one who wished to write his life and memoirs. Mobs 
and griiaa now grow over the wcakneBBCB which neither be- 
fitted the statesman nor Lis office ; and yet I could wish that 
he was stiU among^ the living, — not for my sake, but tor that 
of millious. A man posaessiug feelings of Imnumity, and free 
from, every idea of brutality, is a meteor in Russia. Most 
assuredly it diKappeared too soon ! Wio can show me a 
similar star in Kusaian history ? 

Custine baa quoted an inatanco, confirmed by the example 
of the Freucii Embassy, and I need not increase ray list of 
authorities. A Frenchman j of the name of Fernet, wae im- 
prisoned in Moscow. The: Marqiiis is inforsied of it. 
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wislios to visit the prison. A friend warns him — " I beliuVQ 
Fernet inncjcent ; but any friend who interfered for liim, could 
only injure him ; protectors could hut render his position 
worse. In order to escape the necessity of any explanation, 
he would be removed ; and if once taken to Siberia, God 
knows when he would return." Fernet wrote through a 
General to the French Embassy. The letter was suppreBSed. 
By the Marquis's intercession with the ambassador, Fernet 
was liberated within three weeks. And what charge could 
be brought against him ? None, but that he remembered 
that before hie arrival in Euasia he had spoken rather sharply, 
on board the steamer, about Russian despotisoi. 

A word, uttered on a free soil, is wafted by the treacherous 
breezes into the third section of the Imperial chancellertA. 
Traveller, be silent, if thou art bound for Euasia ! The walls 
hear, the depths have ears, and the mountaina listen 1 Here 
iB an instance. 

A bookseller had received a few copies of a French book 
hofjtiJe to Kuseia. He had scarcely concealed them, when 
one of Count Benkendorf's altaches received orders to search 
for the smuggled book, and send to the fortress all those en- 
gaged in the affair. One family more waa exposed to ruin. 
The book had not yet been delivered, when the officer mitde 
)iis nppearance alone in the shop. 

" In your last bale of books you received three copies of 
such and snch a French work, bound up in various volumes ?" 

The bookseller, suspecting that this was only a aohemo to 
entrap him, consMered if, most advisable to deny the aJTaii- 
altogether. 

" I have only come to warn you," the other continued, " if 
you love your family, dtislroy these corpora delicti imme- 
diately ; iu aii hour it will be too late. I eay tin more." 

The kindly adviser was going away, but the contiDued 
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obstiuato denial, on tbe part of tbe boakseller, aaooyed hioi. 
He turned back. 

" Well, then, I will proye the troth of my words." 

He led the astonished man into another portion of the shop, 
took a pair of stcpB, removed a few books from an upper shelf, 
and produced the concealed French work from beiiind them. 

" If you are carelees as to whether you sit in a vault of tbe" 
fortress or among your family, your wife and children may 
perha])3 tbink otherwise. Madam, bere are two volumes of 
a book which will send your husband to tbe fortress if it is 
found in your house in an hoiu" from this time — there are four 
other volumes up there — make baste and bum tbem." 

The unknown quitted the shop. 

Wbo was this noble man ? 

No one knew. An hour later there was ft search, and the 
LnokBeller was saved, 

The same honourable oaan, wbo prevented misfortune wben* 
ever be could, was once requested, by the Emperor Alexander, 
to bunt up a book wbicb contained most republican sentimentB, 
but wbicb, aa he bad been informed, had reached his Court. 

" I trust to you. The book you will bring to me ; the 
owner will be sent to the fortress. " 

Within a few days tbe officer returns. 

" Where is the book ? wbo ie the culprit ?" 

" Your Majesty will find the book iu the cabinet of the 
Empress Marie Feodorovna, on the writing-table, behind the 
first row of books." 

So it was. 

It 16 uot sufficient for foreign journals to be examined 
carefully by commissions and the cautious censor ate^ before 
they are delivered, but even in tbe coffee-houses these innocent 
pages must be watched. A few members of these secret 
engineers always spend the day in tbe confectionary Bhope of 
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Isler and Beranger. They are not generally known, but an 
awful foreboding of their vicinity pervades the public, Toa 
only hear the nistling of the paper, the rattling of the cups, 
and between-wbiiee chocolate, iced lemonade, &c., ordered. 
I never found these shopa more thronged than at the period 
of the Polish campaign, and again several years later. Many 
ofthis secret stsff were known tome throngh my already men- 
tioned back-3tair8 experience ; and their watch upoo every 
one who took up a newspaper — tbeir squinting to eee on which 
column the eye was fiied — often amused me, but more fre- 
quently stirred my bile. In order to gain materials for their 
villapous denunciations, they laid a trap for those present, by 
keeping up a whispered conversation which every one could 
hear, about some event of the war, in order to induce etraagers 
to take part in it. They criticised, or expressed their doubts 
about official statements, that they might entrap unsuspecting 
strangers to become their victims. 

When, after the termination of the Polish war, the Emperor 
went for the first time to Politnd, and the Warsaw deputation 
waited upon him to entreat forgiveness of the past, hoping to 
find in him a magnanimous heart; he granted them an audi- 
ence indeed, but interrupted them immediately, and delivered 
that well-known epeech, which annihilated every hope of 
pardon. Of this powerful speech, the world very probably 
wonlJ never have heard a syllable, had not the French Con- 
sul in Warsaw despatched it immediately to Paris. It 
appeared in the Journal de« DSbais, with a powerful commen- 
tary. But the Petersburg public learned nothhig of this, for 
the number containing 6]>ecch and commentary was confie^ 
cated. The Hamburg Old Woman^ the Berlin Unmeraal 
Coquette, aud even the Frankfurt Frenchwoman, wlio delights 
to anoint the Eiisaian beard, had not the heart to forego appro- 
priating the confiscated property. They, too, were cotifiacatdd. 
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The confisealLion went on for several post-tlaya in SQCoefision, 
and liad. not the extremely intcrcBting Petersburg Gazette! 
filled up the gap with its liste of decorations and appointmenls, 
we tnilBt have faiioied mirselvcs shut out from the external 
world. But when all the forcigrn papers contimierl the contra- 
band trade, and it was at length found impogsible to check 
the flood-^when the curiosity of the public grew unlx>rinded, 
and the hoarse munniiriiig had already commeaced — the polieei 
helped themselves out of the difficulty by one of their usual 
domestic recipes. The Imperial speech, with commentary 
and variations to a Russi.in txtne, appeared in the Peterahurg 
Gazette^ and with the oificial statement that it was printed 
by expreBB authority of the Emperor, in order that the public 
might convirjce themeelves hi>w little the Etnperof cared for 
fiuch things, and how he despiEsed etich crude reaGomng, 

At that wretched period, all the quarters in the fortress weru 
thronged. One of the apartments was occupied by the father 
of a family, whom every one knew to be a man of honour. 
Ha had, it was aaidj obtained the favour of a free lodging ou 
account of his higl^ly criminal speeches in public. By great 
interest he was liberated at the expiration of a few weeks. 
His horrifying crime was then made known to hiui. In that 
Impenal speech there was a passage — " The Eiaporor, on tlje 
first rebellious movement in Warsaw, will convert the city 
into a pile of asshes." At this passage the prisoner had said 
in conversation with an agent provocateur, whom of course he 
did not know, " Houses maybe battered down, but ideas can- 
not he destroyed by cannon -balls.'' He had soarcoly left the 
coffee-house, when he noticed that the gentleman with whom 
he and others had Ijcen uouvei-sijig, was following a short dis- 
tance in his rear. Within a few hours he was curried off to 
that ofGce, the mere name of which causes a man to shudder. 
The informer had not failed to make several highly-gpiceil 
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additions to liis remark. When onco again beneatli tlie open 
sky, he espressed his gratitude for his safety thus, " I was dia- 
juissed with the fearful threat, that if I dared to tell my fatnily 
or any one else a word about my examination, I should be sent 
off to Irkutsk without mercy. What is left for rae hut never 
to vtinture into society again?" 

A man belonging to an old noble family informed his friends 
of his disagreeable conviction that the secret police had an 
agent in hia Imuse, and yet it was imjwssible for him io detect 
ihe fellow. Long, long was it ere accident led to the dis- 
covery. A Russian merchant had a free servant. He was 
accidentally found out to be a spy. He had orders to report 
who visited, and what was said at tlie nobleman's house. For 
this purpose lie paid court to a certain girl, made her numer- 
ous presents, and promised to marry her. Is^ow this girl was 
on friendly terme with a serf-girl in tlie nobleman's family, 
who, in her innocent gossipry, repeated all the secrets and 
conversations she overheard, to her confidante or Sunday at 
church, as they had no other opportunity of meeting. 

At that period, men disappeared, no one knew whither, 
without anything being again heard of them, save that a 
secret foreboding suggested to their family the canee of the 
disappearance. At the present time, it is true, a father of a 
family goes out, and docs not return, and no one knows where 
he has gone. Still, in PeterBburg, on missing a man, there 
are two certain ways of accounting for it ; he has either dis- 
appeared in the waves of the Neva, or in the cellars of the 
secret police. And if you take trouble, and ask and seek day 
and nightj you can, at least, find out where the man is. Dis- 
creet persons will not inqnire why. At any rate we see that 
civilisation is progressing in the secrei department I 

In Russia, the police are long past any feeling of shame. 
At the chief post-ofdces, there are commigsions and bureaus 
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authorized to open any letters they please. They are so care- 
less about this being publicly known, that the letters are fre- 
quently sealed up again with different wax. 

But we have pursued our subject far beyond our prescribed 
limits, and yet we could write volumes about it still. What 
we have said, however, will amply serve to show the nature 
of the disease that gnaws at the vitals of the Eussian State, 
and renders it impossible for the Enssians ever to attain that 
status in the European family, to which they so confidently 
lay claim. 



THE CEKHNAL COUET. 



CHAPTER VIIT. 



TOICEB FfiOM THE PBlSONa. 

Tio crlintiml court — Tba qnqsjitrac^ of JS&i — ^vsliktiooi of f, pdnoner — Interiat <rf do 

priaoa — The kDout-rtuiftBr^ — Tiiti nobla lUvisioi] — A pnrtmit pillar^' — A kiDdr&laLlT^ 
^Pri*on rerti;eli"iis — Siitea — Want of orsOTjmtiQn^WretclnxJ (owd — FQihy wnter — 
The bLuk. hole — The <!Diiitiiit.U6^PoUce iutiiguea and eitonion— Ttie Sieit>li«ity 
giiciJity— A stiiTving TcbiaoTtiilt— i'ovony n etinie— Biirou X,— Putliiir btid lioQ — 
llEkc^era to firtiuh mot'chaiite ass e^pcaaed — The E^ccqLloQqr^ — A ^t^tilU to tba kootU 
— Tha hftDguum benefit off— Tto Icaoudag plue — The. gallows abolished— I'liacwa 
Lapudilii^Alcxuider ^STakl-^KuHliui tiTutbUt>'^Treatmeat of treadi «i>I(Uon 
to l8l3^Thfl rtbafflQu of the mUitary coioq]ce^M>ird«; gf J'rlEW! Unpiria— TIiB 
fleQHl« prigoaen — Ohiu'ltAble ■ocletira — Visit of the Emfetor — Iliirfnta 6t ptisim 
Ufa — Kojjir Tcb^lor^ki— A mriniM— Weiitination lo Siberia — UtHciftI Maicmmw — 

A feuful oatmtry — 'Kie (toptierB jf SibErin — IqgpaMbilit; of esaipe — Tba pTodw- 
lioo— Depiirtan gf «xUet— Tha ooiivof ia l^IH — the Frinecu Xrutetzkoj. 



In the last cliapterg we have seen that the Euasian civil 
code opens the way to every description of fearfiil injastice : 
we cannot therefore expect the criminal courts to bo found 
models of purity. The head or criminal comt peoples the 
prison with members from its own sphere ; and this col- 
lege, into whose hands ju-q committed alike weal and woe, 
honour, life, guilt aud innocence, could never yet hoast a mem- 
ber capable of deoiding on the various degrees of guilt. An 
innocent man, brought before this tribUEal, is presumed to bo 
gmlty, from the fact of his having been brought before it, no 
matter through what act of villany on the part of others. A 
Bnitahle ukase is sought out to tally with the charges brought 
agaiost him, and according to that he will he punished. In 
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confirmation, I may appeal to the Gentence passed by the 
Senate on the rebels of 1825, and published and Bold by 
State printer. I will not take into consideration who appointed 
the commission, or who selected the membera. I wish rather 
to esamiuo tho gronnds on which the condemnation of five to 
the gallows, and the remainder to Siberia, was justified. We 
will uot diseiiaa the guilt of the prisoQers, but merely the judi- 
cial powers of the judge. To the sentence, immaterial and 
unproved remarks were even api^^oded to suppress the public 
sympathy with the unhappy men, and to cause a feeling of 
rancour against them. One of the culprits had, for instance, 
proposed to draw the EuBsian merchants into the conspiracy, 
but another had objected : " They were all too stupid for 
that!" 



A truth-loving man, who was kept above a year in prison, 
furnished me with the following details regarding its inner life. 

Within an immense gateway sits a porter, who opens the 
wicket when an unfortunate is announced to be thrust for a 
time, or for ever, as the case may be, into the immense vault 
of the living dead. Behind him, the door closes again, like 
bis coffin-lid. He feels an icy chill striie to hia very 
marrow. He stands in a lofty, spacions, gloomy vault. 
The muskets of the guards rattle, and the walls return the 
hollow Bound. The courage, which had accompanied him as 
far as the gate, deserts him now. The entrance into this 
pandemonium is too fearful. And what will come next ? A 
taU iron gate grins horribly before him. Wh.it may he ex- 
pect behind it ? He scarcely knows that ho is moving ; he 
is only an automaton, thrust into the oifice in this charnel- 
houae. A soldier essuuines his pockets, and foels his clothes 
from the collar to the boots. The veriest triflo is taken away, 
money, pencil, penknife, &c. He dares not retain even a 
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piece of paper. Ib Jie a crimiDai ? By no means. Hie eonl 
ifl free from guilt. He cannot say whether he is dreaming or 
awake. He was seized by the police in the morning, and 
brouglit hither hy anthority. No one oould tell him why ; 
except, indeed, that the order was the reason. In the office, 
he asks again — 

*' Why have I been brought here ?" 

" We do not know. That is not our aflfair. Take him to 
No. 1." 

Tho guard receives him. A wicket ie opened in the iron 
gate. He marches past the strong prison picquet across a 
large paved, desolate yard, snrronnded with tali palisades. 
From the second story long lines of faces peer down on him| 
on the right, men — on the left, women^HSurious aa to the 
companion gent them by Euesian justice. The guard leads 
him witliin the pahsades. Eyes, set in holloir Satanic coun- 
tenances, glare on him from behind a grating. From the 
palisades, three heads greet him with a laugh. *' Sec, gen- 
tlemen ! fresh wares for us." Can these bo Cerberus ; or the 
judges of Hades? No, they are tho tliree knout-masters 
of the Petersburg government, confined in a separate cage. 
They take pleasure in miBfortune, 

He now goes up a flight of steps, and enters. A long corridor 
re-echoes with the footsteps. Heads peep out from six half 
open doora. Who may this be ? the curious eyes ask. The 
prifloner now stands in No. 1. Boards fastened along the 
walls serve as beds. One of them is pointed out to him aft 
hia table and property. Men with pale, half- starved faces, 
dressed in shirts and trowsers of cnarso sacking, dirtier than 
the boards, and marked on the back with large black numerals 
and letters, glare at him. These must be the outcastB of 
humanity I Have they been already knouted, or will they 
be so? 
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There the ptUoner eits, torn from his family, who know 
nothing of his fate. No ono will tell thein. They may 
seek him as best they can. His heart hleeds at finding 
himself dmong such outcasts of society. He will not speak ! 
In a second the living dead surround him. They bound 
on his bench, and Bit near him with crossed legs, like 
Turks. 

" Why have you come among us ?" 

" I don't know." 

The hell re-echoes with their laughter. They try to con- 
sole him ; he miiat not feel surprised, men are always im- 
prisoned for months ere they discover the reason ; he can leam 
patience from plenty of persons here present. 

No 1 be is not, as he fancied, among the filthy outpourings 
of the lowest classes. He is in the noble division, consisting 
of six rooms, all filled. He stands among the nobility of 
Russia, among none but TchiooTniks. Good Heavens I why, 
they are mostly pereons who have gained nobility by merit. 
He can select his friends as he pleases. More than fifty of 
thera to choose from 1 — each a disgrace to humanity. Let us 
paint the portraits of a few of them. 

One of eighteen yeara of age was very religious, and was 
fond of going to church, especially in winter. When the furs 
•were laid aside at a marriage, or tho piona were kneeling and 
crossing themselves, he had a habit of cutting off the sable 
or heaver collars, and of disappearing with them. Another 
meritorious gentleman had upon a former occasion enjoyed 
the blessings of this Eaatile, during a year, for theft. He had 
hardly been liberated through hiterest, when the propensity 
returned in full force. He engraved a judicial seal in chalk, 
forged a passport with it for fifty rabies, and helped a rogue 
to escape. The latter was doing honour to hie protecting 
angel in a tap-room, when he was recognised ; and the same 
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day be toet once again, in the noble tlitision, the talented 
engraver, of whose genma lie had made no secret. 

Two belonging to the office of the Minister of Police tad 
bnmed doeamenfcs, and given false receipts for recruits. 

A collegiate conncillor h^ad stolen tlie drosky and horse of 
a hackney coachman. 

Now cornea a remarkable genhiB in imitating handwritings. 
When promotion had tarried too long, he promoted himself. 
He wrote in the name of Count Benkendorf a letter to the 

Minister Y , in which the former strongly recommended 

the extremely useful genius for the next vacancy. The liand 
was marvellously imitated. An application of tliie nature 
was effectual. In a few daye the recommended man -was in 
a good aituatioD, and received the salaiy in advance. Ho 
enjoyed himself in it as worthy servants of tlie State should 
do. Butj after a wiale, Count and Micieter met at a party. 
The latter told tho former what pleasure it had caused Mm to 
fulfil his wishes by the appointment of one of his proteges. 
The Count knew nothing of it, and the deception was proved. 
At the present time, however, the man has, through powerful 
interest, hopes of leaving the prison. 

Here was a Prince Z . Ho had fearfully iU-treated the 

serf of another gentleman, and violated a girl of twelve years 
of age. At first he was a pleasant comi'nde here j but was then 
sent to his principality, a hole at Ladoga, whence, however, 
he expects speedy liberation, because, as former Member of 
the police, ho has powerful protectors, 

" A-propos, is not there some mistake here — a prince?" 

" Oh, dear, no ! I mean what I aay, Prince Z -." 

" Was then hia suite with hhu ? " 

'* Oh ! princes are no rarity in Kus«ia. The burnt buck- 
wheat gruel diet, flavoured with rancid oil, now tastes to him 
like most prinocily fare. RuBsian princes are not ao fastidiooB." 
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" Who is this yoiiiJ!* Tcbinovnik ?" 

" A Btudent of the University at Moscow." 

" What crime boa he comioitted ?'* 

"HeBtole." 

"And this youth?" 

" An officer of huesare. His talent was developed, pre- 
maturely; he hflfi twice set bouses on fire.'* 

"And this la*i?" 

" A noble apothecary from the Medico-Chjrtirgical Academy. 
He haa stolen." 

" And this police face?" 

" You've hit it — a member of the metropolitan police." 

"Why here?" 

" He was caught in the act of theft, and any one who 
suffers himself to be detected is ao longer fit for the 
police." 

" And this rough gentlemau ? " 

" A lieutenant. Ho demanded pennission to retire. The 
General inserted the words, ' On account of bad conduct I ' 
The lieutenant tore up the paper, and threw it at the feet of 
the General. He ninfit remain liere in tlie Bastile until his 
blood cools ; but for a year it has not done so." 

Hurrah ! hurrah ! 

*' What Bhoiital Who, then, ig coming'?" 

The worthies rush out into the corridor. They have re- 
cognised the new arrival from the windows. " Maxim Maxi- 
novitch, how are you ? It ia kind to pay us a visit. Who 
did OS the pleasure of giving you our address?" 

" Our Court. Tlie devil knows why. But I will Boon ex- 
pose their disgraceful conduct." 

Who is the new arrival whom they greet bo heai-tily ? It 

is that merry fellow, Herr von F , an arch-scoundrel ; he 

Is a secretary to the Criminal Court. What stories the man 
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tells about the judges, and black gold-embroidered collars on 
blue coats — it is really fearful 1 

Now come two Tcliioovnike, aent bitber from a long dis- 
tance as rare specimeue. One travelltiid to collect Crown 
money for the office to which he belonged, and. kept it for 
himself. The other friend, with whom the plan bad been 
arranged, dostroyed the papei'g which had been Bent np to the 
office, of the receipt of the money ; and thus both Bucceeded 
^jn deceiving several Governors, until the trick waa detected. 
They were brought to Petersburgj fomid a protector in a mem' 
bcr of the prison committee, and tbeir sentence was, " that 
one should receive a isituation at Kazan, and the other be Eent 
to the army of tha Caucasus as a private, with permission to 
serve bis way up again." 

"What has thia gentleman done?" 

" Stolen." 

"And thiBOUG?" 

" Stolen ; he served in the Senate." 

"And thiBonc?" 

" Stolen J ho served in the Senate." 

"And that one?" 

" Stolen J he served in the manufactory department," 

But here comes another epecimen of nobility. Wbat does 
this long, thin figure want but hoofs and boms? Who would 
not run away on meeting him in the open air ? He has 
been brought thrice thia year to the Bastile, because he begs 
and IB aUvaya to be found in dramshops. He is a land-owner, 
and has eight serfs left ; the others he has drunk away. He 
will now be carried back to his bome. Et puis* Why, 
he'll begin the old story again. 

Bnt that beard must belong to a Eussian merchant ? Quite 
rigbtj or more properly speakings a Russian butcher. How 
does a butcher get among the nobles ? Does he belong to 
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the first ^lild ? No ; to the third. But he is made op of 
money. Of course it is nonsense to suppose Hm guilty. 
This repreBentative of tbe aristocracy drives out, stays away 
the whole day, gets ntterly intoxicatedj so that he reels along' 
the street, and a well-itistructed soldier brings him hack late 
at night to join the ilite of the nobility. 

But enough I Russian society is monotonous I 
All these vagabonds from the hereditary and titular noble 
caste, as well as the majority of the other prisoners of thJa 
rank, fully deserve their miserahle lot. But we should be 
grently mistaken, if we were to consider them as the only 
persons addicted to vice. Generally interest is in their case too 
remote, or they are the scapegoats of the rich ; and while the 
latter pay a ransom for their evil deeds hy money and protec- 
tion, the former must expiate them in prison. Frequently the 
poor fellows are merely the victims behind whom the great 
men and greater crinainals have committed and concealed their 
deeda of darkness. Tliose who might still have been saved 
become eternally the slaves of vice, when once sent to prison 
and exposed to its temptations. One devil learns from the 
other, and there are none so humane as to seek to draw them 
back from the abysg, 

I on tie read a letter which a wretched man wrote from this 
prison to a near relative of his. The deepest and most sincere 
repentance was expressed in it, and a wish to ruturn to a vir- 
tuous course. The repentant man sought neither support nor 
intercession, for he wished to expiate his fault as far as in htm 
lay. He begged for nothing but forgiveness. But he was 
poor, and his relative was rich ; so, after reading the letter, 
he ordered the messenger to be turned out. One of the rich 
man's acquaintances, who was aware of the young man's mis- 
fortune, as well as of his banishment to Siberia, was surprised 
a few days after he had been led away, to see his uncle at 
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the theatre in hi^h spiriis. His teart was indignant at saoh 
want of feeling, and withoiU any beating about Ibtj bash, 
be asked the strong- hearted relative—" You tnow, I suppose, 
that your nephew went away to Siberia last Thursday?" 

"Iknow,— for life?" 

" For life." 

"God be with him I" 

And the ricli man went on laitghing at the farce. 

Each of these nobles wLose caso we have been depictincf 
may say to himself : " To-morrow you will be driven in the 
crirainal-van like a wild beast, to hear your sentence, to leam 
whether tlie sconrga will flay you in Siberia, or at the galleya, 
or among the convicts, or wbetlier your Hver will be eaten 
out of yon at the CaiicaEuaj wli ether yon have to expect 
death in the fortress, or some other damp vault; or whe- 
ther your noble's sword will be broken over your head in the 
Kaout Square, in order to proclaim you dishonoured." 

Now, not one of them cogitates in this way. Disgrace, dis- 
honour, are long forgotten, " Thoy cannot kick me oflf the 
earth," ia a Eussian form of consolation. 

They do not feel themBclvea taken out of their proper 
sphere ; they are in the societj that suits them, and only re- 
moved to a different abode. All their pasBions, artifices, and 
greedj have come with thnm ; and the greater the degree of 
vice, the mc>re valuable the brother — the more docile the 
scholars. 

Outside the prison, deserted wives and children weep. 

Can these nobles really be in prison ? They quarrel, drink 
to excess, beat one another, and throw the furniture iu every 
direction. They spit, at each other, and apply the most hor- 
rible epithets in their quarrels. Soon after they sing together 
fraternally, play their coarse jokes, have a hand at cards, 
throw dice, and rob the man who has beea E» fortunate as to 
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eave a few ruWes from the clutches of tho guard. Not a 
jwcket-haadkerchief is safe from their thievish clawe. The 
very articlea of dretss, which the charity of the Prison Com- 
mittee gives them, and frequently the plate of ccjarae porridge 
formmg their daily dinner, are gambled away by them. 

Even the gates of a prison have not been able to intimi- 
date the vice of bribery. Brandy, rnm, tobacco, cards — 
all most strictly prohibited — are carried round by soldiers for 
Bale, or brought to order. Letters are smnggled in ; and in 
the infirmary, rooms are let out for the most improper par- 
posee. The prl&nnera like to go to tho pneon chaptfl, and ogle 
the fumale nobility and ignobility. One of them corresponded 
TFitb his Signora Katinka, by hiding his billet in the poor-bos 
at the chnrch door ; children were the postmen. 

In auch a place where heaitx-esprils of this sort meet, what 
can tho subject of conversation be, save a discussion of their 
circuQiBtancGB txtra murosf Every sort of Bin loses its last 
reserve ; it sprioga naked to Hght^ and the connoisseur learns 
more in an hour, than the most practisod judge in months, or 
indeed ever. The prkon is the stage behind the scenes, 
where the painted actor washes himself, and can be seen in 
his natural state. 

The eye of the secret police penetrates even to this place. 
If their suspicion is aroused against & prisoner, a person in 
their pay is sent in, who plays his part as epy. I know an 
instance, where sach a villain was imprisoned for a year in the 
adjoining cell to a Frenchman, in order to gain his secrets 
through the wall, as companion in suflFering. 

Should any one feel an inclination to read, there is not a 
book through the whole six rooms, with the sole exception of 
a EuBsian prayer-hook, which serves to whet the sarcasms of 
the nobility- There is no occupation — ink and pens are most 
rigidly prohibited. The days are spent in walking up and 
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down the corridor, and in a little palisadoed yard, in oi-dcr 
to inhale the poHutfd atmosplnere. Eimni, like a worm, gnaws 
away the last remnant of humanity. Fearful exietence I One 
wakes early, the other late, npoti his bench, devoured hy ver- 
min. Every oiorniiig there are fxesh marks of blood on the 
wallsj pointing out the contest of the mght. The overseer 
of the room then appears with a brush dipped in whitewash, 
and wasbes over the battle-field, bo that visitors may feel sur- 
prised at the existing cleanliness. 

The stomach must grow accustomed to breakfast upon air> 
At ten o'clock the daily piece of dry black bread is brought. 
At twelve the table d'hote is ready. Upon it are served every 
day for each a plate of soup made of cabbage, with rancid 
butter or hemp oil, and a plate of buckwheat porridge, and in 
it the same fat. The bread the prisoners are frequently unable 
to eat, on account of its revolting taste and smell, though by 
long habit their stomachs are hardened against almost every- 
thing. The soup is often so offensiye that the most hungry 
soldiers would reject it; so that the groata boiled in water 
form their daily food. It is only oa Sunday that a piece of 
beef and of white bread falls to them from the lap of charity. 
Their fingf^rs seize it greedily, and hunger gnawft the last 
fragment from the bone as a dog might do. At eight in the 
evening the soup is served tip again. 

Man in this hell is tortured slowly to death — body and 
mind. Not a single draught of pure water is bronght into 
the prison, c;xcept to the hospital, where a philanthropic 
surgeon attends to it. By means of bribes a bottle of pure 
Neva water can be obtained from this infirmary. A horse is 
employed the wholo day drawing from the filthiest canal in 
Petersburg, its green coloured water, filled with insects, dust, 
and other filth, for the purposes of washing, cooking, and 
drinkins:. 
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Twice each day the Colonel of tte BaBtile atid tlie officers 
on guard, witli aa escort, parade tbrougb all the rooms and 
cells, and call over their forces. At nijie o'clock h tattoo, and 
the Irapertal cocksy as the priBonere call the sentries, begin to 
crow all around ; and from the windows the merry nobles 
amuse themselves by imitating them. 

In the prison there ia a state in state, namely, an institution 
for etill higher cultivation, where the higher branches of the 
*' humatiities" are taught — a damp hole, to which those have 
accesH whom the justice of the Governor, or the caprice of a 
member of the Prison Committee, Bends there. It is not suffi- 
cient that one man ahould he sole commander. Eveiy mem- 
her of the committee, formed for the welfare of the prisoners, 
feels himself fitted for something better than inquiring about 
healthy bread or nourishing soup— or is perhaps afraid of being 
compelled to taste them, Nor would he have allowed hie 
name to he placed on the committee, unlesa it could be men- 
tioned to the Imperial family as that of a public benefactor, 
Buch a member, ex qffkio, aBBuraes tbe right of ordering and 
making his importance felt. If, for instance, a prisoner con- 
sider the qiiestiona asked him the result of curiosity or imper- 
tinence, and will not reply, or if he employ the alms which 
the law flings to him, in buying permission to walk up and 
down the narrow yard, and refuses to obey when the member 
orders him to retire, the obstinate man must go into the damp 
hole behind the palisades, on bread and water for three or 
more days. 

But in the tnidst of this eavage, pestilential scene, the eye 
may fall on other living pictures. Their faces are not veiy 
cheerfiil, it is true, hut every human heart feels attracted to 
them at once. They took no part in vice, and it has a cer- 
tain respect for them, if it can be said to feel reverence for 
anything. In their faces we read the deep sense of wrong. 
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The tongue is silent, for Impotent words cannot rend the 
iron fetters wliich are laid on literly. The ejres are raised 
heavenwards, and wait until the lightning flash forth from on 
high. 

Look at this Rossian ! — an honest, good-tempered, innocent 
man. He ie rich, and with his fortnno was a benefactor of the 
poor, and is here in prison, a hencfactor of tbo nohilit^. For 
four months he has been torn from his family by the police, 
and knows not to this hour why no on a has yet inquired ag 
to his guilt or innocence. He has applied in writing, and, 
through his wife and friends, personally, to those mighty ones 
who muBt know the reason of his arrest. He obtains no reply, 
and the suppliants are not received. A minister, a German, 
^as at last taken mercy on bira, and lets him know whero he 
mvist inijnirc about the catiae of his arrest. He docs so, and 
receives a hint that, if he will pay two thousaud rubles, he 
will be set at liberty at once ; if not, he will be dragged into 
fi critntnal process, for one of his relatives haa issued a false 
hill of exchange, and it tn.iy be assumed that he, as nearly 
related, knew of the fact. No method is too bad by which 
money can he extorted. The man's lossies are growing' larger 
with every day of hig imprigonment. He woultZ gladly pay 
the corsairs the two thousand rubles, but would he not thus 
bo confessing himself guOty ? is not the snare palpable which 
theintrigners have laid for him ? He therefore does not pay. 
Then the thumbscrews are twisted more tightly. He is robbed 
of bis sole consolation — ^that of seeing Ms wife and childreii 
for a few rainutes on Sunday — a kindnesa which the law mar- 
cifidly allows all criminals. To deprive an unhappy man of 
his only consolation is always inhuman, but to do it through 
a hope of gaining money, is esecrable indeed. 

There, a young man haa withdrawn behind a pillar, and is 
weeping bitterly, Hia fellow-clerks in the oflSce embezzled 



a79 



RECOLLECTIONS OF RUSSIA. 



moTiey. Hia chief made liim answerable for it, and sent him 
to the Bastile. Hi& mnther fiwaited him the whole day in 
Tain, No one telb her more tban that h^r &on has been sent 
to prison — for eTery one is afraid to speak about a superior. 
The nest tnommg she hurries to the Bastile. The entrance 
into the fearful liuilding strikfs her with horrop. Here sbe 
knowB ia that son whom she loves so teuderly. She entreats, 
she begs for pennission to see hioi, and ask hiin why be is 
under arrest. Her prayers are unfeelingly disregarded, and 
yet on the same day many others are allowed to speak with 
tbeir friendB, Trembling she retiiiTDS, and has scarcely reached 
her home, when horror completes its work on her — she dies. 
The Bon was mforraed of it, but he was refused peiiBissioa to 
see his dead mother onco again, or follow her to the grave* 
Here he sits alone and weeps. 

"What crime has this calmly-sleeping lad, of eighteen com- 
mitted ? None at all. His crimes are poverty and in part 
stupidity. H:b parents left him a house in Petersburg. 
His own sister took advantage of his weakness of mind. 
She seized ou the patertial estate by the help of her afDanced 
husband, and drove the brother from the house, careless as to 
what became of him. The young man had no other trade, 
so he was forced to beg. The police seized him, and Landed 
him over to the charitable care of the Mendicity Society, 
This humaue institution did not feel it incumbent to assist 
him, but sent him to prison among the noble criminals. 
When he took off his torn coat, he stood naked, — not even 
wretched shirt had that liejieficcnt, noble, and rich society'^ 
given him. Here he has lain already for several weeks, 
Bnt his future is beginning to grow brighter- He will be 
sent away with the next detachment of convicts to the 
government of Pultawa, in order to beg there and not in the] 
capital. Thus poverty ie aided. TMs is a very common way' 
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of thrueting' miBery on distant provinces, in order to remove 
it from the sight of the EmpGror. 

Who is this active-looKing man? A good-tempered, in- 
dustrious Tchinovnik, who has voluntarily yielded himeelf a 
prisoner. He was dismissed from the service many years ago. 
In his testimonial wag written, " For bad couduct." With euch 
a certificate he naturally could not expect any eituation. In 
order to Btipport himself and his famiiy he tried every honour- 
able method; he ehunned no labour. He even sought to 
obtain a place as porter 1 Necessity, and love for his chil- 
dren, rendered him willing to undertake the most menial 
tasks, even Btreet-eweeping — he only wanted bread for him- 
self and them. How great was hie delight one morning 
when a merchant hired hjni as porter I The next day hie 
master demanded his diaracter. He gave it with a vow, that 
he would prove by his aations that he had not deserved this 
testimonial. The master read the paper, gave it him back 
immediately, and turned hira out of the house. He thence- 
forth Bupported life by begging. He wished to work ; for 
mendicancy was what his soul loathed. In his despair he de- 
nounced himself as a beggar to a policeman, and was taken 
to priaon. Tims he has found food fur hirastslf diiring^ a year; 
but hie family have remained in wretchedness. He has, 
therefore, prayed to be allowed to exchange his nobility for a 
servant's character, No answer to the application. Tbe 
order has now arrived to set him at liberty ; b;it no one has 
taken mercy on him and given him asaistance. "0 Godl" 
he eighs with tears on receiving his liberty, "I sliall soon 
have to resign it once more, — I shall soon be here again ; for 
the beggar's slflff has become my sole snpitort." 

Who is this? A Baron X , a foreigner; a man of 

honour. For more than a year he has been an inmate of the 
Bastile, He served irreproachably for fifteen years in the 
» B 
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array, and gained two orders. He retired, and received a,^ 
civil appointment. Another man, favoured hj tlie great, ex- 
pelled him from his post. He caoie to Petei-sLutg', and went , 
one evening on busincsB to tlie house of a noble ; but, in the 
twilight on leaving, he took the nobleman's cloak which was ' 
hanging' next his own, and walked slowly home, Tlie servant 
Boon perceived that hia master's cloak was missing, and 
harried after the Bm-oh ; he canght him np, and retnmed 

with him. X begged pardon for bis mistake. The 

brutal treatment he received, however, escited hiai ; one 
word brought on another, and, outraged, as man of honour 
and officer, at being accueed of stealing, he aogril y uttered thej 
words : — " It is well known who eteals in Petersburg ; you 
can talk of them as you are now doing, but not of me, — I have 
earned ay orders, yours were given you, I a.m without pro- 
tection, I am in your power — you can ruin me ■ I believe yon ' 
capable of it, but I will let neither yon nor any power on 
earth rob me of my honour I " On the spot Le waa arrested, 
and tried as a common thii-f. After suffering nearly two 
years in prison, his sentence was that, "in regard lo his 
fifteen years' Bervico in the army, he would be merely banished 
to Siberia for life," Neither he nor any one who knew his 
histoiy expected this, and consequently the blow fell all the 
heavier. What pierced him to the heart was the though L of 
his young son. He sent a petition to the monarch urging 
for the favour of heitig sent to a distant European govern- 
ment, where he tnight be at least suslaiued by the hope of| 
seeing his son once again. Tlie son also addreesed his childish 
jietition to the Emperor on the same eubject. The resnlt was 

that X was forced to march to Siberia with a band of i 

eoDvicts t 

Let U9 go further on in the Bastile. The floor beneath 
that of the nobles contains the ignoble ofQcials. Thirty to 
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forty heroes in aliirt-iiniform. live in each of these gloomy 
cella. What villanous faces I — what cunning in their eyes 1 
Here Leonora's knight mig'Lt have selected his suite. And 
yet, the visitor to the Bastile will find it even more neceseary 
to guard hia pockets in the upper stiiry than in the lower. 
Morning and nigbt thia company is drawn up in double file 
to be inspected. Several among them havo attempted to 
escape ! Consequently their love of liberty has been marked. 
The head ia shaved on one side, from the forehead to tho 
middle of the back. Oh I horrible sight 1 — the naked, glis- 
tening half, contrasted with the long black, or light hair! 
Huzzah I be jolly, you scamps I On the palisade hangs the 
red-dyed knout ! — play, sing, quarrel, esercise your wit ! It 
amiisee the body-guard above i — your three executioners are 
looking on. Oppouite, the tender women are applauding. Do 
yon hear the applause'-^'the shouts of laughter? We are in 
the largest theatre of the Bcsidence. More than a thuosand 
actors are always permanently engaged. 

Wb find ourselvefl in the temple of equality. For, from 
the minute that the Bastile receives any one, let him be 
prince or slave, porter, savant, vagabond, artist, innocent or 
•A murderer, all distinction of rank ceases. Away, too, with 
all distinction of criminality I The prisoner may be innocent, 
or the error may have been prompted by fraternal love, or have 
had some other laoral motive ; he may be a poisoner, highway- 
man, o5vn brother to Satan, what matter? A deed is a deed. 
They cannot be expected to examine and classify all. Rnsaia 
is not a principality of only two square miles. She has other 
affairs to attend to, and requires a different species of philo- 
BOphy, Whether the bricklayer in falling from tho roof kills 
a passer-by, or the assassin waylays him in the forest with a 
club, it ie all the same t Into the fartreBS, to find equal treat- 
ment, equal privileges I 
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A child, whose parents fondly loved it, had t^ie tnisforttine 
t<5 lean too far out of a window, while watching a procession, 
and wfis killeii oil the spot. Their nnspeakiible sorrow was 
not reepected. The police dragg^cj the father from one chief 
to another, in order to clear himself of the suspicion of baling 
parposely thnist bis own child out of the window I 

We are still in the Bastile. "VVbom does the guard bring 
now ? O Heavens 1 two desperate criminals in chains, — H 
grey-beard and a young man, their feet fastened together by 
a chain. They support themselves by holding hands. See 
bow slowly they move I — the chain is short. They mnst have 
committed murder at least. The younger man weeps ; the 
elder appeare outraged. How ? what ? They arts merchants 
of the third guild. Do not atart ! They are father and 
son. A satrap has chained them together, hecauBe they for- 
got tbemselve&, and actually opposed a policeman, when he 
tried to ill-use the old man, whose son hurried to his assiE- 
tance. As a punishment, and for a public warning, he has 
ordered them to be led through the Btrsjets in chains. Was 
that in 1645 ? No, in 1845, 

When these merchants of the Eesidencei buy themselveB 
into the finst guild, and tbe monarch invites them to an audi- 
ence or to table, they may wtar thegs fetters aft & decoration. 
Ib the man who, without being called a serf, is liable to be 
chained and led through the streets for any fault — -inerdj 
because he baa not yet paid enough to the treasury — is such 
a man a citizen, a merchant, a member of the State, or aught 
else but a slave ? 

The public papers tell us that Bassian justice esposefl the 
first merchants of the Eesidcnce and Eussia to public dis- 
grace, like common chapmen. 

A few years ago, the warehouses of the two greatest cloth 
merchants of the first guild, C. and E,, were eurrountled by 
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troops, the owners expelled, and the vaultB sealed tij), in con- 
Eequence of a secret accusation of smuggling'. The seal re- 
mained afBsed for a weet. The examination was carried on 
moBt strictly-^for there was a great desire to have the hand- 
ling of each a large fortune I Every piece of cloth was 
iittroHed, garrets and cellars searelied, hut nothing in the 
Brightest degree criminating was found. The wareiiouses were 
then again opened, and the denunciation declared to he I'alse. 
But the insult, the considerable loss, the restriction of credit 
both within and without the country— for bills were already 
sent hack dishonoured— who would give satiBfaetion for these ? 
Who punished, the malicious denouncer? No one. But the 
law ordains a severe punishment for such things. Russia has 
had hitherto do idea of the delicate nerves which trade re- 
quires ; how eapily the credit of au houest man may be 
eternally imperilled by exposure on the pillory I C. is a man 
who does a yearly business of more than four million rubles, 
whose credit is wfcU-estabhshed in London and Germany, 
throug-h whom large sums flow into the Exchequer, whom the 
bank honours aa a member, and whose bills are regarded on 
the Exchange and everywhere else as firet-rate. Do these 
merchants annually pay thousiinds for the honour of being 
treated in the aame way as the lowest podlar ? Are they 
merely honorary citizens, and may their bonour be safely 
soiled, when a member of the secret police feels a longing to 
earn a Judas reward ? 

K — ff, a merchant of the 6rst guild, fared still worse two 
years ago. Without knowiug why, he was taken to prison by 
order of a magnate, and placed in solitary confinement. After 
three weeks' torture, he ia led before the man of power. 

" Pardon, pardon 1 " the latter exclaims to him as he enters, 
"it is a mistake, you are innocent — 1 am to blatoe. Tou 
can return homo ! " 
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" But, yotir Eiiceriency, that is not eoon^, WLo "will 
demtiify me for my losa ? my business ia larg;^, I have lost 
thousands — wbo will remove the Etain from my honour?" 

*' I have already told yon I am in fault. Providence is 
also to blame. Go home I God will requite it all to you.*' 

" No, your Excellency, I request" — 

" God he with you t Come, no nonsense. GrO home !'* 

And that was all, Thua the iUu of the mercantile clasB 
are treated ; ench is the care taken of their honour and credit. 

But see I there above ns two executioners are simntog 
themselves over the palisades j the thiirl is out on business. 
Look at one of themj a bloodthirsty yoang tiger, whose red 
moustaches stick out in a straight line from his face, like a 
cat's. A red head, and a red cap upon it I But why so 
paliijadoed? Is the hangman's task a crime? Certainly. 
A murderer or other dangerous criminal can purchase Hs 
freedom from the knout or Siberia, if ho offer to swing^ the 
knont for iifleen years, and lacerate, hang^, and throttle hie 
fellow-men. After the expiration of this period, he ia sent 
for another ten ycavB to a monastery on penance p and then 
ho is free. Moscow and Petersburg have three hangmen; 
the other governments two. To invigorate the ei9.g^A wild 
cats for their labours, each receives every fortnight a quart 
of spirits. 

There comes an unhappy wretch ! He ia going about 
among tho prisonera, and begging a few rubles. He has 
heard Lis sentence to-day. To-morrow he will be knouted. 
One of tlie hangmen has already shouted to him, that he is 
the one who will be on duty. Tho condemned spcmls aU the 
proceeds of his begging in spirits for him, and promises, by 
all the sainte, to beg for him again after the execution. In 
turn the batigman swears that he will not cut out his entrails^ 
but only cut hia back open, and let him live. When the 
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coiitJemiied Las brought the booty, the iigst and bk prey 
drink ia confirmation of their bargain. 

Bribery caDuot sink lower than this, milcss indeed the 
worms can be bribed not to touch the corpse. 

Oo the fearful inuruja^^ the hangman, with Mb victim, 
drives in a carefully closed bos to the place of execution, 
which JB situated in the centre of the Residence, on a dung- 
hill, close to the show street— the Neveki Perspectiv. A 
biittalion of BoldierB has formed a square. In the middle is 
the puBt at which, beneath the terrible k&L, eo many human 
lives have already escaped from the world's misery. The 
vehicle stops. The two comrades step out amongauiuUitude 
of Bpcctators. One of them trciubles, the other tjikus the 
long- scourge from his ehoulder. Ho drags the trembling man 
to the jiost, and fastens him tightly with Btrsips above and 
below. The torture lasts a long while. The lacerated man, 
dead or alive, is then thrown into a cart, covered with suck- 
ing, and carried off, either to the grave or to the lazareLto. 

The Russians boast of their clvilisiilion, because tliey only 
senteuce persons to death for high treason. They even hold 
this fact up to other nations as a proof of their advanced moral 
progress. The unheard tortures, however, the slow martyr- 
dom., the studied brutality, are according to their ftieliugs 
and philosophy, only necessary and easily palliated evils, and 
milder than death by the guillotine or the rope. They do 
sot re£eut that their tortures, even if not intendod to kill, are 
generally followed by death, in many inatauces calcidated on 
beforehand, though gradufil, in order to appease the conscience 
of justice, and prove that it did cot dictate capital punish- 
ment, 

The Empress Elizabeth abolished the panishtnent of death. 
If we regard the life of that Empress, full of horrors as it is, 
our mindB can hardly believe that, in the middle of the 
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eigliteentli cetitury, a woman sat on a Europeao throne, 
whose heart would not allow her to deprive any one of life at 
one blow, hut preferred to distress, lacerate, torture, dismem- 
bor humauily, in order to he lauded hy her know t-desi ring 
Datioti and their deecendimta for her civilisation and humanity. 
The daughter bad inherited all the cruelty of her father. We 
recoil in horror from Peter's infanticide ; but our hands clutch 
to attack tliia Ireacheroua, cat-like nature, which plays with 
its prey till it draws blood, and slowly tears it to death. 

The Ahhti Chappe d'Auleroche tells ua in hia Travets to 
Siberia: "The PriucesB Lapuchui, one of the most beau tifol 
women at the Court of the Empress Elizabeth, was condemned 
to the knout aa participator in a conspiracy. Without know- 
ing anything of this sentence, she was led to the place of 
puniahment, when terror at the preparations made for her 
torture almost deprived her of Ler senscB. A hangman tore 
her little cape from her bosom. In a second, she stood naked 
to the waist, exposed to the sight of a gaping mob, which 
thronged to the accne of blood, A second hangman seizod her, 
and raising her on the Lack of his comrade, placed her in the 
po.sitir)n most iguitable for the piuiishmeiit. lie then raised 
the long knout, stepped back a few paces, measured the re- 
quisite space for the blow, and the knout, whizzing through 
the air, tore away a Barrow strip of skin from the neck along' 
the back. These blows he repeated, nntil the entire skin of 
the back hung down in rs.g$r Immediately after, her tongue 
Waa plucked out, ami she was sent to Siberia." 

Thus, then, civilisation is displayed by the abolition of 
capital punishment, and humanity by wielding the knont I 

Must a despotic government bo necessarily barbarous? 
K(i ! But Russia alone of European nations, in her whcde 
history, displays a studied, lasting harharity. I do not bear 
foilse witucis. 1 appeal to Karamsin, to whom Alexander I. 
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paid aucli imToense suras, tliat be tnight exhume tl>e glory of 
the Eusfiian Guvernment, and praise the LlessuigB it impaxtB 
to the governed. 

What were, and what did those, who are said tu have 
founded aud maiatained the welfare of Russia ; and on whosa 
foundations their successora need only continue to build? 
They ktiouttd men till they were nearly dead, and then cut 
tlieir heads off. They compelled the lacerated wretches to 
drhik their own hliwd, they had eyes plucked out, and noble 
vii'gina. desecrated by Tartars in their presence. They, &s 
spectators, Buffered men to be knouted till the intestines pro- 
truded from the body, they had the heart c?ut out of the still liv- 
ing man, or the tongue torn out through his back. They had 
their favourites publicly roasted ; and they thetoSelveB piled 
up the coala, or heated the pincers to increase the martyi-dom. 
And on whom did tbese FdoceB of Biiasia practise such 
horrors ? On dukes, magnates, clergy, Kussiatis and Germans. 
The saints of the EuBsian Church are chossen from these 
tigers. Alexander Nevski, after a battle, drag^ged prisoners 
at hiss horse's tail. They were Christian Eegents, and a 
Christian nation looked on. 

The Bame barbarity is ever prominent in the character of 
the Eussian nation,, whenever its innate brutality finds vent. 
Peasants and women, who remembered the war of 1812, 
laughingly narrated that, on the approach of the hostile army, 
they ran away out of all the villi^ges^ and concealed them- 
selvea in the dense forests. But ou the flight of the fue from 
Moscow, their terror disappeai'ed. They threw the wounded 
into pita, one on the other, and buried them alive ; or else 
tliey dag open the ant-heaps, placed their woumied fues 
within, and sang merry songs, while the poor fellows gave 
up the ghost under the most fearful agony. 

When the Novgorod military colonies, still BufferLng from 
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tbe ill-treatiiient consequent on the tyrannic wiH of the once 
omnipotent AraktchiyefF, broke out in revolt, tbe rebels for- 
raftlly tried tb« ofGcora whom they considered guilty of op- 
pressing them. They gave free scope to their wliole tiger 
fury. They drove Incifer-matches under tbe finger-naiJs of 
their prisoners, and set them on fire. They hnng them up 
to the roof hy their hgs. They drove Iron hooks throng-h 
their ribs, and aiispended them, A colonel fled with his 
wife from the fury of these brutes ; they were pm-sued and 
captured. The wife was forced to look on, while her hus- 
band was tbue hnag up, ebrieking and implorLDg" his iissa^na 
to put an end to this torture by killing him. But no ; 
and his wife's entreaties were unheard. The nest yeir t 
widow was at a party in Petersburg'. A sudden shout was 
heard in the yard, and the lady was seized with tlie most 
terrible convulsions ; for the piercing yell reminded her of tbe 
tortures of her ^niebaoJ, add bis cries for help, 

Petersburg has oft«n disjplayed the same scenes of blood 
and vengeance. In 1843, tlie murdarer of Prince Gragari 
was condemned to be flogged by 6000 men till he breath 
his last ; he fell down after eiidming the blows of 2500. H( 
was taken to the lazaretto to make the experiment how Ion 
humitn life coidd endure torture of this nature, before the soul 
parted fiom the body. But charitable Heaven would not 
allow itl — the tortured man died prematurely. In 1844, 
eight serfs were martyred in the same fiishion, because they 
had killed their tyrannous lord. All tbe gerfs in the Kest- 
dence were ordered to be present at this fearful punishment 

In the Bastile one division of prisoners is kept apart, th 
so-called Band of Arrested. They are on the same footing 
those eoodenined to the galleys or to Siberia — all are v 
famous. The head is sbjived fi'om the centre of the fore^ 
head to the nape of the neck. Jacket and trowsers are ha! 
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dart, half light grey. These wretches Boon perish under the 
most fatiguing' tasks, and upon food which houseless dogs 
would bartily dare to attack- 

Among HB, when the kw Las paesed sentence, Immanity 
steps forward and takes the culpiU by the hand. Where 
tyranny prevails, it h not no. 

Opposite tha binlding' for the male prieonera is the wing- for 
the female commnraty, oiider similar arrangements. The 
most jllnstrions lady in it, who will soon be liberated, is a 
Geoefal's lady, who l>eat a eerf girl to death. For this she 
was sentenced to four years* imprifionment. What crime can 
this or that hyena have committed, that they are impriBoned? 
Infanticide, robbery, opposition to their aiastera, immorality 
canied to the greatest extreme, these are the usual causes for 
the imprisonment of these women of various ages. 

The Princess K often appears in this building, not 

from ennui, but because her heart impels her to do good, and 
afford real help. God's blessing on her goodness ! When ber 
carriage drives up, a friendly star rises on the gloomy horizon 
of the unhappy beings. Why does only one star pierce the 
darkness ? 

In, many civilized laiids, societies have been formed to aid the 
State in its wish to do good, and to make the prisoners feel 
that they are not forgotten by civilisation. As this eympathy 
is capable of being publicly displayed, Hiissia has not hesitated 
to show that tho gentle impulse also affects ber nerves. The 
Prison Coramittee in Petersburg is composed of men of high 
rank. Tho iiiember& arc grandees of the cinplre, or what is the 
same thin^, of the Court — princes, coutils, Imperial chamber- 
laing, who spend more on a single party than ten poor families 
would require for their support during' a whole yesr. It is 
enjoyment to them to pay hiindreda for the Fantasias of a. 
Taglioni, and they fancy themselves full of charity when 
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they BejiJ a poor fatnily a. mblej of wtieb the servant < 
eaten tLe half. 

The memhers of this couunittee v'mt the rooms of the 
pi'isunersi, look wbother the walla are whitewashed, hear tliis 
auJ that, promise a great deal, that every complamt ehall be 
attended to, &Cr, — drive off, and have more important matters 
to occupy them than such trifles. They play a truly ridicii- 
loiis part^ and it is incomprehensible how educated, amiable 
men — for there are euch among them — can perform ench 
antics. It, goe& so far, that the prisaners, wearied of this 
charlatanry, play tricks on them. Count X^ — — arrives. 
He aiikfl the first a question which he has already addrei 
to him a hundred times ; — 

'* Why are you here ?" 

" I killed my hrothor ; but afterwards he tried to kill me 

To a second : *•' Why you ?" 

^' I made falee hank-notes for a million ruhles ; but I hi 
no paper for tHera." 

To a third: '* Why you?" 

" I spitted a sentry on a sword, itnd threw him over 
wall." 

And thus he goea the roimd with all, without thinking- o: 
the question or the answer. 

Then comes Coimt Y ■. It ia just dinner-time. He 

toBtesthe soup, epila it out andsnys, *' It la esoellent — a littli 
sour perhaps, but quite wholesome." 

'^ Sir Count, we are starving 1 — we cannot eat the eoupl 

" What, not eat it ? perhaps you want truffles i" 

Then eomea an important member — ^a Eussian mercha; 
He will surely help his comrades in prison ? vain hope 1 

All these gentle men have seen the worms and insects in the 
drinking and washing water, but nut one of them cared to 
make a change until the kzaretto became lllled,. atid th 
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buiDanQ doctor carried his proposition, that tlie committee 
Bhould be merciful, and pay monlhly twenty-five rabies for a 
hoTSB to fetch water from the Neva, 

In addition to the membei-a of the Prison Committee, other 
pereons are sent to Tisit tho prison ore. The Government 
procurator walks round, bo do adjutants of the Wwr Governor, 
nay, even a governmental advocate, who places his table for- 
mally in the court-yard, and announces at which tiibunid the 
docameiita relatiog' to the examination of each prisoner may 
be found. He is a personage of great importance, and ao his 
brutality is the more disgusting. The prisoners are allowed 
to write petitions in the offlce of tlic Baatile. Usually they 
remain mere pious wishes, without their Excellencies deigning 
to glance at thcra. If the Kussian Government, in 1844, could 
reply publicly to all the petitions from at home and abroad, in 
the afiair of the Jews, that " there was no reason to attend 
to them," it is not difficult to arrive at a conclusion as to tbe 
effect of the prayers of the prisoners. All the petitions must 
first pass through the hands of the procureur, and he has not 
yet gained a character for rapid delivery. 

In 1842, tbe Emperor was atmounced at the prieon. All 
hoped a pardon from this step ; or at least an alleviation ; and 
the certainty of a more rapid decieioa of their uncerUiu, un* 
happy lot. Every one prepared to clothe his justification and 
prayer in a few words. One brother in misfortune helped the 
other. It was a imiversal festival of juy. If a doubt of 
pardon ever rose, it was immediately dismissed by the confi- 
dent hope that the monarch was coming to exercise his noble 
privilege of mitigating the severity of the law, and to enjoy the 
happint'83 of a well-spent day. The noblest determi nations 
were formed. In every breast was the resolve, that the tor- 
ture already suffered should serve as a warning. Joy did not 
Bufter them to sleep ; neither did the sponge nor the whitewash 
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brash. During tlie eight everything was washed and pain 
mended and ironed. The qnaisa changed its nature ; t 
villanouB beverage haoded to the prisoners waa concerted to 
H delicate draug^ht actually Tesembling wine. The bread I 
lis ntisty emell and dttrk colour ; and loaves mad^ their »p 
pearance white a& if from the Imperial table. The soupi amelt, 
on the day previous to the visit, like the richest bouillon. In 
short, everything was so prepared as to impiiesa the belief that 
it waa always thns. The Emperor drove into the court. He 
entered the rooms of the noble division. The silence, order, 
and cleanlineBs pleased him. With a aeowling brow he 
walked toward the prisoiiers, who were drawn up in a semi- 
circle* Hia eye alone annihilated every hope, and tho joy 
felt 80 short a time before, died away. He passed by every 
one, who commenced bis carefully studied justification, with- 
out paying- the slig-htest attention. One threw himself at bis 
feet, — ^be was pardoned. 

The law allows friends and relatives to speak to prisoners 
on Sunday, under the inspection of a soldier. A narrow 
corridor is used for the purpose. If a piece of silver is not 
immediatoiy thniBl into the hand of the soldier, the visit is 
soon cut short, and after a mere salutatioOj the prLMoaer is led 
away. A heart of etooe would melt while walking along 
corridor, through unhappy families crowded together. Th 
a father or mother is embracing a son. There sons, parental 
relations, are eobbing as they part. A husband is hound fur 
life to Siberia, Here a sister is imprinting her farewell on the 
lips of her brother, whom the guard is leading back to prison. 
There the colonel is cursing and expelling a family which he 
fancies has stayed too long. The prisoners on being led back 
are thoroughly Bcarched, to see whether they have received 
and concealed a knife, a letter, a piece of pencil, a ci. 
There relations are taking home the dirty linen of those vf. 
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cannot wear the diEgnstiug prison shirts. I£ the tears of in- 
nocence which have been shed in this corridor coulj have 
any effect, the syetem would long ago have heeu altered. 

Let us fancy in this Bastile, and in the midst of the pre- 
valent corruption, the educated, feeling man, accustomed to 
Lotlily activity or to toental labour, either perfectly innocent, 
or imprisoned for an accident, or it may be a deed whose com- 
mission nature and morality enjoined more powerfully than a 
cold law forbade. What wonld he now give for a piece of 
paper, a nutshell of ink, a stump of a pen ? He can certainly 
huy the to from the paid prohibitors. He gladly does eo, but 
he munt hide the purchased property like stolen goods, and 
look round every moment lest a spy should delect him, and tear 
them away from him, if only to extort a further sum of money. 
In every door there is a small window for the eye of the spy 
and traitor ; and a single litte merely to say that he Btill lives, 
would Lb punished by the aevfere loss of tbe permission to see 
his relatives on Suadiiy. 

Further, the prisoner's sufferings are augmented by bad 
society, insulted innocence, the feeling of outraged honour, 
grief for his wretched family, whom perhaps no one cares 
for. Add to this the snail-like progreas of time, when longing' 
for five minutes' intercourse at the expiration of a week. 
When a man thus circumstanced, hears in tlie evening that 
he will t>e examined the next day, he almost faints from terror, 
for he haa to crawl into a police van with eight to ten mon- 
Eterg. He is thrust into a long chest, bo low tliat ho must 
stoop down as much as be can, in order not to strike his head 
against the roof, while the clumsy carriage, surrounded by 
soldiers, jolta over the worn-out pavement to the court-house. 

Or suppose the wretched man hears that one of hie family 
is Ijnng dangerously ill, or is dead. He is not let out for a 
moment, even with a guard, to console the sick person by hi& 
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preeence, id receive a toying glance from the ^yingi or to a 
company the heart tbat once loved him tnily, t^ its last resi 
ing-place. He must reniaia with bis burning; grief withhi thi 
thick wall«, surrounded by a mob of unaytDpathizing, noisil 
cursing, or jovia.1 scoundrels. The greatest criminal, after se 
teoce h&8 been passed, cannot be worse treated thEin he is. 

Major Tcheglovski, because he had picked up a lady's glov 
was sent by the jealous Potemkin to Siberia, with such indece 
haste, that the chasseur did not even allow hinj to take leave 
of hie mother. In the midst of a howling wilderness he bailt 
wretched hut with his own hands, wherein he passed seeem 
years of his miserable existence. Since this took place, in 1774,' 
Catharine II., Paul L, Alesandcr, and Nicholas have niled, 
and yet justice aud all her officials had never thought of this 
man, Tin tU accident brought an ofDcer into contact with him, 0; 
his return to Petersburg in 1844, he announced his digcove: 
to the Minister of War ; and no delay took place in telling'' 
the circumstance to the Emperor. There was no doubt tbat 
Teheglovski wonM now be drawn from his living tomb. The 
Emperor merely did his duty, not wishing ransciously to share 
in the horrible deed committed by hie grandmother. When 
he told the gentleman on his return, that his misfortunes would 
have ceased long before, had he been acquainted with them, 
he only displayed his natural sense of justice, without in the 
slightest degree wishing to claim any merit for it. Only 
syeophants spoke of mercy and reward. What crime had 
Teheglovski committed to be pardoned ? what had he done to 
deserve a reward? Is it any palliation for such barbarity, 
that his body endured these Bufferings for seventy yearft, coi 
trary to the natural order of things ? Or can a man, wh 
huB borne his cross his whole life long, be requited for his past 
sufferings by a new leaso of youthful esiBtence ? 

A few years ago, a Eussian could no longer conceal the 
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feelings of dtssiilisfaction about the condition of liig fatherland 
with wLicli his heart was full. Ho appealed to tlie public 
tliroiigb s. Moscow paper. The article was regarded as a 
crime. An ituperia! decree was issued, at once depriving 
the writer of any chance of jiiBtilication, by fiitiiplj declarkig 
him mad. By supreme authority, the perfectly rational Eub- 
joct waa compelled to submit for a lengthened period to the 
brutality of a physician, who asserted that he detected evident 
B^Taptoms of mental aberration, find even threatened to trepan 
him< Even that distinguished panegyrist of Russia, Gretcb, 
who m indefatigahly lahonrs to inoculate the Grerman, French, 
and other nations with Ruissian civilisation, and to brand 
trutMul men as liars, cannot deny this fact. 

This declaration of insanity is, by the way, a favourite 
method by which evil deeds are safely hidden. I frequently 
spoke in an asyluKj to a very well-educated yotlng man, who, 
by order of a governor, was forced for three years to share the 
food and society of madmen, until a certain testamentary 
affair was reguhited, which could not he done more speedily 
or safely than hy declariug the principal heir jiisanc. Only 
one of the officials in the asylum was conversant with the in- 
trigue and the fearful tyranny of the governor. The crime, 
however, was so hedged in, that it was impoesihlc to try to 
dieclose it, without increasing the yo«ng mac'a misfoitune. It 
is no wonder that the multitude of physicians who treated the 
patients, found daily a fresh proof of itisanity, in his most 
vehement asaertious that he was sane — he waa on the list of 
patients, and their sliarpfiightedness required no more. But 
it will, probably, cause amazement to hear that the unhappy 
man did not lose his senses in Bnch company. By degrees, he 
was treated with more humanity m the inetitution. Bat of 
his fortune, he only saw the crumbs which fell from the now 
rich man's table, 
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In one of ihs largest Peters^burg hospitals, two young si 
dents declared a convalescent insane, becaose he refused 
swallow their draughts, and threatened to expose their vjllany, 
ill stealing the medicaroents ordered hy the phyfiiciati, and 
snhstitTiting other things. They reported to the doctor that 
he had very seriouB fits of insanity ; they were believed, taid 
the man was carried to the asylum, 

I will add a few remarkfl about the Buesian system of di 
portalion to Siberia. 

Siberia — the country at whoee name the fancy Biimmoiia u 
all the impleineuts of torture, and the Kuseian, crossing himself, 
directs big glance toward heaven with a "■ Lord have mere, 
on usl" — ia described hi our days by Russian agents aa ai 
institution wbich deserves to be applauded, not sbunned 
Theee men are especially anxious to remove all German pre- 
judice against it, and seek to prepare ue gradnally for the 
trtie delights which await us, in cfvse we hereafter cast our- 
selvcB into the arms of espectant Russia. They assert that 
the men deported thither are utter scoundrels, and that Enssia 
possesses honest officials, who would never allow innocence to 
sigh among tht'se criminals. They declare that these exiles, 
although monutera, are, however, rewarded by being able ever 
to inhale fresh air, and, if they plenee, to lead a remarkably 
agreeable life ; and afSnn that the men wothing in the mines 
have a far more enviable lot than tbe elaveb in the galleys of 
Toulouse and Brest. 

That the Russian GoverrLment is not quite in the dark aa 
to the state of its immense house of c-orrection, is proved^ 
partly by those persona whom it senda to examine into th. 
nature of Siberia, and partly by the re]}orta of the Siberian 
governorfi, and other officials of every degree. But whether 
their gourcee are tbe purest, is left to the judgment of those 
who take into account the couBciontiousneBS and talents of. 
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EiJBSjan officials and emissarieB, atid the liberty of thouglit 
and inquiry permitted in tliat country. 

Siberia is not a country provided with chaussies and bridges, 
and bat few footpatlis interaect it ; and towns or villagies are 
estremely rare. The traveller has no accurate maps by which 
to steer, nor can be eatisfy bis travelling requirameuts in 
public inns or on market-places; in fact, be may esteem bim- 
eelt' bappy if he cau spend bis uig-bt in a stable. Here we 
find a primeval desert — himdreds of miles of gloomy forest, 
with bands of hungry beat« and wolvea. Here are mighty 
streams, all hurrying to the Arctic Ocean, and never to a 
bospitable country ; endless swamps ; only sky, and steppes 
which human toot never before trod ; sis weeks one uainter- 
milting day, and thea fearful nigbt. 

Not long ago, an exploring party comi>o8ed of foreigners, 
with Court-councillor Middendorff at tbeir head, returned to 
Petersburg irom Siberia. The Academy has taken charge of 
the report. The travellers saw the Toimir country, and with 
danger and dLfflculty traversed districts never before visited 
by man. The description will contain much new matter, but 
most assTiredly nothing wbicb could make the Government 
feel awkward. The banished, whenever mentioned, will 
assuredly be deecribed as drinking Impend tea, and vauiUa- 
chocolate under orange-treeg, and the Rii&slan Government will 
be found striving most strenuously to convert Siberia into a 
second paradise. Still, on the other hand, Siberia must not 
be fancied the very worst place on earth. We do not, it is 
true, hear the chimiping larke, because they would starve 
there ; but we find, as some compensation, larch-lrees, whose 
fruit and shade the settler can enjoy. The smaller elegan- 
ces and enjoymeiits of life-thread, meal, vegetables, and fruit 
— axB hung higher in the basket ; but, on the other hand, 
he 18 at liberty to loast, dry, and pickle hares, weasels, 
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foxes, fiah.. Straw to lie on mi^bt perhapB prick tbe exile^ so 
he can recliae oi; his self-sbot bearsliio. The Siberian flora, in 
the Botanical Garden at Petci-fiburg, proves with what glorious 
hues the earth adorns itself on the Yeniijei and the Cbatanga ; 
and on these the stomach can gaze its fill ; and the confec- 
tioners in Yakutsk and other resorts of fashion, nevet suffer 
from a deficiency of ice. 

I feel Badly depressed at the thought, that an immense 
desert, condemned by Heaven itself to sterility, ehould serve 
as the abidijig place of unhappy exiles. The retnembraDce 
of BO many dear friends who have been thrust irrevocably into 
this grave, can only tear open wounds which cause me bitter 
ttgony. In the place of each of these nnhappy wretches, I 
could furnish hundreds of men a thousandfold more criminal, 
useless, and really wicked, who at present keep their title and 
rank by conduct of the worst description. All this can ouly 
render me thoughtful and naelancholy. But whenever I meet 
with the most glowing panegyrics on Russia, I cannot restrain 
my indignation. I do not quarrel with Eussia ; I could not 
alter her condition, even if I were to strain and burst lite the 
frog^ in the fable. But I quarrel with those who try to ruin 
others by praisijjg her as an invaluable country. Time and 
patience will but confirm the truth of my statements. 

I was once requested by the relations of a Governor-general 
of Siberia, to recommend a tator, German or rretich, for his 
faniily. A salary of sis thousand mbles was the enticement. 
But the letters written by the Viceroy to his sister, which she 
Lad allowed me to read previously, contained so many com- 
plaints about the society in which he moved, and his mode of 
life, that it was impossible for mo to make any one the offer ; 
and a few years conlirmed the correctness of my judgment. 

Officers and emplayia, who lived in Siberia, have described 
to me Tobolsk, Beresov, Ycmsciesk, Yakutzk, Peter Paul, 
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Omsk, and ttey ^ada every exertion to be removed again 
from the counlrv of misery. Never yet Las a free man com- 
mitted Buch a sin as to praise this district of wretchedness. 

Merchants who have themsfilvea been to Tynmen and 
Kiachta to increase their basin ess, gladly resigned all tope of 
profit, in order never again to enter Siberia ; and yet these 
towns are at least popnlated, although so far apart tliat each 
forms in itself a separata world. Everywhere banished men 
are to be found — everywhere the fearfully punished culprit 
groans beneath the continual burden. They labour in the 
mines, quarries, in the forests, on new ostroga (wooden forts) 
for the reception of future transports ; they drag^ post-l)oats 
and provitsion-barges up the rivers for hundreds and hun- 
dreds of miles. Any one not condemned to the mineB can 
ptircbase a honse in the desert, where he miost contrive to 
support life by hunting and fishing. 

The fi'ontier districts of Siberia from the Ural Mountains 
along the southern monntain range, through the whole of 
Asia to the soTith-enstom promontory of Utzkoi, and thenco 
along Kaniscl]atka to the north, are generally filled with con- 
victs provided by the courts of juBtice, In the centre and to 
the north those most feared are kept, namely, those teansported 
for political delinquencies. 

The ostrogs in the mines are inhabited only by those com- 
pelled to work in them, who are guarded by soldiers and 
driven to laboor, part irith, part without, chama. Wo to the 
unhappy wretch whose blood is not sufficiently cooled, and 
who dares to utter a word about severity, or to forget himself 
in any other way I For here, where be has no longer a name, 
but is only enrolled and known by a number (like cattle 
driven to market), few qiiestions are asked if the life to which 
the number is attucheii is taken by violence, aod another 
placed under this number. We have shown, that in Peters- 
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hnrg jnstioe cannot be anywhere found | then who woald 
mek it on tfao Baikal? 

Doaltlesa none of the exiles would endure lifelong misety 
without daring an attempt at flight, did they not learn that 
on the south-westtra extremity they would only go from 
Scylla into Charyhdis hy croeaing the frontier ; that among 
the eava^e Asiatic honles, whose dialects axe strange to them, 
they would have no better fate than among the civilized 
Eussians j and along tlie Chinese frontier the Russian Govern- 
jnent ha3 effectually stopped any attempt ftt escape by the 
handsome sura it pays for the estradition of any fugitive* 
The avaricious Chinese first flogs the Russian deserter for 
daring to pollute the Celestial Einpire with hie footsteps, and 
then exchanges hitn for the agreed-on euns. Any one can 
imagine for himself what his reception on his return will be. 

If the exile is condemned to hard laliour for a certain 
DUmher of years, and his body is strong enough to survive 
this period, a place of residence is afterwards indicated to him. 
He cannot expect to live by his daily labour, for there is no one 
to hire him. In Tobolsk, Otadt, Orenburg, and Cathariuen- 
burg, there is in bo far an alleviation of the misery, in the 
fact that many work for Government, and thus gain bread Ht 
least, Oq the other hand, the most fearful form of banish- 
ment is to the Barabinsk Steppe—an immense barren dis- 
trict,, where Catharine XI. had the first ostroffa buOt. 

How many of these exiles for life, guilty and innocent, 
may be lost and forgotten in these fearful deserts 1 Is Tcbe- 
glovgki not an instance ? How many of the prisoners of war, 
taken in 1812, may atlU be concealed there? By the interference 
6f the French ambassador, De Barante, several of them were 
searched out, and liberated after twenty years' banishment. 

To Alexander's humanity we owe the cessation of the mu- 
tilating and branding of those condemned to Siberia* For- 
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merly, after kn outing, their nose was slit on toth Bides, a W. 
( Wor — thief) Lumed into their foreheftds, and powder rubbed 
into the wound. 

Tbe causes exposing a man to the mk of deportation are 
not merely confined to the crimes indicated in the code of 
1835 ; bnt estend to everything- that it is poBsible for the 
RuBsian mind to regard as a crime, Contlemnation to Siberia 
13 a ground for divorce. In banishment, a man may marry 
again if he likes, or rf any lady feels an inclination to share 
the fortunes of a murderer or scoundreL There is, as will be 
seen, the greatest possible rcigard paid to the populating of 
Siberia, and not less to the perfectlon.iaing'of Siberian morality. 

It would be diflBcult for the Government to find volunteers 
to manage this acadimis des inscriptions numeroti^s^ were not 
all those civilians who are educated in an institiition at the 
cost of the Crown bound to serve for the first bis years after 
leaving the eBtablishment. They cannot, therefore, murniur 
at whatever place in the whole empire is choeen for them. A 
doctor, architect, student, &c., who has no powerful protection, 
ia broken in to the service beyond the Ural, from the Arctic 
reg'ions, as far as the advanced posts of Schatnyl. 

Tiie exiles are usually removed from the prisons of the 
governmental towns at early dawn. In Petersburg they are 
driven in a van to the Moscow barrier, where the escort 
awaits them, and friends and relations bid adieu for life to the 
banished. They are here fastened to a chain, and the devil's 
music commences. The procession moves on, and it growe 
larg-er at every town. The chain In itself is painful. If ono 
of the prisoners scats hiniself, the others must either follow his 
example or stand in a stooping position. When one rises, 
he drags up the rest. The chain is never taken off. In their 
escort, made up of CossackB and Tartars, every epark of com- 
pasaion is extinguished, through the freqaency of the flight, 
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antl tli€y cren rob the miserable men of a portion of their 
daily bread. Comjiassionate persons along the road band 
the exiles a few kopecks, hut if they did not share tbem with 
the «Tned men, they would expose themselves to ill treatment. 
Just imagine, in ajdditioa to the scanty fare of bread and 
water, the climate, savage as the nation^ — whera in winter the 
teixr IB frozen on the cbeek, and in Bnmmer the snn bums 
like red-hot iron on the head, and on tlie feet swathed m 
rags. The chain grates, the frost cuts, or the eweat scalds. 
Thna they progress about fifteen, miles daily — the third day 
h one of rest. The end of the journey lies at a distance of 
from 2000 to 10,000 versta. 

The largest convoy which ever started from Petersburg' on 
this fearful journey, in which so many find their death, was 
in 1826. Women, who seek for permission to remain faith- 
ful to Christianity and to cleave to their husbands, are allowed 
to obey their feelings of humanity, and to accompany ihetn. 
But the instances are rare. Tba more glorious, consequently, 
was the deed of the Princess Trubetzkoi, which Custine first 
made public. He bag thereby given a permanent value lo 
his book. Tbat portion of his narrative was contradicted by 
his enemies ; but tUey have been unuble to gainsay its value 
or truth j and all the confradictioiis have only made manifest 
how utterly hHrdened the Eusslan heart must be to the most 
blessed influences of liumnnity and lovingkindness. 

The Princess's deed was worthily esteemed by the foreigners 
in Petersburg. That the EuBsians evinced less sympathy, ia 
the consequence of that ossilicatioD of the beart-nervea, which 
protects them even in the most friemlly circles from every 
liboral remark, and which protected them the more at that 
period, as it was generally known bow ungraciously the 
Princess's decision was regarded at Court. 

The noble-minded woman would certainly have drawn tears 
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from the plebs of the Resitlence, had bEg announced in the 
papera that she wonld be seated at a window in the Moscow 
Prospect, to look heroically on the paesing convoy, and wave 
her handkerchief as a farewell to her hosbnnd. "Ob how 
glorious t" wotdd then have been the exclamation. "My 
God, how she criefll" And in the evening a visit to the 
theatre ! Why, all eyes would have been turned toward her, 
and even a. hurrah wonld not have been prohibited by the 
police I 

I will aBsnrae the truth of Grelsch's statement, that the 
Emperor offered to have the exile's children educated in a 
Crown institute, for roy belief h founded on my confidence m 
the monarch. But the woman, who felt religion in her heart, 
who preferred the greatest wretchedness to rending the bonds 
of affection according- to the usual fashion- — this wotnan, as a 
mother, would poggess sufficient prida not to accept a favour 
for her children, when she had the means at eommand, herself 
to do what the Imperial clemency offered to do for her. What 
such a mother is to her children, no military or other iu- 
Btitutions ever can be. Algebraic equations and mathematical 
formalisra, which are acqnired in these eBtabli&hmonts, are far, 
far inferior to the light with which the maternal heart can 
illamino and warm its children. The influence of a virtuous 
mother is mote powerful, more beautiful than all school and 
church wisdom. 

Thoae who would «ot have acted like the Princess, must 
not be so inhuman as to judge her by their own feelings. The 
action she performed was of iticalculahle benefit for Russia, 
as it proved that among sixty millions, there was at least one 

sart which did not beat in accordance with the will of the 
jzrt. Such jowela are rare in Russian history, but henco 
they glisten all the more vividly. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



CHUaCJH AHO BCHOOt. 

The KowiiD Ctiiirc^ — rmngc-wprthlp — OnfimlDg and gwruilflcUoma — Public worsJilis — 
P««Ung— Tlw Bntter-waek — VfnfWe for tli« Hniraroi' — Tbo ehoml utniot — The 
FatdFtrot) — TliB Holy Synod — Tbe popea— The PrliDat« of Peteraburg — The btnclc 
^agy — Mlmelai— 8l Anthanir — The moijMtcTits— 9t, AJeiamler SeTsti — Tiigtisa- , 
■g«9 — SohinnilUa — TliB Boskolotka— The cominisstiob — Bii|itlMii, — The cnna-j 
nunlon— IpionuLCB at tbe popea— Fatjilisiii — TLe leva — £xpu]Muli of tbe Jesuiti^ 
— Tbe EEuteihoUd&ya — Thficchwli — Peter tbe Oro&t — Oermanlairi— Tins neiTcral^ 
—Instfucdoa — Ftiinale Kbaols — The EmpreH Sowi^Dr — 6oar<Jing-aclioal»— A 
valu&blB tencheE' — William Tell — The OdTernor-ifcneTBl eai Ibe bonrding-Bcliool — 
FiiblEc «x&»)iii»tlL>tU! — rrWile tuton — HdticaUau In the ptoviaces— Inspoctots — 
XgDDruit prufcHon— OoaclUitlBiL 



The Busaian Church is founded on tlie Bible, as tbey say, ] 
authoritatively, and on tbe Fathers of the first four centuries,, 
nrgiimentatively. The ApostoHc, tbe (EcameJiic, ami the] 
Russiati Church Creeds contain their articles of belief. Their 
external domestic and public worship is based on prayer, 
oroBaing, «vnd fasting. The prayers are said before luiages ; ; 
Christ, Mary the mother of God, and a legion of eaints, are j 
the objects of adoration. 

In a corner of a rootn hang^ large or gmall glass Loses ; 
within them is a tin sun, with a hole in the centre ; beneath 
it, tjij drapery with two holes. Out of tbe sun peers the face 
of the idol (generally the "Virgin with a darls-btown gipsy 
countenance), and in the lower holes the Lands are visible. 
A lamp hangs hy a chain in front of the box. Before a few 
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images, lamps bum const^atly ; before otbera, they are only 
lighted on Saturday eveuin^j and ou the eyes of saints' day?. 
Among the rich the pictures are adorned with false pearle. 
All that the craBsest want of taste can devise, Is displayed on 
their idols ; and fearful enough at tim«3 is the aspect of the 
mulatto or bearded and sqnmting- countenance seen throngh 
ita allotted hole. If we were to place the carved and de- 
corated idol of a Calmuck or Mongolian by the aide of a 
Etissian idol, it is a question whether taeto and fancy would 
not decide in favour of the former. 

The piou8 Kuegian grows up in Mb religion before idols 
made by carpenterB and cabinet-makers. *' Where is God?" 
the parent or the nurse asks the infant, while moving its baud 
mechanically on its forehead and chest, to teach it how to 
cross itself betimes. If it has got so far as to point to the holy 
box, where God is, no one doubts its piety and sure pro- 
spect of that felicity to which the adored picture is able to 
raise it. 

Before these pictures the Ensaian throws himself on his 
face, with outstretched arms, timea innumerable— in the morn- 
ing, before and after meals, when be comes into a room, in 
the eyening, and on Tarious other occasions, never omitting 
to cross himself the while. The chief contents of his prayer 
are the incessantly-repeated words, " The Lord have mercy 
on us 1" Very frequently you can see before the closed image- 
boxes, on the market-places, and in front of the chiuches, 
well-dressed woraen, who cannot resist their pious impulse, and 
lie stretched Oflt in dnst and dirt. The Eussian never walks 
or drives past a chtirob, even if he can only see its cupola iu 
the distance, without crossing^ himself. He crosses himself 
over his glass of brandy, in illness and in health, in thun- 
der and lightning, on seeing a corpse carried past, before 
receiving the knout — and after, in case he survive its torture 
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— in lying' and dieating, and so on — in sliort, tbe crofls muat 
at all times protect and absolve him. 

One evening several Tvorkmen came down tho Neveki 
Perepectiv from a house they were building. They carried 
boards, which, as it was soon proved, they had Btokti. At 
the Kazan Church they stopped and crossed themselves. An 
overseer hurried after them. He paid no respect to their 
piety, but gave them a good thrashing with a stick during 
their prayers, and compelled ihem to carry back the stolen 
property. Soon after, thoy returned and continued theic in- 
terrupted devotions ia front of the church. 

The Russian idolatry i3 found even among RussLanized 
German Protestant families. They cross theoiselTes jast as 
zealously as the Enssians before the shrines in their rooms. I 
never observed th,is servility among English and French, but 
in very m<my German faniilieSj who kept the Eussian pictures 
of saints in their apartraents, nnder the pretext that they did 
80 for the sake of the Eussian domestics. 

*' Are you of the Enssian relig^ion ?" I asked a State-cotm- j 
cillor, who bowed and crossed himself, together with his wife 
and children, both before and after dinner, in front of St, 
Alexander Nevski. 

" Ko ; I am a Lutheran. Wliy do you ask ?" 

" Beeause 1 saw you behaving quite like a Riisaiiin." 

" Oh 1 you must not he surprised at that ; we do not be- 
lieve m such nonsense of course, hut we have accualonied 
ourselves to it ; we ctune much into contact with Eitfislans, 
and these things please them." 

FaHting sends hundreds of thousands to the grave, who 
toight else have been long livers. The number of fast-days 
exceeds half a year. Eussia could not export so much cereal 
produce, were it not for the authority of the Church, The 
seven weeks prior to Easter, form the longfest period of fast- 
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ing in Russia. The eighth week hefore it, is the Butter-weet, 
BO called because ihey are allowed to eat huttor during it. 
In all the fasts, meatj milk, eggs, and butter are Luteidicted, 
The principal food, during the seven months of fasting-, con- 
sista of fresh, dried, and salted muBhrooms. These black dried 
fungi veiTT soon grow mouldy. In the Petersburg fruit-marketa 
any one can see how those mouldy mushrooms are washed 
and scrubbed, and sold as an infallible specific for the attain- 
ment of eternal felicity, K Heaven were to withdraw these 
cryptogamia from Kussia, her population tmisi either starve 
or the export trade in grain he given up. The Russian holla 
these fungi in water, shreds in onion, adds salt, poure oil on 
the mess ; and thus produces his daily listing food, whic!i he 
can only vary with schtecki sou p. On Boveral fast-days, how- 
ever, fish, baked in oil, is allowed. 

There are annually four great fasts — before Easter, after 
Whitsuntide, in August, and from the 15th November to 
Christmas. Wednesday and Satiurday are ordinary fast-days 
all tlie year round. The Russian churches are open daily, and 
service is performed, in which the ringitig of tho bells forms 
a prominent part. Piety is either aroused or really startled 
by a multitude of ceremonies. Choral singing and mass- 
reading form the chief staple, and tho reading of the homilies 
of Chiysostom and other Patriarchs, is the only means of 
edification of the standing, incessantly-crossing congregation. 
A principal feature of tho public service, and one without 
which it must never be performed, is the reading of tho 
long prayer for the family of the Czar. Every member of 
it, from tho Emperor downwardsj is mentioned by name ; and 
this extends to the Grand Duchesses maiTied to foreign I'rinces. 

Would Schleiermachcr have escaped a mission to the Lena, 
or a condemnation as mente captuSf had he let the following 
words be heard in Rusaia ? 
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" No Christian princo should saffer, much less demand, 
that the prosperity of himself and his family should he made, 
ia so detailed and ccrcmoniouB a fiishioD, a staoding^ Sun- 
day article of belief, because the thought occurs to us, that 
the same prayers would have to be Baid if the ruler were a 
tyrant, and his nearest advisers the objects of general atjd 
righteous execration. It may lie a^ked, what monarchB. imagino 
they gain by such frefxuenfc compulsory and nearly always 
empty and ostensible confesfliouB of miiversal attachment and 
sympathy. The only healthy and truly Christian idea is the 
prayer for a blessing on the public administration, and for 
the fidelity of every individual concerned in it; and in ao 
other sense onght we to pray for any man," 

I have asked this questioti only for the sake of those who 
assert that people can think and talk as freely in Eussia as 
in England, France, or Germany. 

Of benches and diairs the Euasian Church knows as littlo 
AR of music, A few churches in tlie Besidenee have siogera 
who are worth hearing. The chief choir is that of the Court 
chapel. It need not be stated thai this chapel muBt be ac- 
knowledged the first in the world ; Bussians and Phllo- 
KuBsians dare not say othenviae. Any one, however, who 
has felt the elevating power of song, when supiKirted by in- 
Btniioental music in one of tlie Catholic churches of Vienna, 
Dresden, Milnich, or Parian will not creduloualy yield to the 
effect produced in the palace of the Czars. The boasting has 
recently attained its highest pitch, ae this BuGsian choir is 
now preferred to the Sistine Chapel in liome, and the com- 
poBitioiiB of a Bortniansky and Loof, placed on a level with 
those of the fir^t miuitcre of church mtiaic. The Bussiaa 
sycophant, who propagates such nonaenHe in German papera, as 
recently appeared in the Ilamburff Carrespondance,, has surely 
ao idea of what church muBic really ia. I should like to know 




THE HOLY SYNOD, 



303 



what Russian lias. As to Bortniansky himself, wkose chorals 
are regarded as the ns plus ultra of Russian church nniBic, his 
comprjftitjona show plainly enough that he has not. It ia not 
necessary to be a Pergolesi to understand that such music is 
better suited to an opera than to a church. The Kussians 
have a great nuinhcr of very deep bass voices, hut are sadly 
deficient in the tenor, alto, and Boprano parts. 

Tho head of the Eussiau Cliurch, till 1702, was the Patri- 
arch. Peter I. united this archiepiseopal dignity with Lis 
own secular power, and appointed the synod as highest cleri- 
cal court, whose members, like those of the Senate, were 
nominated by the Caar, and in which, at the present day, a 
general and wing adjutant helps to save souls, as ProcuraLor- 
goneral. Peter I. himself porformed aa Pontlfex Maximua he- 
foi'c the high altar. 

Next in rank to the primate come the metropolitans (arch- 
bisliops), the abbots of monasteries, the bishops, the proto- 
popes (oldest clergy in tlie churches). 

The clergy, through Peter's reform, have lost power and 
respect, and consequently influence, but they have gained in 
knowledge. Enssian history proves that the greatest crimes 
have been consecrat-ed by the clergy, and that thoy gladly 
offered a helping hand to the most unscrupulous tyranny of 
the Czars ; in this respect, then, t!ie czario power really 
gained little or nothing by its junction with the sceptre of the 
Church, but a great deal, on the other band, by the unhmJted 
absolute authority acquired over the nation in conaeqiienee ; 
now the greatest to be found on earth. Human institutiouB 
cannot soar above the sole absolute goversor over Ijfe, mind, 
person, and property. To stand above the law, and yet to 
keep every one else in leading-strings by the law ^ a sole, 
unrestricted, adored terreetrial god 1 why, even the Dalai 
Lama of the Calmncks has not attained to such a height, for, 
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when called on to decide & process, among; the iirlnces of the 
horde, the Dalai Lama has nothing given him to eat Wt 
flour and vinegar, in order to hasten his decision. This de- 
serves imitation ! 

Among the metropolitans, the aged and reverend primate 
of Petershurg^ was the only one who retnembered the former 
power of the primates, and who opposed tbe reigning Empero 
on several occasions. The Czar once Beat for tbe aged man 
He requested his consent to an ecclesiastical chang-e, and 
when he met with resistance, the metropnlitao laid Iiis cross 
on tbe table, and said, •' I restore my oSice to the Czar — -here 
is my head. I canTiot act otherwise 1 " The rtquest was 
withdrawn ; but what the Emperor yielded to tlioso white 
hairs, no other primate succeeded in obtaining. *' Have we 
not now laws adapted to promote the general welfarcl*" the 
Czar asked the same man on another occasion. " Tes I " the 
metropolitan answered danntlessly, " and a mighty abyss be 
neath them 1 " 

The saperior clergy are chosen from the black clergy 
yonng and old rush into a monastery with a firm dctermi 
nation to pray themfielves into saints. Monlis and nuns, 
therefore, gladly settle in families, where they find tlie mos 
credulity, and not unfrequently they succeed in inducing 
yonng people to adopt a monastic life. Merchants, clerks, 
and apprentices, become monks, in order Lereafttr to draw 
tho great priae fi"om the urn of sanctity, and be worshipped 
as saints. Tho Emperor Nicholas created the last saint, a, 
gentleman whoae earthly covering was found entire, and lie 
Boon became extremely fashioiiiihle. 

That these KaintB perform miracles, which far surpass ima- 
gination, no sensible man may doubt. In Novgorod, for 
instance, the great millstone may be Been, on which the never- 
to-be-forgotten St. Anthony sailed from EomSf vid the Mcdi- 
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terranean, Atlantic, GEeiman Ocean Bud Ealtict direct to 
Novgorod. 

One of the chief monaaterles in the empire ig that of Alex- 
ander Nevski in Petersburg, built in honour of the Grand 
Duko Alexander, who defeated a hostile army at this spot. 
His gentleness alone may have procured him a niche among 
the saints, for, according to Karaniein, he dragged the pri- 
soners at his Horse's tail, ivund the camp, till he killed them. 
In 1723, his bones were carried by 400 clergy from Vladimir 
to the laonastcTy. His memory is kept in reverence by Peter's 
Alexander Nevski order, a red ribbon witb reil enamelled 
eroBS, and golden eagle, althougli St, Andrew with the blue 
ribbon stands above him. 

The most important Russian monasteTy is that of tlio 
Trinity at Kiev, whither a Prince GoHtain carried Peter, at 
the age of twelve, for safety, after he had been nearly mnr- 
dered in an inBurrection at Moscow ; for which the brother 
afterwards requited his sister Sophia, by hanging her par- 
tisans in front of her windows, In the vaults of this 
Monastery, lies a quantity of blackish -brown saints, nothing 
hut skin and bone, to whom ptous sonla pay visits from 
the whole empire, when the monks do not fail, by a dis- 
play of their tricks, to draw tlie requisite fees from super- 
stition. 

The pious inhabitants of the Residence generally go a 
pilgrimage up the Heva, to the Monaatery of Tifcn, or to 
that of the Trinity, not far from Strelna. By a tour on foot 
thither, all sins are washed away by the monks ; and any one 
who observes male and female Binners performing the pilgrim- 
age, may convince himself of the bigotry prevailing in the 
Eesidence, I am cot here speaking of the wandering ^a; 
populi, hilt of countesses, burgomasters' ladies, and other 
members of fashionable families, who march through the thick- 
8 U 
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eat <lnst on tbe high ro&d, in the fiercely Ifumiag iie 
their alioes in their blind, 

The Rusaiaii Church is divided into a numher of sects. Tho 
two principal are the orthodox and the Koskolnika, or Separ- 
atists. A tnonk has explained the reason of the diEscnsfoQ 
in his folio, entitled, ** The Faith of Stone." The chief con- 
test appears to have been about the maimer of makbig the 
cross, " Whoever does not hold the three fingers as we tto, 
in crossing, denies the Trinity I" was the cry of the OrtbcNiox. 
But other reasons as well sepajated the Eoskolniks from them. 
These were seised, from time to time, with an espctation of 
th^e day of judgmentj under which exjjectatioii tiiey dresi 
tbemBolvea in white, and laid themselves, swathed like corpi 
in ditchea and caves, to awa.it the end of the world, until 
stomach grew wearied of delay. At first, the RoskoUuks 
were escommunicated. That waa of no ubo, their number in- 
• creaeed. Both partieis had recourse to abuse, and propagated 
Bcandalous reports about eacb other. A branch sect of the 
Eoskolniks has not yet freed itself from the charge of im- 
morality. Peter I. assailed these schisms and impurities with 
& daring band ; but the evil was not extirpated. Tbe Czar 
then took refuge in ridicule. He ordered that every Eoskolnik 
should carry a red square patch sewed to the back of hia 
caftan. This was of some service ; but atUl the Separatista en- 
dured insults and suffering, and unflinchingly adhered to their 
belief. They have at the present day their churcbeB in the 
capital, and in other parts of the empire, and their devotees 
augment yearly. The old hostility has been kept up with 
6Uch frcsbneBs, that the Eoskolniks would sooner tolerate 
heretics in tlieir churcbeB than the orthodox Russians. 

The character of the Eussian religion is image-woi^bi 
adoration of saints, and the performance of a multitude of 
estemal ceremonies, as pious observancea. It obBcures the 
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mental vision of man, till it renders him ntterfy blind, and he 
gi'opes about in the dark. It does not hold out to him, as a 
Christianj the Grospel, hnt its own outward ceremonies, images, 
and pomp ; and bonourB God'a mortal image on earth by magni- 
ficent building's, and luxurious food and clothing. It Bpeaks of 
Christian hope, but nnderstanda by it only certain articles of 
belief, which must ho driven into the orthodox like the articlea 
of war into the reoruit. It promises its devotees a resurrectioa 
to govern the ■world. Hence a regular passport is laid under 
the head of the dead man, in which the ChiiTch attests, by 
seal and signature, that Ivan Nikiphorovitch Shtuhitserianoff 
was attached to the trae religion, and performed its duties 
without Btumbling ; St. Nicholas ia therefore prayed to show 
him the right road to heaven's gates, and not to refuse him a 
word of recommendation to Peter. 

The Eiissian Church proves the purity of its truly Christian 
doctrine by a epecial eemce, actually only directed against 
pagans, but extended by the orthodox Russian to every one 
not confessing bis own faith.^ Once annually, on a Sunday, 
the " Commination" is read^ From the altar the most fearful 
curses are poured forth on all the unbelievers, and the fervent 
prayer uttered, interspersed with countless repetitions of " Lord 
have mercy upon us," that God may Bend His creatures to the 
infernal regions and their incessant torttii*. Even the Rus- 
sian shudders when ho says, " To-day is Comminatioa." 

The sacraments of the Eusaian Church are the communion, 
baptism, confession, matrimony, extreme nnction, and anoint- 
ment. On the reception of a human being into the Christian 
fold, the pope takes the child in hia arms, olosest its ears, 
mouth, and nostrils by a peonliar movement, and dips it 
tbrice under water in the name of the Trinity. But, though 
the Holy Spirit is supposed to have already commenced Hia 
work of mercy in the mother's womb, the Eussiani dogma 
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does not appear quite to trust bo Him ; for in order that tbe 
" Diavol " may not catch hold of the new-comer into tho 
world, the pope cuts off a tuft of its hair, kneada it in wax, 
and throws it in the font. He then places himself at the head 
of all the ^od-parents, and leads thein tlirice round the foot, 
with a rapid outpouring of prajera, and thus everything di*- 
holical is expelled frotu the child. The baptism produces a 
Bpiritual relationship ; but does not prevent the god-papa and 
god-daughter from falling in love and marrying. The child 
receives at its christening the name of the saint who stands 
in the calendar against the particular day, and bo the Busaian 
celebrates his name-day, and not hia hiTthday. 

At the communion bread is crumbled into red wine, and 
given to the communicant spoon-wtse. Three years' omission 
of taking the sacrament is punished by penacce. There is no 
preparation for this sacrament, and little children as well a« 
adults share in it. I know Tchinovuiks who never go to the 
altar, hut who, by sciidiiig a red bank-note (ten rubles), re- 
ceive a testimonial as regular communicantB. The seven 
weeks before Eaeter, render the usually corpulent popes very 
busy^n mass-reading, confession, and giving of the aacra- 
mcut— for the communicant visits the church thrice dai]y 
during a whole week. 

One church is built nest another — close to palaces, acade- 
mies, barracks, arsenals, cadet- corps, schools, lazarettos. In- 
stitutions of every description have their own special church. 
The hells make a deafening din — they cause the fingers to 
assume their orthodox position in making the sign of the cross 
— ^they summon to service— 

"niini Inaoln TWba, 

But the praying soul is forgotten in ths cloud of incense, 
and all care for it is left to the gilded eflSgy of the saint. 
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Any one in tte metropolis — wliither, be it remembered, the 
most educated popes are summoned, to conceal ae far as possible 
tlie ignorance of the clergy from tLe multitude of foreigners 
— who has an opportunity of conversing with tlie clergy, 
will gain the clearest poBsible view of the value of the article 
which the Russian Ohurch offers its tme believers. What 
becomes of the respect that should be felt for a clergyman, 
when the people accuse him of the lowest degradation — of 
cheating-, thieving, of vice and crimes of every description ? 
However, the miriiclea continually tsking place in all the 
churches of the empire are proofs of the beneficent light pro- 
pag^ated through the country 1 

We find no nation in Europe so devoted to fatalism as the 
Eussian, *' What is to be done," the Kussian says at every- 
thing that appears, " it is God's will !" If bis wife, bis child, 
or his cow dies through bis own fault, still "it is God's will 1" 

" What could induce you to steal ?" 

" The devil knows why I stole I By Heaven ! I did not 
■?v'ish it ; but the devil willed it." 

Toleration of all religions is fixed by ukase. Without 
these sacred assurances, Kussia would never have learned that 
there was light iu the world. At the present moment, how- 
ever, she seems to shun too ranch light ; she still leaves 
toleration on paper, but seeks in practical life to modify it as 
she findw expedient. 

" 1 do not want Jews in my country," said Peter, " my 
Kussian s are Jews," — a true remark in many respects. 
At that time, although a Jew was Court-banker, there were 
but few of his countrymen in Russia ; but these few were 
able to shake the religious principles of many Eusslans. 
These were converted to Judaism. They worshipped in 
cellars with the Jews, and kept the Sabbath, Catharine IL 
filled the country with Jews, and now they cannot be distin- 



m 



310 



SECOLLKCTIONS t»F BI73SIA. 



1 mi 



gnished from the native RusMans, as they have teen forbidJen^— . 
to wear the Jewish garb. ^H 

Peter, in 1719, expelled the Jesuits, The mwiTfesto on th^m 
church doors told the reason why, and the expuision waa not 
effected without some intolerant measures. But Loyola's dis* 
ciplea are never disconcerted ; they returned in large bodies, 
till Alexander I. ag'ain drove them across the frontiers in 
1823. Those memhers of the dangerous order who escaped j 
expulsion are still working silently hut perceptibly. 

With the exception of the Polish provinces, Catholics are 
less numerous in Roasia than Lutherans. In Petersburg and 
Moscow they have only one church. The priests appointed 
to these have never injured their reputation in any way. 
The church was never more crowded than when Pater Gosler 
preached, and, aa his popular diBcoiirsea attracted many 
BuBsians, who elightly understood German, it was not long 
ere he was Bent across the frontier, I heard him preach 
once. " Will you confees to your pope this visit to a bepetic 
Church?" I naked a Euasian sitting next to me, and atten- 
tively liBtening'. "Certainly not/' he replied; "I know 
whence the hatred of the popes and tbe spirit of persecation 
ariees. I never omit a Sunday at this church. I understand tbia 
man's language ; but the sermons in your Lutheran oburcbea 
are too lofly or too cold for tac — here I find more devotion I " 

The Lutherans in Petersburg have their German churches, 
a Swedo-German, and a Finnish, each with a large congrega- 
tion. They did not boast any distinguished preachers. No 
matter, as long as what tbe priest teaches is in accordance 
with God's Spirit, 

The greatest Russian festival is that of Easter, The whole 
holiday week io a repetition of the Carnival. The torture of 
the long fast baa been survived. Mutual presents of egga 
are made, and,, while giving tbetn, all kiiss one another thrice, 
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— ^the slave the master, tha poor the rich, the M«nd the 
friend. In Bhort, for the gift of an egg stained red or bin©, 
the aTaaleuT of kissing" may aravisQ himself a whole week. 
The popular joy in town and country \b ehowa in eating anJ 
driDklng, and for this purpose numerons Tisita are paid. Dur- 
ing this week, there is a privileged Saturnalia. The police 
ore not allowed to punish drunkards hy making them sweep 
the streetH ; but must only pick them up out of the gutter, 
and let them sleep at the station. 

In the Residence, between the Winter Palace and the 
Isaac's Church booths are built, in which all sorts of artistes 
display themselves on horseback, on foot, or on a rope. In 
front of them are montagnes Busses^ swings of every descrip- 
tion, and carousals. The out- cracking mob lounges about 
between thorn. Bound this El-dorado nobility and ignohility 
drive at a soleiiin pace, and on the pavement the spectatorg 
stand, In snow or mud, nccording as the festival happens early 
or late. Gendarmes and other police assistants keep the 
crowd in order and disperse them at ennset, to begin the same 
amnseiaent the next day, until on Sunday evening the last 
drop is swallowed from the beaker of pleasure, and each 
sighs, " Well, thank God, that's over — I am th-ed of amTise- 
ment ! " A universal aeedinesB is ihefinaU of the Festival of the 
Eeaurrection and its enjoyment. Allopaths and homceopaths, 
BUrgeotis, apothecaries, popes, and undertakers, begin to drive 
a prosperons trade, and the grave-diggers are never better 
satisfied with the medical and clerical support than about 
this time, as well as after all long fasts and festivals. 

The muldtutle of churches passed during a jouraey from 
Petersburg to Moscow, will be sufficient to prove what a land 
of piety Russia is ; and if onco the Russian anticipations of 
a universal empire are fulfilled, then the earth will be driven 
from its orbit by the banging and braying of the bells. Well 
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for ua tbfLt the uaiTerss goes oa ita osual conrse, not caring^ 
for the wishes and hopes of mortals 1 

To Ckurch and monaatery is attached one of the mo^ im- 
portant of State iiia<?hiQes, whose movements have already left 
many a stranger in doubt ag to whetlier tLey were oil, flour, 
or paper millsi, but on cloaer inquiry he learns that ia these 
numerous huilding'a tbe educiitional system is carried on. 

Tho principal object in these temples of learning- ia the at- 
taining' the highest degree of ohe Jience. The scholastic system 
is therefore reduced to cultivating- (1) a strong- bact, (2) pray- 
ing lips, aud (3) flexible knees. A |)Oet says of tiertaln scholars : 

" Tb«j gue en (heir toofans and w hvcomt taoU :' 

but this cannot have been intended for Eussian schools, for 
in RiiBsia you may not even aak, " Ib this or that ediool a 
good one?" Here all arc good. No Unssiftn has ever yet 
written about defects in the schools of his country — doubtless 
there is a certain wisdom in this. 

Recently, Russia has, by establishing a number of Bchoola, 
screwed herself up to the notion that she is on a level with the 
most prominent European nations. " Pet«r I. and hia auccos- 
sora," sa.y the Russian official scribes, " were compelled to in- 
sult the national self-love by foreign culture, in order to draw 
nearer to European civiliaation. But what was formerly 
necessary, h so no longer. The time for mere imitation ia 
past foe Rassia; she can now follow her own views. The 
Russian nation has its own genius, its own language and reli- 
gion, and therefore tho education of youth must be conducted 
in accordance with the special character of the nation.^' 

" Hie BliodnA, hie salt* I" 

This logic might, it ia true, be equally used by the Caucasian 
mountaineers, Turks, Poles, Persians, Germans, Finns— only 
Russia does not allow its validity in theii' case. We do not 
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deny the fact of a quantity of new schcxjls having been eeta- 
blishcd. The only doulit ia, whether anything is gained by 
them, for we may reasonably ask, " While you really wish to 
remain in that state in whicli you esteem yourgelf bo Ijlessed, 
can your desire to educate mankiud be sincere ? If you can- 
not give the whole, hut only a half, a quart-er, an eighth, what 
is your gift worlh, and why do you tender it ?" 

Eussia, when she set about eEtahlishing schools, behaved es- 
actl y as if forming a legion of maunfactorieB, The question was, 
not as to wkal the factories produced, but merely as to whether 
they did produce. Buildings, with tables and benches, and a 
quantity of boys and girla in them, received boards with all 
sorts of inscriptions — diatrict school, poor school, commercial 
school, Ifiw Bciiool, village school, gjfmnaeium, nniversity. 
The subject waa dealt with in a most manufacturing spirit : 
" When the machines are once provided, attention will be paid 
to tbc turning ont of the goods." Just now there was a want 
of machines ; this was foiind out by the Czar and the minister to 
whom the care of this branch of induetry was intnieted. But 
in despotic governmentB, defects can be covered and removed 
by nkascs, wbt^n other governments esert themselves in vain, 
or have at least great difficulticB to contend with. 

Nothing, however, that despotism calls to life can deny its 
origin. The Asiatic despotism in the servile north, hit on the 
idea of Europeanizing the nation, body and sonl. The men- 
tal powers required for this end, were obtained by seizing on 
Grennan nationalities. The booty acquired was made the in- 
strument wherewith to instruct the empirei But how was it 
possible for the teacher to perform his duties, and exert bis 
influcTice as be wiehed, while the German natiouality, evoked 
by liberty, was forbidden to touch oti the fundamental prin- 
ciple of despotism ? The product could but he an abortion, 
such as Eussia herself now presents to Earope. 
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Bot ttot Rtissia only wjelied, or was only Inteoded to beconn 
ostensibly Europeao, issseen from tlie deathblow given to Ge 
man education, &s soon as its strength comeB into collisi. 
with the Asiatic principle of blind obedience — as soon as it 
etrives to convert the cronching slave into an npright man— 
RS well aa &om the Euseiad demand to have this deathblow 
recognised as a popular State principle. 

If, then, Gennanism has not penetrated into Bassianism, t 
what other end has Rnsfiia employed it than to increase her 
material strength — to extend her conqnest ? The European- 
izing was nothing clac than a ctoak to conceal what she really 
intended. 

In Peter's time there were neither scholars nor teachetti \ 
the Czar himself was raw material. The constitution has not 
altered since his day ; the scholars whom he required for the 
execution of his plana soar no higher now than the wing^ 
which a petrified despotism attaches to their shoulders will 
permit. In. order to deceive Europe, Russia imitated her in- 
stitutions, and set the chief value on their titles. The moi 
dona for educational establishments was in the reign of Alex- 
ander I. Later years have only to lament retrogression, even 
thoEgh new establishments may have tiied to conceal it. 
Science holds up in the air the thumbscrews which torture her. 
Would things look different in EuBSiaj were the number of 
schools multiplied by two or three ? We doubt it. 

Parochial, district, trade, agricultural, polytechnic, military, 
mining schools, gymnasia, academies, univeisities — in short, 
every possible title for a school glistcas in Russia, with an 
elegance which Germany never cspends on her scientific 
institutions, because she cares more for the kernel than the 
husk. Porters, under-officers, clerk«, soldiers, stewanls, and 
employis of every description, stand, nm about, or idle in a 
gymnasium ; there is an incessant course of painting, white- 
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washing, and cleaning. Aa ink-spot on the wall le more 
severely pimished than a stain on the soul ; and the director 
of a gymnasium in tho Residence was positively forced to 
ask for ills dismisBal, he cause, on a royal viBit, tho potter's 
lodge was not found snfficiently white. 

Peterehurg hn^ three gymnaaia, Tho scholar, to be re- 
ceived into them, is required to read and write the Knssian 
language. As to the course of instruction for the University, 
in these preparatory schools, we may judge from the fact that 
the syllabns of Latin books only contains a Russian transla- 
tion of Boring's Introduction, the elements of conjugation and 
dedenision, and some attempts at construing Sallust. A lad 
who can read and write his own language, is ripe for the gym- 
nasium — a gymnasiast, who reads Latin, is fitted with his 
mensaj mciMw, meiiseB^ memam, to continue hie studieB at the 
University. 

The Petersburg UniverBity has only two faculties — -philo- 
aopbical and jnridical. Philosophic lee tu re-rooms in a despotic 
empire, where forty-three millions dare not educate thetoBelves 
so far aa to decline verbs in a foreign language ; where tha 
Minister of Public Instruction sayg of these forty-thty^e mil- 
lions — " If they were to dietingnish themselves by industry 
and good conduct, what advantage would they derive from it ? 
These young people, accustomed to a mode of life, of thought 
and feeling, above their rank, would find the labours they would 
have to perform on their retura home insupportable j and ex- 
perience has proved that such men either fall into a state of 
brooding melancholy, or yield to escesBes which at last 
utterly ruin theml" — Ministerial Report to the Emperor^ 
1836. 

In the juridical facuHyj Russian law, Bomaii law, ukase 
law, and national law, are taught. The lectures are oral, 
as in all the schools ; and a good memory is the chief requisite 
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for an industnous stndent, as the whole course of stndj in 
Itugaia consists in learning bj- heart, and repeating- word by 
word the dicta of the lecturers, whether the establishment he 
called aca4emj or skola. 

Instraction is imparted by lecturing. They will not teach 
a boy to think and speak, but to be silent and obey— for the 
State requires the body and not the mind. The best heads 
are warehouses filled with gooda for which there is no de- 
mand ; and the best teachers can only deaden the pupil's 
perceptioas. The scholar may gain in weight but not in 
value, juBt as geese stufied with straw and stones are sold on 
the Petersburg' market ;n winter, as well-fattened birds. 

The Government is equally attentive to the wants and 
wishes of the weaker sex. Look, for instance, at a young 
lady, educated in one of the two principal inatatutes — the 
Jungfem Kloster and tho St, Catharine's foundation. She is 
dressed, fed, and taught, according to the will of the govern- 
ment. The Russian higher and lower nobCity know no 
better education. 

Suppose a German daughter returns frota one of these 
institutions to the bosom of her family. For ais yeai-a she 
ha,3 not once crossed the threshold of the paterna.1 home. She 
has grown a stranger to parents and relatives, who were only 
allowed an hour on Sunday to speak with her, after the man- 
ner of the drawing'-room. A finicking, stiff Russian being 
coraes out, a natural German girl went in. Ignorant of all 
domiisticityj the poor creature is confounded at the eight of 
that world in which she has now to live. Her head, filled 
with phrases, is of no more value tlian the books in which 
the phrases are written in an elegant hand, and her heart hafi 
remained miserably empty. The mother* tongue is forgot- 
ten, in spite of all the grammatical exercises ; the daughter 
only Bpeaks Russ, or can answer in French when required. 
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aliuiit weather, music, danciugf, and the yidts of the EtnprcBs 
atid her ladies to the institntion. 

" Godl'^ once complained to me with teara a German 
mother, whose daughter had come back, after six years' sepa- 
ration, with firet-rate testimonials. " I do not know what has 
happenod to my Sophie. My heart bleede when I look at 
the poverty of her mind and heart. Father, mother, and 
siaters have became objects of indifference to her. I will never 
Bend another child to these inBtitntions^ even i£ we are forced 
to earn our bread hy sewing." 

I know a number of thtise beings, altered in the same man- 
ner, without any fault of their own. Many, too, possessing' 
talents ; not one of which, however, was employed or de« 
veloped. 

The Empress Marie Feodorovna was a real mother to the 
pupils of these eatablishmentB. Onoe a week certainly she 
visited her children, as she called them all without exception. 
It was not her fault if tlio establishments were not what she 
imagined, or was led to imagine, them. The last Empress was 
prevented by her weak health from being to these institutions 
what the Erapresa Dowager had been. She wished the Ger- 
man language to be brought more into use. She expressed 
her diasatlBfaction at the irnripe fruit she found. " How is 
it," she once asked a master, " that the German language ia 
tauglit with BO little result?" "There is generally little 
pleasure found in learning it," was the reply. " So I nee," 
the Empress continued ; " but yon should understand the art 
of causing the pnpils to find pleasure in it." The Empress hit 
the right spot, provided the teacherfl had only more room to 
move, and were not forced to obey the commands of others. 
But the Ministry of public instruction sets the limits of in- 
Btrnction, and every principal of a school receives secret 
orders aa to how far he may grant the scholars liberty to go. 
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The five German acboola in Petersbarg are all nameronsly 

attecded, for many Bussiatis setid their children there, in order 
to lot them learn as much Germaa as wiU enable them to 
understand etrangers, when they ask for tape, coffee, or sugar. 
Of theeo Bchools, St. Peter's, which is placed on a level with 
the gymnasia, ig the largest. They all perform their duty 
of forming faithful and obedient Russian subjects \ and aft^r 
this praise, it would be improper to criticijBe teachers or pupils. 

In addition to the public schools, a quantity of bosadiog- 
Bchools ajo employed to manufacture the raw materiaL 
Busaia has certainly freed herself from any reproach as to 
paucity of schools. Guards are provided with excellent bar- 
racks, and equal care is taken that the youth ahauM be pro- 
perly lodged J and bo we find in the Eeaidence, not only 
boai^ing-Bchools with sigahoarda m the best positions, bi 
also in every comer, with and without boards. 

They are all alike as to the results attained — 

The only difference is in the prices for seats and food. 
German, French, or Bussian woman lays out her little stock 
of money, or recommeDdatiouB, in establishing a school; 
those men who can suoce^ in nothing else, do the game< It 
13 sure to answer, for the snccesa of the speculation only 
depends on the following things : procuring the cheapest 
teachers ; gratuitous education of the son or daughter of an 
influential family ; abtindant boasting and abuse of all other 
egtablisbmenta ; external cleanliness ; an elegant reception- 
room ^ a saloon for dancing and examinations ; and, if pos- 
sible, the most fashionable dancing-master ia the city. All 
these recpiisStes may he easily obtained in Petersburg and 
Moscow. Anything further required for setting up, will 
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provided by the Enasian tradesiaan, on the strengih of the 
Board, at a heavy pereentag'e, and with a considerable amount 
of clieating. This, toweTer, is not very alarming, for these 
cstablishmentB are quietly baaed on the principle of not eaf- 
fering' any cheating, ■without a sufficient equivalent. 

One of the moist celebrated girls' schoolB was, in the time of 
Alexander I., on VaBsili-OBtroff. Young ladies, not educated at 
this establishment, could lay claim iij no education. A sister 
of the proprietress taa.naged tbe teaching department, and gave 
lessons in hifitory to the head cIobb ; and as I had the fortune 
to he honoured by a visit from her, to request my eervices in 
procuring her pupils, I was coneeqnently able to form a closer 
acquaintance with the qualifications of the fair historian, 

" A fine picture 1 " she once esclaimed, while observmg a 
Swiss landscape with Wilham Toll's obapel in the foregrouiKi. 
•' Is the man still living?" she asked with the purest eim- 
plicity. 

" Tea," I replied. 

" Where is h© living now ? " 

" According to the latest reports, he has just opened a 
school Lfl Borneo," 

" Indeed 1 that's in Spain." 

" Quite right I close to the Ebro." 

" He is, then, a highly-educated man ! why did he not come 
to Petersburg ? My sister is now looking for a philosophical 
master for the fii'st class ; can he give iuBtmction in that 
branch?" 

" yes t he once proved to an Austrian general, and a 
Governor of a province, the excessively difficult problem, that 
tbe philosophy of a State cannot be coutained in a hat stuck 
on a pole." 

" I am surprised that our Emperor baa not had hie atten- 
tion drawn to bim." 
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"Tou are mistaken. The Emperor knows him 
ideas ; and in memory of them has mised a living monume; 
in Zarstoio Selo- In tis beautiful Swiss dairy there, a mag- 
nificent bull is known Ly the name of William Tell." 

" Indeed I well, tbat is nice 1 Yes, tnie merit is always 
rewarded ; history teaches us that. When I go to Zarskoie 
the next time, I will be sure to have a look at him," 

Do not imagine that I am jesting'. The lecturess on his- 
tory is atiU flourishing ; hut William Tell at Zarakoie isj I 
believe, dead. In the same glorious school there were giih 
of eighteen and upwards, esterually most charming creatures, 
The War Governor of Petershm-g, an esu-aordinary friend 
such rosebuds as these, consequently honoured this establisi 
ment with his visits, more frequently than all the others. 
aUo brought his adjutants to the dancing lessons j and whei 
he at last drank tea with the charming girls in the balcony 
looking out on the street, the parents confiidered it too seri- 
ous a matter to let their daughters be farther educated in the 
higher grades of governmental civilisation, and in one day 
they were all removed frum the school. The Governor- 
general explained to the Czar, that it would be an irreparable 
loss for the nietropolJa if this best of all establish me nts failed. 
He proposed that the Crown should give it 5000 rubles' an- 
nual subvention, and it was done. The money was pocketed, 
and the school given up. Long live all benefactors ! I have 
here described the life-history of a school cursorily, hut per- 
fectly in accordance with truth. 

All schools must prove their value annually by a piiblio 
examination : but a case of dissatisfaction was never yet 
heard of; on the contrary, the names of those are printed, 
who, at New Tear^ Easter, and other seasons, have farmed 
the Bpecial friendship of the school inspectors by a straight- 
forward course of pecuniary conduct. 
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In Drder, too, tbat tliere may be no mistako as to the pro- 
ficiency of tbe male and female teachers, they must subject 
themselves to an examination, either before tbe tinivereity ov 
a gymnasinm. This costs fifty rubles. I have often felt sur- 
prised at tbe amount of prosperity which cau be purchased for 
siich a Bnin, and have repeatedly reat?, how tbe public was 
warned agaiust certain teachers, who had thought it ridiculous 
and dishonourable to let themselves be examined by Eussian 
quacks, and to place thcniGelves on a level with boys who, 
after quitting the university, had the privilege of setting^ up 
as masters, ivitLout paying fifty rubles ; and who, not to use 
strong language, had remained most stupid fellows. 

I know, too, tbat sensible families invariably sought un- 
examined niasters for very simple reaEonB, Among those 
teachers avIio devote them selves to private instruction, the 
most fitting and best men may be found ; but they cannot 
escape the suspicion on the part of the Government, of 
forming men such as Government docs not requii'e. In the 
already quoted Ministerial report, this horror of private in- 
struction is loudly expressed. *' The serfs," it is stated, " by 
their admission to the gymnasia, will induce many parents to 
give their children a home education 1" On the average, 
however, a " Russian tutor" may be correctly defiaed as a sub- 
ject that has paid fifty rubles. 

I speak of the army of institutions in tbe metropolis. But 
go thence into the provinces, where we must Seek for en- 
lightenment — as King Loviia of Bavaria did for the illumina- 
tions at Athens, — lantern in hand. Am I speaking only of 
tutors and goveniesses? You would feel still more alarmed 
at the ignorance and immorality in the public educational 
establishments. Eespect for my readers prevents me from 
giving any detailed description of them 1 Look around tho 
most celebrated institutiona of Petersburg, and you will find 
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tbere, at the present moment, Liibeck sliopmen, Petersbn* 
students, all sorts of academicfans, pensioned drumraerg, milli^ 
nors, &C!., ap^x>irited as inepectors atid tutors, who all have an 
effective ration of fifty paper rubles. The following' to serve 
as a eampltj : — 

A "fast" shopman in a German seaport made fires with 
his master's cash, and esoaped. He came to Peterehurg', His 
head was empty j hia pockets the eame. He became man- 
servant to a prince. In a few years he resigned I1I3 situation 
and became tutor in a Kuasian family. Thence he went int 
the service of the Stiite. He had already ohtained the titi 
of coramcrciiil coanciUor when he was recognised by a forme 
Bchool-fellow at a puhllc examination. Tbe latter hurried 
him. 

*' Hoi:v d'ye do, my dear N ; how did you get here ?"' 

'* Sir, you are mistaken, my name is S , and I am an 

Englishman." 

*' Oh, you humbug t you fancy I do not know you again- 
doa't play the fool; but tell me, have you any appoint- 
ment?" 

" I assure yoa, you are mistaken, my name is S . 



The comrade looked at him a long while and then wet 
away. " Well, if you do not want to be recognised, th< 
devil take yon I" 

The collegiate councillor went into a wine vault, — thet 
aaother scliool- fellow was seated. 

" Oh, you blackguard 1 how did you get here ? I recog- 
nised you directly, as you came down the stairs." 

" Sir, you are mistaken ; my name is S , and I am 

Englishman." 

The scene of recognition tenninated as in the saloon of th^ 
school. 

During thb time the father of the stn-dtsani Englishman'' 
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rae now in prison, 
le wfiB doing well, 



leaimed bie son's re&l- 
i wrote to liim ; he ex- 
plained tiB sitaation, and begged for aeaistaace, Tfae son did 
not reply- Another letter. Ho reply. Tbe father put an 
end to hia existence. After this the coUeg-iate councillor's 
otvn brother came to Petersburg. He burned to Ids brother, 
who was alarmed and annoyed. " If you dare to sjiy that you 
are my brother/' the Eussianized man threatened him, '*■ I 
will take care that yon are got rid of at once ; but if you 
are silent, I will try to get you an appointment somewhere." 
He did not do so. The brother was silent. He now gains 
hia living with difficulty. The collegiate councillor improved 
his tempoial affairs more and more, and died recently a coun- 
cillor of State. 

Two uniTcrsity men in Petersburg had undertaken to pre* 
pare a young German for tbe examination which he had to go 
tlirnugb before the itat major, and the parents bad believed 
that it would be safer to have their son coached by academical 
teachers. When they tkclartid him re;idy, he requested an 
examination, and was plucked. On this occasion hia copy- 
booka displayefl the grossest ignorance on the part of these 

■ academicians, and, tliongh Genn»ns, they were not able even 
to write their own language orthograpbically. I convinced 
tnysclf on this ocetision of things which I wonld not hare 
believed from a third jjarty. The books were returned to the 

tteacliers with their errors correctetl, and the tilteraative pro- 
posed to them, either to permit the books to be handod to the 
Ministry, or to return half of the wagea of sin which they 
bad received. They chose the latter. They remained Crown 
servants, and are so distingnished that if any one desire to 
^ form a closer acquaintance with them, he needs only inquire in 
H the regions of tlie University and the Academy of Seietjcea. 

■ Fureigners can read at times, in the few papers which are 
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allowed to appear £poai tbe Russian press, how fortunate 
country is in the mental prog^rcES of the population, and it fr^ 
queutly ranks itself above the French, because Frfujce has 
still many jjarisLes without schools. France is honest ; for 
she says plainly to tiie whole world : " Among uis there are bu 
and 60 many parishes without educational estftblifibments." 
Russia is never siucere • she has always two sortg of weights 
and measures in her hand. She wraps herself up in the de- 
lusion, that she has done more for the mental welfare of her 
people than France and other civilized states. 

Annnal reports — correct even to a decimal fraction — j 
marlGj stating how many boys find fjirls throughout the im- 
mense empire go to school. "How many dead have you 
written down as havingf fallen on the enemy's side ?" a 
General asked the adjutant after a hattle. " One thou- 
sand!" was the reply, **Ah, yo« fool! write 20001 No, 
write 300O I Stay, stay, write boldly 5000 1" There is not 
ii hair's-brciidth of difference between the General and tl 
Bussiau jVIiuistry of National Enlightenment. The Bchi 
inspector, the school council, the clerical and secular autho 
ties — all those through whose hands the reports must pass 
Russian officials. Now, Eussian officials want muney or a 
crosSj and whocTcr knows and sees that daily, trusts as little 
to theh reports as the Czar does to his own officials, when he 
wants money counted and fun tied. 

Can a liberal thinker ever believe that Eussla carea ft 
national education, when he has the fact before him, that t 
better, the more intelligent part of it is armihilftted, an 
the opposite thrust by force into its place ? — for, is it not trno 
that German civilisatiou is being abolished in the Eussi 
territory ? Wliat says the wkase of 16th December 1836 ?■ 
*' In order that the University of Dorpat may be more closely 
approximated to tho Eussian system, the Ruseiaa langui 
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ninat be solely employed in inatrnction." Who are tha inspec- 
tors of the Bctools ? Ignorant popes. The objects of instruc- 
tion. ? Beading, writing, the elements of arithmetic, and reli- 
gioua hiBtory, tbnr honre daily in winter, not at all in summer. 
In the distriet-achoola are added the Russian laoguage, 
Eassian history, geography, and geometry. 

But let it be assumed that the whole Bussian nation, 
from the Swedish frontier to the English territories in North 
America, ia perfectly acquainted with these eight branches of 
knowledge— does that make it an English, a French, or a 
German nation? Does not the EttaaiiUi nation retnain the 
same it ever was — *' a horde not possessing a will ; trembling, 
not at the law which it doea not know, but at the whistling 
of the lash which it hears ; without conseiousueas of human 
refipect and dignity; passing rudderless through the stormy 
waves of life ; — a horde, whose morrow's toil, like to*day's, 
ia only rewarded with mushrooma, onions, and quass?" Oh, 
magnificent RuBsia ! let all your serfs read, and write, and 
count, and draw geometrical flgures ; let your nobility be 
pnfFcd up with conceit in academies and universities j but 
do not compare your niition with the civilized portion of 
Enropa. Oh, no I make comparisons within your own fron- 
lierst, and look merely at the German colonists, whom you 
eeduced, to see how far your peasant still standi behind 
tbom, in spite of their growing yearly more Bns&ian. Look 
at the foreign artisans who fill your capitals ! Place your best 
edttcated, richest artisan or tradesman, by the side of an 
English, French, or German one, and then judge of tho edu- 
cation yon impart. Or ask your aoi-disant savans — ^ask the 
most Bensiblo among those who liavo been in France and Ger- 
many, — countries you so delight to run down — whether the 
men whom they found thera in misery, and ignorant of the 
art of reading and writing, were equally ignorant of thejr rights 
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! jam nation is ? Ask them wbetber the most 

Frenchman would allow the song to be sang to him — 



J4 foBj a1 dit* que jA uiifi geDUlhomiDei 
Kfi jwnr oliSaier, et poiir nu rien aaTOlt." 
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What do the reeds whJsiwr in your ponds? Ligte^^ when 
the French proMtaires speak holdly and diecusB their inlerei 
Do you know the prule of free men and citizens ? do you evi 
hear liberiU men smoog you ? Do you want them ? Look 
across to the island, whose people, ignorant how to read ani 
writd, ]ia£ raised itself to a cODBciousucss which your natii 
does not know even in its dreams. Dare you adtoit tl 
epeeehea of thesa islanders ? Have you ever thought wh 
will take place whenever your nation riaea? Fearful things 
occurred in France, but more fearful will he the lot of hu- 
manity among you. Do not forget tlie slight tumults of re- 
cent date ; how alarming the direct outhnrsta of savageness ; 
liow the devilish principle heayed and throbbed in Uie dregs 
of the human family I ADnihilation, utter destruction, sub- 
version of the good that strangers have taught you^ will be 
your lot. France, after passing tbrougli Bcenes of blood, found 
good saed in the writings of her great men. It grew apace ; 
the nation displayed its cnlightenirient in re-edification, and 
much that was great and good was propagated through the 
world. But wbere is your good Reed ? wiiat does your peop 
know l)€jond pulling down, tormenting, and stibvortiog 
And yet, arrogant country 1 thou deairest to bless humanity 
and to carry thy civilisation into the East, destroying th 
Western cultivation I 

Europe continually transports Bcierice, morality, and pros- 
perity across tlie Atlantic to the West, and you are coquettiog 
with the East, wbere you. would eetablisb those institutioas 
which repel Europe, and are in turn repelled by her. If her 
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eiertions in the Weat Bncceed, and yonrs as well in the East, 
will the world have been rendered moTO happy ? Tbe East — 
your cherished desire and favourite idea — was the cradle of 
humanity, Li Europe, it crept out of its swaddling clothes, 
and you would again bring it down and lay it in the cradle ? 
Or do you long to go there, in order to let your frozen civili- 
sation he melted in the mild atmosphere, and heueath a purer 
sky? Just reflect whether anything noble and permanent 
can emanate from your snow-water. 

Ton have Btill many on your side who fervently believe, 
that only the blindest party-spirit could reg'ard it as a misfor- 
tune if you really extended jour power and your mercy far 
beyond the Caspian and the Iberian gates. They are firmly 
assured that you represent the noblest interests of humanity, 
Chriistianity, and civilisaLion ; that, by means of the ftimous 
military road yoa will make, you will procure the most floniish- 
ing trade for Europe — that you understand better than tho 
British how to create a free and independent nation in India, 
and to convert paganism into one great saving Church, attd 
that it would be equally desirable and beneficial for the coun- 
tries themselves and for Europe, if you commenced by putting 
an end to effete Turkey. 

Dreaming is delightful I Constantinople on the seven 
hills ; the numerous mosques^ with their imposing rainareta ; 
cypreseeia ; a beautiful port; Galata, Pera, harems, dervish 
dances. What a prospect from Buyuk-Kulil — the Slave- 
market ; the Castle of the Seven Towers ; the Boaphorus. 
How much that is beautiful, and ready-made Russian at the 
same time t 

When you have once reached the frontiers of the Mimtjus, 
yon will extend your hand to the fraternal confederation in 
Mexico and Chili — and then? yes, beatus ille qui prociU I 

Sensible men have ever been of opinion that you will re- 



quire European interposition for your welfare for a very long 
time to come. According to your views, they are mistitlcen. 
Be magnanimous, and at least prove their error to Ibem j show 
them what can flourish on your soil, anrl what frails ri|)eu. 
But do not frown at the folly of those who cfindidly assert 
that they do not want you in their warmer latitudes, but 
would restrict you to where you may find eternal icebergs 
for your moniagncs Musses, These men are bold enouo^h to 
believe that, under such cultivation as yours, the Turks would 
have to loot on, juBt like the Poles and serfs in Petersburg, 
while men, in whom humanity was stirring, were being flogged 
to death, and that the Oamanli would also have to believe 
in tbo Russian proverb, " Grod is high, the Czar is every- 
where t " 

Firat, owe nothing to the men within yonr own frontiers ; 
pay them what God and Christ have commanded you, and 
then the constellation will rise above your stepp^B, which 
oivUiaed nations regard as the polar star, round which the 
moral universe revolves. 
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Aftv, CnxAp EnrrtoN, limp doth, price 1». 
" Hla labDUfB have been mure hlesi«d than tboie vf an; man I knaw. ... I bare bod 
maay a precJoiu letter from him." — Br- amliiterf. 

" A delightfully wrJlteD Kemoir of a troly plpiu and moct incceisfiU mlH^auary.* — Edia- 
burffh Admrtittr, 

BIOGEAPHICAL SKETCH of the late DE. GOLDING 

BIRD, being an AMreas to Stii<)cnts, delivered at the reqacat of the 

Edinburgh Medical Missionary Socii'ty, by J. H, Bajjoue, M.D., 

F.R.S.E., Fro feasor of Medicine and Botany in the University of Edin> 

buxgh. Small iJvo, cloth, price Is. 

"One of the tnaet Intcruting fnigmcnta of blosraphy that wa have lately nen, and lm~] 

jiiessiTely codtctb taip-anant loaaons to all StudentB. . . . PrafeAsor Baitoits bu wrUcem 

the Bicetch with great abflity acd tTiwv sympathy,"— J)foNcim/<?rmift 

" Dwply iartiTurtifU n« wall a* eieitlng, tending tn fottify the faith of aaoii m belioTD, and 
ta iiDpol Ibsm at tbe siLme Ume u> worta of faith and labours of Ioto.' — l^rittian WitMtt. 

MEMOIR OF D. MAITLAITD MAKGILL CRICHTON, 

of Nether Rankeilouc. By the Rev, J. W. T*TtoB, Free Church, 
Flisk and Crieoh. Second t!dition, Crowu 8vd, cloth, with Portrait, 
price 6s, 

" Hr. Taylor baft performed htttsidc admirably — with both taste ^d Jadgment: be bn 
loecMdod Id prfldacing an IntcreKting and eitcelliint blograpbf." — The Wilnrst. 

LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF MADAME DE LA MOTHE 
GUYON, together with some acwuat of the Personal History and 
ReligiflUfl Opinions of FBNEtoN- By Thomas F. Uph*m, Edited by 
a Clergynian of the Church of England. With a Portrait of Mndame 
OfJTON, by R, J. LiSE, Eaq., A.R.A. Demy 8vo, ctuthj price lOa. Gd, 



LIFE OF DR. CHALMEKS. 

H vrtls, crown ttro, pricxi 13a. 



Ry Rev. Wm. Hansia, LL.D. 



SELECT WORK 8 OF DR. CHALMERS. 

To be oompriMd in Twelve Tolomet, iwued aa IdlowB:— 
QUARTERLY VOLUMES, a»th, price Sb. 
HALF VOLUMES, Sowed, price 2s. f.iL 
MONTHLY PARTS, Sewed, price la. 

LECTURES ON THE ROMANS, 2 tpIs. orown Hto, doth, pH« 
SERMONS, 3 to]b. (jrown 8to, cloth, price l*2fl. 
NATURAL THEOLOtiY, J vol. crown Bvo, doth, pme 69. 



BY AN ANntAL 

TWIKTV PHOTOGftAPflS, 

Price £2, 2s. 



PHOTOGRAPHS. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE 
PAINTER. With Notes by a NjiTuaALiar, 
after Drawings by J. B. Imperial Qimrto. 

THSTlmDaf itr fits. EllWIII LAIIDgRBB. 

" [f toy pmlne (Turn me am odl to thit pDpulaiicy ol idiLa ct»miiDg worlt. 1 bare p«a* 
Itleuani in repoatdog my ^cere bdmlmtlon fur its oitnaia atig\asii.iy of coRceptlun and 
adistntbls aocun^ of kaowt«dee of tta« mbturei delineated. HBTing studUsiI hnlmiJi 
during my whole Ufs, p«ilui>[w iny tet&moBj u to Che trath of the artlit'i trea,tmeiit nf tlia 
Scripture lUtiAmtioni may hare BQCae inflaenon" 



MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE, WRITIKGS, AND DIS 
COVERIES OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON. By Sm David 
Bbkwsteh, K.H. Two Vois., Uu^ge 8vo, with Pottcaita, &c., price 
£], 4a. 

LETTERS OF JOHN CALYIN. Compikd from the 

OriglBsl ManuBCripts, and Edited with Hietorical Notes, by Dr. 
JuiflB BoNHBT. Vol I. Large 8to, price 10b. lid. 

•- Batter tlua noy bistory. bottar than buj written life, will ttiiM Letl«n biiBg before tbe 
teadnf » picture of tlie mnn and of bin tl[cie&" — W^itnefi. 

" Groat in b[i geftiertk) bUtory. great in bli Institutes, groat In hia Expoaictou, Calrln i« 
uot Ion grut In liTi OorreapaiidaDca. Hb bad a tpeeltl talant for that node of ccanmiuilGA- 
tion. and be appeu« to bare been conKloiu of tbe gift conuniued to bin, and to 
delij^ted in iti cxeTdw." — ChritHcui Witnai. 
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EDINBURGH : THOMAS CONSTABLE AND CO. 
LONDON: HAMILTON, ADAMS, AND CO. 



